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Commodore’s Message
Barbara Schindler
Lasagna extraordinaire and Commodore
Barbara dishes out work orders and lunch
at the BoatHouse workday on Feb. 11.

Members of the Thunderbird Sailing Club are sorrowful because one of our own
is not with us anymore (please see page 9). Barbara Cummings was a lively participant in our club activities. When Barbara and I were together, we talked about the
antics of our dogs, the children of empty-nesters. It is difficult to get back to the
subject of a commodore’s column after such a heartfelt loss, but here goes.
Comments on the Mardi Gras parade: We made a big splash on the front page
of Sunday’s Transcript with David’s boat appropriately festooned with lights and
glitter. But alas, we did not receive a prize. About 39 entries made it into the parade, and each entry was unique and electrified. TSC helpers brought hot taco
soup, cakes, sandwiches, chips, and hot chocolate. We ate while we decorated.
This “sailgate” party equaled any tailgate I have attended.
On Feb. 11, about 15 volunteers worked both inside and outside on the coldest
day of this warm winter The outside group, looking like icicles every time they
came in to warm up, were a brave bunch. Those of us who stayed warm inside got
a great deal accomplished. Decorations were taken down and the main room was
painted. Paul Reynolds led the outside group, and Roger Elliot led the inside. We
still have not completed the to-do list compiled by Les, but we are on our way.
Terry Demoe and Joanna Hudson have been in contact with me about cardboard
boat racing. Although I have never heard of it, a regatta on Lake Arcadia was held
continued on page 5

Come to the TSC meeting March 17
to Honor Chad and Pat Cox !
The LTEF thanks Chad Cox!
At the annual LTEF board of directors meeting held on Jan. 19, we were notified that
Chad was going to step down as a board member of the LTEF. To honor Chad, a resolution was passed unanimously thanking him for his many years of meritorious service to
the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation. Chad had served continuously since the
LTEF’s formation in 1996 and had served as an officer of the board as follows:
1999 President 2001 Secretary
2002 President 2003 President
2004 President 2005 through 2009 Secretary
In honor of his terrific service, the board voted unanimously to make a nice donation to
the BoatHouse in Chad’s honor. This will also include adding his name on the Honoree
Plaque in the entry foyer of the BoatHouse. Chad and Pat’s service not only included
serving on the board, but they also made substantial donations over the years in support
of the BoatHouse. We also remember that it was Chad and Pat, working together, who
stained all the floors that have held up so great considering all the wear and tear from water, dirt and sand! For years, Chad and Pat also ran the July Kids Sailing Camp and even
helped out at the June camps, as well.
Chad and Pat loved to sail their Catalina 22, Whimsy, and she was at the start line for
most of the club regattas over the years. We all knew the Whimsy because of the bright
“blue” bow paint! It was heartbreaking to have her damaged so badly in the F5 tornado in
May 2010. Also, for the first nine years of the CAST for Kids Fishing Derby, Chad
served on the local CAST committee along with the T-bird Park Manager, Jeff Tompkins
of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and Les Cummings. Chad helped with contributions
from the Norman area and was always part of the cooking team the day of the event. Of
course, he and Pat were always the first to grab brooms and mops to clean up afterward.
Words cannot adequately thank them for their contributions. It has been intelligent,
hardworking and dedicated volunteers like Chad and Pat Cox who have laid the foundation for the LTEF and BoatHouse to be such a success. Of course, Chad and Pat served
the TSC for even longer than the LTEF, and their service there has been admirable, as
well. Thank you, Chad and Pat, for all you have done and for being such wonderful
friends to us all!

Workday at
the BoatHouse
Even though Feb. 11 was bitterly
cold, many volunteers came to help
with projects inside and outside.
The real men braved the cold for
hours; you know who you are. The
renewal project has been under way
for a few weeks, but this was the
first day that many hands made light work. A casual look at the “Great Room”
doesn’t inspire much awe, but when painting the ceiling it feels like a soccer field
up there. The project manager, Roger Elliott, expertly directed the activities so no
motion was wasted.
For those who remember 10 years ago when it was being finished for the first
time, it is gratifying to see and smell the new paint and clean walls. Now comes
the redecorating. We still have two offices and the kitchen to paint, but those will
be easy.
Thanks to Paul Reynolds, the yard project manager. Shifting the ConEx out of
the middle of the yard has helped open things up; new electrical service to the
ConEx, stripping old hulls of hardware, working on the ADA ramp . . . the list goes
on, and all are essential to prepare for the new season.
Special thanks to Barbara Schindler for her outstanding lasagna, Joyce Craigie
and Diane Moershel for the thick and chewy brownies. Thank you everyone for
taking time to make the BoatHouse a special gathering
place for learning and fun. —Jerry Lojka

Thanks to Linda Lojka for the photos!

Mardi Gras Parade
Saturday, Feb. 18
Weather was a little cool and breezy,
but it did not dampen the spirits of
those from the sailing club who
showed up to decorate Incipient.
David Craigie again graciously
volunteered the use of his boat and
his direction in leading the decoration
efforts. Hot soup, sandwiches, hot
chocolate and King Cake provided
workers with a break when the work
was done. Jimmy Buffett tunes added
to the festive spirit of the evening until an alternative rock band was interjected directly in front of us. So much
for Jimmy Buffett.
David was assured that next year
we would not be near the band. As
usual, we had a good time. Hopefully,
TSC’s name will get out there as a result of club efforts and new sailors will
be added to the ranks.
Until next year . . .

Members who attended the parade: Mike and Teresa Galoob with daughter Sara, Sam
and Sheryl Tiffany and grandson Beckett, Rick Shaw, Ed Shoemaker, Jerry and Linda
Lojka, Bobby Cockerham and daughter Paige, GODDESS Barbara, Dave and grandsons Nathaniel and Jonathan, Matt Maupin, and Altus and Barbara Boren.

Race
Committee
Plans by Jim Eller
Next Race Committee Meeting:
3 p.m. March 11, at the BoatHouse
Everyone welcome.
Our TSC RC’s Tentative Plans are for 1st and 3rd Saturday afternoon regattas.
We are still working out formats and timing concerns. Probably beginning
April 7th, weather permitting. A blessing of the fleet is being planned for May
5th, with a raft out to follow; notice the full moon is that weekend. Watch the
April Mainsheet for further details.
If you have strong opinions about how these ought to run, plan to attend
our Race Committee Meeting or email our Fleet Captain Jim Eller at
wjimeller@gmail.com
So, get your boats ready. All sailboats will be included in our
regatta planning. If you don’t have a boat and are a member in good standing,
then Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation sailboats are available for use.
continued from page 1

Will it float? This photo is from a cardboard
regatta on the Potomac River in 2009.

featuring cardboard boats. They contacted
me about the possibility of having this type
of regatta at Thunderbird. Has anyone seen
a cardboard boat regatta?
Daylight Savings Time begins in March.
In order to give members more daylight
sailing time, our March 17 meeting and
potluck will begin at 6:30 p.m. March 17 is
also St. Patrick’s Day, so let’s celebrate
with the wearing of the green. —Barbara
Schindler

From the Treasurer
David Craigie
Hi Thunder Sailors,
If you missed the Mardi Gras Parade, well,
we who were there had a grand time. Thanks
to everyone who came and helped decorate
Incipient and make her the belle of the ball. I
don’t guess that we won a trophy this year,
but it was none the less a grand time.
A special thanks to Altus for bringing and
setting up a sound system. This was a new
addition this year, and it would have been
better if there was not a live band in front of
us and other loud music behind. The parade
coordinator assured us that she would give
us better placement next year.
Thanks, too, to Sheryl and Sam Tiffany
for coordinating the fiery skirt around the
perimeter of the trailer and for acquiring the
beads that we threw to the raging crowd.
The skirt looked great, and we had plenty of
beads to throw.
Jerry and Linda Lojka brought a delicious chile stew, and Linda did her usual
professional photography. Thanks again, and
thanks to everyone who came.
TSC renewals: If you have paid your dues,
thank you! If you have not paid your dues,
please consider doing so now. Having you
on the membership rolls means a lot, and
your dues go a long way in supporting the
many activities of TSC. Please consider continuing your generous support.
Treasurer stuff: We have a balance of
$6,410.24 in the checking account. We had
little activity in the checking account this
month. We have no unpaid bills at this time.
Thanks for all your support.
See you on the water, David

TSC Birthdays
March
1
8
8
13
14
15
19
19
21
21
24
27
27

Susan Tiffany
Mike Devenitch
Jason Wells
Bea Waller
Paul Reynolds
Jacques Landry
Ann Luppens
J. Alva Brockus
Trisha Tuck
Catherine Morin
Phil DeBerry
Hadley Jerman
Emily Jerman

April
4
15
19
19
24
25
26
29

Kathy Lawler
Lorrie Sylvester
Cheri Elliott
James Anderson
Brian Crittenden
Janie Davis
Nita Trotter
Jim Kasbohm

Membership Information
If any of your membership information
has changed, please contact:
David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City, OK 73130
(405) 613-7774 / incipient@msn.com

11th Annual Lake T-bird CAST/LMO Event
scheduled for
Saturday, September 15, 2012
Friday the 14th will be set-up at the BoatHouse,
and the event will kick off at 6 a.m. on the 15th.
Please plan to offer a few hours of help!
If you know any fishermen, especially those with pontoon boats,
ask them to sign up to take a Special Child fishing that day.
Children with disabilities and fishing guides should register
by calling the T-bird Park Office at 364-7634.
Breakfast 7 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.
Prizes for all kids and fishermen!
Cleanup at 1 p.m., finished by 2 p.m.
CAST/LMO Committee:
BOR-Ashley Dixon, T-bird State Park, Keith Owen and BH/LTEF/TSC Les Cummings

Help needed for set-up, cooking, serving, and cleanup!

Tell tales . . .
Often when attending meetings, I have
found out such interesting information
about the skills or hobbies that TSC
members have, and sometimes just
sharing general information is needed.
Beginning with the next issue,
I propose we start a new column.
Sample topics:
*Crew needed for race! E-mail Tom.
*The Galoobs are host to foreign exchange students.
*The Hendricks enjoy river/canal boat
cruises in Europe.
*Kerry suggests we have a clean “my
boat” workday. He will supply
brawns, brains, and tools.
So, TSC members, if there is something coming up in your life you
would like to share, write a paragraph,
story, a line, or you can use this column
to request or give information.
E-mail Doris at ddewsail@aol.com.

BoatHouse
Calendar
March 17: General
Meeting
April 13–15, 20–22: Keelboat Class
April 21: General Meeting
April 28: ESL Class and Sail, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the BoatHouse
May 19: General Meeting
June 2: Open House
June 16: Family Day
July 21: General Meeting
Aug. 18: General Meeting/
Water Fest
Sept. 15: General Meeting
Oct. 20: General Meeting
Oct. 20: Layton regatta
Nov. 4: Hiram regatta

Sea Scout Ship 5790
is looking for some teenage
guys and gals who would
like to learn how to sail. We
meet on Saturdays at Lake
Thunderbird. It’s big boats
in the winter and small
boats in the summer.
Joining is only $15 a year,
and members get a T-shirt.
Check out our FaceBook
page: Sea Scout Ship 5790.
For more info, call Skipper Rick at 306-8597.

Barbara Cummings

Thunderbird Sailors, we have experienced the untimely loss of a member.
Barbara Cummings died Feb. 26 after a few weeks of compromised breathing
and health setbacks. For a few days things were looking better, and then she
took a turn for the worse and is gone. Les Cummings and his family have
greatly appreciated the caring and support they have received from many of
you. Our hearts go out to Les and his family. Losing a loved one is always
hard, and losing a life companion of many years is a very tough experience. We wish Les and his family heartfelt regrets and sympathy on the loss of
his wife, Barbara. She will be missed. Well wishes and cards are appreciated.
Barbara’s memorial service will be next Wednesday, March 7, in
Edmond. A service will also be held in Easton, Maryland, on March 10.
EDMOND SERVICE
11 a.m., Wednesday, March 7
Baggerley Funeral home
930 S. Broadway
Edmond, OK
There will be a buffet and refreshments served following the March 7 service
at the Edmond Elks Lodge on Waterloo Road, one-fourth mile east of I-35.
All are welcome.

Phone numbers you should know:
Little River Marina: Bob Davis, 364-8335 /
823-5077; Calypso Cove Marina: 360-9846
BH Management
447-4974
Lake Patrol
425-2323 Troop A
Cleveland Co. Sheriff
321-8600
T-Bird Park Office
364-7634
T-Bird Park Ranger
364-7634
Park office hours: 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-1500 wkend

Coming up:

Join us for our
monthly meeting!
Saturday, March 17
Potluck and general meeting
begins at 6:30 p.m.
Wear green!

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Thunderbird Sailing Club Officers
Commodore: Barbara Schindler
321-1354, bschin@cox.net
Past Commodore: Paul Reynolds
292-5364, par2058@yahoo.com
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles
833-7044, mellgren@cox.net
Fleet Captain: Jim Eller, 924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
Rear Commodore: Orville &
Courtney Fisher, 793-0758
icusailor@yahoo.com
Secretary: Teresa & Mike Galoob
329-2514, mtgaloob@msn.com
Treasurer: David Craigie, 613-7774
incipient@msn.com
Mainsheet Editor: Doris Dewberry &
Emily Jerman, ddewsail@aol.com
& ejerman@ou.edu
BoatHouse: Phil Moershel
530-8942 (w), 208-1532 (c)
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net

