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An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with 
United States Sailing  & Central States Sailing Association 

P.O. Box 1652 
  Norman, Oklahoma 73070 

Note:  The TSC and BoatHouse share this PO Box. 

Commodore’s Message: Paul 

Reynolds 

Three hazards to launching and one cool beach: 

My boat is a swing-keel San Juan 21, usually stored alongside the house. As such I have had 

many opportunities to launch and rig my boat, and have found 3 hazards at our ramps. 

 

1. North ramp, up near Hog Creek: as you pull your boat out of the water, do not stay to the 

right as you come up into the parking lot. The overhanging branches swing low and will turn 

your mast into a pretzel. They did mine. 

2. Fisherman's Point ramp, south of the park office:  after the tornado new poles and power 

lines were installed.  One line now hangs about 25 ft. up and 30-40 ft out over the northeast 

corner of the parking lot. That power line is directly above the ramp. I would have connected 

my mast to it if there had not been a couple of trucks parked in the way. I spoke to Eric in the 

park office; he immediately came down to look and took pictures. He relayed my concerns to 

Keith Owens, the park director. 

3. Sailboat point ramp: Mike Galoob and I helped Julian launch his full-keel Catalina 22 last 

week. Her draft is about 3 1/2 ft. It floated nicely off the trailer but immediately ran aground. 

We tried pulling it every direction then paced off the underwater contours. It turns out there is 

a hole about 6 ft deep at the bottom of the ramp; just a little further there is a sand bar sur-

rounding the ramp, less that 3 ft. deep. We had to carreen the hull to get over.  

One cool beach: check it out. Sail a little north of east to the south edge of the cove across 

from the BoatHouse.   There a long southwest fetch, (you can see all the way to the south 

coast of the lake) has piled up a shallow sandbar with a steep drop-off. It has a great view of 

the lake, clean sand, and nice swimming. The sailing camp kid's loved it. 



Welcome to our new members:  

Welcome New Member! 

Please extend a hearty welcome to Laura Torneton. I first met Laura when she dropped by dur-

ing Phil's kid's camp. She was about to burst in her excitement to learn how to sail, and prom-

ised to join the Club. Sure enough here she is. She was great help at the my Intermediate 

Camp. We had a chance to go out on one of the Americans, and I can tell she will be a quick 

study. Please get her out on a boat.  Welcome aboard, Laura!   -Paul  Reynolds 

 Phone numbers you should know. 

Little River Marina   Bob Davis  (o) 364-

8335   (c) 823-5077 

Calipso Marina   Mark or Barbara (o) 360-

9846 

BH Management                447-4974 

Lake Patrol                       425-2323 

Troop A 

Cleveland Co. Sheriff       321-8600 

TBird Park office              364-7634 

TBird Park Ranger                364-7634 

Park office hours 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-

1500 wkend 

Membership Information 

If any of your membership information has changed, please con-

tact:  David Craigie 

9100 Pine Creek Dr., Midwest City OK 73130 

405 613 7774       Incipient@MSN.com  

August 20 MEETING  6:00 PM 

Second try!  Curtis was scheduled for the Ju-

ly meeting but because of a sprained ankle he 

want able to make it.  So, we will try again in 

August.  Now that we are bringing new boats 

we need to be mindful of what we are bring-

ing with them.  For our August meeting Cur-

tis Tackett a biologist with the Oklahoma De-

partment of fish and Wildlife Conservation 

will give a presentation on the aquatic nui-

sance species that are threatening our lakes 

and streams and what we need to do to pro-

tect our lakes from zebra mussels, hydrilla an 

other exotic species already in other Oklaho-

ma lakes that can foul our boats and ruin the 

sailing.  Please turn out for the August TSC 

meeting at 6:00 pm for potluck and to wel-

come Curtis Tackett. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO: 

Rick, Paul, Kerry and Doris who helped fill 

in for the July meeting.  Those of you who 

made the meeting  in our air conditioned 

comfortable meeting room despite the 100+ 

heat outside were treated to  some basic knot 

tying plus Rick demonstrating his prowess as 

a Will Rogers rope trickster.  We also heard 

Kerry’s frayed knot joke and learned how to 

do a dragging bowline. A special thanks to 

Doris for her fashion tips using knots. 

 
LAKE THUNDERBIRD  

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION   
  Roger Elliott:  President 

 

mailto:Incipient@MSN.com


2011 Thunderbird Sailing Club and BoatHouse Events 

 

 2011 Thunderbird Sailing Club and BoatHouse calendar [AUGUST]  

TSC Board mtg 5:00 3rd Sat each month, general mtg starts at 6:00.  

Sea Scouts 10-2:00 each Sat.       Full moons  Aug 13, Sep 12.   

 

Jul 29       Meteor shower – WATCH the Delta Aquarids and the Capricornids from the BH 

         dock!  9:00- 11:00  

 

Aug 14     Commodore's Cup regatta –  start at 3:00 sharp on the water, Portsmouth handicap 

Aug 20      TSC Mtg 6:00 

Aug 27      Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association Water Fest  

 

Sep 5        TSC McDonald's Cup & Boathouse Volunteer Appreciation Day (Labor Day)   

Sep 17      Catch A Special Thrill 7:00 AM 

Sep 17      Commodore's Cup regatta – 2:00-5:00, One design (3 American 14.6), or bring 

your        own dinghy 

Sep 17      TSC Mtg 6:00 

Sep 25      BH management Mtg  3:00 

 

Oct 2       Layton Regatta  

Oct 8       Alameda Mile Trash pick-up - Mary Anne 10:00 - Alameda Mkt., x from fire station 

Oct 15     TSC Annual business meeting and election  

 

Nov  6      Hiram Douglas Regatta 

Nov 19      tentative, BoatHouse work party 1:00 - 5:00 

Nov 19      TSC Mtg   

 

Dec 10      TSC Holiday Party (no further Dec. mtg) 



J u n i o r  S a i l i n g  P r o g r a m ! 

A really nice thing has happened at the BoatHouse. After the 3 kid's sailing camps and the 

Family day, we now have a group of young kids who want to come back and keep sailing. 

Rick has volunteered to help them come out during the Sea Scout's Saturday 10:00 - 2:00 time 

slot, but WE NEED HELP. It would be great to have someone at the BoatHouse to "mind the 

store" as well as some sailors. We only need a couple of volunteers every week or two; if 

YOU, and YOU, sign up for one day a month or once every 6 weeks, we will have it covered. 

I envision that eventually the parents of sailing kids will take responsibility for this group. 

Please write or call to let him know you can help.    Paul 

See Rick's note to parents below: 

Attention parents of Junior sailors; 

  

We will be having a meeting at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at 10am Saturday July 30th 

to organize the BoatHouse Junior sailing group.  

The program will be run with the support of the BoatHouse volunteers and Sea Scout Ship 

5790.  

The purpose is to continue offering sailing opportunities to those young sailors who have re-

cently passed the sailing camps at the Boathouse. After the meeting we will be launching 

boats and sailing until 2pm. 

Parents are encouraged to attend with their young sailors to help with the necessary moving of 

boats and assistance in the safety boats.  

  

Sailors need to bring their lunches, drinking water, sunblock, life jackets and be appropriately 

dressed for sailing. (no flip flops) 

  

I have attached a series of forms that you should print out, fill in the information and bring 

with you to the Saturday meeting. This will be a pre requisite to participation in the Junior 

sailing group. 

  

Currently there is no additional cost for participation in this program. However once we get 

the program started we may want to get T-Shirts, a fund for bottled water & ice, and maybe 

some trophies for an end of the summer event. But first let's see who shows up on Saturday 

and how we can organize a Junior Sailing program for the kids. 

  

If you have any questions, or concerns, call me at 405-306-8597. You can also check the Sea 

Scout Ship 5790 Facebook page for more information about us. 

Rick Shaw 

tel:405-306-8597


July 2011 Kids Sailing Camp Report 

July 11-16 

 

First I want to thank the following volunteers:  Altus Boren, Barbara Schindler, Phil Moershel, Emily Jerman, Hadley Jerman, Te-

resa Galoob, Fabiola Spens, Doris Shoemaker, La Devenitch, Ray Psikal, Corbett Brown, Marilyn Friend, Paul Reynolds, Chad and 

Pat Cox, Vernon Green, Howard Haines and Roger Elliott.  These great volunteers helped make this a very successful sailing camp. 

 

The week kicked off with all 13 kids showing up on time and ready to learn to sail.  After the rudimentary introductions, review of 

the rules, completing paperwork and describing the BoatHouse facilities, we were treated to a presentation by Lake Patrol Officer, 

David Lynch who has been stationed at Lake Thunderbird over twenty years.  He checked out each camper’s PFD and explained 

his duties as a Lake Patrol Officer.  He then took the kids out to his vehicle and let them check it out including the cursory siren 

operation. 

 

The kids did great in their swim test, capsize drill and had a great time rowing and paddling the kayak, canoe, and prams.  On 

Wednesday morning we took them out for their first ‘official’ solo sail as we had a few solo on Tuesday afternoon.  With very nice 

light south winds we decided it would be a perfect time to take them for their sail across the lake.  Everyone did a great job and 

really enjoyed the long-distance sail. 

 

The remainder of the days included more review of the Boating Basic and Activity books and lots more sailing.  On Friday after-

noon we sailed again across the lake, but this time we made landfall at the point right across the lake where Les had found a beauti-

ful sandy bar that had very clear water and hard sand.  He had each of the boats pull up their centerboard as they approached, 

moved onto the sand bar and dropped the centerboards to lock in the boats so they couldn’t sail away.  For the next 30-45 minutes 

the kids had a ball exploring the sandbar and enjoying the swimming area that dropped off to over 6’ just a couple feet from the 

sand bar.  After the visit to the east side of the lake we had to use all three of the safety boats to tow the sailboats back as the wind 

had disappeared completely. 

 

Each day Les reviewed the test with the students and he reports that 7 of the 13 students had a perfect score and everyone passed 

the exam.  We had decided to end the camp earlier this year because of the extreme heat and had notified all the kids and parents 

that we would be doing the sailing early in the morning so we could get all the boats and equipment put away before it got too hot.  

We had great help from the volunteers as well as many of the parents and were able to start the awards at 11am.  Many awards were 

handed out along with their certificate of completion.  The Outstanding Student Awards went to Nick Spens (son of members Bill 

and Fabiola Spens) and Harrison Boren (grandson of members Altus and Barbara Boren).   

 

TSC Commodore Paul Reynolds welcomed the parents aboard the TSC as Associate Members and invited them to attend our meet-

ings and regattas.  Rick Shaw, Skipper of the Sea Scout Ship proposed a Jr. Sea Scout opportunity for the campers and invited them 

to come out each Saturday from 10am until 2pm to sail with the Sea Scouts. 

 

Paul also reminded the  new sailors and parents that he and Phil Moershel would be  teaching an ‘Intermediate ‘ sailing program on 

the weekend of July 21-23.  Paul had hoped to have a minimum of four  students but it looks like he will have around six!  Hopeful-

ly they will have some volunteers lend a hand for this class as well.   

 





Sailing "Better"  camp just got better and better. 

Despite a beastly hot summer the 1st annual Sailing "Better" Intermediate Camp went off well, with 5 kids 

joining us for 3 days of upwind sailing, an introduction to racing, and crewing. We had a Minifish, a Sunfish 

and 3 Optis out. On the 2nd day Mike Galoob and I took them out on the 2 new Americans and sailed up to-

wards the dam. It is amazing what 2 squirt guns will do to enliven a close-hauled pursuit.  Our most popular 

destination was the beach across  the lake - just right for sailing up to a sandbar and jumping into the deep 

drop-off.  On the 3rd day I stood astonished as they accomplished what I had only dreamed of - completed 4 

races on a triangle course.  They learned the start sequence, how to hike, go to weather, and give-way when 

required. Hats off to Matt Tyler, Walker Pitchlynn, Randy Summers, Braden Henson and Eleanor Schrem! 

Much thanks and a deep bow to all the helpers: Phil Moershel, Marilyn Friend, Kerry Knowles, Tina Park, 

Mike Galoob, Laura Torneton, Chad Cox, Linda Sadler, Les cummings, Rick Shaw, and Roger Elliott.  The 

parents were wonderful on Saturday; we cleaned and packed up in record time. Thank you to all.  -Paul 

Reynolds 

All Boat Commodore’s Cup 

Here is the plan! On Sunday, August 14th, we will run races without RC boat and will once 

again use two permanent marks in front of the club as the start line.  The start will be at a set 

time on the day of the event.  From the start line we will sail a preset course, most likely go-

ing south first then back north to an area north of the club, then back to the finish line.  When 

you finish you will be responsible for recording your finish time. Based on the official start 

time and the finish time I will calculate the handicap results. The races will be scored with the 

Portsmouth rating system and everyone will be scored as one fleet with spinnakers and non 

spins properly calculated by adjusting the rating. 

Any boat is welcome! Whether you have a keel boat or a dinghy feel free to bring it out and 

race!  

The race is going to be Sunday August  14th at 3pm exactly.   Use this website to make sure 

that your watch matches the official time. http://time.gov/timezone.cgi?Central/d/-6/java 

The dates for the next two races will follow soon but I want to check and make sure that they 

do not conflict with other plans.  Also if you are interested in racing and don’t have a boat get 

ahold of me and we can figure something out for you.  If you have any questions please email me 

at Santana616tdg@gmail.com or  

call me 405-213-5850.   Vernon Green 

http://time.gov/timezone.cgi?Central/d/-6/java
mailto:Santana616tdg@gmail.com


Boat launch 

After much work to bring it here and fix up the bottom, Julian Horner launched his good-

looking fixed-keel C-22. She floats beautifully.  The only glitch was the 3 ft. deep berm below 

the ramp.  Julian's son Joshua had the brilliant idea to careen the hull,  and it worked. Hope to 

see Julian, La-

na , and children 

sailing soon.  



Program for August Meeting 

August 20th 6-8pm 

Curtis Tackett a biologist with the Oklahoma 

Department of fish and Wildlife Conservation  

will give a presentation on the aquatic nui-

sance species that are threatening our lakes. 

Remember it’s a Potluck , too 

Your 2011 officers!  From left,  Paul Reynolds, Commodore, David Crai-

gie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, Vice Commodore, Sheryl Tiffany, Secre-

tary, Sam Tiffany Past-Commodore, Sam Tiffany,  Past Commodore. 

Commodore  Paul Reynolds 405 292 5364  par2058@yahoo.com 

Past Commodore  Sam Tiffany  793-1398 (h)stiffany@powercosts.com

 822-3280 (c) 

Vice Commodore   Phil Moershell  405 530 8952  (w)  405 208 1532 (c )  

pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 

Fleet Captain  Kerry Knowles  833-7044   Kmellgren@cox.net 

Rear Commodore  Tim Agin  405-410-3069(c )  405-736-7320 (w) 

Tim80@Cox.net 

Secretary  Sheryl Tiffany  793-1398, stiffany@cox.net  

Treasurer  David Craigie  613-7774 Incipient@msn.com 

Mainsheet Editor  Jim Eller  405-924-3148 (c ) wjimeller@gmail.com  

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

mailto:stiffany@cox.net

