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Commodore’s Message: Ted Streuli 

  Thanks to all who participated in the Race Judicata. 
The event was a lot of fun and I have received a great deal of 
positive feedback from the attorneys who sailed with us and 
the charity that benefited. 
 There are two things coming up this month that you 
might consider. I’m sure both are addressed more thoroughly 
elsewhere in The Mainsheet, but I encourage you to try your 
hand at racing on a Wednesday night. If you know who has 
the right of way (starboard tack), you won’t get into any trou-
ble and our races are pretty casual – no one’s going to yell at 
you because you’re a beginner. Racing is a great way to im-
prove sailing skills because it forces the skipper to maneuver 
the boat in a precise way that cruising doesn’t demand. The 
skills learned racing, however, readily translate into cruising 
skills. If you’re feeling intimidated, ask to crew on someone 
else’s boat or invite an old race hand to crew on yours. You’ll 
have a great time and become a better sailor in the process. 
Check the calendar on the Web site for dates and times, but 
generally speaking club races are two Wednesdays each 
month at 6:30 p.m. 
 Secondly, come out for the June 20 club meeting.  
Vice Commodore Sam Tiffany has arranged an Thunderbird 
Sailing Club intro session for newer members to learn how 
the club and its affiliated organizations work. It will be a 
great opportunity for new members to get acquainted and get 
questions answered and a fine time for the old hands to get to 
know our newest sailors. 
 I received an interesting survey from West Marine 
recently. After asking the usual questions about whether I 
owned a power or sail boat, how big it is, how long I’ve been 
boating and so forth, the survey gave me a multiple-choice, 
one-answer-only question: “What do you enjoy most about 
boating?” Was it time alone? Time with family and friends? 
Time with colleagues from work? Fishing? The opportunity 
to get away from it all and not be disturbed? The chance to 
participate in an exciting sport, testing my personal skill and 
limits? 
 How was I supposed to select just one answer? I 
enjoy every one of those things about my sailboat, except the 
fishing. 
 Some days I love the solitude. Some days I love the 
company. Some days I enjoy the thrill ride. Some days I en-
joy a slow, quiet cruise. 
 I recently celebrated my birthday. My wife, Betsey, 
asked what I wanted to do for my birthday dinner. The 
      Continued: 

Metro? Mahogany? The Coach House? No, I said. The Clear 
Bay Café. I want to sail across the lake and have dinner with 
a view of the water with my family, then sail back to the ma-
rina. It was far more rewarding than The Melting Pot. And in 
the process I enjoyed the solitude while Betsey and Raymond 
were in the V-berth below, the company on deck, the collegi-
ality when we bumped into the Galoobs and their dogs at the 
restaurant’s dock, also sailing over for dinner. 

We sailed back quietly while we watched the sunset, 
finishing what was likely the most enjoyable birthday I’ve 
celebrated since childhood. 

While sailing back to the marina, I though that – all of 
that – is what I enjoy about my sailboat, even though she’s 
old and slow and only marginally attractive.  It’s sailing sea-
son, fellow Thundersailors. Don’t forget to enjoy your boat. 

Raymond 
Glover  
 
And 
 
Delanie  
Beevers 
 

Kid’s Sailing Camps 
June Camp Update! 

We are pleased to report that the June camp is filled to 
capacity with 16 students.  In addition, we have a terrific 
group of volunteers scheduled during the week.  If anyone 
has a couple hours to help put the equipment away at 
noon Saturday, June 13 it would be appreciated.  Les can 
be reached at 823-2342. 
 

July Camp Update! 
Corbett reports there are still student openings available!  
He also requests volunteers to help during the week of 
July 6-11.  Please contact Corbett at 447-4974.  Additional 
help will be needed on Saturday, July 11 to help put 
equipment away. 

June and July Kid’s Sailing Camps 
June 8 thru 13 And  July 6 thru 11 

Former Students, Raymond and Delanie are volunteers this year! 
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See next page for some history and background! 
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What is the relationship between the TSC, LTEF and BoatHouse?  
 

Many TSC members (new and old) are not familiar with the relationship between the Thunderbird Sailing Club 
(TSC), Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (LTEF).  We thought it 
would be helpful to clarify each organization and the roll it plays in our mission to provide affordable boating and 
safety classes.   
 
1.  The TSC is an Oklahoma non-profit who’s mission is: “To promote water safety; to encourage the pursuit of sailing as a rec-
reational activity and as a competitive sport; to teach the rules of sailing; to engender a spirit of sportsmanship among its mem-
bers, their families and within the community; to promote the teaching of the methods, techniques and sciences of sailing to 
young people. To enter into such business transactions as are authorized by the Statutes of the State of Oklahoma governing 
charitable, benevolent, educational or scientific corporations."  The TSC’s Articles of Incorporation were filed on November 5, 
1969 and its first year in operation was in 1970.  The TSC is also the MANAGING PARTNER of the BoatHouse.  The TSC 
treasury has around $4,600 in its account.  Ted Streuli is the 2009 Commodore.  The TSC, as Managing Partner, will need to 
apply for the OK. Dept. of Tourism and Recreation concession extension for the BoatHouse site not later than September 1, 2011 
as the existing agreement ends on March 1, 2012. 
 
2.  The LTEF is an Oklahoma non-profit and is recognized by the IRS as a 501 ©(3) tax-exempt organization. It was formed by 
the leadership of the TSC in 1997, the result of two years of planning following the 25th TSC anniversary celebration in 1995 at 
which time many of the original TSC charter members said they wish they had developed a facility at the lake that they could 
call home.  Seizing the moment, the TSC leadership began discussions which eventually led to meetings with the Oklahoma De-
partment of Tourism and Recreation, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), Thunderbird State Park, and the Central Oklahoma 
Master Conservancy.  The LTEF was formed on April 1, 1997 with Walt Hedrick as President and on April 7, 1998 the LTEF 
received its 501©(3) Letter of Determination by the IRS. In 1997 and 1998 approval was given for the building site, a fenced 
boatyard was built, 5 TSC members received their U.S. Level One training certificates, the first class on the site was held, and 
several centerboard boats were donated to the LTEF.  In addition, building plans began to be worked on by Miles Associates 
AIA, the TSC and LTEF voted to name the facility the Lake Thunderbird Boathouse (Howard Haines idea), and the OEC in-
stalled an electrical service to the site thanks to help from Scott Brown.  The TSC membership matched a $500 challenge grant 
from the LTEF board and raised $1,000 for  the LTEF.  In 1999 the BoatHouse design was complete and blueprints were ap-
proved by the State and U.S. BOR.  Les Cummings had taken over as fundraising chair for the LTEF and the first major grant 
was awarded in June of 1999 for $40,000 from the Noble Foundation of Ardmore, Oklahoma.  Fundraising begins in earnest and 
another $25,000 grant is funded in 2000 by Sarkeys Foundation of Norman. The dock and boatramp had now been completed, 
and assets were in excess of $129,000.  We also received a second grant from the Noble Foundation of $25,000 and many addi-
tional individual and corporate financial gifts and gifts-in-kind….assets were now approximately $190,000 with no debt.  It was 
time to select a contractor and begin construction in the spring of 2001…over 110 volunteers worked for nearly nine months to 
complete the interior.  In early 2002, thanks to a generous gift from our good friend, Dave Shumake who was serving as our 
Board Attorney, we began the Dave Shumake Endowment that now exceeds some $20,000 and will continue to grow as the 
board resolution requires 10% of all unrestricted gifts to go to the Endowment.  Please spend a little time reading the names on 
the large plaques in the BoatHouse foyer  to appreciate the number of financial and gifts-in-kind donors, volunteers, and leader-
ship that made the BoatHouse possible.  On April 6, 2002, the BoatHouse was christened on a cold, rainy, but wonderful day 
with over 125 people in attendance!  Since that time we have provided the Norman and Lake Thunderbird community with over 
2,000 volunteer hours each year along with hundreds of new sailors and boaters that understand the boating and safety laws of 
Oklahoma.  The audit for 2007 listed over $210,000 in assets with no liabilities. This speaks volumes for the support of our Boat-
House partners and the leadership that the TSC provides on a day-to-day basis.  The LTEF has raised an average of $1,000 per 
month since the construction phase of the Boat-House was completed, this does not include any funds from classes which goes to 
the BoatHouse account.  The LTEF raises funds for special capital needs and helps fund the LTEF Dave Shumake Endowment 
Fund.  Proceeds from the sale of boats go to the LTEF as well.  The LTEF’s cash position, including short-term securities, is ap-
proximately $14,000 plus the $24K endowment. LTEF officers are Roger Elliott, Board President, Dr. Frank Lawler, VP, Connie 
Divine, Treasurer, and Dr. Chad Cox, Secretary, the remaining board members are Glede Holman, Marilyn Friend, Steve John-
son, Janie Davis, Phil Dame, Ted Streuli, and Les Cummings, Fundraising Chair. 
 
3.  The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse is the operations function or third leg of the TSC, LTEF, BoatHouse three-legged stool.    
We ask all our partners to have at least one representative serve on the BoatHouse Management Committee, which is a loosely 
formed management group made up of those interested in the BoatHouse and its programs. The BH Management Committee 
manages the planning, schedule, budget, classes, income and expenses.  The Budget for 2009 is approximately $18,000 and the 
BoatHouse has liquidity of approximately $12,000 in cash and securities.   Diane Moershel is the Treasurer for the BoatHouse. 
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June   July 
 
Ted Streuli    6/1 Doris Shoemaker   07/03 
Gus Shaver 6/9 Steve Bradford   07/05 
Karen Thurston 6/14 Mike Galoob   07/07 
JB Messer 6/14 Les Cummings   07/17 
Laquita Aaron 6/19 Chad Cox   07/20 
Jim Shinn 6/19 Glede Holman   07/27 
Fredrica Cottrell 6/22 
Cheryl Shaw 6/28 
Chris Luppens 6/30 
 
 
If corrections/additions, please contact Les Cum-
mings at les-cummings@omrf.org and he will update 
the membership records appropriately.  We notice 
that we are missing a large number of birthdays, see 
more on this page, if you’d like your b’day to be rec-
ognized, please send Les the information.   And NO, 
we do not need the year! 

 

Acting Treasurer: Doris Shoemaker 

  
Happy Birthdays for June/July 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 
 
Doris and Ed ask that blood donations be made for 
their grandson Parker James Young.  You may give 
through the Oklahoma Blood Institute.  Parker is 
their beautiful 2 1/2 year old grandson who has been 
diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
(ALL).  Doris said they estimate that the treatment 
will last about three years.  Your blood donations 
will be greatly appreciated as will  your prayers. 
 
As David Craigie, our regular Treasurer has headed up 
north once again for the summer, Doris has offered to 
fill in as our TSC Treasurer.  If you have TSC expenses 
that need to be reimbursed, please send the receipts to: 
 
Doris Shoemaker 
2331 Rockwood Lane 
Norman, OK 73071 
 

Or email a copy of the receipt to:  ddewsail@aol.com 
 
Thank you Doris for once again handling the TSC fi-
nances for our good friend and Trailer Sailor Extraordi-
naire. We will keep Parker and your family in our 
prayers.   The TSC Executive Board 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

TSC Members 
We need birthdays for the following: 

I am attempting to garner the birthdays for 
the members listed above.   
 

Please send the birthday MO/DAY to: 
 

Les-cummings@omrf.org 

Felix Aquino 
Jesse Baggett 
Jim Baum 
Richard Beevers 
Corbett Brown 
Bill Burrows 
James Casey 
Tim  Chorley 
Wendell Crittenden 
Phil Dame 
Don Davis 
Horton Deakins 
Butch Enterline 
Bill Etchieson 
Orville Fisher 
Robert  Frantz 
Rob Garibay 
Hank Grant 
Vernon  Green 
Jon Haynes 
Rod Horton 
Dave Jewett 
Frank Lawler 
George LeVan 
Jerry Lojka 
Rick Mallinson 
Tim Mather  
Phil Moershel 
Liane Ozmun 
Te Woei Poon 
Pam  Roach 
   
Simon Boyd 
John Souders 
Dennis Stone 
   
Sam  Tiffany 
Justin Tuck 
Daniel  Walker 
James Waller 
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Vice Commodore:  Sam Tiffany 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 
THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE HOSTS 7TH ANNUAL 

CAST FOR KIDS FISHING DERBY 

 

Fleet Captain:  Karen Thurston 

Kid’s Sailing Camp HELP NEEDED! 
The 2nd Camp is July 6-11.  Corbett Brown, in-
structor for the 2nd camp needs help.  Please con-
tact Corbett at cb8917@att.com  or 447-4974 to 
volunteer! The June Camp is filled to capacity but 
there are still openings available for the  July Kids 
Sailing Camp.  Please come out and lend a hand. 
 
Extra help is always needed around noon on the 
final day of the classes, June 13 and July 11! 

We have had some fun races to start off the Commo-
dore’s Cup racing this year.  We are doing staggered 
starts based on each boat’s rating so everyone finishes 
closer together.  This allows us to congregate for re-
freshments afterwards.  If you would like to come out 
and race, please do so.  The more the merrier!  If you do 
not have a boat but would like to crew, give me a call 
(401-8454).  Happy Sailing (whatever speed you go!), 

Below is TSC future Commodore,  
Raymond Streuli and Crew!  A cool dude! 

WELCOME ABOARD!! 
 

At this month’s meeting we will officially recognize and wel-
come our new members. (If you joined the sailing club in the 
last year or so, this means you).  

Roger Elliot, president of the Lake Thunderbird Educational 
Foundation and long-time TSC member and former Commo-
dore will be here to give a short talk about the history of the 
club and to answer questions you have about TSC, LTEF, the 
Boathouse, etc.  

We’ll also present opportunities for new members (and old 
ones, too) to get involved in the racing program, sailing 
classes like the Kid’s Camps, Adult Small Boat Classes, 
Adult Keelboat Classes, and the terrific OU NROTC sailing 
class, as well as community events like the annual CAST for 
Kids Fishing Derby for kids with disabilities or the upcoming 
Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association’s “Day at the 
Lake” program scheduled for August 29. 

May 23, 2009 
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The 2009 Race Judicata Regatta 
Enjoy the photos! 

We thank everyone who helped make this such a terrific event! 

 



Page    7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARTNERS! 
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Spring Keelboat Class! 
At the BoatHouse:  Starts June 12, 2009 

 
TO ENROLL or FOR INFO! 

 
CONTACT RICK SHAW AT: 

 
shaw9939@sbcglobal.net 

Or call 405-306-8597!  
 

We are planning another Basic Keelboat class June 
12th & 19th.  The cost is $250 with a $50 discount 
for TSC members.  This includes a one year US 
Sailing membership.  Course includes two Friday 
evening classes and at least two 4 hour on the wa-
ter sessions.  
 
Anyone interested should contact Rick Shaw at 
shaw9939@sbcglobal.net 

 
SEASCOUT NEWS 

FROM 
 

SKIPPER, RICK SHAW 

1972 CATALINA 22 FOR SALE  
CONTACT RICK SHAW 306-8597 

SPRING BOAT CLEANING! 
Services offered by Appointment Only! 

Sea Scout Ship #5790 
Call Rick at 306-8597  

 

Captains Roger and Les would like to arrange a TSC Okla-
homa River Ferryboat ride this year.  The Devon boats are 
65’ long 14’ wide and powered by two 200hp John Deere 
diesel engines.  The boats have comfortable seating and are 
heated and air-conditioned with ample room inside and out-
side as well.  They can handle 40-45 passengers, and if we 
can get 35 to sign up we will have the boat to ourselves! 
 
The boats leave from Regatta Park or Meridian Landing and 
the round trips cover about 14 miles with the transit of two 
locks upstream and two going downstream.  The roundtrip 
takes 2 hours and 45 minutes. 
 
Cost is $12 for round trip ($11 for seniors on the weekends)  
There are sodas and snacks available for sale and beer is to be 
available later this spring. 
 
We were thinking about scheduling a River Cruise 
in lieu of one of the Monthly Meetings this year if 
we get enough interest.  Please let your TSC board 
members know if you would be interested and if 
so, we will pick a date/time for the trip and a TSC 
member to be our Captain. 

LET’S TAKE A FERRY BOAT RIDE 
ON THE OKLAHOMA RIVER! 
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Preliminary TSC/BoatHouse Schedule (Subject to Change) 

2009 
 

DAY DATE TIME EVENT 
Wed 03-Jun  Commodore's Cup Race 
Sat 06-Jun 9a-5p NASBLA Safety Course (Coast Guard) 
Sat 06-Jun  TSC Full Moon Raft-up 
Mon-Sat 6/8-6/13  Sailing Smart Camp I —LES CUMMINGS 
Wed 10-Jun evening OMRF dinner and sail 
Wed 17-Jun  Commodore's Cup Race 
Sat 20-Jun 6:00p TSC meeting 
Mon-Sat 6/22-6/27  Adult Small Boat Sailing class 
Wed 01-Jul  Commodore's Cup Race 
Mon-Sat 7/6-7/11  Sailing Smart Camp II—CORBETT BROWN 
Wed 15-Jul  Commodore's Cup Race 
Sat 18-Jul 6:00p TSC meeting 
Sat 25-Jul all day TSC Fun Regatta/CSSA Jr. #3 Circuit Stop 
Sat 01-Aug  Possible fun race 
Wed 05-Aug  Commodore's Cup Race 
       
Sat 15-Aug 6:00p TSC meeting 
Mon-Sat 8/17-8/22  NROTC sailing class—needs volunteers 
Wed 19-Aug  Commodore's Cup Race 

Sat 29-Aug all day 
Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Assoc. 
day at the lake 

Mon 07-Sep  Labor Day gathering & McDonald's Cup 
Fri 18-Sep 6:00p Basic Keelboat Part I:  classroom 
Sat-Sun 9/19-9/20 all day Basic Keelboat Part I:  on-the-water 
Sat 19-Sep 6:00p TSC meeting--Pirate Day 
Fri 25-Sep 6:00p Basic Keelboat Part II:  classroom 
Sat-Sun 9/26-9/27 all day Basic Keelboat Part II:  on-the-water 
Sat 26-Sep  CAST for Kids 
Sun 04-Oct all day Layton Memorial Regatta 
Sat 17-Oct 6:00p TSC meeting 
Sun 01-Nov all day Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 
Sat 17-Nov 6:00p TSC meeting 

Sat 
                          
12/12 6:00p TSC Holiday Party/Awards Ceremony 
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 Phone numbers you should know. 
◊ Little River Marina:  Bob Davis 
   office  364-8335     (c) 823-5077 
◊ BH Management                447-4974 
◊ Lake Patrol                       425-2143 
◊ Cleveland Co. Sheriff       321-8600 
◊ TBird Park office              364-7634 
◊ TBird Park Ranger                360-3572 
 

 Between the ages of 14-21?   
Join the Sea Scouts! 

Do you like to sail, but don’t have a boat or 
a crew? 
 
Join the Sea Scouts! 
 
Is the only thing that you do on Saturday is 
cut the grass or watch TV? 
 
Join the Sea Scouts! 
 
Do you know any teenagers that would like 
to have fun learning to sail? 
 
Bring them to the Sea Scouts! 
 
The Sea Scout Ship has a fine fleet of small sail-
boats as well as larger keelboats.  Instructors have 
U.S. Sailing Credentials. 
 
◊ Saturdays from 10am-2pm at the beautiful 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at Thunderbird 
State Park. 

 
◊ For more info contact Skipper Rick Shaw 306-

8597 by phone or email 
Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net 

 

◊ For all young men and women of good charac-
ter between the ages of 14 and 21. 

◊ The recent membership drive has been very 
successful, the Sea Scout Ship now has many  
new members and a crew of  over 20 including 
adults! 

◊ Learn to Scuba Dive 

◊ Participate in community activities 

◊ Have lots of fun on the water 

◊ Learn important boating safety rules and regu-
lations 
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A belated: 

 
 

Happy Mother’s Day to all our  
 

TSC MOMs 
 

And  
 
 

Happy Father’s Day to all our 
 
 

TSC DADs 
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  Next Meeting:   
Saturday, June 20 

6 PM Dinner (Bring your favorite Dish) 
Program:   The ‘Relationship” or 
“How the TSC/LTEF/BoatHouse 

are related.” 
 

  

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

2009 Executive Committee 
Commodore:           Ted Streuli  605-8073 (h) 
                                ted@tedstreuli.com  589-0981 (m) 
Vice-Comm:           Sam Tiffany                 793-1398 (h) 
  stiffany@powercosts.com 822-3280 (m) 
Rear-Comm:           Altus Boren                      802-8869 (m) 
                                altusboren@yahoo.com  
Secretary: Elsbeth Dowd  579-0424 (h) 
  efield@ou.edu   609-540-2425 (m) 
Treasurer:                David Craigie                        741-2555 (h) 
                                incipient@msn.com  613-7774 (m) 
Fleet Captain Karen Thurston     
  karen_thurston@cox.net 401-8454 (m) 
Past-Comm: Phil Moershel  364-6304 (h) 
  pmoershel@sbcglobal.net  208-1532 (m) 
M'sheet Ed:             Les Cummings  823-2342 (m) 
  les-cummings@omrf.org 271-7188 (w) 

Your 2009 officers!  From left,  Sam Tiffany, Vice-Commodore, 
Elsbeth Dowd, Secretary, Karen Thurston, Fleet Captain, Ted 
Streuli, Commodore, David Craigie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, Past-
Commodore and Altus Boren, Rear Commodore not shown. 

 


