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Commodore's Message:  

 Despite all appearances, this month has been a very 
active one for many TSC members. A talented many 
are busy laying the groundwork for an exciting and 
r e w a r d i n g  s e a s o n . 
 
First and foremost, please join me in welcoming new 
"full" members Don and April Wanzer and Greg and 
Susan Tiffany. They came to us through the comple-
mentary  associate memberships we offer to sailing 
class students. This is a great way to show case 
the club and bring in new faces. 
. 
The Program and Publicity Committee of the Boat-
House met twice at Karen Melgren's, and many times 
online, to work out this year's class offerings, web site 
page, and advertising.  Viewing the TSC event calendar 
fills me with pride but also some trepidation as we 
have loaded up heavily with classes. We will make up 
in good measure for the loss of the NROTC midship-
men's class. We have scheduled an adult small boat 
class, an intermediate kid's camp, and the new Family 
Sailing Day. The latter is Karen Thurston's brainchild 
and should be a blast. The new American 14.6s are 
ideal for an instructor, a parent and 2 kids. It will be a 
practical and fun introduction to sailing that will be 
h e l d  o n  M a y  2 8 . 
 
Dave Craigie did a huge service in putting together a 
member's contact list. Sheryl Tiffany worked very hard 
to update and simplify the membership applica-
tion.  Ted Steuli has been patiently weathering a 
spring tide of web site queries and requests.  For your 
viewing pleasure we now have the TSC Articles of Con-
federation, and the most recent versions of the Bylaws 
a n d  S t a n d i n g  R u l e s ,  a t  h t t p : / /
t h u n d e r b i r d s a i l i n g c l u b . o r g / i n d e x . h t m . 
 

For those of you who missed the February meet-
ing, it was a great one. Rick Shaw gave a splen-
did talk about emergency preparedness, 
from  the personal perspective of a recent expe-
rience involving several near misses and a reluc-
tant rescue.  We also had a very good-looking 
Valentine's theme going - I'm still waiting to see 
if Rachel took pictures of Tim Agin dancing 
around the hall sprinkling sequins. 
 
Tim and Mike Black have put together plans for 
the racing season. Once the weather warms up 
the emphasis will be centerboard boats and a 
Mcdonald's Cup pram series, seriously. Don't 
f o r g e t  S p l a s h  D a y ,  A p r i l  2 3 . 
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REMEMBER WHEN!   FEBUARY 2001 

BoatHouse Groundbreaking Ceremony 

   From Left to right:   Mattie Bowling, American Red Cross 

        Paul Reynolds, TSC 

        Doug Smith, Oklahoma Tourism/Recreation 

        Les Cummings,  LTEF 

That’s correct, its been ten years since that exciting day at the site of the soon to be built Lake Thunderbird 

BoatHouse.  A very nice crowd from the Park, State, LTEF and TSC was on hand for the occasion with 

champagne toasts all around.  Note the location of the original dock which was installed to the left /north 

side of the boat ramp.  The official grand opening, or as we called it the “BoatHouse Launching Ceremo-

ny,” was held on a very rainy Saturday April 6, 2002.  Many TSC members and partner volunteers worked 

nearly every weekend (and during the week) for a year between spring 2001-02 to complete the interior of 

the building and to build the fencing for the first boat yard.  It was these volunteers that helped us to open 

the BoatHouse free of any debt.  Please review the names on the volunteer plaque in the BoatHouse foyer 

and be sure to thank these folks that gave time and energy to create the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse! 



2011 Thunderbird Sailing Club and BoatHouse calendar   

TSC Board mtg 4:30 3rd Sat each month, general mtg starts at 6:00. Sea Scouts 10-2:00 each Sat.  

Full moons Apr 17, May 17, June 15, July 15, Aug 13, Sep 12.    

Mar 5  Mardi Gras Parade ~6:45 (boats there at 4:00, theme  “wearing of the purple, gold and green”) 

Mar6   Alameda Mile Trash pick-up – Alameda Mkt., x from fire station,Mary Anne 2:00 , before management mtg 

Mar 6  BoatHouse management comm. Mtg 3:00 

Mar12 10:00 Alternate day Alameda Mile Trash pick-up  

Mar 19 TSC Mtg (full moon). Program: Steven Cadenhead with the Oklahoma Water Resources Board 

Apr 15-17  Texoma Lakefest Regatta at the other tsc, Texoma Sailing Club, and Dogwood at Tsa-La-Gi, 16th. 

Apr 16  TSC Mtg 

Apr 23  Splash Day. Layton-type regatta: rotating skippers, 5-6 races, 2-4 crew each boat, on  5-6 small keel  boats.   

Apr 30 BH rental and introductory sailing for Trinity Lutheran ESL class. 10-12:00 Emily Jerman 

May 1  Commodore's Cup regatta 

May 7   BoatHouse work party 9:00-1:00, McDonald's Cup series regatta 2:00  

May 21-22  Sailing Counselor Class  

May 21  TSC Mtg - early Club dinner and program - invite counselor class  

May 28 Family Sailing Day – Karen Thurston 10:00-4:00 

Jun 2-5   Level 1 Instructor Class 

Jun 6-11  Adult Level 1 Basic Sailing  Class,  

Jun 11  McDonald's Cup series regatta 2:00 

Jun 12 Commodore's Cup regatta  

Jun 18  TSC Mtg  

Jun 20-25  Sailing Smart Kid's camp - Les  

July 2  Alameda Mile Trash pick-up – Mary Anne 10:00 - Alameda Mkt., x from fire station 

July 9 McDonald's Cup series regatta 2:00 

July 10 Commodore's Cup regatta   

Jul 11-16  Sailing Smart Kid's camp – Phil 

Jul 16  TSC Mtg (day after full moon)   

Jul 21-23  Sailing Better intermediate Kid's camp - Paul  

Jul 24   ?  TBA ? Boathouse Kid's camp regatta ?  

Aug 13 McDonald's Cup series regatta 2:00 

Aug 14 Commodore's Cup regatta  

Aug 20  TSC Mtg 

Aug 27 Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association Water Fest  

Sep 5  TSC McDonald's Cup & Boathouse Volunteer Appreciation Day (Labor Day)   

Sep 11  Commodore's Cup regatta  

Sep 17  TSC Mtg 

Sep 17 Catch A Special Thrill 

Oct 2   Layton Regatta  

Oct 8   Alameda Mile Trash pick-up - Mary Anne10:00 - Alameda Mkt., x from fire station 

Oct 15  TSC Annual business meeting and election  

Nov  6 Hiram Douglas Regatta 

Nov 19  tentative, BoatHouse work party 1:00 - 5:00 

Nov 19 TSC Mtg  
Dec 10 TSC Holiday Party (no further Dec. mtg) 



BoatHouse Locks  

And Security 

LTEF  

Annual Meeting Notes 

 On Sunday January 30, the BH Management Com-

mittee will have all the BoatHouse locks rekeyed.  The 

existing keys have been in use for nearly ten years and it 

was felt that it was time to rekey the locks as there are 

just too many BoatHouse keys floating around.   

 The new keys will be on a Master for all doors and 

a sub-master that will only open the south door leading to 

the restrooms.  This way we can provide access to the 

site and restrooms only without access to the rest of the 

BoatHouse.  Edmond Lock and Safe will make the key 

changes for us and the BH will fund the cost. 

 Phil Moershel, BoatHouse manager, will control 

the keys.  He will keep a list of key numbers (they will 

be numbered M-1 through M-20 and S-1 through S-5) 

along with the person who has that key number. 

 We expect the keys to be returned when they are 

no longer needed by the BH Volunteer.  We also ask that 

no additional copies of the key be made. 

 If your duties as a volunteer require access to the 

building, please contact Phil Moershel. 

 To keep with our tradition of changing the Boat-

House combination locks please know that all the combi-

nation lock combinations were changed earlier this year.  

If your volunteer duties require access to the site, please 

contact Phil Moershel for the new combination.   

 We also ask that the combination be kept confi-

dential between the volunteers, TSC Officers, LTEF 

Board.  Also, when unlocking any of the BH combina-

tion locks, please roll the combination wheels so a passer

-by cannot get the combination from the lock itself.  Fi-

nally, if you are the last person to leave the BH and site, 

please be sure all BH doors are locked and all combina-

tion locks are locked before leaving. 

 AGAIN, IF YOUR VOLUNTEER DUTIES 

REQUIRE A KEY TO THE BOATHOUSE, 

PLEASE CONTACT PHIL MOERSHEL AT: 

pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 

 

The annual Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation 

board of directors met on Thursday evening, January 27 

at the OU Health Sciences Center. 

President Roger Elliott chaired the meeting that began 

with nominations for officers and new three year mem-

bers of the board.  Roger Elliott, Frank Lawler, Connie 

Divine, and Marilyn Friend were elected as President, 

Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary respectively.  

Other board members elected to new three-year terms 

were Roger Elliott, Janie Davis, and Steve Johnson.  Les 

Cummings was re-elected as the Executive Director for 

2011. 

Connie Divine reported 2010 unaudited financials: 

Total Income: $15, 926.76 

Total Expenses:       10, 894.33 

Increase in equity: $  5,032.43 

Bank/Endowment Balances at the end of the year were: 

    Cash/Bank Accts   $   20,218.80 

    Endowment:        27,319.67 

    Total Cash/Endw.  $  47,538.47  

The LTEF expresses its appreciation to the board mem-

bers who donated nearly $4,000 last year and to the TSC 

members who contributed over $2,000 at the end of the 

year.  These gifts helped account for over $7,000 in dona-

tions last year.  In 2010 the LTEF had $3,454.10 in un-

designated contributions along with $250 designated for 

the Endowment.  The bylaws stipulate that the LTEF in-

vest at least 10% of the undesignated contributions to the 

Endowment Fund which means at least $585.10 will be 

contributed to the Communities Foundation of Oklahoma 

in the coming months depending on their matching grant 

program for 2011. 

Each year the LTEF has a financial review and 990 pre-

pared by Larry Pace, CPA of Norman.  Les also reviewed 

the plans for additional capital expenditures and projects 

for the 2011 calendar year included the just completed 

boatramp project funded for $6,500. 



The new, improved Little River Marina is coming along 

well. Bob Davis expects an April opening  

 Goings and Doings 

February :Valentine Meeting 

 

During the February meeting Jeanie Himes and Joyce 

Craigie get help put tags on the Marte Greau beads. 

Greetings Friends of 
Norman Mardi Gras!  

Join the Norman Krewe 2011Saturday, March 
5th because The 17th Annual Norman Mardi 
Gras Parade is alive and well!   The Zydeco All-
stars and the Deli Allstar Jam (elements of 
Montu) start at 6 during the Parade Review and 
then let the good times rool at 6:45 as the Nor-
man Mardi Gras Parade begins.   Members of 
the Thunderbird Sailing Club will decorate our 
float starting at 4:30 in downtown Norman.  
Hope to see you there. 



Travels of Tim and Rachel Agin, 

 This past Christmas Rachel, Maddi the super dawg, and I took vacation and traveled to Florida to 
visit our kids. Our daughter Morgan lives in Jacksonville and our son Jason lives in Mount Dora with 
his lovely wife Erika. A long day's drive finally put us in Florida and at the home of our daughter on 
Christmas Eve. A little running around doing last minute shopping took place then we spent the 
evening at a local pub beating the pants of the daughter and her beau at darts and pool. They were 
astounded at our skill. Actually they were just really bad and we were really lucky. Back home to 
await Santa's arrival and a much needed night's sleep we awoke to presents around the Christmas 
tree. Ripping through the wrappings and much ooooing and aaaaaing took place before we settled 
down for breakfast. Our daughter noticed while checking Facebook that daughter-in-law Erika had 
invited us for Christmas Dinner. Very short notice and not the usual way Rachel and I are invited for 
dinner. A quick check of the GPS showed that they were only about an 2 hours drive away so I told 
everyone to grab a bag and pack some jammies we were moving out ASAP. The drive went quickly 
and the landscape changed from endless flatland to gently rolling countryside with live oaks and 
Spanish moss. Quaint homes and shops popped up along the road as we moved closer to Mount Do-
ra. The town is north of Orlando about the same distance as Norman from OKC. Just enough to easi-
ly visit if you want without it intruding on your peace and quiet. Jason and Erika are staying with her 
Dad Eric while they get settled into the area. Eric picked up a beautiful 7 acre estate on Lake Beau-
clair just south of Mount Dora. What a wonderful home on the water. The entrance passes through 5 
acres of citrus trees and up to a very nice house with pool. On down to the waterfront there is a dock 
looking westward across the water. Rachel and I fell in love. This was the first place we've been 
where we both looked at each other and said "We're home". Lake Beauclair is one of several lakes in 
the Harris Lake system. They are all connected by canals of varying sizes. The Dora Canal is famous 
for being the location where the movie "The African Queen" was filmed. The bridges only have 20 
feet of clearance so you'll need to be able to drop your mast easily if you're sailing your boat between 
lakes. There is a very active sail club in the area. The Lake Eustis Sailing Club, http://
www.lakeeustissailingclub.org/forum/index.php , is very busy and supports over 80 small craft races 
a year. For pilots there is an active sea plane group with landing strips marked out on several of the 
lakes. The historical down town of Mount Dora is very healthy and filled with interesting shops, res-
taurants, and activities. Dogs are welcome with one shop even hosting Yappy Hour so you can enjoy 
wine tasting with your best friend. The town is very warm and friendly. If you need the modern con-
veniences such as Wal-Mart, Target, or Starbucks you can buzz out to the edge of town where the 
highway passes and you'll find all the national chain stores. The week of our visit went far too quickly 
but Rachel and I now have a destination in mind when retirement comes in the next couple years. If 
you are looking for place to vacation away from the crowds you might just give the Mount Dora area 
a look see. You won't be disappointed.    

Notes from the Rear Commodore, Tim Agin 

Report from Rear Commodore 
 

I hope you all enjoyed the Valentine's theme for the meeting last month. This month's theme 

will be St. Patrick's Day so bring your Irish dishes and make sure to wear a bit o' green for 

luck. It's getting close to good sailing weather again so bring your thoughts on events and rac-

ing for the summer to share. Mike and I will be ready to take notes and see what we can put 

together. See you soon.  

Tim Agin 

http://www.lakeeustissailingclub.org/forum/index.php
http://www.lakeeustissailingclub.org/forum/index.php


Do you want to know 
more about the Sea 
Scouts  

 

We are a co-ed branch of the Boy Scouts focusing on sailing, team 
building, first aid, community service and lots of fun.  

Who? :  Guys and Gals ages 13-21                      

                  When? :  Every Saturday from 10am-2pm 

          Where? : Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 

Check out our Facebook page “seascoutship5790”      

Or call Skipper Rick for directions 405-306-8597 



Welcome Aboard! That's one of the first things we tell new members when they join our club. Thunderbird 

Sailing Club is known for its friendly, laid back atmosphere and we are always happy to welcome new mem-

bers. Over the last few months, the board has been looking at ways to make sure that new members are 

"Welcomed Aboard" and also have all the information they need to participate in our sailing club. Here are 

some things that we will be providing to new members: 

Member Directory (David Craigie recently completed our new member directory and passed them out at our February meeting. 

If you missed the meeting, see David for your copy)  Calendar of events.  Copy of the club bylaws. 

We also would like for an existing member to volunteer to be a resource person for a new member. The idea 

is for the resource person contact the new member, introduce yourself, and give him a personal welcome to 

the club. You can let him know how the club works, what activities are coming up, make sure he gets a per-

sonal invitation to meetings and activities, and answer any questions about TSC. Since we don't have any 

participation requirements for new members, this is a way to encourage them to participate and make some 

friends quickly when they join our club. If someone you know joins Thunderbird Sailing Club, you may 

want to act as their resource person. If you are interested in helping “Welcome Aboard” a new member, con-

tact anyone on the board and we’ll get you set up. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Mardi Gras is coming and we would like your participation.  Please read the notice elsewhere in this Main 

Sheet.  Thanks 

Dues Renewal Notices: 

I am sitting here looking at the snow outside and wondering if the mailman will come today.  Hopefully he 

will bring me some more mail, from you.  We are really lacking in the renewals that have been returned.  

Please, if you have not returned your renewal with your check, consider doing this today.  We really need 

your support. 

Time is running out to renew in time to get your current information in the Club Directory that will be availa-

ble at the February meeting.  Most likely, your name will be included in the new directory, even if you are a 

little slow in returning your renewal.  However, the contact information may not be up to date.  So, won’t 

you please help out and return your renewal notice now.  Thanks!! 

Money on Hand: We currently have a balance in our TSC account of $6832.39 and there are no unpaid bills 

that I am aware of.  Included in this amount is $390 for the Junior Sailing Club and $80 in the Layton Fund 

(per order of the TSC board). This is about $1500 less then we had last year. 

Thanks to everyone for all that you do.  You are a great group to work and play with. 

 

See you on the water 

David Craigie, Treasurer, TSC 

Welcome Aboard 



T h u n d e r s a i l o r s , 

 

This month,  my  colleague ,Steven Cadenhead with the Oklahoma Water Resources Board will give a 

presentation on the new  SDOX pump on lake thunderbird.   In this presentation you will learn about Lake 

Thunderbird water quality and how it affects your boat bottom (as well as the flavor and odor of Norman, Del 

City and Midwest City drinking water).  you will also learn what all the new buoys by the dam are for, as 

w e l l  a s ,  b i g  w o r d s  l i k e  h y p o l m n e t i c  a n d   h y p e r e u t r o p h i c . 

 

In 2010, the Central Oklahoma Master Conservancy District partnered with the OWRB, to design, install, and 

monitor a SDOX pump at the lake’s deepest area near the dam. This energy-efficient pump uses the latest 

technology to prevent the lakes hypolimnion from going anoxic throughout the summer months without dis-

rupting the lake’s natural thermocline. The pump essentially mixes water that has been supersaturated with 

dissolved oxygen to approximately 300%. It has been determined that the seasonal anoxia that occurs each 

summer, is changing the lakes chemistry in a way that it exacerbates the eutrophic condition. Implementation 

of the SDOX device is targeted to not only improve water quality in the lake for biota but also to reduce the 

cost to treat as a drinking water source. Lake Thunderbird water is treated by the cities of Norman, Del City 

and Midwest City for potable water supply. Funding for this effort was obtained through the American Re-

c o v e r y 

 a n d  R e i n v e s t m e n t  A c t  o f  2 0 0 9 . 

 

In my best lay interpretation of the preceding paragraph,  the deep colder layer of the lake(hyplimnion)   loos-

es  all of its oxygen(anoxia) during the summer.  Those conditions are ideal for recycling nutrients out of the 

sediment that cause boat fowling algae to grow.  The oxygen injection system will prevent nutrients from cy-

Monthly Program 

Here are the birthdays for February & March 2011 
Happy Birthday to the following TSC members.  If you would like to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by one 
of the many mediums that are available, and wish them Happy Birthday on their special day.  This is where your new TSC Club Di-
rectory will come in handy. If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did not share that information with your 
Treasurer/Membership Secretary.  If you want to share your special day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone 613 
7774. Thanks, David 

March 

Susan Tiffany 3/1 

Bea Waller 3/13 

Camisa Stewart 3/13 

Paul Reynolds 3/14 

Jacques Landry 3/15 

 

April: 

Kathy Lawler  4/7 

Lorrie Sylvester 4/15 

James Anderson 4/19 

Cheri Elliott  4/19 

Nita Trotter   4/26 

Jim Kasbohm  4/29 

Rachel Agin  3/18 

J. Alva Brockus 3/19 

Ann Luppens  3/19 

Barbara Cummings 3/21 

Catherine Morin 3/21 

Kathleen Smith 3/26 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com


2011 CPR/FIRST-AID CLASS 

Midwest City Fire Department 

By:  Les Cummings 

 

U. S. Coast Guard Captain and Public Information Officer Jerry Lojka with the Midwest City Fire Department taught 

eleven Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse volunteers CPR and First Aid on Saturday February 26 at the Midwest City Fire 

Department.  As always, Jerry did a terrific job with the class and it was even better this year with number one assis-

tant, Linda Lojka helping out.  The course included Adult, Child, and Infant CPR as well as First-Aid training using the 

American Heart Association standard curriculum.  U.S. Sailing Instructors as well as U. S. Coast Guard Captains must 

have up-to-date certifications in both CPR and First Aid for their license to be valid.  Students were Linda Lojka, Greg 

and Susan Tiffany, Mike and Teresa Galoob, Andreus Rodriquez (Venezuelan Exchange Student living with the 

Galoob family), Paul Reynolds, Robin, Ali, and Matt Lebo (Sea Scouts) and Les Cummings.  We thank Linda for the 

photos below.   



the new  SDOX pump  

Presentation Steven Cadenhead  

March 19th 

6 pm 
Commodore  Paul Reynolds 405 292 5364  par2058@yahoo.com 

Past Commodore  Sam Tiffany  793-1398 (h)

stiffany@powercosts.com 822-3280 (c) 

Vice Commodores   Phil Moershell  405 530 8952  (w)  405 208 1532 

(c )  pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 

Fleet Captain  Mike Black  405-200-2314 (c )  405-325-6844 (w)  

mike@jetblackaircraft.com  

Rear Commodore  Tim Agin  405-410-3069(c )  405-736-7320 (w) 

Tim80@Cox.net 

Secretary  Sheryl Tiffany  793-1398, stiffany@cox.net  

Treasurer  David Craigie  613-7774 Incipient@msn.com 

Mainsheet Editor  Jim Eller  405-924-3148 (c ) wjimeller@gmail.com  

Your 2011 officers!  From left,  Paul Reynolds, Commodore, David Crai-

gie, Treasurer,  Mike Black, Fleet Captain, Phil Moershel, Vice Commo-

dore, Sheryl Tiffany, Secretary, Sam Tiffany Past-Commodore, Sam Tiffa-

ny, Commodore, Tim Agin, Rear Commodore. 

Corrections for this issue of the Mainsheet or contributions for 

future issues should be sent to Jim  at wjimeller@gmail.com 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

mailto:stiffany@cox.net

