
Hello Fellow Sailors, 

Well, finally! Spring is just about here. Iôm really 

looking forward to some warm sunny days with a 

good breeze ï perfect for being on the water. Our 

last Adopt-A-Street was a great opportunity to get 

out on the water. For the last couple of years, our 

club has focused on increasing our membership and 

the effort has been very successful. We will keep 

working on that this year. New members may 

join TSC after taking an adult sailing class, being 

invited by a friend, or seeing the web site. We'll also 

be having an open house in June which will provide 

an opportunity for more folks to become aquainted 

with us. This year we'll also be working on giving 

all our members, new and otherwise, plenty of 

chances to participate in club activities.  Participat-

ing in regattas, work days, sailing classes and other 

events are some of the things that make being a TSC 

club member fun! You can expect to see emails 

keeping you posted about upcoming events and you 

may be getting a call asking for your 

help.Upcoming events - keel boat class starting on 

April 8th, two work days in April one on the 10th 

and one on the 24th, and don't forget our monthly 

club meeting on March 20. 

  

Smooth sailing, 
Sam 

  Last weekend several hardy souls from the club met 
at the Alameda St. Market  for an early morning 
cleanup of our adopted mile. Thanks to Mary Ann 
Secrist, James Anderson, David Craigie, Ed Shoe-
maker and Altus Boren for coming out. Our adopted 
mile looks much better and several of us had time for 
a sail afterward. It could have been a bit sunnier, but 
the wind was great! Not a bad way to spend a Satur-
day morning.  

From Your Commodore 
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Last month the Thunderbird Sailing Club 
marched in the 17th annual Norman Mardi 
Gras parade. This year's theme was "All you 
need is love" and TSC's entry was the Love 
Boat (thanks to Phil Moershel for the idea). 
We tailgated and decorated my Flying Scot in 
preparation for the parade. There was a good 
crowd on hand and we tossed about 200 
dozen strands of beads to the spectators as 
we paraded around a two block section of 
downtown Norman. A good time was had by 
all and TSC's float won the prestigious(?) 
King's Choice award. Thanks to everyone 
who came out.  

M a r d i  G r a s  p a r a d e  

W h a t  t o  e x p e c t  f r o m  y o u r  f l e e t  c a p t a i n  

t h i s  y e a r !  

P a g e  2  T h e  M a i n s h e e t  

 Nothing big to report 

on the racing side of things 

other than a committee of a 

few of the racers have been 

deciding on where to place 

the 6 new buoys.  

 The locations we are 

looking at will work out nicely 

as they will provide us nice 

marks for racing purposes 

but they will also mark some 

of the prominent points in 

the lake and give those out 

for fun sails some idea of 

where deep water is so no 

one is running aground. 

 

 On another note next 

month in April I will be giving 

the presentation at the club 

meeting to encourage more 

club members to travel out 

of town to regattas to race.  

 

  And finally I am going 

to say for Edõs sake that this 

months program has been or-

ganized by him and it will be 

someone from the Oklahoma 

historical society. They will 

be discussing the recovery of 

a sunken steam boat in the 

Red River. It sounded pretty 

interesting when I discussed 

it with him so I am pretty 

excited to hear more about 

it.  



Greetings Sailors,  

I am looking forward to summer, longingly, as never before.  There is no ice on the pond anymore, but it is a 

long way from taking a dip time.  But that time is just around the corner.  Donôt put off those projects that you 

have planned for your boat and get ready to for a spring splash.  

Renewal Notices:  

Renewal notices were sent out last September and to date we still have many members who have failed to re-

new.  Please, consider renewing your membership today.  A big THANK YOU!!!   to everyone who has taken 

the time to return their renewal form, or who have gone on line to renew electronically.  THANK YOU 

TOO, for the generosity of all who have chosen to donate to the LTEF.    

If you have not received your renewal notice, please get in touch with me asap.  

If you would like to renew on line, just go to our club web site   WWW.thunderbirdsailingclub.org  click on 

the membership link and fill in the necessary information.  NOTE: If there are no changes in your information, 

then you only need to fill in your first and last name and e-mail address. 

  

Balance in the bank.  

The current balance in our TSC checking account is $6338.36.  Included is an amount of $390.90 that we are 

holding in trust for the Junior Sailing Club.  I have one outstanding bill to US Sail, but other then that we are 

debt free.  Thank you all for all that you do to support the TSC.  

See you on the water  

David Craigie, Treasurer, TSC 

Treasurers Report  

Membership Information

If any of your membership information 
has changed, please contact: 

David Craigie  
101 W. Marshall Dr, Midwest City OK 73110

405 741 2555       Incipient@MSN.com

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/


Happy Birthday to the following TSC members.  If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you 

did not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership Secretary.  If you want to share your special 

day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone 741 2555. Thanks, David  

March  

Jason Wells   3/8 

Camisa  Stewart  3/13 

Paul  Reynolds  3/14 

Jacques Landry  3/15 

Rachel Agin   3/18 

J. Alva Brockus  3/19 

David Brockus  3/19 

Barbara Cummings  3/21 

Catherine Morin  3/21 

Kathleen Smith  3/26 

Michael Ozmun  3/28  

April   

Lorrie Sylvester  4/15  

Cheri Elliott   4/19   

James Anderson  4/25  

Janie Davis   4/25  

Mike  Deventich  4/25   

Nita Trotter    4/26  

Jim Kasbohm  4/29  

  

Upcoming Birthdays!  

mailto:Incipient@msn.com


The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse  

Presents   

Spring 2010 US SAIL-

ING 

Level One Instructor 

Course   

Raising the Quality of Sailing Instruction Across 
the Country. 

For individual instructors who teach at Sailing 
Centers, Camps, 

Recreation Programs and Yacht Clubs  

  

WHY...  

1.  Opportunities to teach sailing at your facility or 
at facilities across the country. 

2.  US Sailing Certifications optimizes your clubôs 
sail training program. 

3.  Synchronizes your experience with a proven 
sail training course. 

4.  An accomplishment for yourself that can last a 

lifetime  

Who...   
Individuals and instructors, 16 years old 

and over, eager to learn new teaching tech-
niques, 

risk management, on the water drills, and organ-

izational design.  

When and Where...  

Thursday May 20 to Sunday May 23. Lake Thun-

derbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma     

What...  

An intense four day, 40 hours course on how to 
teach sailing to beginners. Includes sports psy-
chology, lesson planning, and on-the-water tech-
niques.  Course has applications to all levels of 

sailing training.  

How...  

$325 Course fee, $20 discount if registering by 
April 22 

US SAILING Membership (required)  

Applicants should be proficient in sailing Sunfish, 
Laser, and 420 type boats. Plus good motorboat 
handling skills.  Pre completion of theNASBLA 
Motorboat safety course is required and candi-
date must have current CPR and First Aid 

cards.    

For additional information contact Rick Shaw, 
(405) 306-8597 Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net 

Or Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse Training Coor-

dinator (405) 447-4974.  

Register on-line at: http://www.ussailing.org/
training/Instructors/sbLevel1/sb_instructor.asp 

mailto:Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net
http://www.ussailing.org/training/Instructors/sbLevel1/sb_instructor.asp
http://www.ussailing.org/training/Instructors/sbLevel1/sb_instructor.asp


Gunkholing on 

Kentucky Lake 
by David Craigie 

This is the second page of 4 for this story, feel free to ref-

erence last months mainsheet to see the beginning of this 

story. 

they offer transient slips and all the other amenities at a 

very reasonable price. 

Kentucky Dam Marina is but one of the many excellent 

places to launch your boat and store your vehicle. The 

list of other choices is very long and a simple Google 

search of ñMarinas on Kentucky Lake,ò will give good 

results. 

Our first night was spent anchored in the cove at Kentucky 

Dam Marina. The next day, along with Grasshopper 

III and Hank on Meadow Lark, we set out for 

Pisgah Bay, MM 30, several miles south on the Land 

Between the Lakes (LBL) side of Kentucky Lake. 

The west side of Kentucky Lake is the LBL and is the 

undeveloped area that the government has set aside for 

camping, hiking, boating and other public use. Pisgah 

Bay is but one of the many areas that offer the opportunity 

to anchor, free of the intrusions of urban society 

and the developments that clutter many anchorages. 

With the exception of our first nights anchorage at the 

marina and another anchorage close to Kenlake State 

Park, all of our time was spent in the sanctuary of the 

LBL. 

After the first weekend Grasshopper III and Meadow 

Lark had to return home for the work week. So, we 

were alone for a few days, exploring and just kicking 

back enjoying a gentle rain shower when we had a 

phone call from Dave and Marjorie Willems, Daydreamer, 

Leo IN . I had suggested early on that the 

best way for those wanting to join up en-route was to 

call me on the cell to find out where we are; Dave and 

Marjorie Willems did just that. Sailing on their OôDay 

240, with their two affable and pleasant nephews, 

Mitch & Cliff, it was planned to meet at Vickers Bay, 

MM 40, the next day. 

We spent the next few days in the company of Day-

dreamer, 

swimming, dinghy exploring, sailing and lots 

of terra firma exploring. Hiking is a big activity when 

we are cruising; sailing is fun, but we like to explore 

landside too. The LBL offers a variety of hiking opportuni-

ties; 

there are trails that range from well maintained 

to slightly rugged and endless miles of abandoned 

logging and gravel access roads that serpentine 

about the landscape. None that we hiked on required 

great physical exertion to enjoy and the scenery and 

wild life was wonderful. 

While we were with Daydreamer we were joined for a 

brief time by Jack Fries and his friend Paul aboard Pura-

vida, 

Bellville OH. 

After a few days of jocularity, with a little sailing 

thrown in, Daydreamer had to head south and Purivida 

had to head home. We needed to return to Kentucky 

Dam Marina to re-provision and join up with two other 

T/SA members who were scheduled to arrive. They 

too had called to confirm that they were on the way. 

Dallas & Jan Thomas, Sea Otter 2, Grand Blanc MI 

and Gary and Celeste Felix, Medication Time, Omaha 

NE said that they would arrive and splash their boats by 

Friday afternoon. In addition, Tom Grass was returning 

too, after wife Tracy finished a last week of teaching 

and teenage daughter Laura was released from the 

bondage of education and liberated for the summer. 

It was a grand sail back to the marina, beam reaching 

and surfing along at hull speed. Who ever said that the 

wind only blows in the direction of the river doesnôt 

know what they are talking about, at least not for this 

area. 

When we got back inside the protected marina bay, we 

anchored and dinked to shore for a land trip to Wal 

Mart in Benton, just 10 miles away. When we got back 

everyone was there and ready to get their keels wet. We 

This is the second page of four from an article that our treasurer Dave Craigie wrote for a trailer sailors maga-

zine. I am going to include a page or two to each edition of the mainsheet over the next few months.  



 

Between the ages of 14-21? 

Join the Sea Scouts! 

Do you like to sail, but donôt have a boat 

or 

a crew? 

Join the Sea Scouts! 

Is the only thing that you do on Saturday 

is 

cut the grass or watch TV? 

Join the Sea Scouts! 

Do you know any teenagers that would like 

to have fun learning to sail? 

Bring them to the Sea Scouts! 

The Sea Scout Ship has a fine fleet of small sailboats 

as well as larger keelboats. Instructors have 

U.S. Sailing Credentials. 

ö Saturdays from 10am-2pm at the beautiful 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at Thunderbird 

State Park. 

ö For more info contact Skipper Rick Shaw 306- 

8597 by phone or email 

Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net 

ö For all young men and women of good character 

between the ages of 14 and 21. 

ö The recent membership drive has been very 

successful, the Sea Scout Ship now has many 

new members and a crew of over 20 including 

adults! 

ö Learn to Scuba Dive 

ö Participate in community activities 

ö Have lots of fun on the water 

Come Sail With the Sea Scouts!  


