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September 2012 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with 
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing 

Association 

P.O. Box 1652 

 Norman, Oklahoma 73070 

Note: The TSC and  

BoatHouse share this P.O. Box. 

 
Even though I have been a member of the Thunderbird Sailing Club for about 13 years, 

I was not sure about the reasons we had institutionalized some activities. I asked Les 

Cummings—who is a great source of information—about the origin of the Layton Me-

morial Race, held in October, and the Uncle Donnie Award. 

Les wrote the following explanation about the origin of the Layton regatta: 

“Jerry Layton was the TSC commodore in 1992 and passed away that same year 

on May 25, Memorial Day weekend. He sailed a Catalina 25, the Ariella, and enjoyed 

racing and was a great competitor. He began a terrific program of Introductory Sailing 

open to the public on Wednesday evenings, which introduced our sport to many new 

sailors. Jerry’s ashes were spread on his much-loved Lake Thunderbird during a mov-

ing memorial celebration of his life in which five or six boats rafted up in the lake.” 

Les continued: “Starting in 1993, I developed the Jerry Layton Memorial Re-

gatta, which has been held each year since Jerry’s passing. This year will be the 20th 

Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta.” Originally, the regatta used Catalina 25s; then Cata-

lina 22s became the boat of choice. A unique feature of the race tests the seamanship of 

all who participate. Each skipper has a turn at sailing each boat. 

The Uncle Donnie award is given to a deserving member selected by the original 

boat charter group or their designees. In 1995 a group from TSC chartered a boat on 

Chesapeake Bay. Les’s uncle, Uncle Donnie, graciously hosted the sailors. Uncle 

Donnie took them on a crabbing trip on the Choptank River. The award consists of a 

traveling trophy, which consists of a Chesapeake Bay Blue Crab mounted on a plaque. 

The plaque should be displayed in a conspicuous place in the winner’s home or office.  

Les, thank you for this information! —Barbara Schindler 
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Editors’ note: The Layton regatta has always been a money-raiser for the commit-

tee boat fund. The committee boat is badly in need of a new motor or replacement 

(with a new boat). Jim Eller is making appeals now for donation of a used motor.  
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LABOR DAY PICNIC! 
Monday, Sept. 3 
 

A.K.A. VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 

DAY, hosted by Lake Thunderbird Education 

Foundation. At the grill will be Roger Elliott, 

winner of international grillers’ awards. Basic 

hamburgers and hotdogs will be provided. If 

you prefer steaks, bring your own, and 

Chef Elliott will grill them to perfection. 

Slaw and beans will also be provided. 

Desserts are welcome!     

 The grill will be fired up at noon 

and we will eat around 2 p.m. We’ll have 

some games and maybe a boat or two 

out on the dock. 

LOCATION: TSC BoatHouse (duh!) :o) 

Sailing Events 

This Fall 

September  

 3rd: Picnic and sail, McDonald’s Cup, over and back sort of race, 1–3 p.m. 

 18th: Dinghy Evening—come out and play! Bring a boat or use a boat. Rig from 

  5:30–6 p.m., sail from 6–7:30 p.m. 

October 

 20th: Layton Regatta. One of our fun annual events. Be crew, be a skipper, loan a boat.  

  More details in the next Mainsheet. 

November 

 4th: Hiram-Douglas, formal race with race committee and other clubs attending.   

  More details in the October Mainsheet. 



 

 
 

11th Annual  

CAST for Kids 
 Saturday, September 15, 2012 

 

The Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Oklahoma 

Department of Tourism and Recreation, and the CAST for Kids Foundation will sponsor the 

11th annual CAST for Kids fishing derby at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse on Saturday, 

Sept. 15. (No OU game that day.) 

 We are pleased to report that Homeland Stores, Sysco Oklahoma, and other donors 

will provide the food again this year!   

 Les has been working with all the donors who have supported the event over these 

past eleven years and is confident that donations will continue to come in as they have in 

the past. 

 Set up is 7 a.m., and fishermen start arriving about then too. At 8 a.m. the kids start ar-

riving, and they leave for their fishing trip at 9 a.m. At that time, Chef Roger Elliott will 

have his team preparing the food for lunch at 11:30ish. Food prep and servers are always 

needed for Roger’s cooking and serving team! 

 When the luncheon is finished, awards are handed out. Everything should be com-

pleted around 2 p.m. The BoatHouse and grounds are cleaned up, and we will celebrate the 

11th Annual CAST for Kids Fishing Derby.   

 Please come out to be part of this exciting event. We will need fishing boats and espe-

cially pontoon boats to take these special children out on their annual fishing trip.   
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 General Meeting on Sept. 15 
 

In addition to the CAST for Kids Fishing Derby on Saturday, Sept. 15, we will 

have a general meeting and potluck at 6:30 p.m. Many of the attendees will be ex-

hausted from their volunteer work, but Kerry Knowles will be presenting a pro-

gram called “TWENTY-FIVE QUESTIONS” that should  

get everyone’s adrenalin pumping.  

 Here’s warm-up example: 

Q: What is a catboat?  

A.) A boat with two hulls 

B.) A boat with a mast stepped at the bow 

C.) A boat with an all-girl crew 

 If this question does not appeal to you, nothing else will! 

So come on out, anyway! 

September Birthdays 

1 Marilyn Friend 

4 Teresa Galoob 

5 Naree Devenitch 

10 Greg Tiffany 

13 Mary Anne Secrist 

14 Jill LeVan 

17 Kerry Knowles 

23 Angela Kasbohm 

30 Ray Psikal 
 

 

 

October Birthdays 

5 Jim Eller 

12 Frank Lawler 

13 Jeannie Himes 

15 Ryan Doezema 

19 Joyce Craigie 

23 Warren Fitzpatrick 

28 Barbara Schindler 

29 Pat Cox 
TSC members enjoyed a good presentation on the Wilkes Expedition 

by Matt Maupin at the August meeting. 
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The third annual WaterFest of the Greater Oklahoma 

Disabled Sports Association, on Aug. 18, went well despite having to dodge 

thunderstorms and lightning. There were 25 participants registered, almost double last year. Due 

to the forecast of heavy rain, which there was much of, only 13 participants showed up. Never-

theless, there were more than 75 folks in attendance including family and volunteers. It was an 

amazing scene watching that dark sky loom over us. The BoatHouse was a much-appreciated 

shelter for a long indoor lunch. However, the cooks were soaked!  

We used the new person-lift on the dock, and it worked great! I was lucky enough to take 

Ms. Wheelchair Oklahoma, Jessa Lopez, out on my boat. I had made a simple adaptation to my 

boat by screwing on a cut-down plastic chair and a seat belt. She had a great time sailing and 

skiing. 

Huge thanks to Phil Moershel, who was integral to installing the dock lift and volunteer-

ing many hours both before and during the event. Kerry Knowles and Mike Black helped out 

with some last-minute machine work. Thanks to Linda Lojka whose excellent photos are on the 

TSC FaceBook page. Thank you also to Jim Eller, Jerry Lojka, Mike Klatt, Sam Tiffany, Barbara 

Schindler, Gray and Dorrie Graham, David Craigie, and Jim Waller. I may have missed some-

one, but thank you all. This was 

another day with the BoatHouse 

at its best. Once again the 

GODSA folks marveled at what 

a great facility this is.  

—Paul Reynolds 

Check out Thunderbird Sailing 

Club’s FaceBook page for more 

photos of this and other events! 
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 An Unforgettable Week 
Adventures at August’s Small Boat Sailing Class  

 

Which has right-of-way, a sailboat on a starboard tack or a Chinook firefighting helicopter 

scooping up water? This question occurred to me on Aug. 4, 

the last day of a historic Small Boat Sailing class at the Boat-

House. 

 On Friday afternoon, Aug. 3, a complex of wildfires en-

gulfed a large area south of Lake Thunderbird. After being 

cooped up in an office all day, I only learned of the fires as I 

was leaving for class at 4:15. As I 

drove east on Alameda towards a ho-

rizon filled with smoke and pyrocu-

mulus clouds, I had no idea what I 

would find at the BoatHouse. Or was 

traffic even allowed into the State 

Park at all? It turned out that the 

BoatHouse was not feeling any ef-

fects of the fires, but a large veil of 

smoke was just to the southeast. 

With the smoke becoming more con-

centrated near the surface as sunset 

approached, a slight change in wind 

direction could quickly change 

things for the worse, so I cancelled 

Friday night’s class. 

 Earlier in the week it 

only felt like the state was on 

fire as we entered the heart of 

a historic heat wave, which is 

saying something after the 

epic heat we’ve been experi-

encing the last 12 months. 

When class started on Mon-

day night, I was well aware 

of the forecast for the week  

Above, A helicopter collects 

water from Lake Thunderbird to 

fight fires on Aug. 4 during the 

SBS class. Inset, courtesy News 

9. Left, Student Dave Curri 

shows off his newly acquired 

skipper skills during the class. 

Continued on next page >>> 
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and was worried about the effects of the heat on the students, volunteers, and even 

the boats (what’s the melting point of fiberglass?). I rearranged my lesson plans so 

that our on-the-water activities took place as close to sunset as possible, and  

everybody stayed well hydrated and kept an eye on each other for the first signs of 

heat exhaustion.  

 The workweek culminated with the hottest three-day period in central Okla-

homa’s recorded weather history. The temperatures peaked on Friday with a high of 

113° F in OKC (tying the 

all-time hottest temperature 

record previously set in 

1936 during the height of 

the Dust Bowl). 

 As I arrived at the 

State Park early Saturday 

morning, the smell of 

smoke was almost over-

powering, so I felt good 

about my decision to can-

cel the class the night be-

fore. Missing a day of class is a big deal for Small Boat Sailing because we have a 

jam-packed schedule, so we really had to push if we wanted to finish up on time. Af-

ter the students rigged their now-familiar American 14s (everybody remembered to 

put the tiller underneath the traveler—a good sign), we hit the water to do some basic 

skills verifications and MOB drills. As we headed out into the middle of the lake, we 

could see that some of Friday’s fires had flared up again in the soaring mid-morning 

temperatures, and smoke was once again drifting across the lake. Then, an Army Na-

tional Guard Chinook helicopter swooped down to the lake’s surface near the dam 

and began taking on water for its giant firefighting bucket. From my vantage point, in 

the safety boat with Phil Moershel, seeing our fledgling sailors maneuvering with the 

smoke and the Chinook helicopter as a backdrop was an amazing sight. 

 Despite the challenges of this unforgettable week, we were able to successfully 

finish class on Saturday afternoon. The students really impressed me with the profi-

ciency they achieved in a short amount of time, and of course I can never say enough 

about our volunteers. The BoatHouse and its unique programs are really something 

for Thunderbird Sailing Club and everyone involved to be proud of. 

 Central Oklahoma’s newest sailors are Dave Curri, Joe Keck, Bob Magar, and 

Michael Wegner. We want to encourage them to get involved with TSC and to stay 

sailing, so, members, please say hello if you see them at the next meeting.  

 Helping me with the class were Teresa and Mike Galoob, Gray Graham, Emily 

Jerman, Hadley Jerman, Matt Maupin, Phil Moershel, Paul Reynolds, and Sam Tif-

fany. These individuals volunteered 80 hours of their time during the week. 

 P.S. It doesn’t matter who has right-of-way, because if you get anywhere near 

the Chinook and its massive rotor wash, you’re going to have a Very Bad Day.  

 —Mike Klatt 

Continued from previous page 
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 Busy Summer for  

Sea Scout Ship 5790 
It was a busy summer for Sea Scout Ship 5790. We started by cleaning 

our fleet of FJs, Sunfish, and Lasers. We replaced worn lines, installed 

new bungee cords, and aired up the trailer tires. It was also a training 

time for the new crew to learn how to rig and sail these boats. We also 

painted and tuned up the metal safety boat. Everyone developed their 

proficiencies driving the Whaler and metal skiff. We started the sailing 

season with capsize lessons on a Laser, and with the summer heat, any 

excuse to jump in the lake was welcome. We sailed almost every Satur-

day on the Sunfish, FJs, Pirateer, and the Catalina 25 and 27.  

 There was a influx of new members registering and participating this summer. Our new mates are Linda 

Sadler, Jessica Kittel, Matt Maupin, and Eric Jergensen. New scouts are Mikaylah Cannedy, Riana Jergensen, 

Dylan and Bobby Kittel, and Elenor Schrems. We also hosted a 

sailing day at the BoatHouse for Boy Scout Troop 217. It was a 

way to introduce sailing to Boy Scouts who might want to join our 

ship. We also provided rides to family members during the kids’ 

sailing camps.  

 This summer we acquired and sold a Hobie 16, which al-

lowed us to get the Catalina 27’s mainsail reconditioned and re-

placed the old roller furler. It has been over two years since the 

tornado damaged our boats and they are now finally restored to 

good working order.  

 So what are the plans for the Sea Scouts? We are going to 

try to get some more small boat sailing in before the weather 

changes. Maybe mount the grill on the 

Catalina 27 and have an end-of-summer 

picnic or overnighter on the big boats. We 

are looking for help from Thunderbird Sail-

ing Club members to encourage their teen-

age children or grandchildren to come 

out and sail with us. We are also 

needing an activities planner to bring 

fresh ideas into the ship. Skipper 

Rick’s theory is to teach the kids, and 

then they will take us out sailing 

when we get old. (Sooner than we 

think.) Contact Skipper Rick at 

shaw9939@sbcglobal.net if you 

would like to come out on Saturdays 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. —Rick Shaw 

8 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Thunder Sailors, 

 

Joyce and I are back after our trailering adventures to Canada, and it always feels good to be 

home and back to work. The first item on the agenda was GODSA and it was, as usual, a terri-

fic event for a great cause. This is my third year helping, taking participants out for a sail. 

What a hoot. It seemed like it was more fun for me than it was for the participants. I am sure 

that everyone had a great time, and we even got a rain shower during the middle of the day just 

to spice things up. Kudos and many thanks to Paul and his circle of supporters for staging this 

great annual event. Perhaps you, too, would like to help out next year? 

 

TSC renewals: We are almost up to renewal time again, and sadly we have a fair number of 

members who have failed to renew their membership in TSC. If you fall into this group, please 

give me a call and let me know your intentions. We would love to keep you as a member, but if 

you choose otherwise, we will honor your wishes. Please call. Thank you! 

 

Treasurer stuff: We have a balance of $6,409.82 in the TSC checking account. Included in 

this balance, we are holding $278.96 for the Jr. Sailing Club and $500.00 for the Layton fund. 

That leaves a balance in the TSC account of $5,614.86. 

 We had little activity in the checking account over the summer. Other than owing the 

Rear Commodore for some club supplies, we have no other unpaid bills at this time. 

 

Thanks for all your support! 

 

See you on the water,  

David 

Letter from Treasurer David Craigie 
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Membership Information 

If any of your membership informa-

tion has changed, please contact: 

 

David Craigie 

9100 Pine Creek Dr. 

Midwest City, OK 73130 

(405) 613-7774        

Incipient@MSN.com 



 

 

2012 Thunderbird Sailing Club  

and BoatHouse calendar 
 

TSC general mtg.: 6 p.m. (6:30 p.m.  

     March–Oct.), third Saturday each month;  

     board mtg. at 5 p.m.  

Sea Scouts: 10–2 every Saturday. 

Full moons: April 6, May 5, June 4, July 3,  

     Aug. 1 and 31, Sept. 29, Oct. 29, and Nov. 28. 

    
Race Committee events and regattas in blue,  

BoatHouse events and classes in red. 
 

Sept. 3: Labor Day picnic and sailing,  

         1–3 p.m. 

Sept. 14: Pre-planning for CAST (Les) 

Sept. 15: Catch A Special Thrill—Let’s   

            Move Outside, 7 a.m. setup 

Sept. 15: TSC mtg., 6:30 p.m.  

Sept. 18: Dinghy Evening, rig 5:30 p.m.,  

       sail 6 p.m. 

Oct. 20: Layton Regatta  

Oct. 20: TSC mtg., annual business and   

               election of officers 

Nov. 4: Hiram Douglas Regatta,  

        Phil Moershel 

Nov. 17: tentative, BoatHouse work party,  

          1–4 p.m. 

Nov. 17: TSC mtg., 6:30 p.m.  

Dec. 15: TSC Holiday Party (no  

               further Dec. mtg.) 

Jan. 1: New Year’s Day Sail 
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Sail Oklahoma Boating Festival coming up! 
 

The 2012 Sail Oklahoma Boating Festival will be held 

Oct. 4 through Oct. 8 at Lake Eufaula. This is the 

third rendition of the annual boating festival.  

 See the schedule here: 

www.wwpotterowners.com/SailOkSchedual2012.html 

For the pre-registration form, visit: http://

groups.yahoo.com/group/SailOklahoma/database 

Last year’s event was a great success. There 

were at least 58 boats, and about 120 people attended. 

 These were all home-built boats! 

Thunderbird Sailing Club Officers 

Commodore: Barbara Schindler 

 321-1354, bschin@cox.net 

Past Commodore: Paul Reynolds 

 292-5364, par2058@yahoo.com 

Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles 

 833-7044, normanmillwork@att.net  

Fleet Captain: Jim Eller, 924-3148 

 wjimeller@gmail.com 

Rear Commodore: Orville &  

 Courtney Fisher, 793-0758 

 icusailor@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Teresa & Mike Galoob 

 329-2514, mtgaloob@msn.com 

Treasurer: David Craigie, 613-7774   

incipient@msn.com 

Mainsheet Editors: Doris Dewberry &  

Emily Jerman, ddewsail@aol.com &  

emilyjerman@gmail.com 

“Remember when” snapshots 
(remember???) 


