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Commodore’s Message
Barbara Schindler
Spring is definitely in the air. Setting the stage for the spring clean-up events was
Mike Kelly, TSC’s guest speaker at the January meeting and a new member.
Mike, owner of Boatworks, gave the members tips about sprucing up their boats
for spring and summer sailing. Many members, who remain boatless, picked up
cleaning tips in general. Things that I did not know: Using soap and water is the
best way to clean sails, Kaboom is also good for household use, and spider cracks
are a result of old age and there is nothing that can be done about them.
The clean-up event at the BoatHouse is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 11.
The BoatHouse is 10 years old and needs rejuvenation. Fortunately, we are able to
use grant money received by Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation to help
fund this work. Roger Elliot will lead the cleaning inside. Smaller rooms need to
cleared of cherished junk and the meeting room can use a coat of paint. Paul Reynolds will coordinate the work in the boatyard and the exterior of the BoatHouse.
The work party begins at 9 a.m. and will continue into the afternoon. Your commodore will provide her world-famous lasagna. Some nonbelievers accuse me of
planning to buy it from a local store.
Every year the TSC has participated in the Mardi Gras celebration in Norman in lieu of the general meeting. Probably a little less spectacular than in New
Orleans, but more kid-friendly. David Cragie loans his boat for the night to be
decorated with lights and streamers. Usually about 12 kids ride on the boat,
throwing candy during the parade. Decorating begins at 4 p.m. at the Security
Bank on Comanche Street. Bring snacks. A tailgate party for boats!
The Race Committee is going strong. They made several recommendations
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to increase the participation in the Commodore’s Race, a series of races that will
lead to an award for the winner presented by the commodore and accolades by
the members. The committee felt that the commodore’s races and the membership meeting would benefit by being on the same day. To this effect, they recommended that the general meeting begin at 6:30 p.m. The TSC Board approved this
recommendation. In March the new meeting time of 6:30 will take effect.
The Management Committee, beside managing the property, including
sailboats, set up the sailing lessons for the summer. The work of this committee is
reflected in all upkeep inside and out. All of the sailing lessons are within the purview of management.
For 14 years, I have been an active member of TSC. As treasurer, my focus
was collecting money for membership and paying bills. Then for one year, I
served as vice-commodore where I focused on corralling speakers for the general
meetings. This year, as commodore, I have been involved in every facet of the organizations: the LTEF, Race Committee, Boathouse Management and the TSC
Board of Directors. I am in awe of the multitude of activities and responsibilities
that the members shoulder. I am grateful to the volunteers who gave their time to
make sailing a viable recreation for Lake Thunderbird. —Barbara Schindler

Want to know more
about the Sea Scouts?
We are a co-ed branch of the Boy Scouts focusing on sailing,
team building, first aid, community service and lots of fun.
Who? Guys and gals, ages 13–21
When? Every Saturday,
10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Where? Lake Thunderbird
BoatHouse
Check out our FaceBook page:
―seascoutship5790‖
Call Skipper Rick for directions:
405-306-8597

Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation
Annual Meeting, Jan. 19, 2012
Present were Walt Hedrick, Steve Johnson, Jerry Lojka, Betsey Streuli, Phil Dame, Marilyn
Friend, Connie Divine, Roger Elliott and Les Cummings. Absent were Dr. Frank Lawler, Janie
Davis and Glede Holman. First order of business was to nominate and elect new members. Les
Cummings introduced Phil Trotter, long-time member of the TSC, exceptional sailor and terrific
volunteer. Motion was made to elect Phil for a two-year term and was seconded and approved
unanimously. Roger also welcomed TSC Commodore Barbara Schindler to the board meeting.
The LTEF’s bylaws require membership on the LTEF board for the TSC commodore. The following LTEF officers were elected: Roger Elliott, president; Dr. Frank Lawler, vice-president;
Marilyn Friend, secretary, and Connie Divine, treasurer.
Connie Divine, treasurer, presented the unaudited financial report for the year ended Dec.
31, 2012: total income was $22,861.58; expenses: $16,376.06 (note: new boat ramp and work at
shoreline was $12,500). The LTEF endowment total of both funds is: $33,087.81; and checking
and money market total is $26,704.32. A motion was made to contribute to the LTEF Dave
Shumake Endowment in the amount of $1,685.53, which covers the donations designated for the
endowment plus 10 percent of the undesignated contributions per LTEF bylaws.
Les gave a report on fundraising and capital expenditures which included the $5,000
matching grant from the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, $1,000 from the Home Depot Community Grant Program and the $3,000 contribution from the TSC. Other contributions included
$3,443.10 from the LTEF Board, and several additional donations from TSC members and the
annual Cincom Sailorship Scholarship contribution from Tom Nies of Cincinnati, Ohio. Les also
announced that Paul Reynolds and Phil Moershel will oversee the ―outside‖ BoatHouse maintenance projects and Roger Elliott and Jerry Lojka will oversee the ―inside‖ BoatHouse maintenance projects this winter and early spring. Help will be needed to complete all the maintenance
projects by April 2012! Please offer to lend a hand. Jerry Lojka gave a report on the BoatHouse
Management meeting and announced that Mike Klatt had agreed to serve as BH manager and BH
Management Committee chair for the 2012 season. Thank you, Mike!
A motion was also made to recognize Chad Cox, past president and secretary, for his longterm and excellent service to the LTEF by making a $250 donation to the BoatHouse. The LTEF
would like to recognize Chad at the March TSC meeting! Betsey Streuli, board attorney, announced that the LTEF has paid its annual fee to the secretary of state and is up to date on all such
state registration fees.
Finally, the LTEF expresses its appreciation to all those who continue to volunteer and to
support the BoatHouse! Below are Phil Trotter and Barbara Schindler, new members of the LTEF
board of directors. Welcome aboard!

The LTEF thanks Chad Cox!
At the annual LTEF board of directors meeting held on Thursday evening, Jan. 19, we were
notified that Chad was going to step down as a board member of the LTEF. To honor Chad, a
resolution was passed unanimously thanking him for his many years of meritorious service to
the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation. Chad had served continuously since the
LTEF’s formation back in 1996 and had served as an officer of the board as follows:
1999 President
2001 Secretary
2002 President
2003 President
2004 President
2005 through 2009 Secretary
In honor of his terrific service, the board also voted unanimously to make a nice donation to the BoatHouse in Chad’s honor which will also include adding his name on the Honoree Plaque in the entry foyer of the BoatHouse. Chad and Pat’s service not only included
serving on the board, but they also made substantial donations over the years in support of the
BoatHouse. We also remember that it was Chad and Pat, working together, who stained all the
floors that have held up so great considering all the wear and tear from water, dirt and sand!
For years, Chad and Pat also ran the July kids’ sailing camp and even helped out at the June
camps, as well.
Chad and Pat loved to sail their Catalina 22 Whimsy, and she was at the start line for
most of the club regattas over the years. We all knew the Whimsy: because of the bright ―blue‖
bow paint! It was heartbreaking to have her damaged so badly in the F5 tornado in May 2010.
Also, for the first nine years of the CAST for Kids Fishing Derby, Chad served on the local
CAST committee along with the T-bird park manager, Jeff Tompkins of the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation and Les Cummings. Chad helped with contributions from the Norman area and
was always part of the cooking team the day of the event. Of course, he and Pat were always
the first to grab the brooms and mops to clean up afterward.
Words cannot adequately thank them for their contributions. It has been intelligent, hard
-working and dedicated volunteers like Chad and Pat Cox who have laid the foundation for the
LTEF and BoatHouse to be such a success. Of course, Chad and Pat have served the TSC for
even longer that the LTEF, and their service there has been admirable, as well. Thank you,
Chad and Pat, for all you have done and for being such wonderful friends to us all!

The BoatHouse boatyard gets another overhaul!

From this: on December 18, 2005

To this: on January 16, 2006

Exactly six years later on January 16, 2012

To this early in the morning of January 21, 2012

Later in morning of January 21, 2012

Completed ConX move January 21, 2012

Thanks to Howard, Phil T., Phil M., Paul, Rick, Mikayla, Jerry, Linda S., Mike G., Roger, Karen T. and Les!

From the Treasurer
David Craigie
Hi Thunder Sailors,
I’ve seen worse Januarys, with snow, ice and
plummeting temperatures. All in all, this has not
been bad and it has allowed me to do a lot of work
on Shamrock, the O’Day 240 that is co-owned by
Jim Waller, Ted Streuli and myself. We almost
have one year of partnership behind us, and so far
it is a great arrangement. Currently, Shamrock is in my backyard undergoing some routine maintenance and some upgrades. The sails have been sent to Sail Care for resizing, and the plan is to have
her returned to her slip by early March.
The great weather brought out many sailors on New Year’s Day for our traditional New
Year’s Day sail. Pelicano was there, along with Precious, Great Pumpkin and Resuscitation. I had
the privilege of riding with Orville on Resuscitation and it was a great way to start the year. There
was a host of good food and several pots of black-eyed peas. Hopefully this will contribute to some
good luck in the coming year. If you were not there, you were missed. Perhaps next year!
TSC Renewals: If you have paid your dues, thank you!
If you have not paid your dues, please consider doing so now. Having you on the membership rolls means a lot, and your dues go a long way in supporting the many activities of TSC. Please
consider continuing your generous support.
Treasurer Stuff: We have a balance of $6,750
in the checking account. Other than a deposit, we
had little activity in the checking account this
month. We have no unpaid bills at this time.

Membership Information
If any of your membership information has
changed, please contact:
David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City, OK 73130
(405) 613-7774 Incipient@MSN.com

Ahoy, mateys!

Shake off the winter blues and get “Heated Up”!
This is about the sixth year TSC has been participating in the Norman Mardi Gras Parade. If you
have never participated . . . this is your time to do so.
When and where: The date is Saturday, Feb. 18. We meet on Comanche Street, across from
the courthouse, at about 4:30 p.m. to decorate the float/boat with thousands of lights. The parade
beings at 7 p.m.
Parade theme: “Let’s Heat It Up!” It is not required, but costumes always make any event
more fun. This could be your creative outlet. TSC members, this is your time to sing, dance, or
shine. Our club usually does the pirate theme . . . but the only hot (heated) pirate I know is Jack
Sparrow (no offense, Kerry). Any attempt at costuming will work. Trust me . . . nothing is too
bizarre.
What to expect: Fun and laughter. You may walk alongside or sit on the boat. For the past three
years, my grandchildren and I have bundled up, thrown beads, waved and screamed at the
crowds. It is such a fun event to share, so bring your family or friends. The walking distant is
four blocks . . . very slowly. Crowd-watching is what I enjoy, and all the outrageous costumes. If
you thought TSC’s Pirate Day was weird, you will be in for a surprise.
What to do: Since this is our monthly meeting, bring food and drinks to share: sandwiches,
cheese and crackers, a CrockPot with warn goodies, adult and child beverages. We will have a
table set up and generally some hot chocolate for the children. And Dave could use extra strings
of lights. —Doris Dewberry

Happy Birthday to the following TSC members! If you would like to help
your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by one of the many mediums
that are available, and wish them Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in your TSC Membership Directory.
If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did not share
that information with your treasurer/membership secretary. If you want to share
your special day, please contact David at Incipient@msn.com or 613-7774.
February
5
Virginia Fitzpatrick
8
Gray Graham
12
Karen Rieger
13
Liz Hedrick
13
Brenda Shinn
15
Sue Kendrick
18
Robin Terry
20
David Hendricks
20
Tracy Stevens
27
Justin Tuck

March
1
Susan Tiffany
8
Mike Devenitch
8
Jason Wells
13
Bea Waller
14
Paul Reynolds
15
Jacques Landry
19
Ann Luppens
19
J. Alva Brockus
21
Trisha Tuck
21
Barbara Cummings
21
Catherine Morin
24
Phil DeBerry
27
Emily Jerman
27
Hadley Jerman

BoatHouse Calendar
Feb. 7: Publicity Committee meeting, 7 p.m. at Karen Mellgren’s house
Feb. 11: Work day at Thunderbird Sailing Club, 9 a.m.
Feb. 18: Mardi Gras Parade, decorate at 4 p.m. at Security Bank on Comanche in Norman
March 17: General Meeting
April 13-15, 20-22: Keelboat Class
April 21: General Meeting
April 28: ESL Class and Sail, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the BoatHouse
May 19: General Meeting
June 2: Open House
June 16: Family Day
July 21: General Meeting
Aug. 18: General Meeting/ Water Fest
Sept. 15: General Meeting
Oct. 20: General Meeting
Oct. 20: Layton regatta
Nov. 4: Hiram regatta

Phone numbers you should know:
Little River Marina: Bob Davis, 364-8335 /
823-5077; Calypso Cove Marina: 360-9846
BH Management
447-4974
Lake Patrol
425-2323 Troop A
Cleveland Co. Sheriff
321-8600
T-Bird Park Office
364-7634
T-Bird Park Ranger
364-7634
Park office hours: 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-1500 wkend

Coming up this month:

TSC takes part in the Norman
Mardi Gras Parade!
Saturday, Feb. 18
Meet at 4:30 p.m.
Parade begins at 7 p.m.
This is our monthly meeting. Bring food to
share and decorations. See p. 7 for more.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

Thunderbird Sailing Club Officers
Commodore: Barbara Schindler
321-1354, bschin@cox.net
Past Commodore: Paul Reynolds
292-5364, par2058@yahoo.com
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles
833-7044, mellgren@cox.net
Fleet Captain: Jim Eller, 924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
Rear Commodore: Orville &
Courtney Fisher, 793-0758
icusailor@yahoo.com
Secretary: Teresa & Mike Galoob
329-2514, mtgaloob@msn.com
Treasurer: David Craigie, 613-7774
incipient@msn.com
Mainsheet Editor: Jim Eller
BoatHouse: Phil Moershel
530-8942 (w), 208-1532 (c)
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net

