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Commodore’s Report 
 

Spring is here, but alas and alack! The new and bone-dry 

ramp at the BoatHouse makes me think we need not just 

a precautionary blessing of the fleet this year but also 

s o m e  s e r i o u s  r a i n - d a n c i n g . 

 

I am a bit of a news junkie and appreciate how trivial my 

own concerns are before events in Libya or Japan or 

Wisconsin. I have to ask how giving a sailing class or 

racing a boat really contribute much. I suppose the an-

swer that pursuing something you love, and showing 

someone else the ropes, is sufficient, to a degree.  Being 

on the water provides me a renewal of sorts such that I 

can face the daily demands of work and family, while 

teaching sailing allows me the opportunity to model an 

approach to living that I hope moves a student towards a 

fuller understanding of their place in nature and with 

e a c h  o t h e r .    

 

Being on the water more than once every couple of 

months would be a nice thing too ... . 

 

I am sad to report that Mike Black, our Fleet Captain, 

has decided to quit that post; just too much piling on 

right now. I thank him for his contribution so far. Next 

time you catch him on the water, tell him he is missed 

and welcome back any time. At this point the plan is to 

form a Race Committee of 4-5 persons and re-evaluate 

what we can do this year in terms of racing. The Splash 

Day Regatta and the McDonald's Cup Series are still on.   

 

The Splash Day Regatta is on Saturday, April 23. The 

Skippers meeting is at 10:00 AM. It will work like the 

Layton Regatta: 5-6 boats with resident crews, and 5-6 

skippers who rotate from one boat to the next. Each skip-

per will sail each boat once. The Layton Regatta, which 

Les Cummings started, has always been a great 

way to get to know your fellow members and is 

an excellent and intensive introduction to racing 

for everyone involved. I think this will be a good 

ice-breaker. So far we have my boat, Phil M.'s, 

GregTiffany's, the Scout's Ensenada, and the 

Galoob's Queen of Denial. We need skippers, 

crew, race committee and onlookers to sign up 

now. E-mail, par2058@yahoo.com, or call me at 

250-2093. This will really be fun and I encourage 

you to come out and make it a banner day.   

 

Please look over the Learn to Sail page, in this 

issue and on the web site.  Rick is holding another 

instructor course. The club is prepared to help 

with tuition for TSC members who wish to help 

instruct the classes.  We need skilled and un-

skilled help for each class. Les, Phil and I have 

each taken a number of days off work to 

teach.  Yes, we may be a little crazy - join us! 

 
S e e - y o u - s o o n , 
Paul 

mailto:par2058@yahoo.com


Splash Day Has Arrived!! 

April 23rd  
The Splash Day Regatta is on Saturday, April 23. The Skippers meeting is at 10:00 AM. It will work like 

the Layton Regatta: 5-6 boats with resident crews, and 5-6 skippers who rotate from one boat to the next. 

Each skipper will sail each boat once.  See registration and sign up materials  at the end of this issue of 

the Mainsheet. 

 

 

Rear Commodore’s Report   Greetings everyone, 

I’ve been thinking about how to generate more interest in sailing for the Norman area and the idea of 
hosting “open houses” during our races came to mind. We can put notices in the local media of our 
events and invite the public to come to the lake and watch from the boathouse grounds. The notices 
would state that it’s a picnic with the guest providing their own food/drinks/seating as I don’t want to get 
involved in trying to feed unknown numbers of people who may or may not show up. TSC Members can 
provide show and tell services to our guests. Think about it and feel free to email me any comments or 
suggestions. 

The fun racing series I’ve mentioned before and currently known as the McDonald’s Cup will start in May. 
The name may need to be changed to protect the guilty. This series will be a mixed fund raiser for our 
club and for the winner’s favorite charity. Entry fees will go to the club and all subsequent fund raising 
“bribes etc” will go toward the final prize/donation for the winner. Trophies for each of the final members 
of the winning team will be awarded so they can have bragging rights for the next year.   

There will be four races, one per month, with the final in September. The races will be conducted in the 
prams with teams of 2. The course will consist of a Start/Finish line on the beach with three markers set 
out parallel to the beach. A race will consist of two laps, one per team member. After departing the beach 
the boats will round the first mark then pass beachward of the center mark and finally round the third 
mark and proceed back to the start/finish point to swap crew or finish the race. There are probably fancy 
terms for all this but I don’t know them so it don’t matter. 

Officially points will be awarded based on fastest lap time, fastest team, and other events to be de-
scribed. Due to the nature of this event being run by a pirate the rules are a bit flexible and subject to 
change at a moment’s notice (if the bribe is good enough). All bribes and other “contributions” will go in 
the pot for the charity donation at the close of the final race in September. Protests will really need good 
“contributions” in order to get anywhere and are subject to counter protests. When I’ve extracted all the 
money, I mean details I will render a decision and it will be final. Whiners will be fed to the sharks. 

Although it would be nice to see a team stay together through the whole series I understand that due to 
the nature of things this won’t always happen. Just let me know if you have a change so I can attempt to 
keep track. New team members will have to pay an entry fee. No prorating or transfers. 

Start looking for a team mate and let me know at the April meeting or you can email me. 

Entry fee information will be forthcoming but shouldn’t be anything the bank will choke on too hard.  Tim 



Learn to Sail at Lake Thunderbird! 

Family Sailing Day: We provide the instructor and boat for 1 adult and up to 2 children (2+) for a fun day of canoe/
kayaking and sailing. You bring your lunch/drinks and a great attitude!  
 
Sailing Counselor Class: Course designed to prepare camp counselors and staff from community sailing and scout-
ing programs to supervise small boat recreational sailing activities typically conducted on sheltered and protected wa-
ters.  
   
Kids Summer Camp: The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse offers kids camps this summer for youth aged 9 - 13. Our 
one-week programs teach sailing, kayaking, canoeing, and rowing with emphasis on sailing. Each student learns the 
safe and responsible way to rig, launch and sail small sailboats while increasing their self-confidence, coordination and 
teamwork skills. Our all-volunteer instructors are certified by U.S. Sailing. Classes run from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM 
Monday thru Friday and 9:00-2:00 Saturday. Kids bring own PFD and own lunch/drinks. The 2011 season will be the 
10th yer of The BoatHouse's nationally recognized program graduating over 200 youth from Norman and surrounding 
communities. Prerequisite is the ability to swim 50 yards. Graduates receive awards and certificates at a ceremony for 
parents and friends on Saturday, the last day of camp. Scouts may receive the sailing merit badges. 

Intermediate Sailing: "Sailing Better" Improve your sailing skills, with an introduction to racing. Prerequisite: Sailing 
Smart Camp or equivalent experience. 

Adult Small Boat Class: Ages 14 and up. Each class day is composed of didactic presentations and on the water 
training. Dinghies are small boats like Sunfish, Laser, etc. but 2-person centerboards are available for students want-
ing that type of training.  

Keelboat Class: 16 and up, no sailing knowledge required. Taught on smaller keel boats, leads to US Sailing Basic 
Keelboat certification. 

Level 1 Instructor Class: This course teaches future instructors  how to teach and requires demonstration of sailing 

ability. Leads to US Sailing certification for teaching small boat sailing. s 2011 Dates Cost Instructor Cer-

tification 

Class 2011 Dates 
Co

st 
Instructor Certification 

          

Sailing Counselor 
Ages 14+ 

May 21-22  
Contact instructor. No online enrollment. 

$13
0 

Rick Shaw  
405-306-8597 

N/A 

Family Sailing Day May 28 
See below $50 

Karen Thurston  
405-401-8454 

N/A 

Level I Instructor Class 
June 2-5 

Must enroll through US Sailing 
$32
5 

Rick Shaw  
405-306-8597 

US Sailing Level I Instructor 

Adult Small Boat Class 
Ages 14+ 

June 6-11 
$17
5 

Mike Klatt 
405-325-8870 

US Sailing Small Boat 

Kids Summer Camp 
Ages9-13 

June 20-25 
Start Sailing Smart 

$17
5 

Phil Moershel 
405-208-1532 

US Sailing Small Boat 

Kids Summer Camp 
Ages9-13 

July 11-16  
Start Sailing Smart 

$17
5 

Les Cummings  
405-823-2342 

US Sailing Small Boat 

Intermediate Sailing  
Ages11-14 

July 21-23 
Skill progression and intro to racing 

$12
5 

Paul Reynolds 
405-250-2093 

N/A 

Keelboat Class 
Ages 16+ 

2011 Dates TBD 
Two consecutive Friday evenings and two Satur-
days or Sundays. Contact instructor. No online 

enrollment. 

$25
0 

Rick Shaw  
405-306-8597 

US Sailing Basic Keelboat 

  

 

http://training.ussailing.org/Teaching/Small_Boat_Instructor_Certifications/Sailing_Counselor_Courses.htm
mailto:shaw9939@sbcglobal.net;ted@thunderbirdsailingclub.org
mailto:thurston@ou.edu
mailto:shaw9939@sbcglobal.net;ted@thunderbirdsailingclub.org
http://training.ussailing.org/Teaching/Small_Boat_Instructor_Certifications/Small_Boat_Level_1_Instructor.htm
mailto:mdklatt@ou.edu
http://training.ussailing.org/Learning/Small_boat_sailing.htm
mailto:pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
http://training.ussailing.org/Learning/Small_boat_sailing.htm
http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/mailto%22les-cimmings@omrf.org
http://training.ussailing.org/Learning/Small_boat_sailing.htm
http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/mailto%22par2058@yahoo.com
mailto:shaw9939@sbcglobal.net;ted@thunderbirdsailingclub.org
http://www.sailingcertification.com/Site/LEARNTOSAIL/BasicKeelboat/tabid/66/Default.aspx
http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/LessonSignup.htm


LTEF Wins Grant 

The Norman Community Foundation (NCF) president, Tim Hassen, re-

cently presented Les Cummings, Executive Director of the LTEF, with a 

check for $250 to assist with the expenses of constructing the new concrete 

boat ramp at the BoatHouse.  Below is the official notification of the grant 

award.  The Norman Community Foundation is one of the many commu-

nity foundations that make up the Oklahoma Communities Foundation 

that manages the LTEF’s endowment.  More can be found at 

www.cfok.org. 

Les expressed the LTEF’s appreciation and thanked the NCF for all their 

support for the non-profits that make up the Norman Community Foun-

dation.  If you know any members of the board please express our thanks. 



City of Norman’s 2011 Mardi Gras Parade 

By: Linda Lojka 

 

 

 

We had another suc- cessful Mardi Gras pa-

rade this year!  Dave Craigie allowed us (once 

again) to use his Hunter 26 “Incipient” for our 

main float.  Thank you Dave!  (Dave was pre-

pared for shoes embed- ded with rocks, by lining 

the topsides of the boat with carpet.)   Phil pro-

vided the 'little float', one of the LTEF Van-

guard Prams, along with three little Mardi Gras crew, his grandchildren (Thank you Alva for dressing 

them up for the event.) Thank you Phil!  Phil had the pram all rigged and decked with lights and loaded 

with beads.  We had about 25 members show up and participate.  Rick Shaw and a group of his Sea 

Scouts joined in on the fun too.  Not only were they throwing beads, but they took this opportunity to 

pass out their Sea Scout flier.  Thank you Rick for keeping the Sea Scouts involved. 

As always, the food didn't disappoint.  We had Craigie's delicious hot chocolate, Tim Agin's terrific 

homemade chili, sandwiches and lots of sweets.  Be sure to ask Commodore Paul about his interesting 

Japanese cookies he brought!  Jump back, take me down and check out Kerry Knowles’ threads!  Next 

year, we all need to join him on the thrift store visits.  Lights and more lights!  Not sure we could have 

put one more strand on Incipient, it was lit up like a Christmas tree.  The Thunderbird Sailing Club 

was advertised well, with large banners hanging on both sides of the boat. 

During the two hours of decorating, we were entertained by a group playing African drums; which later 

were seen on a band float.  That was a long time to play the drums, and a looonnnngggg time to listen to 

drums!  The parade coordinator informed us that we were going to be placed at the front of the parade, 

right behind the Mardi Gras Grand Marshal.  What an honor!  After lights were strung and banners 

were hung, we had to rush to take our place in front of the parade line.  Kerry was just taking his first 

bite of chili and then was able to shovel in a couple more bites before rushing to catch up with the Incip-

ient.  Of course, we then sat for 45 minutes waiting for darkness to fall.  Kerry, next time bring your 

bowl of chili with you!  Once the sun finally set, we were finally able to start moving and throwing 

beads. The stuffed animals we threw were a big hit with the kids (and adults too).   

We all had fun, and received lots of praises from the patrons.  After all votes were cast and the judges 

deliberated, we were chosen for the coveted award - "Unidentified Rolling Object".  Mike Black, Karen 

Thurston, and Sam and Sheryl Tiffany were there to receive the trophy.  Be sure to check it out in the 

Club's trophy showcase.  Again, thanks to Dave for the use of Incipient, Phil and the LTEF for the 

pram, Jerry Lojka for driving the float safely through the parade, Sea Scouts for joining in, club mem-

bers for decorating and to all the family members and friends who participated! Laissez les bons temps 

rouler!!!  (Let the good times roll...)   and by the way this event  is also on our Thunderbird Sailing Club 

You Tube page .  Here’s the link...http://www.youtube.com/tbirdsailingclub/#p/a/u/1/_kCRyM-DjEM 



So you think the Lake height is low? 
On January 1, 2007 the water height at Thunderbird was 1030.94 which was 8.06’ less than the normal height of 1039’.  

This gives one an idea of just how bad the drought of ’06-’07 was compared to January 1, 2011 which had a lake height 

of 1036.49 recorded for that day.  This means that the lake water height is only 2.51’ below normal at this time. 

The year 2007 was extraordinary in that a maximum height was reached in July of 1048.23’ a difference of 17.29’ from 

January 1 of that year to July.  We must remember too that many dam gate openings had occurred during this time re-

leasing water downstream to try to keep the lake level from going over the spillway height of 1049.43’.  Also, keep in 

mind that the BoatHouse was built about 2’ higher than the spillway to alleviate any flooding.  On the next page you 

will see the effect of the flooding and why David Craigie was able to tie the Incipient to the BoatHouse verandah! 

 

(From NOAA and the National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office, Norman, Oklahoma) 

 

Another interesting fact was that in 2007 we had the remnants of hurricane Erin that dropped some 6-8” of rain over 

the 256 mile lake drainage basin on August 18-19, 2007. See the weather map above to see why some 12,800 cubic 

feet of water per second was entering the Lake basin at that time causing the lake to rise 3.5’ between the 18th and 

19th of August, 2007! 

Obviously we need some substantial rains in Central and SE Central Oklahoma to get our lake level back to normal.  

The BoatHouse Management Committee and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation have taken advantage of 

this latest drought to construct the new concrete boatramp-pad extending from the end of boatramp out into the 

lake.  We hope that our usual spring rains will bring with them enough runoff into the lake basin to bring the water 

height back to normal both for the recreational benefits as well as the water needs of the surrounding communities. 

See photos from 2007 and 2011 on next page! 

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/images/oun/wxevents/20070819/homepage_fxc.jpg


Photos from 2007 and 2011 

   Photo below January 2007    Photo below December 2011 
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   Photos below from the historic flooding of July 2007 

Photos from 2007 and 2011 

   Photo below January 2007    Photo below December 2011 
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Photos below from the historic flooding of July 2007 



TSC March Meeting:  Steve Cadenhead, OWRB 

By:  Linda Lojka 

Steven Cadenhead with the Oklahoma Water Resources Board was our guest speaker for March.  He did a wonderful job 

presenting and explaining the Lake Thunderbird Dissolved Oxygen Enhancement Project.   Lake Thunderbird is the raw 

water source for Del City, Midwest City and Norman.  It is very high on the list as impaired due to high turbidity, and 

low dissolved oxygen.  Norman’s water treatment plant reports presence of geosmin (earth smell) and MIB which are 

two taste and odor compounds produced under dense algal conditions.  Little River, out of Norman and Moore, is the 

BIG problem, bringing in a high content of nitrogen and phosphorous.   This problem is due to little presence of water-

sheds shielding Little River from runoffs of lawn care products that so many homeowners, golf courses, and businesses 

use to keep lawns nice and green and weed free. 

Steven described the Thermal Stratification that Lake Thunderbird experiences throughout the late spring, summer and 

early fall.   The Thermal resistance to mixing that Lake Thunderbird experiences is a direct result of the depleted oxygen.  

The data collected over the past couple of years showed the problem increasing year to year. 

The Super Saturated Dissolved Oxygen (SDOX) system was chosen to oxygenate the hypolimnion (the dense lower bot-

tom layer of the lake water) because of its energy efficiency and ability to leave thermal stratification intact.  It is sized to 

oxygenate from 12 meters and below at a rate of 1,536 gallons per minute. 

This project includes a two year monitoring regime that aims at documenting the expected benefits of the system which 

include: removal of Lake Thunderbird from the 303D list for Dissolved Oxygen Impairment; reduce internal phospho-

rous load, redox potential drop and dissolved metals; and a drop in Chi-a values, especially late summer peaks, and less 

Taste and Odor issues. 



Monthly Program 

Thundersailors, 

 

This month’s required course (Program) is : 

 Coastal Cruising 101 

 

     An introduction to chart plotting and piloting using  

     electronic and  paper and pencil navigation. 

Coastal Cruising 101 will be presented by the highly esteemed and much qualified 

Roger Elliott,      

US Coast Guard Captain 

OK River Cruises Captain, Emeritus 

Member of Norman Sail and Power Squadron 

Past Commodore, TSC 

President of LTEF 

Blue water and coastal sailor 

Former Chairman of the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse Building Committee 

Chair of the ENYA rebuilding and investment committee 

Holder of the Lake Thunderbird "Wolfgang Puck" Chef's Award 

Regular contributor to "Cigar Aficionado" magazine 

A long-time human research subject for the "Snore Guard" apparatus and the 

Future planning commissioner for the city of South Fork, Colorado 

Please attend our meeting  at 6:00 pm April. 16 

Here are the birthdays for April and May 2011Happy Birthday to the following TSC 

members.  If you would like to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by one of the many mediums that are availa-

ble, and wish them Happy Birthday on their special day.  This is where your new TSC Club Directory will come in handy. If your 

birthday is not included, it is probably because you did not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership Secretary.  If 

you want to share your special day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone 613 7774. Thanks, David 

 

April: 

Kathy Lawler    4/7 

Lorrie Sylvester   4/15 

James Anderson   4/19 

Cheri Elliott    4/19 

Nita Trotter     4/26 

Jim Kasbohm    4/29 

 

May is on the opposite column 

Tim Agin    5/3 

Bill Brackett    5/4 

Aaron McDonald   5/4 

Vernon Green    5/4 

Rick Shaw     5/9 

Cleo Haines    5/13 

Pamela Bradford   5/14 

George Morin    5/17 

Kathy Anderson   5/22 

Jerry Lojka    5/29 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com


 Phone numbers you should know. 

Little River Marina:  Bob Davis 

   office  364-8335     (c) 823-5077 

BH Management                447-4974 

Lake Patrol                       425-2323 Troop A 

Cleveland Co. Sheriff       321-8600 

TBird Park office              364-7634 

TBird Park Ranger                364-7634 

Park office hours 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-1500 wkend 

LAKE THUNDERBIRD  

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION   
  Roger Elliott:  President 

President 

Membership Information 

If any of your membership information has changed, please con-

tact:  David Craigie 

9100 Pine Creek Dr., Midwest City OK 73130 

405 613 7774       Incipient@MSN.com  

Treasurer’s Report:  David Craigie 

Greetings Sailors, 

 

When I look out my companion way, I am looking 

across the waterway and straight at an orange UT flag, 

with long horns and all, flying on the deck of a fancy 

canal home.  I am hesitant to wear anything red, let 

alone a bold red shirt that has OU plastered all over it.  

I have resorted to wearing what few OSU shirts that I 

have so that I am not immediately noticeable.  Yes, I 

am definitely in Longhorn country and trying to keep 

a low profile. 

 

For those of you who missed reading that I was hook-

ing up Incipient and heading to the south Texas coast 

for a while, I am spending a month in Port Aransas.  I 

am aboard Incipient in Island Moorings Marina.  It is 

kind of out of character for me to spend a lot of time 

in a marina, but this just  seemed like it was going to 

be fun and I thought I would give it a try. 

 

So far the windy conditions have limited our sailing, 

especially since Joyce returned home after a week to 

tend grandkids.  But I have been out on occasion do-

ing a little day sailing, anchoring out a little and 

fighting the wicked currents that come from being in 

an area close to jetties. 

 

I plan to be back for the next meeting and hope to see 

you there. 

 

Dues Renewal Notices: (don’t read if you are 

paid up!) 

 

I would like to think that we are finished with the 

dues renewal process and I could leave for Texas 

with a clean slate.  Sadly, that is not the case.  We 

still have a number of members who have not re-

sponded.  This makes my volunteer job much more 

difficult than it needs to be.  Please, respond and let 

me know what your intentions are.  It really embar-

rasses me to have to keep contacting you.  Thanks!! 

 

Money on Hand: 

 

We currently have a balance in our TSC account of 

$6964.65 and there are no unpaid bills that I am 

aware of.  Included in this amount is $490 for the 

Junior Sailing Club and $500 in the Layton Fund 

(per order of the TSC board). 

 

Thanks to everyone for all that you do.  You are a 

great group to work and play with. 

See you on the water 

David Craigie, Treasurer, TSC 

mailto:Incipient@MSN.com


In anticipation of getting a new boat, Sheryl and I recently sold our Flying Scot. Someone jokingly asked me if it’s true 
that the happiest day of a sailor’s life is the day he sells his boat and after considering it, I realized that it was sort of a 
bittersweet event for this sailor. 

Sheryl and I and friends had fun times on the Flying Scot. I still remember how excited we were when we first got her. 
The FS is a great boat – easy to rig, easy to sail and easy launch from a trailer. So, bitter seeing her go. 

But sweet because the new owner seems to be just as excited about his new boat as we were when we brought her 
home. 

 

Brad with his new boat, FS 1546… 

 

Brad and his brother Scott learned to sail back in the 80’s on their grandfather’s Flying Scot and he’s wanted one ever 
since. Here’s a shot of Brad, his cousin and their grandfather. 

Also sweet because we’ll be getting a new (to us) boat soon. It’s a 1979 Chrysler C20. I think it will fit the same “wants” 
we had when we got the Flying Scot – easy to sail, trailerable, and a roomy cockpit. It’s very stable as well, so we 
should be able to spend more time on the water in the late fall and early spring. Here’s what our new boat looks like… 

So, yes, it's bittersweet - I'm sorry to see the Flying Scot go, but Sheryl and I are looking forward to new adventures on 
our new boat. -Sam Tiffany 



Odds and Ends 

And Other Useful Announcements 

**Welcome back to Brian Crittenden.  Brian has come back after several years of not being able to attend 

TSC meetings.  We welcome him back and wish him well sailing his O’Day 22.  It is moored at Lake Hefner, 

but I believe his heart is at Lake Thunderbird.  See you on the water Brian 

**Spring has spring. Get ready for the sailing season. We have three CSSA regattas in 

the next two months. April 16/17 at Tsa-La-Gi YC the Dogwood May 14/15 at WSC the Ho-

bock / Tilloson Memorial Regatta. May 21/22 Long Distance Classic at GLSC. You can 

check out the NOR and complete schedule at www.cssasailing.org. Yours Truly CSSA Com-

modore Bernie Kuse 

What a motley crew!   On March 6  TSC members gathered at Alameda Market for our periodic trash pick 
up.  Several years ago TSC has adopted the mile on Alameda Street between 72nd and 84th for trash pick 
up.  The Adopt-A-Mile program is overseen by the city of Norman.  By maintaining a clean up several times a 
year, we are providing an environmental service to the community.  We also have a sign coming from and go-
ing to the lake at each end of our mile naming our sponsorship. 
Trash can sometimes be unique.  It's also an interesting way to meet people.  Once a woman stopped and 
gave me money to supplement my cash for cans habit.  Last time the newly elected city councilman, Dave 
Spaulding, stopped to say how much he appreciated our efforts.  He didn't get away without learning all 
about LTEF and the sailing community. 
Pictured left to right are:  Tim Agin, Doris Shoemake, Ed Shoemake, Mary Anne Secrist, Phil Trotter, Rachael 
Agin and Maddi the dog (have emailed for name of pet).  Not pictured helpers were Paul Reynolds and Kerry 
Knowles. 

 

BoatHouse management committee 

Work Party Thunderbird Sailing Club 
If you are handy… please come out to help fix up the Harpoon, Capri and other boats  

Saturday, April 2nd from 10am to 2pm 
If you are a good person… 

Please come help fix up boats and clean out the red shed and storage container. If you are handy or good 

looking...just come on out and we will see what we can do with you.. 

If you have questions please call 

http://www.cssasailing.org


2011 BoatHouse Events calendar   

2011 Thunderbird Sailing Club and BoatHouse calendar   

 

TSC Board mtg 4:30 3rd Sat each month, general mtg starts at 6:00. Sea Scouts 10-2:00 each Sat.  

Full moons Apr 17, May 17, June 15, July 15, Aug 13, Sep 12.    
Apr 2  BH work party (boat repair) 

  Apr 15-17  Texoma Lakefest Regatta at the other tsc, Texoma Sailing Club, and Dogwood at Tsa-La-Gi, 16th. 

  Apr 16  TSC Mtg.  Program: Roger Elliott  

  Apr 23  Splash Day. Layton-type regatta: rotating skippers, 5-6 races, 2-4 crew each boat, on  5-6 small keel  boats.   

  Apr 30  BH rental and introductory sailing for Trinity Lutheran ESL class. 10-12:00 - Emily Jerman 
May 1  Commodore's Cup regatta 
  May 7   BoatHouse work party 9:00-1:00, McDonald's Cup series regatta 2:00  
  May 21-22  Sailing Counselor Class - Rick Shaw  
  May 21  TSC Mtg - early Club dinner and program - invite counselor class. Presentation: sailing instructors  

  May 28  Family Sailing Day - Karen Thurston 10-4:00 

  May 29 BH  Management comm. Mtg 3:00 

Jun 2-5  Level 1 Instructor Class - Rick Shaw 

  Jun 6-11  Adult Level 1 Basic Sailing Class - Mike Klatt  

  Jun 11  McDonald's Cup series regatta 2:00 

  Jun 12  Commodore's Cup regatta  

  Jun 18  TSC Mtg  
  Jun 20-25  Sailing Smart Kid's camp - Phil  
Jul 2  Alameda Mile Trash pick-up – Mary Anne 10:00 - Alameda Mkt., x from fire station 
  Jul 9  McDonald's Cup series regatta 2:00 

  Jul 10  Commodore's Cup regatta   

  Jul 11-16  Sailing Smart Kid's camp - Les 

  Jul 16  TSC Mtg (day after full moon)   
  Jul 21-23  Sailing Better intermediate Kid's camp - Paul  
  Jul 24   TBD - Boathouse Kid's camp regatta   
Aug 13  McDonald's Cup series regatta 2:00 
  Aug 14  Commodore's Cup regatta  

  Aug 20  TSC Mtg 

  Aug 27  Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association Water Fest  
Sep 5  TSC McDonald's Cup & Boathouse Volunteer Appreciation Day (Labor Day)   
  Sep 11  Commodore's Cup regatta  

  Sep 17  TSC Mtg 

  Sep 17  Catch A Special Thrill 
Oct 2   Layton Regatta  
  Oct 8   Alameda Mile Trash pick-up - Mary Anne10:00 - Alameda Mkt., x from fire station 

  Oct 15  TSC Annual business meeting and election  
Nov  6  Hiram Douglas Regatta 



 

The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse Presents 

Spring 2011 US SAILING 

Level One Instructor Course 
 

Raising the Quality of Sailing Instruction Across the Country.  

 For individual instructors who teach at Sailing Centers, Camps,  

Recreation Programs and Yacht Clubs 
WHY... 

1.  Opportunities to teach sailing at your facility or at facilities across the country. 

2.  US Sailing Certifications optimizes your club’s sail training program. 

3.  Synchronizes your experience with a proven sail training course.  

4.  An accomplishment for yourself that can last a lifetime 

Who... 
Individuals and instructors, 16 years old and over, eager to learn new teaching techniques,  

risk management, on the water drills, and organizational design. 

When and Where... 
Thursday June 2  to Sunday June 5 at Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma    

What... 
An intense four day, 40 hours course on how to teach sailing to beginners. Includes sports psychol-

ogy, lesson planning, and on-the-water techniques.  Course has applications to all levels of sailing 

training. 

How... 
$325 Course fee, $20 discount if registering by April 22 

US SAILING Membership (required) 

Applicants should be proficient in sailing Sunfish, Laser, and 420 type boats. Plus have good motor-

boat handling skills.  Pre completion of the NASBLA Motorboat safety course is required and candi-

date must have current CPR and First Aid cards.   

For additional information contact Rick Shaw, (405) 306-8597 Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net  

Or Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse Training Coordinator (405) 447-4974. 

 

Register on-line at: http://www.ussailing.org/training/Instructors/sbLevel1/sb_instructor.asp  

 

mailto:Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net
http://www.ussailing.org/training/Instructors/sbLevel1/sb_instructor.asp


Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

Boat House News!Come share the joy of com-

mon effort! Join us for a work party at the 

BoatHouse, Saturday April 2nd between 0900 

and 1200.  

Your 2011 officers!  From left,  Paul Reynolds, Commodore, David Craigie, 

Treasurer,  Mike Black,  Phil Moershel, Vice Commodore, Sheryl Tiffany, 

Secretary, Sam Tiffany Past-Commodore, Sam Tiffany, Commodore, Tim 

Agin, Rear Commodore. 
Commodore  Paul Reynolds 405 292 5364  par2058@yahoo.com 

Past Commodore  Sam Tiffany  793-1398 (h)

stiffany@powercosts.com 822-3280 (c) 

Vice Commodores   Phil Moershell  405 530 8952  (w)  405 208 1532 

(c )  pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 

Fleet Captain  currently vacant 

Rear Commodore  Tim Agin  405-410-3069(c )  405-736-7320 (w) 

Tim80@Cox.net 

Secretary  Sheryl Tiffany  793-1398, stiffany@cox.net  

Treasurer  David Craigie  613-7774 Incipient@msn.com 

Mainsheet Editor  Jim Eller  405-924-3148 (c ) wjimeller@gmail.com  

 

 Coastal Cruising 101 

Presentation by  Roger Elliott 

April 16th 

6-8 pm 

mailto:stiffany@cox.net


 

2011 Splash Day REGATTA SCORE SHEET 

 

BOAT SCORE SHEET 

 

RACE  #       ONE:           TWO           THREE   FOUR           FIVE           SIX           TOTAL 

 

PRECIOUS               _________!__________!___________!___________!__________!_________!____ =______20.75___ 

  

GR. PUMPKIN      _________ !__________!____________!___________!__________!_________!____=_____ 20.75___ 

           

SUN GO                  _________ !__________!____________!___________!__________!_________!____=_____ 20.75___ 

  

Greg T''s boat          _________!__________!____________!___________!__________!_________!____=______20.75___ 

  

                               __________!__________!____________!___________!__________!_________ !____=______20.75___ 

 

                               __________!__________!____________!___________!__________!_________ !____=______20.75___ 

  

  20.75           20.75       20.75   20.75         20.75 20.75       ____=_____124.50___ 

 

LOWEST NUMBER OF POINTS IN TOTAL WINS THE BOAT/CREW AWARD…  .75 FOR FIRST PLACE 

===================================================================================== 

 

SKIPPER SCORE SHEET 

 

SKIPPER   RACE         RACE         RACE        RACE RACE      TOTAL 

    ONE       TWO           THREE     FOUR   FIVE 

1. Mary Anne Secrist                ______        _______         ______         _______        ________  = _______ 

 

2.______________  ______         _______        ______         _______        ________ =          _______ 

 

3.______________              _______       _______       _______        _______        _______  =          ________ 

 

4._____________  _______        _______      _______         _______        _______  =           ________ 

 

5.______________  _______         _______      _______        ________      _______   =          ________ 

 



 

2011 Splash Day REGATTA SCORE SHEET 

 

BOAT SCORE SHEET 

 

RACE  #       ONE:           TWO           THREE   FOUR           FIVE           SIX           TOTAL 

 

PRECIOUS               _________!__________!___________!___________!__________!_________!____ =______20.75___ 

  

GR. PUMPKIN      _________ !__________!____________!___________!__________!_________!____=_____ 20.75___ 

           

SUN GO                  _________ !__________!____________!___________!__________!_________!____=_____ 20.75___ 

  

Greg T''s boat          _________!__________!____________!___________!__________!_________!____=______20.75___ 

  

                               __________!__________!____________!___________!__________!_________ !____=______20.75___ 

 

                               __________!__________!____________!___________!__________!_________ !____=______20.75___ 

  

  20.75           20.75       20.75   20.75         20.75 20.75       ____=_____124.50___ 

 

LOWEST NUMBER OF POINTS IN TOTAL WINS THE BOAT/CREW AWARD…  .75 FOR FIRST PLACE 

===================================================================================== 

 

SKIPPER SCORE SHEET 

 

SKIPPER   RACE         RACE         RACE        RACE RACE      TOTAL 

    ONE       TWO           THREE     FOUR   FIVE 

1. Mary Anne Secrist                ______        _______         ______         _______        ________  = _______ 

 

2.______________  ______         _______        ______         _______        ________ =          _______ 

 

3.______________              _______       _______       _______        _______        _______  =          ________ 

 

4._____________  _______        _______      _______         _______        _______  =           ________ 

 

5.______________  _______         _______      _______        ________      _______   =          ________ 

 



TIES WILL BE BROKEN BY THE HIGHER FINISHING SKIPPER IN THE FINAL TWO RACES:  IF STILL TIED IT WILL BE  BROKEN BY THE 
HIGHEST FINISHER IN THE FINAL RACE. 

===================================================================================== 

COMMUNICATIONS ON CHANNEL VHF 68…..BRING YOUR VHF RADIO IF YOU HAVE ONE.. 

 

__________________  WILL BE HEAD UP THE MARK/SAFETY BOAT OPERATIONS…AND WILL ASSIST WITH MOVING SKIPPERS 
FROM BOAT TO BOAT….SKIPPERS, FOR THE TRANSFER PUT YOUR BOAT IN SAFETY POSITION! 

 

RACE COURSE WILL BE ‘I’ COURSE ONLY, WILL BE ONE LAP ONLY FOR EACH RACE, ON EACH DOWNWIND RUN, EACH BOAT 
“MUST” GO THROUGH THE START/FINISH LINE.  

 

NO WHISKER POLES 

 

RC MAY CALL FOR ALL TO WEAR PFD’S DEPENDING ON WEATHER:  BRING YOUR OWN PFD IF YOU HAVE ONE 

 

IF PROTESTS, THE TWO SKIPPERS WILL HAVE 1 MINUTE EACH TO DESCRIBE ISSUE AND RC WILL RENDER  

DECISION, RACING RULES 2005-2008 WILL APPLY, NO APPEALS.  ONE 360 TO CLEAR VIOLATION ON WATER. 

 

DINNER AND AWARDS TO FOLLOW ONE HOUR AFTER FINAL RACE: 

 

 

RACE SCHEDULE:  SKIPPERS MEETING 10AM AND FIRST RACE 11AM 

RACE            

NUMBER :   (Precious)           (Gr. Pumpkin)     (Sun Go)      (                 )       (                   ) (                   ) 

 

ONE  SKIPPER 1           SKIPPER 2        SKIPPER 3        SKIPPER 4   SKIPPER 5 SKIPPER 6 

          Mary Anne Secrist                                                                                                                                         

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------- 

TWO  SKIPPER 2    SKIPPER 3     SKIPPER 4   SKIPPER 5   SKIPPER 6 SKIPPER 1 

       

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- 

THREE  SKIPPER 3    SKIPPER 4     SKIPPER 5   SKIPPER 6         SKIPPER 1   SKIPPER 2 

   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- 

FOUR  SKIPPER 4    SKIPPER 5     SKIPPER 6 SKIPPER 1   SKIPPER 2   SKIPPER 3 

   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------- 

FIVE  SKIPPER 5    SKIPPER 6     SKIPPER 1     SKIPPER 2   SKIPPER 3   SKIPPER 4 


