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The Thunderbird Sailing Club is continually rejuvenated by the addition of new members. I
asked several of our new members to give a short biography of themselves and their experiences in sailing.
Matt Maupin wrote that he learned to sail while he was attending the U.S. Naval Academy. Sailboats were abundant there and he and his friends would spend their weekends sailing.
Matt claims that he had many nautical experiences aboard ships but his work left little time for
sailing. Finally, he was home ported in Japan in 1999 where he could indulge his passion for
sailing. When he relocated to Norman, a friend told him about the Thunderbird Sailing Club
and through that he learned about Sea Scouts. Volunteering with the Sea Scouts has helped him
brush up on his sailing skills and, also, given him the opportunity to work with young sailors.
He is also a willing volunteer in the many activities associated with TSC.
Since leaving the Navy in 2006, he worked in industry as a project manager and engineer
until entering school at OU full-time in 2010 to pursue a master‟s degree in History of Science.
Matt has two sons, Jonathan (age 10) and Rylan (age 8), who live in Virginia with their mother.
Rylan spent July in Norman, attending sailing camp, raft-ups, and other sailing activities.
Michael Bush wrote the following response to my inquiry: “I was introduced to a variety of water sports (sailing, scuba diving snorkeling, and surfing) while working as a radar specialist on hurricane/typhoon hunter aircraft in the Pacific. Over the past 35 years, I have continuously owned some type of sailing vessel. I have sailed on quite a few lakes, rivers, reservoirs, and retention ponds in at least seven of the 11 states where I have lived. The boats I‟ve
owned have always been trailer sailors, so they could travel with me when I relocated.”
“My most memorable sailing adventure took place in the summer of 2011. That year the
severe drought dropped the water level of Lake Hefner to a record low. An inability to launch
from the Hefner boat ramps provided the „excuse‟ I needed to trailer my boat back and forth
across the state of Oklahoma, to sail some of the many lakes here.” continued on page 2
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from page 1

Julian Horner wrote that he and his wife became interested in sailing while sitting on a
beach in Cozumel and viewing the beautiful sailboats. Last summer they bought a Catalina 22
and “spent the hot part of the summer doing a bottom job.” With the help of Paul and Mike
they launched it for its maiden voyage. On the way back to the marina, the fixed keel stuck in
the mud. With great effort they freed it. Julian‟s narrative did not say what happened to that
boat. Julian wrote that they purchased a Catalina 30 named Split Three Ways, a tornado boat
which had been hauled to Texoma for repairs. They bought her in her state of disrepair. He and
his son, Austin, spent six months working to get her to her pristine beauty. According to
Julian, “We are soon to christen her S/V Perseverance, since she lived through the tornado and
because it took so much out of Austin and I to refit her!”
He and his wife, Lana, have eight children ranging in age from 22 to 13 (Austin is the
only boy). Julian has an electrical engineering firm in Norman providing electrical design
work for architects. He said the he has the privilege of serving as a pastor for Berry Road Baptist Church alongside Josh Wagner, another sailor. —Barbara Schindler

Kids Camp 2 photos by Cristina Moershel. :O)

Kids Camp 2 Sailors
Ready for Cape Horn!
The July camp went great with light and
very light winds. The ten kids had a great
time with very few capsizes. They sailed
across the lake twice and had a great time at
the beach across the lake. These kids are
ready to sail around the Horn. I had a wonderful staff with Bobby Cocherham,
Eleonor Schrems, Cristina Moershel, Jim
Eller, Karen Melgren and Chintalah Devenitch through the week and everyone that
helped out on Saturday! —Phil Moershel
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Getting Better All the Time!
Thank you to all the volunteers who made the second annual Sailing Better Intermediate Sailing Camp a reality. We had eight enthusiastic kids who made great headway in learning to race
and improving their upwind trim. All the kids had attended the Sailing Smart camp at least
once, and for one of kids, Walker Pitchlynn, this was at his fourth camp.
The heat was brutal, reaching 109 on Thursday, but we managed to keep everyone cool
and reasonably hydrated. We swam a lot. We attempted to sail all the way to the island but
were stalled by dying winds, which then swirled around to a fresh and upwind breeze as we
headed in to the BoatHouse. I might have several of the kids convinced there is treasure, or at
least some bones, on our island.
Special thanks to Les and Kerry for making sure the AC was working. Huge thanks to
Altus Boren and Teresa Galoob who were able to help all three days. In addition, I had great
help form Jim Eller, Jerry Lojka, Matt Maupin, and Phil Moershel. Mike Klatt, Mike Galoob,
and Les Cummings were invaluable with clean up. Photos by Teresa Galoob.
It takes a lot of effort to put these camps on, but in the end it was terrific fun and well
worth it. I had to give one young man, Garrett Jones, the award for “Proudest Smile” after he
demonstrated his skill to his family. —Paul Reynolds
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A Lesson in History
New member Matt Maupin, a Naval Academy graduate, will present a program Aug. 18 on the
U.S. Navy during the “Golden Age of Sail.” The presentation will be based on Matt‟s research
on a naval expedition in the early 1800s. He will give us a view of life aboard a U.S. naval
vessel on an extended expedition. Read Matt‟s bio in the article on new members on page 1.
Members are reminded that guests are welcome! Please bring at least one!
The meeting will be at 6:30 p.m., and there will be a potluck as usual. If you have suggestions for programs, please provide them to Kerry Knowles. Input is always welcome.

Just hanging out!
1.) Ed Shoemaker’s birthday, 2.)
Kathy Anderson, 3.) Past Commodore of OCBC, 4.) Girls just want
to have fun!, and 5.) Jim Waller.
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From Thessalon, Ontario (July)
We left Petoskey, MI, and headed across Little Traverse Bay to Harbor Springs where it was a
delight to again anchor out. If there was ever a destination for rich retirees, this has to be the
place. The peninsula houses the rich and famous from the Amways to the DuPonts in homes
that exceed 30,000 sq. feet. We anchored right off of the Little Harbor Club, a restaurant that
the tip would likely exceed my meager meal budget.
During our stay on Tuesday, the Harbor Springs Yacht Club was serving up entertainment all day. Dinghy classes during the day and Tuesday night races with the J boats and sleek
yachts racing, I mean serious racing on Little Traverse Bay.
Our next port was St Helena‟s Island, 46 miles away and our longest stretch over the
open waters of Lake Michigan. We wanted to tour the light house and in order to do that, at 5
mph, we had to leave at three in the morning. While Joyce and Jon slept, I motored out of the
harbor and up the Michigan coast with help from the eye in the sky, GPS.
At 9:30 we passed our last point before heading east to St Helena‟s Island; only 11 more
miles to go on this leg of our trip. At 11:30 we rounded St Helena‟s Island and anchored near
another sailboat. We made it past the
most intimidating part of our trip and in just a few
more miles
we would be under the Mackinac Bridge
and sailing
on Lake Huron.
On Friday, June 29, we lifted anchor for the last time in Lake Michigan and headed under the Mackinac Bridge. I was telling Joyce that we had to keep a keen eye out for freighters.
With a keen eye I looked one way and then I looked the other. Joyce asked me what that thing
was to our port. Gasping and turning the tiller more to Starboard, I said, that is a freighter.
Freighters, move swiftly and we were closing on each other, my plan was to give him the right
of way. More than a little interesting to share the waterways with such behemoths.
We had dinner on board Incipient with Jim and Jessie Haslock of Cheboygan, MI, and
Mike and Carolyn Richards of Lansing New York, all good trailer/sailing friends for many
years. Our truck and trailer are stored in the Haslocks‟ winter barn for the summer. We had
fresh White Fish and Lake Trout. What a pleasure to dine on board with friends. Also I discovered a leak in my dinghy gas tank. No matter how hard we tried to prepare, something always
malfunctions. I asked our good friend Jack Beggs in the Detroit area to research finding a new
one. He found one in the Cheboygan area, close enough for Jim to bring to me. Gosh I love my
trailer/sailing friends. Thanks again, guys!!!
On Saturday we had a wonderful sail to Mackinac Island where we would spend the next
two days. We enjoyed the throngs of visitors who flock to Mackinac Island, an exclusive island, sans automobiles, but horses and bicycles rule here. To see the island in style, Jon and I
rented two bikes and rode at least 30+ miles riding the flat perimeter route the first day, and
then riding over hill and dale the next, visiting old battle fields where the British and Americans fought it out on land and on the water
It is very difficult to anchor at Mackinac Island, and getting a slip without a reservation on a busy weekend is next to impossible. However , we were lucky to have a friend with a
private mooring which we were invited to use.
continued on page 6
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On Monday we headed out for the Les Cheneaux islands in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan. We made a lunch stop in Hessell where we visited with the most affable harbor master in Michigan. Gail lives on a nearby island during the season and teaches tennis in Phoenix
during the winter. What a life....
It was an interesting sail 33 mile sail to our next anchorage on Harbor Island. The winds
changed directions several times. What seemed good one moment went flat the next, just as
soon as the sails were set, another wind change, however it ended up being a good down wind
sail. We spent the rest of the day dinghy exploring and tracking around the island. Two Sand
Hill Cranes were on the shore along with Loons. We were anchored just north of Drummond
Island Michigan, but officially in the North Channel. The weather is predicted to be warm and
settled for the next week.
On July 4th, we headed out across a windless flat lake with Canada just a few miles
away. At 9:15 we were just off of Chippewa Point on Drummond Island and were motoring in
windless conditions. We continued on the Thessalon Marina where we took a slip and provisioned at the local Value Mart. The weather information is the Canadian version of NOAA.
The Temperature is given in Centigrade, wind speeds in kilometers and wave height in meters.
Thessalon could hardly be called a destination port in the North Channel but it is a good place
to check into Canadian customs and the grocery store is within walking distance. We have recorded over 450 miles on our GPS so far this summer. It was a good trip and I am glad we did
it! It will be a one-way trip home because being trailerable means you can take your vehicle to
wherever you want to end your voyage. This gives us more time to spend in the North Channel, in the lakes that God made.
See you on the water, David, Joyce and Jon
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Get Involved in the GODSA
Water Fest this Month!
The Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association Water Fest is almost upon us. It runs
Saturday, Aug. 18 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. This
year I am proud to say the BoatHouse will have a hydraulic person-lift installed on the dock.
This was purchased by the LTEF, at a large discount from Asbury Medical Solutions. Phil and
I spent some time in the cool water under the dock this Saturday figuring out how to overengineer the installation. We were accompanied by five to six small perch who seemed to find
Phil‟s bare belly a delectable feast.
The WaterFest is a clinic for folks with disabilities interested in learning to water ski,
kayak, and sail. We of course provide the BoatHouse and the sailing instruction. Volunteers so
far include Dave Craigie with Shamrock, Jim Eller with Gusto, Phil Moershel and myself.
This is a really cool event we can be proud to host. If you would like to volunteer, please call
Paul at 250-2093, or email par2058@yahoo.com.

Tale Tails for August

August Birthdays

*Just want to make a point: it is hot…hotter than last summer.
*The lake is down around 6-7 inches, but big craft can get out of
the marina.
*Enya is in the water again and ready to sail and as fine as ever.
*James W. showed his “wine” knowledge with the crew on the
July 3 raft up—he brought the finest cork screw to open up a
twist top bottle of wine. It didn‟t matter…the crew brought their
finest container of box wine to compare the taste.
*According to OCBC past commodore…he is more of a tyrant
than Janie Davis when it comes to barking out rules and regulations. (I need to be nicer to Janie)
*Ed Shoemaker was delighted when the club members sang
Happy Birthday to him. Now that he is 69 he didn‟t hear how
bad they were off key.
*FYI
was the ship that Mark Wilson,
Ron Crabtree, and Joe Sparks
owned while members of
Thunderbird Sailing Club.
Mark and Ron participated on
the great Uncle Donnie trip to
Chesapeake Bay also.
*My vacation to Colorado…I
just had to share this picture.
ddewsail

5 Betsey Streuli
6 Don Wanzer
11 Sam Tiffany
15 Barbara Boren
19 Steve Robison
19 Andy Reiger
21 Cheryl Brackett
21 George LeVan
25 Linda Lojka
28 Linda Sadler
29 Butch Enterline
30 Bill Burrows
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11th Annual CAST for Kids
Saturday, September 15, 2012
The Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation and the CAST for Kids Foundation will sponsor the 10th
annual CAST for Kids fishing derby at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse on Saturday, Sept.
17, 2011.
We are pleased to report that Homeland Stores, Sysco Oklahoma and other donors will
provide the food again this year!
Les is working with all the donors who have supported the event over these past ten years
and are confident that donations will continue to come in as they have in the past.
Set up is 7 a.m., fishermen start arriving about then too, at 8 a.m. the kids start arriving
and they leave for their fishing trip at 9am. At that time Chef Roger Elliott will have his team
preparing the food for lunch at 11:30ish. Food prep and servers are always needed for Roger‟s
cooking and serving team!
When the luncheon is finished the awards are handed out and everything should be completed around 2 p.m. The BoatHouse and grounds are cleaned up and we will celebrate the
10th Annual CAST for Kids Fishing Derby.
Please come out to be part of this exciting event. We will need fishing boats and especially pontoon boats to take these special children out on their annual fishing trip.
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From Fleet Captain Jim Eller
Friday, August 3, Raft-Up: Bring food to share, swimsuits and musical instruments.
Our raft-ups are a good time. We start with some of us just sailing around and others gathering at the BoatHouse. You don‟t have to have a boat to join in. Come to the BoatHouse and
hitch a ride. Gathering and sailing time will be 6-8 p.m. around the BoatHouse. Raft-up will
be from 8-10 p.m. or so, weather and water dependent. Please bring guests!

Meteor Shower: Party on the Dock, Sunday, Aug. 12. Bring beverages and snacks
to share. Aug. 12 from 8 p.m. until whenever. Bring a lawn chair or a blanket and watch “The
Perseids shower,” which is visible from mid-July each year, with the peak in activity being
between Aug. 9 and 14, depending on the particular location of the stream. During the peak,
the rate of meteors reaches 60 or more per hour. They can be seen all across the sky, but because of the path of Swift-Tuttle‟s orbit, Perseids are primarily visible in the Northern Hemisphere. As with all meteor showers, the rate is greatest in the pre-dawn hours, since the side
of the Earth nearest to turning into the sun scoops up more meteors as the Earth moves
through space.
CALENDAR: AUGUST THROUGH DECEMBER
AUGUST
(Fri) 3 RAFT UP, 6 TO 10 p.m., BOAT HOUSE OPEN
(Sun) 12 VIEW METEOR SHOWER FROM BOATHOUSE
DECK FROM 8 p.m. UNTIL MIDNIGHT
(Sat) 18 GREATER OKLAHOMA DISABLED SPORTS ASSOCIATION, i.e. WATER FEST
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact Paul Reynolds
(Sat) 18 GENERAL MEETING AT 6:30 p.m. PROGRAM AND POTLUCK.
SEPTEMBER
(Mon) 3 LABOR DAY CELEBRATION
Time 1:00-4.00 ROGER ELLIOT AT THE GRILL
TSC MCDONALD‟S CUP EASY RACE.
(Fri) 14 PREPARATION FOR CAST contact- LES CUMMINGS
(Sat) 15 CAST (CATCH A SPECIAL THRILL) BEGINS AT 7:00 a.m.
(Sat) 15 GENERAL MEEETING (6:30) PROGRAM / POTLUCK
OCTOBER
(Sat) 20 LATYTON REGATTA
(Sat) 20 GENERAL MEETING At 6:30 P.M. PROGRAM/ POTLUCK and
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
NOVEMBER
(Sat) 4 HIRAM DOUGLAS REGATTA, contact PHIL MOERSHEL
(Sat) 17 GENERAL MEETING 6:30 p.m.
DECEMBER
(Sat) 15 THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY
JANUARY
1
NEW YEAR‟S DAY SAIL (weather permitting...12:00)
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Thunderbird Sailing Club Officers
Commodore: Barbara Schindler, 321-1354, bschin@cox.net
Past Commodore: Paul Reynolds, 292-5364, par2058@yahoo.com
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles, 833-7044,
mellgren@cox.net
Fleet Captain: Jim Eller, 924-3148 wjimeller@gmail.com
Rear Commodore: Orville & Courtney Fisher, 793-0758
icusailor@yahoo.com
Secretary: Teresa & Mike Galoob, 329-2514,
mtgaloob@msn.com
Treasurer: David Craigie, 613-7774 incipient@msn.com
Mainsheet Editors: Doris Dewberry & Emily Jerman,
ddewsail@aol.com & ejerman@ou.edu
BoatHouse: Michael Klatt, 579-5644 (h), 496-7591 (c),
mdklatt@ou.edu
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