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Commodore’s Message: Sam Tiffany 

Hello ThunderSailors!  

Hi All, 

Here it is December and it seems like only a short time ago 

that I was being presented as the new Thunderbird Sailing 

Club Commodore. It’s been a fun and interesting year for me 

and for the club. I remember working with the board last Jan-

uary to plan this year’s activities. Last February we entered 

the Norman Mardi Gras parade, had some great fun and the 

club’s float won the Kings Choice award. As you know, our 

plans for the year’s activities were changed drastically when, 

on May 10, the Little River Marina was destroyed by a torna-

do. The Race Judicatta was cancelled because we couldn’t put 

enough boats on the water to have the race. The Commo-

dore’s Cup and Layton Regatta took on a new look as they 

were raced in centerboard boats. The Hiram Douglas was our 

only keelboat event of the year, but many of the club mem-

bers that usually race were unable to participate because their 

boats had been destroyed by the tornado. I think that one of 

the worst effects of the tornado was to take away the sailing 

that our members do on weekends and evenings throughout 

the year. The new marina is scheduled to open this spring and 

many of our members are either rebuilding or replacing their 

boats, so we can look forward to better times next year. 

 

There were some bright spots over the course of the year, 

though. Kerry Knowles put together the first TSC/BoatHouse 

open house in June. Several partner organizations were repre-

sented including the Sea Scouts, the Coast Guard Auxiliary 

and the LTEF. Over 100 visitors came by to see what we 

have to offer and enjoy a hot dog and a sailboat ride. 

 

Surprisingly, another bright spot was the club’s sailing pro-

gram. When Vernon Green agreed to take on the post of Fleet 

Captain, he was expecting to organize a full slate of sailing 

events for the club’s keelboats. Due to the tornado, most of 

those boats were unavailable, but Vernon still did a great job 

in difficult circumstances by utilizing the LTEF and Sea 

Scout centerboard boats. We used these boats for the open 

house, the Commodore’s Cup, and the Layton Regatta. We re

-discovered the fun of sailing small boats and I hope we con-

tinue to have small boat sailing activities. 

 

Vice Commodores Ed Shoemaker and Doris Dewberry did a 

great job this past year. Whether it was recruiting guest 

speakers for our meetings, planning a menu of hot dogs, 

chips and drinks for an unknown number of guests at the 

open house, organizing Pirate/Island day or organizing the 

chili cook-off at the Hiram Douglas, Ed and Doris always 

came through. 

 

When this year started, I didn’t realize the importance of the 

position of Club Secretary. After a year of board meetings, 

now I do. Stephanie Nguyen has done well keeping up the 

calendar on the TSC web site, but she’s really done well at a 

much harder task - capturing the thoughts of the (sometimes 

rambling) board members so we can keep track of what went 

on at board meetings. 

 

At our recent meeting in November, the club elected next 

year’s board: 

Paul Reynolds – Commodore 

Phil Moershel – Vice Commodore 

Tim Agin – Rear Commodore 

Mike Black – Fleet Captain 

Davie Craigie – Treasurer 

Sheryl Tiffany – Secretary 

 

So now my year as Commodore is just about over. It’s been a 

fun and interesting year, indeed. 

 

Sam 

 

Paul  Reynolds and David Craigie earlier this year  
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Above are the 2006 BoatHouse and Boatyard cleaning volunteers!!! 

50' extension cord     

1 1/2" nylon ratchet straps 

compact fluorescent spot-light 60-watt bulbs  

vice grips        

4-digit combo locks  

drum liners kitchen trash bags  

2) automotive jack stands 

small/medium retractable trailer wheels 

3" boat #s (especially "O" & "K") 

shop towels       

charcoal    

2-cycle oil 

(1) 100' or (2) 50’ commercial-grade garden hoses 

Any donations of these items are appreciated! 

Christmas items needed for the BoatHouse! 

When:  Saturday, December 4 

Where:  Lake Thunderbird Boathouse 

Time:  9am til 1PM 

Bring:  Cleaning supplies, gloves, bucket, tools, etc. 

What:  Clean the inside and outside of the BoatHouse and  Clean,  

  organize, and winterize Boatyard/Equip 

The BoatHouse and Boatyard 

Need your help! 
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Christmas Party December 11th 6-8pm 

The annual Christmas Party is the 
best tradition of the TSC.  It will fea-
ture the finest of food and spirits set 
in a festive setting of holiday 
cheer.   Decorating will begin at 4 pm 
on Saturday, December 11th, so any-
one with  holiday ideas and or table 
ornaments contact Doris Dewberry at 
ddewsail@ aol.com. In the  past the 
special delicacies have adorned our 
appetizers, desserts, vegetable dish-
es, relishes,and  wine and cham-
pagne beverage table. Smoked salm-
on and shrimp has always been a fa-
vorite. Only the best is good enough 
for TSC members. The veteran mem-
bers know this annual celebration re-
inforces the strength and kindness of 
each person; so new members 
please attend, and bring your own 
special talents and spirits while par-
ticipating in this TSC tradition.  Yes, 
members there is a Santa Clause ! 
We are the Miracle on 34th Street, A 
Wonderful Life and Rudolf, Frosty all 
rolled into one.  
 
Doris Dewberry and Edward Shoe-
maker 
Vice Commodores 
TSC 

The party is on Saturday, December 11, 

from 6:00 til 8:00 or so. The board will be 

furnishing a ham, and a turkey, and Phil 

Moershel will once again be bringing a 

smoked salmon. Members are asked to 

bring side dishes and desserts. The board 

will be decorating the BoatHouse before 

the party, starting at 4:30. Anyone else 

who wants to help out is welcome. The 

program will be presentation of awards 

and introduction of the new board. If you 

took a tag off the BoatHouse Christmas 

tree to remember to bring the gift they 

bought for the BoatHouse  

 

Party -Noel Noel Noel Noel –Party 

http://aol.com
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Look Toward a Happy New Year!! 

F r o m  t h e  n e w  C o m m o d o r e : 

 

I've been telling family and friends I walked into the wrong 

meeting the other night and emerged Commodore. It was a 

hotly contested election, with both Phil and I trying to be the 

first one to disappear into our seat. Jim Eller can be very per-

suas ive in a  gentle  and persis tent  way. 

 

I  a m  h o n o r e d ,  a n d  e a g e r  t o  s e r v e . 

 

What a year we have had! Even before the tornado, the 

NROTC had decided to save money and do in-house sail 

training. So the BoatHouse lost one great opportunity for 

service and source of revenue. Although the tornado missed 

the BoatHouse, the fallout on our members and our ability to 

hold events was severe.  At least 21 club members' boats 

were lost or heavily damaged.  A week after the tornado I 

climbed around the wreckage of the marina, in shock that 

something so relatively solid could be so disintegrated. I re-

member Mary Anne's wave of tears at first sight of Oh 

Yeah's wounds. We have much rebuilding to do. 

 

Still, I am amazed that the Club officers and members, who 

have together made this not just a place or an activity but a 

source of inspiration, have been able to accomplish such 

great things this year.  We had some great races, a super kid's 

camp, an active Sea Scout Ship, another Water Fest, Catch A 

Special Thrill,  and many good meals.  Bravo to the 2010 

board: Sam, Ed & Doris, Kerry, Vernon, Stephanie, Dave 

a n d  T e d ! 

 

As I look forward to the new year, I think that one of the 

most exciting things we can do together is celebrate the 

launching of old and new boats.  Look for details soon on 

how we will do this. We need some good excuses to party 

and I know we can find them! Another way to get back on 

the water is to better utilize our agreement with the Boat-

house. One aspect of the agreement is this: if you volunteer 

for and support Boathouse programs you can use the equip-

ment, as long as do it in pairs or during an organized 

event.  As Commodore I feel my responsibility is to achieve 

a happy balance between our members' recreational needs 

and the opportunities for service offered by the BoatHouse. 

My sense is that the scales have tipped a little too often in the 

direction of work; I intend to put a few more ounces on the 

s i d e  o f  p l a y . 

See you soon, at the work party, the Holiday party, and the 

N e w  Y e a r ' s  D a y  s a i l . 

 

Paul Reynolds, Commodore 

T S C  M e m b e r s , 

 

I want to start by saying I am excited to serve as your fleet 

captain for the next year.  I have recently gotten back into 

sailing and I must say it has been a great source of excite-

ment and satisfaction which I had missed since the last time 

I sailed with my father as a child.  I am honored to have 

been selected and I hope that I can give back to the members 

of this club what the club has given me over the last 2 years.. 

 

The 2011 sailing season is going to be a difficult one at 

TSC.  As you all know, the tornado on May 10th destroyed 

the majority of our sailing fleet and we are all going through 

a rebuilding process on our own and collectively as a 

club.  What this means to me, as fleet captain, is that I need 

to do everything I can to make it easier for club members to 

get back on the water and back around the other sailors in 

this club with whom they share so many fond sailing memo-

ries.  That said, I have a few ideas of my own and the other 

board members have thrown out a few as well, but I encour-

age you as members to let me know what I can do to help 

you toward that goal.  Some of the plans I have, which will 

be refined and scheduled in the near future, are: 

 

1)      To gather a list of all boats and skippers available for 

raft-ups, cruises, etc who would be able to take passengers. 

2)      To create a sign-up sheet for all on-the-water social 

events so that if someone who does not have a boat would 

like to participate they can still come out on the water and 

enjoy some good company.  

3)      To arrange “launch day” ceremonies for the launching 

of new or rebuilt boats to commemorate our sailors getting 

back onto the water with their vessels. 

4)      To organize work days to help members get their boats 

repaired and back sailing faster. 

5)      To bring in guest speakers to present repair techniques, 

and other 

tips for getting boats in seaworthy condition sooner. 

6)      To organize a monthly dinghy race series using club 

boats 

7)      Anything the club feels is worth-while and practical. 

So,  I will keep you all posted as to our plans through the 

mainsheet 

and announcements during club meetings.  Let me know if 

there is 

anything I can do for you as fleet captain to help make your 

sailing 

experiences with the club more enjoyable. 

Mike Black , Fleet Captain 
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Happy Birthdays for Dec/Jan 

December 

 

Bobby Smith 12/12 

 

 

Altus Boren 12/3 

 

 

Loraine Frank 12/3 

 

 

Phil Trotter  12/12 

 

 

Charlie  Schindler 

             12/27 

 

 

Linda Vrenick 12/31 

January  

Wanda Lively 1/1 

 

Mary Doezema 1/3 

Connie Divine 1/4 

 

Rita Hendricks 1/9 

David Craigie 1/10 

 

Jim Palone 1/10 

Howard Haines 1/15 

 

Liane Ozmun 1/16 

Roger Elliott 1/17 

 

Dorrie Trent 1/25 

Reggie Frank 1/26 

 

Laura Hamilton 1/26 

Walter Hedrick

 1/30 

The GODSA WaterFest last August went off very well. We provided boats and introductory sails to a 

number of persons. I made one rudimentary adaptation to my boat by chopping the legs off a plastic chair 

(its amazing what you can find along the side of the road), screwing it to my bench seat and tying on a seat 

belt. The tough part was helping a couple of folks with quadriplegia transfer from the dock – it took three 

helpers and a sliding board; was awkward, physically demanding, and undignified for the new sailor. I 

want to write a grant for a proper lift so that one can transfer to and from a wheelchair with ease. For this 

little boat with it's deep cockpit, and some of our keelboats with high freeboard, a portable lift would be a 

nice addition to our dock. It would also be a useful community resource.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

The above photo appeared in the Aug. 15, 2010 Oklahoman.  Photo by Steve Sisney . 

By the way, and I hope it is not too late to say thank you, the following volunteers did a super job at the 

last Waterfest: Karen Thurston, Phil Moershel, Mike Klatt, Rick Shaw and the Sea Scouts, Mary Anne 

Secrist, Dennis C., Jim Waller, Sam Tiffany, Teresa Galoob, and Kerry Knowles. 

 

 The next Water Fest is scheduled for Aug 27, 2011. 

I guess my final report would read something like a serenity prayer 

"...Accept the things I cannot change... and the Wisdom to know the 

difference."  Really, most of the duties of the Vice Commodore are 

about planning the meetings and trying to make sure that all goes 

off well.  This past year has been a challenge,  I had arranged for 

one speaker to give a program in the spring only to have it snowed 

out then rescheduled him again in May only to have a tornado can-

cel that program.  When I asked him to consider  another date he 

asked if I really wanted him to present as it only seem to bring a 

disaster.  I did not asked him again!   But in general I think our pro-

grams have been informative to our members as the ones dealing 

with the future of the marina and the state park.  I am delighted that 

some TSC members have presented programs as Les Cummins and 

Vernon Green.  I hope this trend continues in 2011.  In closing I 

would like to thank all of the elected board members of the TSC for 

their help and to express my appreciation to all of the members of 

the TSC for their continue support and help in making the TSC an 

organization that we can be proud to say that we are members 

of.  Lastly, but always first in my life a special thanks to my wife 

Doris who has inspired me to take an active role in the TSC. 

 

E d w a r d  S h o e m a k e r  a n d  D o r i s  D e w b e r r y 

Vice Commodore 

 

 

Vice Commodore  Report 
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Illusion  Mini12 project  

 One thing I've been working on over the last year is an Illusion Mini 12, donated to the BoatHouse by Kerry 

Knowles. This is a cool little boat sold in the 80's, based on the 12 Meter racing boats, only 12 feet LOA, and built for one, 

facing forward and deep in the boat with just a few inches free board. It has a manual bilge pump, 320 lbs. ballast, internal 

halyards, adjustable backstay, traveler, jib sheet cars, furling jib and spinnaker. It is very similar to Bill Etchieson's Millimeter 

and also the 2.4M boats that are one of the classes sailed in the Paralympics. It can be rigged with hand controls and sailed 

competitively by someone without the use of their legs. I think it will be a good start towards an  Adaptive Sailing program, 

and should be a lot of fun to use during the next Waterfest. 

 This has been quite a project, and I'm embarrassed to say I've spent way over a hundred hours on it: fiberglass and 

painting, mast, rigging and hardware, and trailer repair. I've learned all kinds of (very) amateur machining techniques, like 

cutting12 vertical slots in a 1 ½ ” tube, and or grinding a toothed jibstay adjuster out of an old level. The red shed has become 

my favorite foraging ground for old line and hardware. 

 The main problem with this boat was that someone, who has a special reservation in one of the lower levels of Dan-

te's Inferno, stole all the custom aluminum parts from Kerry's  yard. No mast, no boom, no spreaders, no stays, and no plans. 

After much searching I received an answer from Mike Wolkowicz at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club, BC. He not only sent 

beautiful blueprints for a new mast, and detailed pictures, but mailed a boom, rigging, goose neck, turning blocks, and the 

very hard to find sail track. Incredible! This project would not have gone anywhere without him. I also need to thank our de-

voted Kerry Knowles, for the boat itself and much support,  Phil M. for many pounds of lead, and Bill Bond of the YMCA 

sailing program for a much needed jib sheet block. 

I'm almost done, lacking only another 70 lbs. of lead, covers for the jib and hull, whisker and spinnaker poles, and hull num-

bers. The sails are in like-new condition. Let's have a launch party this spring!   

Winter Plans for Incipient 

 It has been several years since Joyce and I have been able to trail Incipient south during the winter.  In past 

years we have trailed to Florida and cruised both the east and west coast and transited the Okeechobee waterway in 

both directions.  We have hung out in the Keys and at times hung out in marinas for extended times.  That was then and 

this is now. 

 Florida is nice, but it is a long drive of 1500 to 1800 miles, depending how far south you want to trail.  With 

today’s price of fuel it is an expensive scheme to go that far.  On the other hand, the Texas coast is much closer, the 

facilities are more available and everything is much more economical.  So we are planning to sample a little of the 

Lone Star State this winter. 

 We will be trailing Incipient to Port Aransas and taking a slip at Island Mooring’s for a month.  We will leave 

March 11th and return in Mid April.   Our plans are to day sail in the area and perhaps do a few overnighters along the 

Gulf Intercoastal Waterway.  If the weather cooperates we will get in some blue water Gulf sailing.  Otherwise, it will 

be a time to relax and enjoy an inexpensive holiday on the water. 

 Joyce will be with me for the first week and then she will have to return home to help with the grandkids.  I 

will stay aboard for the next three weeks.  If anyone wants to trail their boat and join me, I would love the company.  If 

you are able to get away for a few days and want to sample a few days and night aboard Incipient, get in touch with me 

and perhaps arrangements can be made.  Again, I would love the company.   See you on the water, David Craigie 
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Message from the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation 

Les Cummings, Executive Director 

 

 The Board of Directors of the LTEF is continually amazed at the volunteer effort that goes into keeping 

the BoatHouse classes and programs going!  Many people still do not understand the roll of the LTEF and I’d 

like to try again to explain how we relate to the BoatHouse and the TSC. 

 

 The LTEF is a federally approved educational non-profit Oklahoma Corporation that raised the funds 

to construct the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, original dock, and the fenced boatyard.  In addition it has assist-

ed in purchasing many of our training boats including the 6 Opti Prams and 6 Vanguard prams through the gen-

eration of substantial donations.  As a non-profit entity, the LTEF is also the entity that accepts donated boats 

in order to provide tax-deductions for the donors.  The members of the board are: 

        

PRESIDENT:               Mr. Roger Elliott 

VICE-PRESIDENT:   Dr.  Frank Lawler 

SECRETARY:            Ms. Marilyn Friend   

TREASURER:            Ms. Connie Divine 

BOARD ATTY:          Ms. Betsey Streuli, JD 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN: Dr.  Bill Nations 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Les Cummings (Fundraising Chair) 

MEMBERS:     Ms. Janie Davis 

                    Mr. Steve Johnson 

                        Mr. Sam Tiffany 

                Mr. Phil Dame   

  Dr.. Chadwick Cox 

  Mr. Jerry Lojka   

  Mr. Walter Hedrick  

  Mr.  Glede W. Holman, JD  

                                      

This past year the LTEF was the recipient of a $5,000 prize from the Oklahoma Center for Non-Profits as one 

of the top three Non-Profits in Oklahoma in the area of Sports and Recreation.  We also received a $1,200 

grant from the National Water Safety Congress to help pay for our sailing classes’ teaching materials for this 

year.  Mr. Tom Nies of Cincom Systems also continues to fund his Cincom Sailorship Scholarship each year 

which has helped offset kids camp costs for those in need and also to cover scholarships for several volunteers 

to obtain U.S. Sailing teaching credentials.  Donations and gifts in kind are also made annually to the LTEF to 

help cover the expenses for the CAST for Kids fishing derby as well. 

 

As we get close to the end of the year, please consider a tax-deductible donation to the Lake Thunderbird Edu-

cational Foundation.  These funds are also used to help with purchasing the boats for the BoatHouse, teaching 

materials for our classes, covering expenses of the CAST for Kids event and for other expenses as need be. 

 

We realize this past year has been difficult for the BoatHouse as well as many TSC members.  The LTEF re-

minds all our volunteers, students, instructors. TSC members and BoatHouse Management Committee that the 

we stand ready to assist the financial needs of the BoatHouse should that be necessary.  We firmly believe that 

2011 will be a much better year and that we will all be stronger organizations as a result of the difficulties ex-

perienced in 2010. 

 

Please send your LTEF donation today to Connie Divine, 900 Goshawk Drive, Norman, OK 73072. 
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Remember when? 

This month’s Mainsheet is rich with contributions 

from our members and new Board.  Thanks to eve-

ryone who contributed.  It makes a newsworthy 

publication and hopefully a good read for our 

members.  If you have not been in the habit of 

reading  the Mainsheet for a while.  Hopefully the 

quality of this issue will encourage you to make a 

habit of looking for each new Mainsheet for inter-

esting articles and news of our sailing community.   

Have a Happy Holiday and  a good New Year. 

 

Editor’s Note:  Jim Eller 

 

Home of our  

Classified 
Section 

1973 Santana 25 foot sailboat, $3000. 

It includes a nearly new mainsail, three jibs and 

spinnaker. 

Newly painted bottom. Plus an 8 hp outboard.  

The trailer is not for sale, but its use is negotiata-

ble.  

For more information:contact Sea Scout Skipper 

Rick Shaw at shaw9939@sbcglobal.net 

 

If corrections/additions, please contact Jim Eller at 

wjimeller@gmail.com.  We are missing a large 

number of birthdays, if you’d like your b’day to be 

recognized, please send Jim the information.   And 

NO, we do not need the year! 

At the November 20th meeting a nice turnout welcomed 

our own Les Cummings as the speaker.   His talk, enti-

tled the 75-Ton Catch also included a video/audio con-

versation produced by Mr. Gary Crawford of Tilghman 

Island, Maryland.  The video included a recorded con-

versation with Mr. and Mrs. Gus Sadler, and Mr. and 

Mrs. Leroy “Monk” Sadler who were two of the three 

living members of the crew that caught the fish in Au-

gust of 1951.  The brothers died soon after the inter-

view. 

Les explained the make-up of the crew, their jobs and 

described each of the  usual 5 boats that made up the 

fleet for each seining crew. 

The net was set on a Friday evening around 10PM when 

a large amount of phosphorescence  was seen near 

Bloody Point Lighthouse at the south end of Kent Island 

near the mouth of the Miles River and Chesapeake Bay.  

The phosphorescence (light) was coming from the 

movement of a large school of fish moving through jelly

-fish.  The men set the net and soon found it full of fish, 

primarily croakers (locally known as hard-heads), along 

with some  striped bass, perch, spot and at least nine 

large sharks. 

At that time the lighthouses were manned and they noti-

fied the nearby lighthouse keeper that they needed all 

the lifejackets he had so they could tie them to the top 

line of the net to help keep it floating so the fish would-

n’t just push it down and swim out. 

The first load of fish reached Tilghman around 7am on 

Saturday morning and  it took two days to get all the 

fish out.  All 150,000 pounds dipped out by hand.  Sev-

eral of the men paid off their mortgages and bought new 

cars.  Les said his Dad’s 1951 Ford was the only new 

car they ever had and their home was paid off. 

This is the largest catch by seining in the history of the 

Bay. 

Commodore, Sam Tiffany presents the BoatHouse Cup to 

Captain Les Cummings, presenter at last months meeting 

 

mailto:shaw9939@sbcglobal.net
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Tim and Rachel's Dream Boat? Part 1 

A year ago I sold the 16' Precision that took me through my first two years of sailing at Thunderbird. One thing and 

another kept me from the water over the past couple summers but the bug kept chewing away. Finally I convinced 

my wife, Rachel, that we needed to get another boat and get back to sailing. Rachel agreed. Her requirements for the 

boat were that it be suitable for her to perform proper "Deck fluff" duties without fighting the rigging, that we be 

able to spend a weekend on it and that it not be more than $1000. That same day Craigslist brought up some possi-

bilities but one caught my eye. A 26' Clipper Marine with trailer was offered for $1000. Serendipity or ...? 

After work I drove  to the location of the boat and checked it out. The previous owner had failed to pay the rent on 

storage and signed the boat over to clear the debt. The hull looked sound but in need of serious cleaning and some 

touch ups. The standing rigging looked mostly complete with a straight mast and boom. The running rigging was a 

mess and will have to be replaced. The interior was also a mess with junk stuffed into every corner. A review of the 

trailer found it missing a few pieces but functional for a short haul. All in all Rachel and I decided it was worth the 

$1000 and went for it. 

A trip to the hardware store located a set of 10,000 lbs tie down straps and a swing by my garage allowed me to grab 

a compressor, grease gun, and a few tools. Back to the boat I pumped the tires, greased the bearings, securely 

strapped it to the trailer, and was ready for the 15 mile trip back to my house. The boat pulled nicely behind the truck 

and gave every indication of being good for trailer sailing when it is all sorted out. 

Once at the house Rachel and I started unloading the boat's contents. The mast and boom came off easily and were 

laid in the yard where my dog Maddi made a very detailed and careful inspection of their  condition. I handed some 

items from the cockpit down to Rachel and then suggested she take a break while I dug into the cabin as an earlier 

peek inside had grossed her out and put her in doubt of the project. She agreed to let me take care of it and would 

hand garbage bags back and forth as needed. 

A Lot of Sailing Is Preparation 
A short feature article 
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The boat had been wet inside so smelled of rotting fabric and mold. Lovely. I surveyed the ruined interior 

of the boat and decided then and there I would redesign and completely rebuild it so I started stuffing eve-

rything into garbage bags and handing them out to Rachel. The pantry contained what was left of canned 

and bagged food that had set for about 10 years. I was a little concerned about rats but decided they had 

better sense than to try to eat this stuff. The cans crumbled as I picked them up spilling mummified con-

tents everywhere. Steady work eventually cleared away all the debris and the interior was finally visible. 

The boat's layout is conventional with v-berth/head  forward, dinette/bunk on port and galley on starboard. It has a flush deck 

with pop-top that gives it some more room. Problem is this is a shoal draft boat and anyone over 3 feet tall is going to have prob-

lems getting around inside. Being 6'8" I would have to change things around a bit. 

After studying the condition of the interior structures I decided that they will all have to be replaced so it's a perfect time to 

change the interior layout. The current plan is to open up the forward bulkhead and expand the v-berth to include the area for-

merly used as a dinette. Under the old dinette area will be battery storage to make this an all electric boat. The galley will be sim-

plified into a pantry with Microwave on top and a tie down area to secure a cooler and drinking water. The gas stove will be re-

moved as well as the sink. A head will go on the port side just aft of the extended v-berth. The quarter berth area under the cock-

pit will become storage. I will use a high thrust electric trolling motor rather than a gas engine. Should I either have an electrical 

failure or just run the batteries out I'll have a sculling oar to get back home. 
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The boat's layout is conventional with v-berth/head  forward, dinette/bunk on port and galley on starboard. 

It has a flush deck with pop-top that gives it some more room. Problem is this is a shoal draft boat and an-

yone over 3 feet tall is going to have problems getting around inside. Being 6'8" I would have to change 

things around a bit. 

After studying the condition of the interior structures I decided that they will all have to be replaced so it's 

a perfect time to change the interior layout. The current plan is to open up the forward bulkhead and ex-

pand the v-berth to include the area formerly used as a dinette. Under the old dinette area will be battery 

storage to make this an all electric boat. The galley will be simplified into a pantry with Microwave on top 

and a tie down area to secure a cooler and drinking water. The gas stove will be removed as well as the 

sink. A head will go on the port side just aft of the extended v-berth. The quarter berth area under the 

cockpit will become storage. I will use a high thrust electric trolling motor rather than a gas engine. 

Should I either have an electrical failure or just run the batteries out I'll have a sculling oar to get back 

With winter approaching and other projects already in work I acquired a storage space near my house to 

keep the boat. Hopefully I will soon be able to focus attention and resources on the boat with the hope of 

having it seaworthy by summer. 

Yea I know. It's going to cost more than the $1000 agreed on but it'll be manageable. Rachel and I both 

think it will be a fun boat when we get it done. 

Yours in sailing 

Tim Agin 

A Club Directory is in the works….. 
 

A TSC Directory of members is in the process of being made and is going to be available at the February meeting. 

The information that will be included in the Directory will help members contact each other and is hoped to be of 

value in promoting member fraternity. 

 

The following member information will be included in the Directory: 

 

The member’s names and address, their phone numbers and e-mail address. 

If they are lucky enough to still own a boat, then the boat and name will be included. 

If you would like a TSC Directory and have no problem with being included, then you do not need to do anything.  

However, if for some reason you choose to not be included in the Directory, please contact me and I will, with re-

gret, remove your name. 

Thanks and I will see you on the water.  David Craigie Incipient@msn.com 
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 Phone numbers you should know. 
Little River Marina:  Bob Davis 

   office  364-8335     (c) 823-5077 

BH Management                447-4974 

Lake Patrol                       425-2323 Troop A 

Cleveland Co. Sheriff       321-8600 

TBird Park office              364-7634 

TBird Park Ranger                364-7634 

Park office hours 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-1500 wkend 

Greetings Sailors, 

 

 

Dues Renewal Notices: 

 

You should have received your Dues Re-

newal notice in the mail.  It would sure help 

if you would make a special effort to return 

them ASAP so that I can complete the re-

newal process.  Please check the infor-

mation on the back of the notice.  It is our 

way of contacting you and the information 

that will be included in the 2011 TSC Di-

rectory. 

 

Treasurer again…… 

 

I don’t mind being the treasurer for TSC.  

Actually, I find it a fun and relatively easy 

way to serve TSC.  I have been in this posi-

tion going on seven years now, I think, and 

if someone would volunteer to jump on 

board I would open my companionway and 

slowly ease them into this “relatively pain-

less position.”  So, if you feel the spirit and 

want to serve TSC in a meaningful way, 

maybe you should consider this office.  You 

really get to meet some really cool sailors.  

Contact me or the Commodore if interest-

ed.  Thanks for listening and have a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

See you on the water 

 

David Craigie, Treasurer, TSC 

Treasurer’s Report:  David Craigie 

 LAKE THUNDERBIRD  

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION   
  Roger Elliott:  President 

President 

Membership Information 
 

If any of your membership information has changed, please 

contact: 

 

David Craigie 

9100 Pine Creek Dr., Midwest City OK 73130 

405 613 7774       Incipient@MSN.com  

Dues and Don’t  

 

Do remember to pay your 

dues. 

Don’t forget. 

Supporting our  

Sailing Club Counts. 

mailto:Incipient@MSN.com
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Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

 

Your 2010 officers!  From left,  Kerry Knowles  Rear Commodore 

Ed Shoemakerr and, Doris Dewberry Vice Commodore,s Stephanie 

Nguyen, Secretary, Vernon Gree Fleet Captain, Ted Streuli, Past-

commodore, Sam Tiffany, Commodore, David Craigie, Treasurer 

 

Commodore           Sam Tiffany                 793-1398 (h) 

  stiffany@powercosts.com 822-3280 (c) 

 

Vice Commodores Ed and Doris Shoemaker   579 7374 (h) 

 

Rear Commodore    Kerry Knowles  833-7044  (c) 

 

Secretary  Stephanie  Nguyen  831-7750  (c) 

 

Fleet Captain Vernon Green  831-7750 (c) 

     213-5850 (o) 

 

Past-Commodore     Ted Streuli   589-0891 (c) 

     278-2845 (o) 

 

Treasurer:                David Craigie                        741-2555 (h) 

                                incipient@msn.com  613-7774 © 
 

Mainsheet Ed. Jim Eller   582-2382 (h) 

December Christmas Party 
11th 6pm-until? 

Refreshments provided by the club… 

Please bring your friends  
and a covered dish to share! 

Boat House News!Come share the joy of com-

mon effort! Join us for a work party at the Boat-

House, Saturday Dec. 4 between 0900 and 1400.  


