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Thunderbird Sailing Club 
 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with 
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing 

Association 

P.O. Box 1652 

 Norman, Oklahoma 73070 

Note: The TSC and  

BoatHouse share this P.O. Box. 

This past week I took a very small part as a volunteer in the sailing class given by Les 

Cummings. On July 9, Phil Moershel will begin the second sailing class for the sum-

mer. These two experienced and dedicated teachers form a cadre of experienced volun-

teers who have given their time, sometimes using their vacation time at work, to give or 

help with the lessons. 

 A typical week begins with an introduction to sailing mainly focusing on parts of 

the boat. Afterward, swim tests and capsize recovery top off the first day. As the week 

progresses, knots, rigging and a first tentative sail become part of the instruction. By the 

time the parents visit on Saturday, the students demonstrate their ability to sail. Their 

performance is a sight to behold. Amazingly, they entered with little knowledge of sail-

ing and progressed to a point where they were competent sailors.   

 Rick Shaw took parents out on the Sea Scout boat to view the young sailors. The 

kids were impressive and the parents proud. At each step of the learning process, volun-

teers are  needed. The activities described above could not take place without help. One 

of the most essential volunteer activities occurs when the kids are in their boats. Two 

and sometimes three safety boats are used to insure the safety of the students.  

 A funny incident occurred: Paul Reynolds found a 12-inch fish near the shore 

seemingly in distress. Paul (a physical therapist) put the fish in a barrel of water to re-

vive it. However, after he left, a student informed me that the fish was belly up and no 

one wanted to wash the sand off their shoes in the barrel with a dead fish. The student 

(Silas?) and I decided we needed to return it to the sea. So we launched it from the dock 

with a few appropriate words of “Swim little fishy.” Revive or recycle! —Barbara 
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OCBC Commodore Cal Monsma  

to Speak at July 21 Meeting 
 

This month’s general meeting is at 6:30 p.m. July 21.  

Cal Monsma, Commodore of the Oklahoma City Boat Club,  

will present an overview of OCBC’s activities. 

       The granddaddy of Oklahoma’s sailing clubs was 

originally founded on Lake Overholser in 1930 when a 

group of sailing and boating enthusiasts formed the Oklahoma City Yacht Club, as it 

was called at that time. In 1943, several people from the club established a new sail-

ing club, OCBC, on Lake Hefner. 

 OCBC has an unbroken history of community service and programs to introduce 

sailing to Oklahomans. The club has been racing since the 1930s and has had an ac-

tive junior sailing program since the 1970s. OCBC also features women’s programs 

and participates in charitable activities.  

 For more information, visit okcboatclub.org. 
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Hi All and greetings from Petoskey Michigan,  

 We are enjoying the mild temperatures of upper Michigan, where a day in the high 80s is cause for 

alarm. Our last blog was from Leland, Michigan. On Tuesday, June 19, we set out northward to North Port in 

Grand Traverse Bay, about 30 miles up, around Grand Traverse Light. The winds were light out of the south 

and we set full sails wing and wing for a downwind run. It was a lovely sail, but things got interesting about 

mid morning. 

  It is every boater’s nightmare to be caught on open waters when a monstrous thunderstorm looms on 

the horizon. Especially when there is nowhere to run, no place to hide and the only way to survive is to test 

your boating skills and ride it out. We had such an opportunity on this passage. At a little after 10 a.m., 

just west of Cathead Point, the weather turned black and nasty. The storm covered the horizon, and we were 

dead in its path. We quickly downed the sails, folded the bimini, and secured hatches. I slipped into my rain 

slicker as we prepared to meet this monster head on.  

  Unlike thunderstorms in Oklahoma, this one seemed to make the world black. There was no big anvil-

shaped cloud, familiar in the Midwest. The lightening was different, too, mostly horizontal and not verti-

cal. The thunder rattled for what seemed 30 seconds or more at a whack. We were a good mile off-shore and 

the best thing we had going for us was to stay off-shore and away from land. I continued to watch the storm, 

and the nearer it got, the nastier the situation. When it was a half-mile away, there was a definite pattern on the 

water. Then the wind hit, followed by frothing waves too close to stick a dime between. They were walking 

across the water like a herd of elephants. I knew this was going to be interesting.  

  Joyce had her hands full just hanging on below. Jon seemed unconcerned. Her words of encouragement 

while I was on my hands and knees in the cockpit, hanging on to the tiller for dear life were of little consola-

tion. The reason I was on my hands and knees was to get some kind of shielding from the driving rain as I 

craned my head upward to look at our wind indicator on the mast top. My plan was to power the boat dead into 

the wind and take the waves and wind head on. This worked fine until I let the bow go through the wind and 

then we made an uncontrolled turn to port. Not good, as now the engine, which is on the starboard side, is now 

out of the water and of no use. So, holding our breath while the wind and the waves had their way, we made a 

complete circle, kissing the water on the port side as we healed over to a degree I am sure was not comfortable 

to She-who-must-be-obeyed. We eventually rounded around and I got control again. I was careful not to let the 

bow pass through the wind again and after 25 minutes, more or less, who’s counting, we were seeing signifi-

cant improvement and that was that. I made a call to our friends on Romso who were hugging the shore line 

and thankfully they too survived the "storm of the summer" as it was called by some locals. 

It would have been nice to have had a pleasant day of sailing and while I do not have a death wish to be 

in another storm like this, it was interesting and the challenge of these sorts is what makes life interesting. 

None of this weather was forecast on the NOAA weather that we listen to religiously. It was just one of those 

freak storms that starts, builds and takes the world by surprise.  

  Years ago, when mechanical stuff 

broke on boats, odds were that it could be 

fixed with a little duct tape and bailing wire. 

There is no such hope for electronic equip-

ment. Our electronic stuff took a nose dive and 

if we were going to get replacements it had to 

be in Traverse City. There are no other viable 

options as we make our way north and into the 

relative desolation of the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan and on into the North Channel of 

Lake Huron in Ontario.  

  

See you on the water!  —David, Joyce, and Jon 

Letter from Treasurer David Craigie 
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From Fleet Captain Jim Eller 
 

Thunderbird Sailors, 

Just a short reminder of sailing events coming up soon. 

 

Tuesday evening, July 3 Raft-up 
Next Tuesday, July 3, raft-up in the Zoom Beach cove. A full moon eve-

ning; moonrise will be 8:46 p.m. Meet at the BoatHouse at 6 p.m. or at 

the cove at 7 p.m. Stay and watch the moon rise, bring food to share, a 

musical instrument for entertainment and join the fun. 

 Boat owners, please call me so I will know who is rafting up and I 

can tell members where to meet.  

 

Saturday, July 7, 1 p.m., Regatta   

Meet at the BoatHouse for instructions and race will start at 2 p.m. 

Race with PRO Janie Davis. Two starts, centerboard and keelboat.   

 

See you on the water, 

Jim Eller, Fleet Captain 

 

Sailing “Better” Intermediate Youth Camp 

 

The first sailing camp this year, skippered by Les Cummings, was a blast  

for the kids and helpers alike. This July, I am holding another Intermediate 

camp. We will introduce the kids to racing and work on  improving their skills, 

especially upwind. We will use the American sloops and Sunfish.  

 As usual, I need help. This will be a small class, no more than eight 

students, but I need another sailor for the sloops, a safety boat operator and 

crew, and BoatHouse help. It will run July 19-21, Th-Sat, 9-3.   

 NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS. Prerequisite is the Sailing Smart 

Camp. Fee $125. —Paul Reynolds 

 

 Contact Paul Reynolds 250-2093 par2058@yahoo.com  

 

Note: The July kids’ Sailing Camp is more than full! But Phil Moershel may 

need more volunteer help, too. Contact him! 
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June 2012 Kids Sailing Camp 
June 18-June 23 

Captain Les reports that the terrific volunteers and the great class of students 

made for one of the best June Kids Sailing Camp yet!  Even with winds near-

ing 30knots on Monday and Tuesday it was possible to complete the kayaking, 

canoeing, and rowing without issue.  This speaks well for those who decided to 

build the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse just north of a point of land that pro-

tects the cove from the usual high southerly winds in the spring and early sum-

mer.  This was the smallest class yet for June and we haven’t figured out the 

reason for this other than vacation travel and other competing youth camps.   

 Volunteers were Matt Maupin and his son Rylan, Paul Reynolds, Doris 

Shoemaker, Barbara Schindler, Teresa Galoob, Karen Thurston, Marilyn 

Friend,  Roger Elliott, Kerry Knowles, Altus Boren, Jerry Lojka, Linda Lojka, 

Rick Shaw, Cheri Elliott, Camisa Stewart, Judy Petterson, Eric Jergensen and 

Linda Sadler. 
 

In photo above, in  front row are: Zachery Williams, Caden Roulston, Aidan Johnson, Siler 

Roulston, Rylan Maupin (Matt’s son), back row are: Cap’n Les Cummings, Brett Woolley, 

Garrett Jones, Austin Pratt, Doris Shoemaker Cian Mullen and Matt Maupin. Note: Linda 

Lojka has posted photos on the TSC Facebook page. 

 

Please volunteer for the July Kids Sailing Camp!!! 
CONTACT:  Phil Moershel at pmoershel@sbcglogal.net or (405) 208-6304 

Photos: http://lescummings.smugmug.com/Lake-Thunderbird-BoatHouse/2012-June-Kids-Sailing-

Camp/23779118_QLfF2w#!i=1926415353&k=QM4677p  
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Tell Tails  

-Our Commodore was overcome by Montezuma’s Revenge. 

-Whereas, the Thunder was overcome by Heat . . .  

-Sadly I must report that Les Anderson (former member of TSC) 

passed away several months ago in Florida. 

-Karen Thurston is caring for 4 pups and mother for SECOND CHANCE. 

-My grandson PJ will finish up spinal taps and chemo in Sept. He was 

 diagnosed with ALL leukemia in 2009 (Prayers Help). 

Sandy Mercer and Cheri Elliott are joint conspirators in a boutique in 

Edmond. Roger said they call it “work” . . . he calls it is a dignified place 

to recycle things they bought. 

-If your electricity goes out in your house, use your outside solar lamps 

instead of candles. All you have to do is recharge them outside! 

-Kerry Knowles’s favorite patriotic memory is when an unnamed club 

member (owner of a Catalina 30) requested the crew sing the Declara-

tion of Independence while passing under the Francis Scott Key Bridge 

in Annapolis.  —Doris Dewberry 

Paul Reynolds braves light wind during down-and-

back centerboard races last month.  

Check the calendar on page 7 for the next event. 

Drowning Doesn’t Look 

Like Drowning! 
Be observant while you’re at the lake. 

According to an article at http://

mariovittone.com/2010/05/154/,  

•Except in rare circumstances, drown-

ing people are physiologically unable 

to call out for help.  

•Drowning people cannot wave for 

help because they are using their arms 

to help them stay above water.  

•Drowning people cannot voluntarily 

control their arm movements, and 

there is no evidence of kicking. 

•Drowning people usually only have 

20 to 60 seconds before submerging. 6 



 

 2012 Thunderbird Sailing Club  

and BoatHouse calendar 
 

TSC general mtg.: 6 p.m. (6:30 p.m.  

     March–Oct.), third Saturday each month;  

     board mtg. at 5 p.m.  

Sea Scouts: 10–2 every Saturday. 

Full moons: April 6, May 5, June 4, July 3,  

     Aug. 1 and 31, Sept. 29, Oct. 29, and Nov. 28. 

    
Race Committee events and regattas in blue,  

BoatHouse events and classes in red. 
 

July 3: Raft-up, Zoom Beach Cove, 7 p.m., 

Sunset 8:49 p.m., Full Moon 1:52 p.m. 

July 7: Regatta 1 p.m. Start  

July 8: Scouting event at BoatHouse   

July 9–14: Sailing Smart Kid’s Camp, Phil  

Moershel 

July 17: Centerboard sail at BoatHouse—

bring or borrow an LEF one, 6–8:30 p.m. 

July 19–21: 9–3, Thurs.-Sat., Sailing Better 

Intermediate Youth Camp, Paul Reynolds 

July 21: Regatta, 1 p.m. Start 

July 21: TSC mtg. 

July 19–22: Sailing Better Intermediate 

Kid’s Camp, Paul Reynolds  

Aug. 4: Regatta, 1 p.m. Start 

Aug. 18: Greater Oklahoma  

Disabled Sports Association WATER 

FEST, 8–4, Paul Reynolds 

Aug. 18: TSC mtg., 6 p.m. 

Sept. 1: Regatta, 1 p.m. Start 

Sept. 14: CAST preparation day, Les  

 Cummings 

Sept. 15: Catch A Special Thrill—Let’s 

Move Outside, 7 a.m. 

Oct. 20: Layton Regatta  

Oct. 20: TSC mtg., annual business and 

election  

Nov. 4: Hiram Douglas Regatta, Phil Moer-

shel 

Nov. 17: tentative, BoatHouse work party,  

 1–4 

Nov. 17: TSC mtg. 6:30 p.m.  

Dec. 15: tentative, TSC Holiday Party (no 

further Dec. mtg.) 

Jan. 1: New Year’s Day Sail 

 
? Sept. 3: TSC McDonald’s Cup & Boathouse  

Volunteer Appreciation Day (Labor Day)   

? dates: Adult Level 1 sailing class 

? date: Alameda Mile Trash Pick-up, Mary Anne, 

10 a.m., Alameda Mkt., opposite fire station 
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July Birthdays 
 
3 Doris Dewberry  
5  Steve Bradford 
7  Michael Galoob 
11 James Waller 
12 Greg Stevens 
17  Les Cummings 
19 David Brockus 
19 Pam Roach 
20 Chad Cox 
20 Bob Kendrick 
20 Ed Shoemaker 
23 Mary Burrows 
24 Phil Dane 
27 Glede Holman 
27 Teresa Holman 
 



 

 

 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652  

 Phone numbers you should know: 

Little River Marina: Bob Davis, 364-8335 /  

823-5077; Calypso Cove Marina: 360-9846  

BH Management       447-4974 

Lake Patrol             425-2323 Troop A 

Cleveland Co. Sheriff    321-8600 

T-Bird Park Office        364-7634 

T-Bird Park Ranger         364-7634 

Thunderbird Sailing Club Officers 

Commodore: Barbara Schindler 

 321-1354, bschin@cox.net 

Past Commodore: Paul Reynolds 

 292-5364, par2058@yahoo.com 

Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles 

 833-7044, mellgren@cox.net 

Fleet Captain: Jim Eller, 924-3148 

 wjimeller@gmail.com 

Rear Commodore: Orville &  

 Courtney Fisher, 793-0758 

 icusailor@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Teresa & Mike Galoob 

 329-2514, mtgaloob@msn.com 

Treasurer: David Craigie, 613-7774   

incipient@msn.com 

Mainsheet Editors: Doris Dewberry & 

Emily Jerman, ddewsail@aol.com 

& ejerman@ou.edu 

BoatHouse: Michael Klatt  

 579-5644 (h), 496-7591 (c)  

 mdklatt@ou.edu 

Happy 4th 

of July! 
 

General  

meeting: 

6:30, July 21 

Program: 

OCBC  

Commodore 
 


