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Commodore’s Message:  

Paul Reynolds 

T h u n d e r b i r d  s a i l o r s : 

 

The 3rd GODSA Water Fest went off well, despite searing heat and little wind. It was a good 

day for the skiers. I would like to thank Sam Tiffany, Jim Waller, Jim Eller, Phil Moershel, 

and Mike and Teresa Galoob for their help. Rick and the Scouts offered rides on Polaris. 

Many thanks to the Galoobs for bringing out their kayaks,  which along with the BoatHouse 

double, got much use. Thank you Sam for bringing out Pelicano, and Dave and Jim for Sham-

rock.  We were again complemented on the great facility.  Greg Horneber of GODSA and Jim 

Thorpe Rehab pulled off another super event.  Asbury Medical, a prime sponsor of the 

event,  is donating a new aluminum folding ramp to the BoatHouse.  It will come in handy 

o v e r  t h e  s t e p  o n  t h e  n o r t h  e n d  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a . 

 

By the way the auction basket at the Jim Thorpe Gala sold high. It included a coupon for a 

TSC dinner cruise for 4. Thanks in advance to Marilyn Friend for offering her boat and to 

C h e f  P h i l l i p e  M o e r s h e l  f o r  h i s  c u l i n a r y  s k i l l . 

 

My family spent a week in Galveston. It was a little cooler than here, the beach was clean, 

and the water fine. It was a nice reminder that there is some real salt water only (!) 8 hrs down 

t h e  r o a d . 

 

A very sad note: the brother of Keith Owen, Thunderbird Park Manager was recently killed in 

Afghanistan. Please keep him and his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

Also, Mary Anne Secrist's dad recently passed away. Please keep her in your thoughts. Here's 

hoping she will find a little time for some serenity on the lake. 

 

Hope to see you soon. Please look at the calendar included in this issue or on the website. 

-Paul 



Treasurer’s Report 
 

 

 

Greetings Sailors,      

I/we have returned from our summer holiday aboard Incipient, our Hunter 

26 trailerable sailboat.  We trailed Incipient almost 4000 miles this summer and put over 800 miles under our 

keel.  It was one of the most exciting and delightful adventures that we have ever had. 

 

Our first sailing venue was Kentucky Lake on the Tennessee River.  This is a massive lake and with the Land 

Between the Lakes to explore and endless bays to anchor in, is always a pleasure to visit.  We were there a 

week before Memorial Day and left a week after.  Like Oklahoma, it got unseasonably hot early on; it is only 

one degree latitude further north then Lake Thunderbird.  We left ahead of schedule to seek refuge in latitudes 

that were further north. 

 

After leaving Kentucky Lake, we spent ten days camping and land exploring western Michigan and the east 

coast of Lake Michigan.  We were waiting for a memorial event to happen in the Traverse City MI area on 

June 18th.  More importantly, we were waiting for Canada to warm up before we dipped our keel in her sweet 

cool waters. 

 

On June 19th, our obligations fulfilled in Michigan, we crossed the border at Sault St Marie and spent the next 

eight weeks in the enchanted Canadian waters of the North Channel and Georgian Bay.  This was relatively 

early in the season and while we expected and got some cooool weather and a good dose of rain, we enjoyed 

some fantastic sailing opportunities.  For the first few weeks we were on the water, we virtually sailed every-

where we went and there were some wicked sails (translated as awesome, splendid, etc) that were true learn-

ing experiences.  Other then ocean sailing, I don’t know where one gets better open water experience then in 

the protected waters of the North Channel.  We went on to spend eight weeks on the water in the North Chan-

nel. 

But it is always good to get home, even though the shock of the heat was dramatic.  It is good to get back to 

my local sailing club and back to work helping to run the programs that make TSC the club that it is.  By the 

time you read this, the GODSA event will be in the history books.  I have helped with this event before and 

had a blast.  I expect nothing less this year.  Kudos to our Commodore, Paul Reynolds, for organizing this 

wonderful event.  I hope that it continues as an annual happening. 

 

Treasurer Stuff: 

We are doing fine in the money department with a balance of $6804.60 in the checking account.  I only have 

one small unpaid bill and the annual fee for the BoatHouse is coming up soon.  With renewal season quickly 

approaching, I would like to encourage those who have not responded to my pleas to remit their dues, to 

please do so immediately.  This is what helps pay the bills and keeps the TSC doors open. 

Thanks for all your support and thanks to Jim Eller for taking over in my absence. 

 

See you on the water, David 



The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 

  at Norman, Oklahoma 
Presents the Fall 2011 

US Sailing Basic Keelboat Course 

 An opportunity for individuals who want to improve their sailing skills  

and achieve a nationally recognized certification on big boats 

Why: 

1.  Opportunity to learn how to sail 25-27 foot big boats at a local lake  

2.  US Sailing Certification provides a record of your skill level. 

3.  Synchronizes your experience with a proven sail training course.  

4.  An accomplishment for yourself that can last a lifetime 

Who...                               

Individuals eager to learn or reinforce big boat sailing techniques and obtain a US Sailing certifica-
tion recognized at boat charter facilities nationwide. 

When and Where...   

2 Friday evening classes September 9 & 16 (6-9pm), @ Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 

Then at least 2 four hour on the water sessions on a 25-27 foot sailboat. 

Cost...                      
$250 – US Sailing course fee, Includes a 1 year US Sailing membership $65,  

and a one year Thunderbird Sailing club Associate membership. 

$50 discount for TSC Members. 

Topics covered: 

Parts of a boat (nomenclature) Parts of a sail & choice per wind speed 

Points of sail How to handle heat & cold emergencies 

Basic rules of the road Upwind & downwind sailing skills 

How to read charts Anchoring, heaving to, reefing sails 

Commonly used knots PFDs & other personal gear 

What’s next?  

 

 
 

This is the entry level US Sailing Keelboat class. There are five more advanced courses available around the coun-
try. More information is available on US Sailing.org  

For additional information contact:  

Rick Shaw, Keelboat Instructor   405-306-8597, Shaw9939@sbcglobal.net  

mailto:Shaw9939@sbcglobal.net


10th Annual CAST for Kids 
 Saturday, September 17, 2011 

The Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Oklahoma Department of Tour-

ism and Recreation and the CAST for Kids Foundation will sponsor the 10th annual CAST for Kids fishing 

derby at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse on Saturday, September 17, 2011. 

We are pleased to report that Homeland Stores, Sysco Oklahoma and other donors will provide the food again 

this year!   

Les is working with all the donors who have supported the event over these past ten years and are confident 

that donations will continue to come in as they have in the past. 

Set up is 7am, fishermen start arriving about then too, at 8am the kids start arriving and they leave for their 

fishing trip at 9am.  At that time Chef Roger Elliott will have his team preparing the food for lunch at 

11:30ish.  Food prep and servers are always needed. 

When the luncheon is finished the awards are handed out and everything should be completed around 2PM.  

The BoatHouse and grounds are cleaned up and we will celebrate the 10th Annual CAST for Kids Fishing 

Derby.   

Please come out to be part of this exciting event.  We will need fishing boats and especially pontoon boats to 

take these special children out on their annual fishing trip.   



Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Assoc. 

Water Fest 8/27/2011 



2011 Thunderbird Sailing Club and BoatHouse Events 

calendar    

 2011 Thunderbird Sailing Club and BoatHouse calendar [SEPT]  

 

TSC Board mtg 5:00 3rd Sat each month, general mtg starts at 6:00.  

Sea Scouts and Junior Sailing 10-2:00 each Sat.        

Full moons Sep 12, Oct 11, Nov 10, Dec 10.   

 

Sep 5        TSC McDonald's Cup & Boathouse Volunteer Appreciation Day (Labor Day)  

  
Sep 17      7:00 AM    Catch A Special Thrill (would appreciate volunteers!) 

      2:00 PM     Commodore's Cup regatta - 3 Americans, or bring your own boat 

      5:00 PM      TSC Board Mtg 

      6:00 PM     TSC Mtg  

 

Sep 25      BH management Mtg 3:00 

 

Oct 2       Layton Regatta  
Oct 8       Alameda Mile Trash pick-up - Mary Anne10:00 - Alameda Mkt., x from fire station 

Oct 15     TSC Annual business meeting and ELECTION  

 

Nov  6      Hiram Douglas Regatta 

Nov 19     tentative, BoatHouse work party 1:00 - 5:00 

Nov 19     TSC Mtg  

Dec 10      TSC Holiday Party (no further De  

Membership Information 

If any of your membership information has changed, please con-

tact:  David Craigie 

9100 Pine Creek Dr., Midwest City OK 73130 

405 613 7774       Incipient@MSN.com  

LAKE THUNDERBIRD  

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION   
  Roger Elliott:  President 

 

 Phone numbers you should know. 

Little River Marina   Bob Davis  (o) 364-

8335   (c) 823-5077 

Calipso Marina   Mark or Barbara (o) 360-

9846 

BH Management                447-4974 

Lake Patrol                       425-2323 

Troop A 

Cleveland Co. Sheriff       321-8600 

TBird Park office              364-7634 

TBird Park Ranger                364-7634 

Park office hours 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-

1500 wkend 

mailto:Incipient@MSN.com


Whatever floats my boat:   

By Andy Rieger, TSC Member and Executive Editor and General Manager Norman Transcript 

There is something intrinsically satisfying about completing a job. It may start at a young age with cleaning one’s room, mowing 

the yard, painting a wall or graduating from first grade. My late father, both a lawyer and engineer, derived great satisfaction from 

driving the family tractor, brush hog behind him, mowing our acreage in northeast Norman or assorted other plots of land. It was 

task oriented satisfaction for someone who lives in a goal-oriented world. 

“You can tell just what you have done and exactly how much more you have to do,” he once told me. “There’s not much in my life 

where that happens.” 

The same feeling of completion has come to me recently. A wooden canoe, started at Christmas, will have made its maiden voyage 

by the time this first Norman magazine is published. (That is satisfying, too). My floating obsession started when a Trailcraft Canoe 

Company advertisement popped up on an Internet search of 1969 Boy’s Life magazines. (Winter in Oklahoma is punishing).  

In the 1960s and 1970s, the company sold kits to Scouts and other adventurers with the patience to build a boat. It consisted of thin 

wooden strips, plywood ribs, paintable canvas, a tub of glue and many pages of detailed instructions. 

 Ours, completed about 1970, was the 12-foot Scout model, made of painted pine and lasted at least 20 years. The work was done 

with the help of our Scoutmaster Steve Walsh and his sons, Chris and Steve Jr. We carried it most places. Hoisted it over fences at 

Rucker’s Pond. The hospital Lake. Even to Thunderbird and beyond.  

My new creation, the 16-foot Explorer, is stained Mahogany and plywood, and should outlast me. Fortunately, Trailcraft had the 

same Post Office box in Kansas. The company’s owner was unable to sell kits but offered a set of plans for $2. 

Help has found its way to my garage in many forms over the past few weeks. Most of the guests waited until the weather topped 

freezing. My family and my neighbors have tolerated my six-month obsession. My father-in-law, Jack Springer, has shared his 

tools and, more importantly, advice gleaned from a lifetime of woodworking. 

John and Jerry Tullius got it all started by agreeing to cut out the wood from the pattern. Ted Smith shared a gallon of stain and cut 

dozens of wedges for me. He and Larry Frei from church helped me with the critical job of stretching the canvas bought from a bolt 

at Truman’s in southwest Oklahoma City. 

 T.J. at Spectrum Paints provided the right paint. The Norman Lowe’s has become my new second home. Randy Hooper, a friend of 

40 years and a one-time skipper himself, has provided counsel and has pitched in on a few nights. 

It was one of those nights that Randy suggested we name the boat “Blue Moon.” I wish I could say it had to do with the night sky or 

the expression, “once in a blue moon.” In honesty, it was the cold beer we were anticipating after sanding the boat in preparation 

for yet another coat of blue paint. 

“What if it doesn’t float?” one friend of a daughter asked in a matter-of-fact tone. “We’ll just cut it in half and make bookshelves,” I 

said. 

But it does float and it draws conversation wherever we take it. A craftsman in Minco is building me nameplates to put on the bow 

and stern of the boat. It’s become a community project. All who have helped and tolerated my obsession should hoist a toast and 

collectively say, “A job well done.” 

 

 

The article above appeared in the first issue of the 

new Norman magazine that will replace new issues 

of Abner and Silk.  We thank Andy for allowing us to 

reprint the article and for providing the great photo 

of their canoe test tank in the backyard of their 

home.  Well done Andy, Karen  and all their family 

and friends! Note:  Please pick up the September 

issue of “Norman” magazine as it will have photos 

from the July Kids Sailing Camp.  Les 



Sea Scout Ship 5790 and the Lake 

Thunderbird Boathouse have organized a Youth Sailing Program for boys and girls 9-13 years 

old. This is for the children who have completed the BoatHouse summer sailing camps.  It is a 

combination of sailing small boats and the larger Catalinas of the Sea Scouts. Several of the 

TSC members and the parents of the children are participating to help with the boats, and safety 

boat logistics.  

The three young sailors pictured are Walker Pitchlynn, Isak Fisher and Alex Jones. Randy Sum-

mers was also in the camp and is old enough to join the Sea Scouts. There is no cost to join this 

group except the time to sail with these fun kids. You can check the Sea Scout Ship 5790 Face-

book page to see what we are doing. Anyone who is willing to come out on Saturdays from 

 Skipper Rick Shaw of Sea Scout Ship 5790 sets sail on Polaris, with Scouts and TSC Jr. Sailors aboard. The 

three Jr. sailors, graduates of the BoatHouse sailing camps, and their parents, looked gleeful as they left the 

dock.  It is great to see these kids back again.   

Youth Sailing Program 



Happy Birthday to the following TSC members.  If you would like to help your friend celebrate their birthday, 

contact them by one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them Happy Birthday on their special 

day.  This is where your new TSC Club Directory will come in handy. 

 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did not share that information with your Treasurer/

Membership Secretary.  If you want to share your special day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com or 

phone 613 7774. Thanks, David 

 

September 

Marilyn Friend   9/1 

Teresa Galoob  9/4 

Greg Tiffany  9/10 

Mary Anne Secrist  9/13  

Jill LeVan   9/14 

Kerry Knowles  9/17 

Robert  Anderson  9/22 

Angela Kasbohm  9/23 

Ray Psikal   9/30 

October 

Jim Eller   10/5 

Frank Lawler  10/12 

Jeannie Himes  10/13 

Ryan Doezema   10/15 

Joyce Craigie   10/19 

Warren  Fitzpatrick  10/23 

Barbara Schindler   10/28 

Pat Cox    10/29 

Program for the September Meeting and Potluck 

David Craigie on Trailer Sailing in the North 

Channel Sept. 17th 6-8pm 

The program for the September meeting will be 

from our resident traveling Trailer/Sailor, David 

Craigie.  He will speak on trailer/sailing in general 

and about his favorite summer sailing waters; the 

North Channel and Georgian Bay, located in the up-

per reaches of Lake Huron in Ontario Canada. 

 

So, If you have an interest in trailing your boat to 

foreign ports, or to a local lake in Oklahoma, make 

it a point to come to this meeting and invite a friend.  

There will be lots of pictures and advice. 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com


Program for the Meeting 

September 17th 

6-8pm 

 

Your 2011 officers!  From left,  Paul Reynolds, Commodore, David Crai-

gie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, Vice Commodore, Sheryl Tiffany, Secre-

tary, Sam Tiffany Past-Commodore, Sam Tiffany,  Past Commodore. 

Commodore  Paul Reynolds 405 292 5364  par2058@yahoo.com 

Past Commodore  Sam Tiffany  793-1398 (h)stiffany@powercosts.com

 822-3280 (c) 

Vice Commodore   Phil Moershell  405 530 8952  (w)  405 208 1532 (c )  

pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 

Fleet Captain  Kerry Knowles  833-7044   Kmellgren@cox.net 

Rear Commodore  Tim Agin  405-410-3069(c )  405-736-7320 (w) 

Tim80@Cox.net 

Secretary  Sheryl Tiffany  793-1398, stiffany@cox.net  

Treasurer  David Craigie  613-7774 Incipient@msn.com 

Mainsheet Editor  Jim Eller  405-924-3148 (c ) wjimeller@gmail.com  

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

mailto:stiffany@cox.net

