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Thunderbird Sailing Club 

 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with United 
States Sailing & Central States Sailing Association 

P.O. Box 1652 

 Norman, Oklahoma 73070 

Note: The TSC and  

BoatHouse share this P.O. Box. 

Many people work so hard to make the 

Thunderbird Sailing Club an important 

part of our lives that I hesitate to name 

these marvelous volunteer workers be-

cause invariably I will leave some out. 

Think of the volunteer hours that are 

given to make this place work. Just this past week the State of Oklahoma did an 

annual electrical inspection of the BoatHouse. Roger Elliott and Les Cummings 

were there to take them around. 

 The racing schedule takes a great deal of commitment. For race day, marks 

need to be set. The pontoon boat, always a cause for prayer, needs to be readied. 

Race officials prepare to time and score the race. Each time a race is held, exten-

sive procedures are in place to ensure the safety of every participant. 

 Our sailing lessons are the soul of this organization. Occasionally, we re-

cruit adult members through these programs. However some of our best fans 

come from the kids’ sailing programs given two times in the summer. Some of the 

kids, thirteen and older, join  the Sea Scouts, led by Rick Shaw. The kids’ camps 

require an instructor and about 15 other volunteers. 

 Let’s not forget the members who participate in CAST, Family Day, Open 

House, Mardi Gras, and all the other functions that promote close relationships. 

Volunteers are the life blood of this organization. Give yourselves a pat on the 

back. Fair winds and following seas, Commodore Barbara 

In this issue . . . 

Raft out this Saturday!  p. 2   Treasurer’s letter and Tell Tales column  p. 4 ESL sailing day a success  p. 6 

Upcoming racing opportunities  p. 2  Sea Scouts launch into sailing season   p. 5 Barbara Cummings fund  p. 7 

May 19 meeting preview (& April recap)  p. 3 BoatHouse inspection goes well  p. 5  Calendar and birthdays  p. 8 

Racing starts this month! See inside for more! >> 



 

 

 

May 5th Raft Out 
 

 6 p.m. gathering at BoatHouse 

 7 p.m. Zoom Beach Cove 

 Blessing of the Fleet 

Join the party, bring  

refreshments and drinks  

to share. 

              This could be you. Bring a boat or find a ride. Come by the BoatHouse. 

Something to think about: Mike Devenitch’s boat was the only sailboat in the marina left 

standing after the May 2010 tornado. His was the only boat blessed by a Zen monk shortly 

before the tornado. Probably a coincidence, but we are inviting a Zen monk to join us and 

do our blessing.  

 Come join us! Bring refreshments to share and come raft out on this full-moon eve-

ning. If you don’t have a boat, come anyway. We will have boat and skippers leaving from 

the BoatHouse with room for you.    

 For more information, call Jim Eller, Fleet Captain, at 405-582-2387. 

Club Regatta: 1 p.m. Saturday, May 19 

Our first race will be an informal club regatta. Gather on the BoatHouse dock as the skip-

pers present will set the course, depending on conditions. Each boat will keep their own 

time and well as the times of the boat before and after them. Times will be turned in to our 

club time keeper who will score the fleet.   

Other Club Race Committee Events Planned 

June 2: Open House 

June 16: Family Sailing Camp 

June 26: 6 p.m. Centerboard regatta 

July 3: Raft Out 

July 7: More formal club race, two starts with 

       PRO. 

On Saturday, May 5, the sun will 

set at 8:20 p.m. The moonrise will 

be at 10:35 p.m. 
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April TSC meeting 

Guest speaker: Bryan Rainbow 
 

Long time multi-hull sailor Bryan Rainbow shared some experiences as he raced 

from Chicago to Mackinac on Lake Michigan. 

He was crew and driver on the Nelda Ray, a 33-

foot trimaran. Another local sailor and TSC 

member, Phil Trotter, sailed the long-distance 

race with Bryan. His races are too long to list, 

but his sailing days began when he was just five 

years old. He has competed on Hobie Cats for 

many years and now competes on the Nelda Ray.  

Bryan has raced the Chicago/Mackinac twice; in 

2005 and 2008. He plans to compete this June in 

the Bayview/Mackinac race. The Nelda Ray 

completed the Chicago/Mackinac race in just 

over 44 hours, covering 254 nautical miles; standing watch for two hours and rest-

ing for three hours. Eating, drinking and sleeping are three important activities in  

May 19 meeting will be presented by Janie Davis, on racing  
 

Janie, as you know, is one serious sailor. She is a member of our club and an 

LTEF board member. She has participated 

in the 1999 Women’s Rolex competition, 

the NOOD, the junior programs at CSSA, 

and the OKC Boat Club, among many 

other activities. She has been Principal 

Race Officer for TSC regattas and a good 

friend to many club members. This will be 

a great opportunity to refresh not only go-

fast skills but also how to start, round 

marks, and avoid right-of-way penalties.  

 As always, your guests are welcome 

to join us. Bring  your questions and en-

thusiasm and help our racing program. 

The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

 Our thanks to Bryan Rainbow for his talk on long-distance sailing on the 

Great Lakes at our April meeting. Not since the Spanish Inquisition has one per-

son given up so many answers to a noisy mob. He really held our interest!  

 We will have one meeting this year with the ol’ Kerry Sailing Trivia 

Test. Start studying now or be subject to keelhauling. 

 —Kerry Knowles, with help from his friends 

   Participants in a recent Women’s Rolex competition. 

continued on page 6 

 



 

 From the Treasurer, Dave Craigie . . . 
 

Hi Thunder Sailors, 

      

I just got home from an entertaining and heart warming event at the BoatHouse; 

Emily Jerman hosted a student group from her church that is learning English as 

a second language. Part of the event was a ride for the students on a sailboat. You 

could just see the look on their faces of thrill and excitement at getting to ride on 

a sailboat. You could also see the look of gratefulness for someone taking the 

time in their busy schedule to sponsor 

such an event. Kudos to Emily, Mike 

Klatt and everyone else who participated. 

I always enjoy events of this kind and 

will always help support such.  
(See page 6 for photos from the event.) 

 

TSC Renewals: Have you paid your 

dues? We have several members who are 

in arrears. If you are in doubt, please 

contact me. Having you on the member-

ship rolls means a lot and your dues go a long way in supporting the many ac-

tivities of TSC. Please consider continuing your generous support. Thank you! 

 

Treasurer Stuff: We have a balance of $6,802.05 in the checking account. We 

had little activity in the checking account this month. We have no other unpaid 

bills at this time. 

 

Thanks for all your support! See you on the water, David 
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Tell Tails  ddewsail@aol.com 

Not too much is happening this month with members; 
or at least no one let me know . . .  

•Marilyn Friend had her picture in the paper with her   

 brother, who was inducted into the Oklahoma Journalism  

 Hall of Fame. 

•Karen Thurston’s daughter had a solo in the production of     

  Footloose at the Sooner Theatre. 

•The Norman tornado did not cause any damage to TSC  

  residents. The location was between Karen M.’s and my  

  house, and it skipped over Emily’s house.  

•The lake can now host a raft-up because of water level.  

  Oops, it’s already been scheduled—May 5! (Thanks, big  

  boat owners!)    —Doris Dewberry 
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Sea Scout Ship 5790 gets an early start on the 2012 sailing season  
Linda Sadler and the Sea Scouts have been cleaning and rigging the small boats for sev-

eral weeks now, and it was time on April 28 to launch the Sunfish. Mikaylah Cannedy 

(Rick’s granddaughter) and Dylan Kittel sailed 

the boats, while skipper Rick monitored them 

from the Whaler safety boat. Then, new mate 

Matthew Maupin and BSA leader Eric Jergen-

sen took their turn on the boats.  

 We will be sailing every Saturday from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m., weather permitting, and welcome 

any TSC members who would like to join us. 

Contact Skipper Rick at 405-306-8597 and visit 

our FaceBook page, “Sea Scout Ship 5790.”  

BoatHouse Inspection by State and BOR Goes Well  
The state agencies were impressed how nice and clean the BoatHouse and the grounds 

looked during the inspection. Thanks to all who have helped on work days and during 

the year. Our contract will be extended another five years, which is till March of 2017. 

 The concerns they had will be taken care of within the next few weeks: 

  1. The conveyor belt material will be removed by the state . . . if we need it, we 

will need to carry it into the boat yard. 

  2. Old, bent masts and boat parts outside the boat yard need to be disposed of. 

  3. The Sea Scout boat for sale will need to be moved off-site, the BOR stated. 

 I would like to add that the dock has been repaired, and we will begin to fix the 

brick patio soon. Please help Commodore Barbara with ideas for the open house in 

June. Also, Eric is acting park manager at this time, replacing Keith Owen. 

 Finally . . . and happily, I would like to announce: 

         The lake is finally close to normal, so safe sailing to all! —Les Cummings 

—Rick Shaw 



 

 April TSC meeting, continued from page 3 

avoiding sea sickness and staying healthy during the race. Bryan also shared photos of 

the Chicago harbor, the awesome storm clouds and beautiful sunsets he experienced 

along the way. 

 Many thanks to Bryan for taking the time to share his experiences with us. His 

program allowed many of us to live vicariously through him, knowing we will never 

get the opportunity to experience the race first-hand. —Jerry Lojka 

ESL Sailing Day a Success! 
Thank you, Thunderbird Sailing Club volunteers! 

 

Twenty-four students from Southeast Asia participating in an English 

conversation class got their lake legs April 28 when the class met at 

the BoatHouse. Mike Klatt taught the group sailing basics, and then 

TSC volunteers took the students out for what was for most their 

first-ever sail. The grins in these photos say it all. Thank you so 

much, everyone, and hope to see you next year! —Emily Jerman 

Special thanks to volunteers Mike Bush, Theresa Bush, David 

Craigie, Jim Eller, Teresa Galoob, Gray Graham, Mike Klatt, Phil 

Moershel, Paul Reynolds, Sam Tiffany, and Jim Waller.            6 



 

 

    

   TO:   Friends and Relatives of Barbara Cummings 

   FROM:  Bill and Gabrielle Thurman 

   RE:  Barbara Cummings Scholarship Fund 

 

I am sure many of you felt as we did that there was 

nothing we could do for Barbara’s last days. Our 

daughter, Stephanie, was in Oklahoma City and did all she could, but we felt 

that more needed to be done for a wonderful person. 

 Gabrielle and I will make a leadership gift and a four-year pledge to es-

tablish a Barbara Cummings Scholarship Fund in her memory. Our initial 

thought was to do something at the BoatHouse such as a summer internship, 

etc., but then we decided to leave it to Les to determine how best to honor her 

and her desires. Such gifts live on; flowers do not. 

 The Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation is a 501c3 organization, 

so gifts will be tax deductible. Ms. Connie Divine, LTEF Treasurer, volun-

teered to be the “go to” person, and gifts should be sent to her at Lake Thun-

derbird Educational Foundation, P.O. Box 1756, Norman, OK, 73070-1756. 

Receipts will be furnished for tax purposes. Checks should be made out to 

Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation and noted for the Barbara Cum-

mings Scholarship Fund. 

 Please join us in this effort. We will keep you informed as to the progress. 

 Please contact us if you have questions at Thurmang@aol.com, or e-mail 

Connie Divine at cdivine@ou.edu. 
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 2012 Thunderbird Sailing Club  

and BoatHouse calendar 
 

TSC general mtg.: 6 p.m. (6:30 p.m.  

     March–Oct.), third Saturday each month;  

     board mtg. at 5 p.m.  

Sea Scouts: 10–2 every Saturday. 

Full moons: April 6, May 5, June 4, July 3,  

     Aug. 1 and 31, Sept. 29, Oct. 29, and Nov. 28. 

    
Race Committee events and regattas in blue,  

BoatHouse events and classes in red. 
 

May 5: BH rental 11–3, Connie Divine   

May 5: Blessing of the Fleet and Raft-up, 7 

p.m., Zoom Beach Cove, Sunset 8:20, 

Full Moon 10:35   

May 19: Regatta, 1 p.m. start 

May 19: TSC mtg.  

May 24–27: US Sailing Level 1 Instructor 

Class, Rick Shaw  

June 2: Open House, BoatHouse 10th  

 anniversary, Kerry Knowles  

June 16: Family Sailing Day, 10–4? Karen 

Thurston  

June 18–23: Sailing Smart Kid’s Camp, Les 

Cummings 

June 26: Regatta, 6:00 Start, centerboards  

July 3: Raft-up, Zoom Beach Cove, 7 p.m., 

Sunset 8:49 p.m., Full Moon 1:52 p.m. 

July 7: Regatta 1 p.m. Start    

July 9–14: Sailing Smart Kid’s Camp, Phil  

Moershel 

July 21: Regatta, 1 p.m. Start 

July 21: TSC mtg. 

July 19–22: Sailing Better Intermediate 

Kid’s Camp, Paul Reynolds  

Aug. 4: Regatta, 1 p.m. Start 

Aug. 18: WATER FEST, Greater Oklahoma  

Disabled Sports Association, 8–4, Paul 

Reynolds 

Aug. 18: TSC mtg., 6 p.m. 

Sept. 1: Regatta, 1 p.m. Start 

Sept. 14: CAST preparation day, Les  

 Cummings 

Sept. 15: Catch A Special Thrill—Let’s 

Move Outside, 7 a.m. 

Oct. 20: Layton Regatta  

Oct. 20: TSC mtg., annual business and 

election  

Nov. 4: Hiram Douglas Regatta, Phil Moer-

shel 

Nov. 17: tentative, BoatHouse work party,  

 1–4 

Nov. 17: TSC mtg. 6:30 p.m.  

Dec. 15: tentative, TSC Holiday Party (no 

further Dec. mtg.) 

Jan. 1: New Year’s Day Sail 

 
? Sept. 3: TSC McDonald’s Cup & Boathouse  

Volunteer Appreciation Day (Labor Day)   

? dates: Adult Level 1 sailing class 

? date: Alameda Mile Trash Pick-up, Mary Anne, 

10 a.m., Alameda Mkt., opposite fire station 

? time: Family Sailing Day 

? date: holiday party 
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May and June Birthdays 
May 
2 Lana Horner  
 Bill Brackett 
 Aaron McDonald 
9  Rick Shaw 
13  Cleo Haines 
 Pam Bradford 
17 George Morin 
28 Kathy Marooney 
28  Michael Ozmun 
29 Jerry Lojka 
31 Mike Kelly 
June 
1 Ted Streuli 
9 Gus Shaver 
14  JB Messer 
14 Karen Thurston 
16 Laura Torneten 
18 Russell Marooney 
18 Laquita McDonald 
19  Jim Shinn 
22 Fredrica Cottrell 
28 Cheryl Shaw 
30 J. C. “Chris” Luppens  



 

 

 Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652  
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

 Phone numbers you should know: 

Little River Marina: Bob Davis, 364-8335 /  

823-5077; Calypso Cove Marina: 360-9846  

BH Management       447-4974 

Lake Patrol             425-2323 Troop A 

Cleveland Co. Sheriff    321-8600 

T-Bird Park Office        364-7634 

T-Bird Park Ranger         364-7634 

Park office hours: 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-1500 wkend 

Thunderbird Sailing Club Officers 

Commodore: Barbara Schindler 

 321-1354, bschin@cox.net 

Past Commodore: Paul Reynolds 

 292-5364, par2058@yahoo.com 

Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles 

 833-7044, mellgren@cox.net 

Fleet Captain: Jim Eller, 924-3148 

 wjimeller@gmail.com 

Rear Commodore: Orville &  

 Courtney Fisher, 793-0758 

 icusailor@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Teresa & Mike Galoob 

 329-2514, mtgaloob@msn.com 

Treasurer: David Craigie, 613-7774   

incipient@msn.com 

Mainsheet Editors: Doris Dewberry & 

Emily Jerman, ddewsail@aol.com 

& ejerman@ou.edu 

BoatHouse: Michael Klatt  

 579-5644 (h), 496-7591 (c)  

 mdklatt@ou.edu 

 

Join us 

in May! 
 

General meeting: 

 6:30 p.m. May 19, at the 

  BoatHouse 

Program: Janie Davis, Racing 
 


