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Commodore’s Message:  

Paul Reynolds 

Thunderbird sailors: 
The Catch A Special Thrill event Sept. 17 went off very well, with around 30 very excited kids and young 
adults attending. One boat came in with 9 fish. Thanks to all the TSC members who helped make this hap-
pen. The work Les does to organize the huge and growing list of sponsors is astounding. Some very nice priz-
es were given away. 
 That same day several members went out in a beautiful breeze on Shamrock and Pelicano. Sam kept 
coaxing us to tip the Pelicano over further and further, saying something about not wanting to scare Sheryl. 
We tried pretty hard to put a little green water into Pelicano's cockpit but barely got the coaming 
wet.  Sheryl, you have a very stable boat, with Phil Moershel at the helm. 
 That evening Dave and Joyce Craigie's well planned and much anticipated cruising story ... did not go 
as planned. We will soon have a reprise, with working projector and computer. 
 
 The Layton Regatta will be on Sunday, Oct. 2.  Held annually since 1992, it memorializes 
the much-loved Commodore Jerry Layton, who passed away in that post the same year. It is a fundraiser to 
repair and maintain the committee boat, or buy a new one. More than that, it is an exhilarating way to learn 
about racing and sailing, and to get to know your fellow club members. This year we will do a FUNdraiser 
sail, instead of a race, meeting at the dock at 10:00.  The "donation" is $20 each. Join us. 
Speaking of the Committee boat, Phil and I launched it for CAST, but could not start the motor. Despite ongo-
ing valiant efforts it may be time for a new motor, and a new deck. The Layton Regatta will help fund these 
costs. If anyone is acquainted with a good motor, around 40HP, let me know. 
 
This October 15th we will hold the Annual Club business meeting and elec-
tion. It has been an honor to serve you. We are in the process of nominating 
some new board members right now. While nominations can of course be 
made from the floor, during the meeting, please let me know if you would 
like to serve or have someone in mind. Please come out to support your new 
board. 
Paul Reynolds 



Treasurer’s Report 

Greetings Sailors,     September 2011 

 

Treasurer Stuff: 

 

We have a balance of $6778.23 in the checking account.  There are no unpaid bills at this 

time. 

 

Renewals season is here, again: 

 

Sadly, we still have several members who have failed to pay their 2011 renewals and with my 

deepest regrets, their names will soon be removed from the club roster.   It is never too late to 

send in your dues and keep your membership current and in good standing. 

 

I will try to have renewal forms with me at the October meeting.  Please come and pick yours 

up and save the club the postage.  Better yet, bring your check book and write a check and 

save the return postage.  Thank You in advance. 

Thanks for all your support. 

See you on the water, David 

Happy Birthday to the following TSC members.  If you would like to help your friend celebrate their 

birthday, contact them by one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them Happy Birthday on 

their special day.  This is where your new TSC Club Directory will come in handy. 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did not share that information with your Treas-

urer/Membership Secretary.  If you want to share your special day, please contact me at:  

Incipient@msn.com or phone 613 7774. Thanks, David 

 

October       November 

 

Jim Eller   10/5    Amanda Joy Wells  11/1  

Frank Lawler  10/12     

Jeannie Himes  10/13    Pam Landry   11/3   

Ryan Doezema  10/15  

Joyce Craigie  10/19    John Potts   11/15     

Warren  Fitzpatrick 10/23 

Barbara Schindler  10/28    Sandra Messer   11/25   

mailto:Incipient@msn.com


Fall 2011 Basic Keelboat class held at the 

BoatHouse graduates 7 new sailors. 

Keelboat Instructors Rick Shaw & Jerry Lojka ran a US Sailing Basic Keelboat class at the 

BoatHouse that started September 9th with a classroom session that covered safety, parts of a 

keelboat, right of way rules, points of sail and ways to determine if the wind is right to sail.  

We followed it with several 4 hour on the water sessions using the Sea Scout’s Catalina 25 & 

Catalina 27  to teach these eager students steering, upwind and downwind sailing, heaving to, 

how to reef the mainsail, recovering a man (or woman) overboard, and anchoring techniques.  

There were seven students including Julian Horner, Inger Giuffrida, Scott Krapff, Gary Law-

rence, Tim Rudd, John Terry, and Linda Lojka. I think Jerry wanted her to learn how to drive 

the boat if he ever fell over. This is a good thing for all spouses to consider.  

The class brought in $1600 to the Boathouse bank account. TSC members get a $50 discount 

off the $250 fee. The new sailors also received a 1 year membership to Thunderbird Sailing 

club and US Sailing. Some of them will be available at the Jerry Layton regatta offering to 

crew on a boat. Please welcome them and their families.  The next class will be Spring 2012. 



BoatHouse Calendar 
  

2011 Thunderbird Sailing Club and BoatHouse calendar [Oct] 

TSC Board mtg 5:00 3rd Sat each month, general mtg starts at 6:00.  

Sea Scouts and Junior Sailing 10-2:00 each Sat.        

Full moons Sep 12, Oct 11, Nov 10, Dec 10.  

 

Oct 2       Layton Regatta FUNdraiser Sail  10:00 

Oct 8       Alameda Mile Trash pick-up - Mary Anne 9:00 - Alameda Mkt., x from fire station 

Oct 9       BoatHouse Management meeting 3:00 

Oct 15     TSC Annual business meeting and ELECTION  6:00pm  

Nov  6      Hiram Douglas Regatta 

Nov 19     tentative, BoatHouse work party 1:00 - 5:00 

Nov 19     TSC Mtg  

Dec 10      TSC Holiday Party  (no further Dec. meeting) 

It does not appear at this late date that we'll have enough skippers, crews, 
and boats to organize a race. 
HOWEVER, we can do a FUNdraiser sail. 
Boats will be ready at the dock for a 10:00 meeting. 
We'll blow a horn and sail a course. First boat back starts the grill. We have 
lots of burgers and Rear Commodore Kerry is checking the pantry.  
$20 each for skipper or crew. 
 
So come on out and go sailing. This will not be a race but a fun sail. If you 
are new to sailing it will be a great way to go out with more experienced 
sailors. Please give me a head's up if you plan to attend, ... or just show 
up. Without having to organize a regatta we can be a little more flexible.  
The weather has been beautiful and the forecast at this point is good.  

Layton FUNdraiser Sail October 2nd 



Lake Thunderbird 2011 CAST for Kids report 

September 17, 2011   Submitted by:  Les Cummings 

The summer of 2011 has been the hottest on record with very little rain.  The weather forecast for the 

week of the 10th annual Lake Thunderbird CAST for Kids Fishing Derby was cooler weather but rain.  The 

days prior to the event cooled off nicely from the 100’s down to the 70’s and 80’s with some much needed 

rain.  On the day prior to the event, as the large tent (provided by BMI Systems) was being raised and last mi-

nute details were being completed, it rained heavily most of the day with more rain forecast for Saturday Sep-

tember 17, the day of the 2011 CAST for Kids event. 

 We could not believe it when we started arriving at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse around 6 a.m. 

and the skies were filled with beautiful stars, no wind and not a cloud to be seen.  The Lake Thunderbird event 

had been blessed again by the weather Gods. 

 The coffee was  brewed and readied for the early risers with lots of oranges, bananas, apples, yogurt 

and all the healthy 2% fat half-pint milk one could drink.  Homeland Foods, of Oklahoma, had gone all out 

again providing the delicious food for breakfast and a terrific luncheon.  The fishermen started arriving around 

7 a.m. and the participants around 8 a.m.  CAST for Kids national director, Art Pasley met with the boat cap-

tains at 8:30 and went over the expectations, safety aspects and reminded everyone that the primary objective 

was not just to catch fish, but have a fun time doing it.  At 9 a.m. Art met with the participants, parents and 

care-givers and went over the rules and expectations with them as well. 

 Following the meeting with the participants each child and their parent/care-giver was assigned to a 

boat and were photographed aboard their boat with their fishing guide just prior to leaving for their morning 

fishing trip.  Once all the boats were away, Chef Roger Elliott (President of the Lake Thunderbird Educational 

Foundation) and his volunteers began preparing the food for the luncheon to be served at approximately 11:30.  

The large tent that had been erected the day before was covering enough tables and chairs to seat everyone 

(well over 100 people). 

 At 11:15 the food was moved to the serving tables next to the tent and servers were assigned to each 

item on the menu which included baked beans, coleslaw, potato salad, hamburgers, hotdogs, pizza, potato 

chips, cookies and lots of condiments.  Sodas, juice, water and milk were iced down and available for every-

one and delicious ice cream from Blue Bell Creamery was waiting in the wings as dessert.  Once everyone had 

been served and were seated the presentations began. 

 Art Pasley was introduced and he welcomed everyone to the 20th year of CAST for Kids and the 10th 

consecutive year that the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse had hosted the Oklahoma CAST event.  He expressed 

appreciation to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Oklahoma State Parks, Thunderbird State Park, Lake Thun-

derbird BoatHouse, Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation, Thunderbird Sailing Club and to all the boat 

captains, volunteers, and participants on behalf of the national CAST for Kids Foundation.  Art then intro-

duced Les Cummings, Executive Director of the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation who expressed 

thanks to all the sponsors and donors who give so generously each year.  Art also introduced the local CAST 

committee consisting of Jeff Tompkins, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation; Keith Owen, Thunderbird State Park and 

Les Cummings, Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation. 

 This year’s Master of Ceremonies was Keli Clark, Marketing Coordinator for Oklahoma State Parks.  

Keli introduced each participant along with their boat captain and presented the participant with a beautiful 

plaque including the photo taken aboard their boat.  A goodie-bag was given to each captain and two tables 

full of prizes were available from which the kids could select their own prize.  Following the presentations all 

the volunteers, participants, parents/care-givers and boat captains moved to the front of the BoatHouse for the 

annual group photo.  By 1:30 p.m. all the festivities were over and the final clean-up of the BoatHouse and 

grounds was completed.  Another successful CAST for Kids event was now history.  Now to start planning an 

even better event!  THANK YOU TSC MEMBERS ROGER, DAVID, KAREN, GEHRIG, HOWARD, 

PAUL, ALTUS, PHIL, JERRY, LINDA, KERRY, TERESA AND BARBARA FOR ALL YOUR HELP 

TO MAKE THIS SUCH A SUCCESSFUL PROJECT.  See pictures on the next page. 



October Program and Pot Luck 

Thunder sailors 

This months program will be  a second attempt to see Dave Craigie's sail-log. 

Dave made a valiant effort last month but was foiled by modern technology. It 

was almost amusing to see the cluster of computer geek wannabees trying to 

jumpstart the computer/projector combination.  

So, please come to welcome our own resident traveling Trailer/Sailor, David Crai-

gie. He will speak on trailer/sailing in general and about his favorite summer sail-

ing waters; the North Channel and Georgian Bay, located in the upper reaches of 

Lake Huron in Ontario Canada. 

So, If you have an interest in trailing your boat to foreign ports, or to a local lake 

in Oklahoma, make it a point to come to this meeting and invite a friend. There 

will be lots of pictures and advice.  Phil, Vice-Commodore 



Membership Information 
 
If any of your membership information has 
changed, please contact: 

David Craigie9100 Pine Creek Dr., Midwest City 
OK 73130 

405 613 7774       Incipient@MSN.com 

The good news is that we still have enough water to sail.  Yes, some of the ramps are a bit 

tricky and you can always run aground, but you can sure see the sandbars a lot easier now.  

But hopefully we will get some rain before too long.  Think positively about a small hurricane 

heading inland across Texas and Oklahoma.  Don’t we hope for a wet late fall?! 

Alameda Mile Trash 

Saturday, October 8 

9:00am (instead of 10:00am as on calendar) 

Alameda Market (on Alameda between 72nd 

and 84th) 

Sturdy shoes and work gloves. 

Bring your favorite trash bags. 

Belated thanks to Al Boren and Mike Galoob 

for their help last time. 

Mary Anne  

mailto:Incipient@MSN.com


Thunderbird Sailing Club  

Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 

Sunday, November 6th, 2011 

Regatta Entry Form 

 

Skipper‟s Name: _____________________   Phone: ____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________   State: ________   Zip: ________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________________ 

Boat Class: ____________________   Sail Number: ____________________ 

Boat Name: ____________________   Home Club: _____________________ 

CIRCLE ONE:  I wish to enter as a member of the    SPINNAKER       NON-SPINNAKER     fleet. 

 

I certify that my boat conforms to the (above) Class rules as to sails, spars, hull measurements, propulsion, and all other class rules:     
Yes___   No___ 

 

LIABILITY RELEASE AGREEMENT: In consideration of my registration in the regatta, and recognizing the risks associated with the 
sport of sailing, the undersigned hereby waives all claims for personal injury and property damage and hereby releases the Central 
States Sailing Association, the Thunderbird Sailing Club, and their directors, officers, members, employees, and the regatta volun-
teers and sponsors, of and from any and all claims, including those of negligence and gross negligence, which I or my crew might 
have, arising out of my participation in the regatta and all activities relating thereto. 

Skipper’s Signature: _____________________________________   Date: ____________________ 

 

THE FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 

 

                            Make checks payable to Thunderbird Sailing Club 

 

         Portsmouth Number and Wind Dependent Handicaps (to be completed by Scorer) 

Regatta entry fee: $17.00  $      17.00 

CSSA Dues: on paid list? ___      Paid at regatta ($10)  $ 

Crew # ____  @  $5 each 

                          (no charge for youth 12 and under) 

 

 $ 

US Sailing Member discount (-$2.00) -$ 

                                                                                         Total  $ 



Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 

Hosted by Thunderbird Sailing Club 

Sunday, November 6, 2011 

CSSA Sailing Instructions 
1 RULES 

The regatta will be governed by the Rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012. Central States 

Sailing Association is the Organizing Authority. 

 Entries 

3 2.1Competitors may enter by delivering a completed entry form and paying the entry fee no later than the 

end of registration period.  

2.2    Entering boats must be 20 feet length on deck or greater. Other boats allowed at the discretion of the Regatta 

Chair.            

2.3 The primary helmsman of a boat must be a current member of Central States Sailing Association or of     another 

US SAILING Regional Sailing Association if that helmsman resides outside the CSSA Region. 

2.4 Boats must enter the Spinnaker or Non-spinnaker fleet.  

2.5 Boats will be scored by US SAILING Portsmouth Yardstick with wind correction factors.  

3 NOTICES TO COMPETITORS  

Notices to Competitors will be posted on the bulletin board located on the BoatHouse verandah.  

4 CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted before 1100.  

5 SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 

5.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed from the southeast corner of the BoatHouse verandah. 

5.2 When flag AP is displayed ashore, „minute‟ is replaced with „not less than 30 minutes‟ in the race signal AP. 

6 SCHEDULE:                
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts 
10:30 Registration ends 

10:45 Competitors' Meeting 

11:20 Harbor Gun 

11:50 Warning Signal 1st start for Distance Race 

16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building 

17:00 Trophy presentation 

7 RACING AREA 

Races will be held in navigable portions of Lake Thunderbird. A map of the lake will be given out at the competitors‟ 

meeting. 

8 THE COURSE  The course will be described at the Competitors Meeting. 

9 MARKS 

The marks are yellow cylinders, orange cylinders and permanent marks to be described at the competitors‟ meet-

ing. 

10 THE START  10.1 Races shall be started in accordance with RRS 26 with the Warning signal given 5minutes be

 fore the starting signal. 



10 THE START 

10.1 Races shall be started in accordance with RRS 26 with the Warning signal given 5minutes before the starting sig-

nal. 

10.2 The order of starts, the fleet constituting each start and Class Flag for each start will be announced at the Competi-

tors‟ Meeting. 

10.3 The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag or shape on the RC Boat at the starboard end 

and the port-end starting mark. 

10.4   A boat whose warning signal has not been made shall avoid the starting area and shall stay clear of boats whose 

starting signal has been made. 

 

11 SHORTENING THE COURSE will be done in accordance with rule 32. 

 

12 CHANGING THE COURSE will be done in accordance with rule 33. 

 

13 THE FINISH 

The finishing line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on a RC Boat and the port-end finishing mark. 

 

14 TIME LIMIT 

14.1 The time limit will be 4 hours for any race. The race shall be valid for any fleet in which one or more boats finish 

within the time limit.     

14.2 If one or more late finishing boats are unduly delaying the completion of the race, the race committee may elect to 

score such boats as having finished in their respective positions on the race course without regard to any handicap 

and will so notify such boat(s). 

 

15 PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS 

15.1 Protest forms are available from the bulletin board. Protests shall be delivered there within the protest time limit. 

15.2 The protest-filing deadline will be approximately 30 minutes after the RC Boat returns to the harbor or dock and 

makes a sound signal. Such deadline will be posted on the bulletin board no later than 15 minutes before such 

deadline. 

15.3 A list of protests received will be posted on the bulletin board. Hearings will be held as soon as possible after the 

end of the protest time limit. 

15.4 The CSSA Arbitration process will be used for all protests.  

 

16 SCORING 

16.1  The Low Point Scoring System, RRS A4.1, will apply. 1 point for first, 2 for second, 3 for third, and so on. 

16.2   In accordance with RRS A4.2, a boat that Did Not Start, Did Not Finish, Retired After Finishing, or was 

          Disqualified shall be scored points for the finishing place one more than the number of boats entered in  

          her fleet.   

16.3   Ties: RRS Appendix A7 will be used to decide all ties. 



17 SAFETY REGULATIONS 

17.1 Check-in is not required, unless indicated by the display of flag L on the RC Boat. If flag L is displayed, each boat is 

requested to sail past the stern of the RC boat, before the warning signal of her race, and hail her class and sail 

number. 

17.2 Safety is the sole responsibility of each skipper.  Each skipper must evaluate his or her own boat's seaworthiness 

and their own ability and base a decision to race, continue racing or not to race upon these, among other, factors. 

17.3 One United States Coast Guard approved personal flotation device (“PFD”) must be carried aboard each boat for 

every person aboard and, entrants must carry an additional approved throw able PFD. 

17.5  It will be the responsibility of each boat to comply with applicable state water safety regulations. State  

          law requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard. 

17.6  Boats withdrawing from a race before finishing must endeavor to notify the Race Committee before leaving the 

race area or, if unable to do so, must post a notice of their withdrawal on the bulletin board as soon as 

 practicable. 

                                       

18. TROPHIES: 

18.1  The Thunderbird Sailing Club Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta Trophy for the "best performing" boat will be  

         awarded to the winner of the largest fleet.  

18.2  Trophies will be awarded to the top 3 finishers in the Spinnaker and Non-spinnaker Fleets 

18.3  The trophy is the property of TSC and will be held in stewardship by the winning skipper until the  

         succeeding year at which time it will be returned to the Executive Committee of TSC. 

 

19 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 

Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See rule RRS 4, Decision to Race. The organizing 

authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or 

prior to, during or after the regatta. 



Your 2011 officers!  From left,  Paul Reynolds, Commodore, David Crai-

gie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, Vice Commodore, Sheryl Tiffany, Secre-

tary, Sam Tiffany Past-Commodore.. 

Program for the Meeting 

October 15th 

6-8pm 

David Craigie 

Trailer/Sailing the North Channel 

Commodore  Paul Reynolds 405 292 5364  par2058@yahoo.com 

Past Commodore  Sam Tiffany  793-1398 (h)stiffany@powercosts.com

 822-3280 (c) 

Vice Commodore   Phil Moershell  405 530 8952  (w)  405 208 1532 (c )  

pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 

Rear Commodore  Kerry Knowles  833-7044   Kmellgren@cox.net 

Secretary  Sheryl Tiffany  793-1398, stiffany@cox.net  

Treasurer  David Craigie  613-7774 Incipient@msn.com 

Mainsheet Editor  Jim Eller  405-924-3148 (c ) wjimeller@gmail.com  

mailto:stiffany@cox.net

