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Wasn’t the Hiram terrific this year? It was a beautiful
day with perfect weather and just-right wind making for
a long-distance race that truly went the distance. Be sure
to say a word of thanks to all who organized and officiated. The chili was pretty terrific too. Thanks to our
cooks, sailors and race officials.
Dues are due, so please don’t forget to give your check
to treasurer Dave Craigie. Mail it in or pay with PayPal
or a credit card on the club Web site; jus click
“Membership” on the navigation bar.
The annual Holiday Party comes up on the second Saturday of December in place of our regular meeting.
Bring a dish, a friend and good cheer as we install new
board members.
Three weeks later it will be time for our New Year’s
Day cruise. Plan to come out for a sail, a meal and possibly a little football on the BoatHouse television New
Year’s Day. Last year we had wonderful weather; let’s
hope for a repeat.
Have you been following the adventures of Jessica Watson? Jessica set out from her Australian home in October in an effort to become the youngest sailor to circumnavigate the globe single-handed and unassisted. She’s
sailing a bright pink-hulled S and S 34, the same boat
Jon Sanders, David Dicks and Jesse Martin used for
their history making solo circumnavigations. As of November 18, Jessica had made it out of Sydney, past New
Zealand and past Fiji and Samoa, the equator and
Christmas Island looming near. She was expecting to
cross the equator Nov. 19, then head south toward Chile
and Cape Horn. The 16-year-old’s Web site is reportedly getting about 500,000 hits per day: jessicawatson.com.
Something about that adventure intrigues me; in the
way all solo circumnavigations hold an appeal in the
spirit of Joshua Slocum, of course, but I also find myself rooting for the young girl who is barely old enough
to drive. Many of you have met my daughter, Kaitlin,
who turned 19 on November 16. I can’t imagine her
undertaking such a harrowing adventure and wonder if I
would allow – much less encourage – her to do so.

“DOUBLE” YOUR DONATION WITH A
YEAR-END MATCHING LTEF PLEDGE!
As we near the end of the year I’m sure you are thinking
about your year-end tax-deductible donations.
The LTEF is the recipient of a wonderful $1,000 matching
gift donation pledge from an anonymous donor! The only
stipulation is that it’s good until year end and will match up
to a total of $1,000. This means that if we can raise $1,000
by year-end we will actually raise $2,000 thanks to the terrific matching gift! The IRS Non-Profit ID for the LTEF is 731522799.
The BoatHouse is in need of some TLC as are many of our
boats used for the sailing classes throughout the year. The
LTEF provides funds for major projects such as the recent
remodel in the BoatHouse Library where we now have beautiful cabinets on both the north and south walls. And remember, the LTEF raised the funds to build the Boathouse and has
obtained most of the boats for us through purchase and gifts.
There’s also some discussion regarding the possibility of
obtaining a couple Access Dinghies designed for sailors with
physical handicaps. Maybe a partnership with GODSA is in
the offing?
The address for your donations is: LTEF, PO Box 1756,
Norman, OK 73070-1756. Please include a note “for matching gift” with your check.

THE ‘RESUSCITATION’ AT THE 2009 HIRAM DOUGLAS
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Vice Commodore: Sam Tiffany

Fleet Captain: Karen Thurston

Two meetings left and then we're into a new decade! At
this months meeting on November 21, we'll elect our
board for 2010, so be sure to be there to cast your vote.
Since that will be the Saturday before Thanksgiving, I
suggest that everyone practice up on their holiday
dishes. I love those sweet potatoes with marshmallows
and green bean casseroles.

FLYING CIRCUS WINS FIRST PLACE AT
WURSTFEST REGATTA!

Our annual Christmas party will be on December 12
(the second Saturday) and will include great food,
awards and installation of our new board. Be there!
We'll be having our fall clean-up day on December 5
and we will decorate the boathouse for the Christmas party at the same time. We'll need help cleaning, organizing, and decorating, so please come on
out. It all starts at 10:00 am.
Ed note: Come to the meeting and check out the new dock!

REMEMBER WHEN?
M’Sheet Editor, George LeVan
Giving thumb’s-up as he turned over the reigns of
the TSC Mainsheet to Les Cummings in Nov. ‘05.
Smiling George was sitting at Les’s desk at the
Oklahoma Allegy Clinic where OMRF had its administrative offices back in 2005.

TSC Annual Dues!
$50 full, $25 Associate and $15 Student. For
more information go to:
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org

The crew of the Flying Circus (Corsair F28R trimaran)
headed south of Austin, TX for the annual Wurstfest Regatta
this past weekend. It is a large regional regatta with multiple
race courses and multiple fleets. Bill Etchieson, Vernon
Green, and Karen Thurston represented TSC well and drew
the attention of the other teams when they took two bullets
the first day and were standing in first place. This made for
interesting dinner conversations with the other teams! In fact,
the camaraderie between our team and the other multi-hull
sailors has grown and become part of the reason we travel
and race.
Being a part of one of the “funnest” fleets has made the long
hauls to places like Houston and Austin worth the time, effort, and cost as well as given us the opportunity to compete
against very talented racers. Our racing ability has grown as
a product of good competition and a continued drive to improve. There is always a new product or new set of sails that
would make us faster, but sometimes, in the end, it is about
teamwork, determination, and passion that cause our boat to
cross that finish line first.
I want to thank Bill and Vernon for not giving up in the driving rain, for believing that a little Sooner Magic can happen
south of the border, and for being a part of one more happy
memory on the water.
Karen Thurston
Fleet Captain

Photos below provided by Karen
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A note from Becky Smith
Lee Smith’s Mom

Treasurer: David Craigie
Greetings Sailors,
I raced in the Hiram Douglas and it was a race to die for. I
can’t think of a race that we had better conditions. I know
that we put thirty miles under the keel of Incipient and that
was in a little over four hours. Do the math and that is a
pretty good average speed. No dull moments on this one.
Thanks to Karen for organizing such a wonderful event and
as she said, it takes an army of volunteers to make it work. If
you are new to the club and are wondering how to help in a
way that takes no experience, try coming out for something
like this. You won’t be disappointed. Thanks again
Karen!!!!
Renewal notices are in your mail box
Renewal notices have been sent out and the response is good.
Thanks to everyone who has taken the time to return their
renewal, or who have gone on line to renew electronically.
If you have not received your renewal notice, please get in
touch with me asap.
If you would like to renew on line, just go to our club web
site WWW.thunderbirdsailingclub.org click on the membership link and fill in the necessary information. NOTE: If
there are no changes in your information, then you only need
to fill in your first and last name and e-mail address.
Lost Potential Student Member
At the last regular meeting I was introduced to a student that
desired to become a member. So much in fact that he gave
me his $15 student fee and I told him to go on line and fill out
a membership form. To date I have never heard from him
and I have not the faintest idea of his name or how to contact
him. If you know of this person, please have him get in touch
with me.
Fair Winds to an Extraordinary Mainsheet Editor
As we bid goodbye to our current Mainsheet editor, perhaps
those of you who have the pleasure of reading this monthly
message have an appreciation of him. I however have had
the pleasure of working with Les for the last several years and
I will truly miss him. A more patient, more persistent, more
dedicated editor there will never be. He is truly a man of his
word, and not a bad sailor too.
But time for change does come and I welcome Vernon with
open arms and will do everything I can to make Vernon’s job
easier. He is filling some big shoes, but the new ideas that he
will bring to the Mainsheet will make it a better publication.
Balance in the bank.
The current balance in our TSC checking account is
$5022.12. Included is an amount of $390.90 that we are
holding in trust for the Junior Sailing Club. I have less then
$100 of accounts payable. Thank you all for all that you do
to support the TSC.

As many of you may remember Lee and his sister, Laura
were very active members of the Sea Scouts and Lee was
the first recipient of an LTEF David Shumake Scholarship award. Following is a note from his mom Becky who
along with her husband, Hal, were good volunteers for the
BoatHouse.
Becky’s note follows:
===========================================
“How nice to hear from you Les. Lee is now in his third
year of engineering and so far he is doing well. He was in
summer school at North Texas this past summer and
moved into his first apartment with a friend, a soon to be
air force pilot. They are a great pair. He is really happy.
One of the funniest things he does is, he's the official designated driver for his friends that drink, so needless to say
he has funny stories and is pretty convinced drinking will
never be something he wants to do. Yeah for me and my
worries. He still misses sailing, and everyone at the Boat
House.
Laura is in her first year at Kansas State University and
really likes it and all of her classes but she still pretty
homesick, it takes her 5 hours to get home so we have only
seen her twice. She's studying Geography and wants to do
GIS mapping.
They both still call everyday and Hal and I are having fun
and freedom and sometimes have to pretend we really
miss them, although most days we do.
I will happily pass on your hello to Lee, he will be so glad
to know you think of him, I hope you know how much he
enjoyed the time he spent with all of you. I know from our
talks he still misses you.
Sincerely,
Becky”

Happy Birthdays for Nov/Dec
November
Amanda Wells
Pam Landry
Ralph Gragg
Sandra Messer
John Potts

11/01
11/03
11/07
11/15
11/25

December
Altus Boren
Loraine Frank
Bobby Smith
Phil Trotter
Charles Schindler
Linda Vrenick

12/03
12/03
12/12
12/12
12/27
12/31

Happy Birthday to the TSC members above.
If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you
did not share that information with your Treasurer/
Membership Secretary. If you want to share your special day,
please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone 741 2555.
Thanks, David
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The Thunderbird BoatHouse has a terrific new dock!
As we reported last month, the BOR has replaced the Thunderbird BoatHouse Dock with a new state-of-the-art docking system built and installed by Atlantic-Meeco, one of the best known dock manufacturers in the U.S. The gangway/walkway is 164 feet out from the shore (approximately where the previous outside dock was) where they are
attached to a 8’ by 20’ floating dock. The floating dock also has a 20’ X 8’ dock/wing on each side giving us a total
of 48’ of linear docking space on the outside and 20’ of linear docking inside of each wing. Only the highest quality
materials have been used throughout the construction of the new dock system, including encapsulated foam, galvanized metal throughout, and TREX type engineered decking that will last for many-many years with no maintenance.
The galvanized pencils are engineered to extend/retract as the lake rises and falls as they are designed to be a pencil
within a pencil so they can slide up/down with the lake height. No more docks hanging on the bent pencils!
The old dock was removed the week of November 2nd and I had the opportunity to see it as it was moved to the Hog
Creek parking lot to be picked up by the two purchasers. I must say that I was shocked at the condition the dock was
in but considering that some of it had been in the lake for nearly 10 years, we are fortunate that its held together this
long. I can just assure you that the timing of all this could not have been better. The purchasers picked up the old
parts to the dock during the week of November 9 and all the materials have been removed, thank heaven. We got a
few hundred dollars for the dock, but at least we didn’t have to pay someone to take it. We thank Atlantic-Meeco for
loading all the materials for the purchasers at no cost.
We express our appreciation to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation who has been working on this project for over several years. Including our BOR contact, Jeff Tompkins, along with James Allard and Matt Warren for their support
not only with the dock project but for his continued support of the CAST for Kids Fishing Derby over the past seven
years. We also extend our thanks to the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation and specifically Susan
Hendon, Manager of Thunderbird State Park and all her staff. Without everyone’s support this terrific upgrade
would not have been possible.
The following photos were taking as the dock was being installed!
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Preliminary TSC/BoatHouse Schedule
2009
DAY
Sat

DATE
Nov-21

TIME
6PM

EVENT
TSC meeting, election of officers

Sat

Dec-5

10AM

Clean-up day for the BoatHouse/Boatyard

Sat

Dec-12

6PM

TSC Holiday Party/Awards Ceremony

TSC Mainsheet Editor Retires
Les Cummings hands over Mainsheet reigns to Vernon Green!
I remember like yesterday when our previous Mainsheet Editor, George LeVan, stopped by my office with a big smile
on his face as he handed over a flash drive containing the Mainsheet format and layout along with some graphics etc. that he had
used for several years as the publisher of the Mainsheet. George had done an excellent job and I must admit that I was apprehensive as I took over the publishing duties. I appreciated his bringing me up to speed using MS Publisher which I had on my system but just hadn’t used very much. I had been editor of the Edmond Elks Monthly Bulletin, “The Bugler” which had received
State and National recognition back in the ‘80s, so I wasn’t a complete novice.
It wasn’t long though before I was feeling comfortable with the new duties and thanks to our TSC and LTEF officers we
usually had sufficient copy to go to press. I must admit that the Mainsheet also provided me the opportunity to keep everyone
apprised of the BoatHouse and LTEF news as well as the TSC as I took the liberty to write many articles concerning same each
of these entities. Of course, we are so tightly integrated that its hard at times differentiating one group from the other.
I hope our new officers and members alike will support Vernon and his new challenge by providing photos and articles
to him. Vernon wants to start out with a perfectly clean slate and with no preconceived ideas. I commend him for that and for
taking on these additional duties as well as Fleet Captain.
We are very fortunate that nearly all our members have access to the Internet and email. However, there are 6
freinds that I have had to mail to each month over the past several years. I plead with each of you that still ask for
printed copy to accept the Mainsheet in electronic format. I’ve had to use up a lot of color ink, paper, labels, postage and
more importantly, my time, over the years knowing that most of those I was snail-mailing to also had access to the Internet and email. I’m not so sure Vernon will be or should be as accommodating.
It’s been a nice run, thanks for everyone’s support and who knows, maybe Vernon will print an article from me now and
then :+) Les
A NOTE FROM THE NEW MAINSHEET EDITOR! VERNON GREEN
Hello Everyone,
Most of you already know me but my name is Vernon Green and not only will I be fleet captain during this coming year, I will also be taking over as the editor of the Mainsheet. I would like to thank Les for giving me a chance to do
this because it is something that I am quite excited about.
The first few months will probably be pretty similar to what Les has been producing but I think I will slowly
make a few changes to the mainsheet, both in format and content. I would like to see input from club members other than
the board members, so I will be working on figuring out some way to get more involvement from everyone.
My first month of editing the mainsheet will be the December edition, I will speak to all the regular contributors
about when I would like to have your articles for the mainsheet. At the moment I am thinking the 5th of each month
would be a nice target so I can get it formatted and ready to go by the 8-9th. Any format will work but Microsoft Word is
preferred. To save some confusion for me I would like to us the email address santana616tdg@gmail.com for anything
related to the mainsheet.
I am really excited about taking over the Mainsheet and being Fleet Captain this coming year, I just hope I can
accomplish it as well as those before me have.
Thanks, Vernon Green
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2009
Hiram Douglas Regatta Results
Spinnaker
1st Rick Mallinson
2nd Britt Williams
3rd Vernon Green

Adj. Time
246.08
246.92
254.82

Non-Spinnaker
1st
Dan Camp
2nd Paul Reynolds
3rd David Craigie

Adj. Time
259.35
276.34
282.29

Congratulations to the winners and to all 13 skippers and crew that participated. The day was magnificent and the winds could not have been better for the annual Hiram Douglas Regatta. Our Regatta
Chair, Karen Thurston did a terrific job recruiting or maybe enlisting the RC crew, safetyboat crew, food
prep crew, and registration crew and made sure everything was shipshape for this annual long-distance
race.
Many kudos to Steve Elliott from Windycrest who did a yeoman’s job setting an excellent course
for both the spinnaker and non-spinnaker boats. We really appreciate Steve driving all the way to T-bird to
be our Principal Race Officer.
We thank Sheryl Tiffany, Roger Elliott, Joyce Craigie, Ed and Doris Shoemaker and crew for serving a delicious meal and appreciate all those who brought side dishes, desserts, and of course those who entered the annual Chili Cook Off contest. As of this date, we do not have the results of the Chili Cook Off.
Maybe the judges took the chili home to continue the tasting?
Finally we thank all those who worked so hard to set up the facility, boats, buoys and for cleaning
up the BoatHouse after the event! The Thunderbird Sailing Club put on an excellent sailing regatta,

once more!

Who has the keys????
Someone has picked up the keys that always hang in the utility closet in the BoatHouse. The keys are on a small piece of line and include the keys for the paper towel
dispensers, toilet paper dispensers, along with the square water faucet key.
This means that we cannot refill the paper dispensers in the BoatHouse nor can we
turn on the outside water faucets now.

COME OUT ON SAT. DECEMBER 5 TO HELP CLEAN UP THE
BOATHOUSE AND BOATYARD FOR THE YEAR!!!! 10AM!
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VERNON GREEN

JERRY LOJKA

TERESA
GALOOB

BRETT
WILLIAMS

KAREN THURSTON
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RICK MALLINSON

PAUL REYNOLDS

DAN CAMP
WALT HEDRICK

PHIL MOERSHEL

DAVID CRAIGIE

ORVILLE
FISHER

TED STREULI
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Between the ages of 14-21?

Join the Sea Scouts!
Do you like to sail, but don’t have a boat or
a crew?

Join the Sea Scouts!
Is the only thing that you do on Saturday is
cut the grass or watch TV?

Join the Sea Scouts!
Do you know any teenagers that would like
to have fun learning to sail?
Bring them to the Sea Scouts!
The Sea Scout Ship has a fine fleet of small sailboats as well as larger keelboats. Instructors have
U.S. Sailing Credentials.
◊

Saturdays from 10am-2pm at the beautiful
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at Thunderbird
State Park.

◊

For more info contact Skipper Rick Shaw 3068597 by phone or email
Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net

◊

For all young men and women of good character between the ages of 14 and 21.

◊

The recent membership drive has been very
successful, the Sea Scout Ship now has many
new members and a crew of over 20 including
adults!

◊

Learn to Scuba Dive

◊

Participate in community activities

◊

Have lots of fun on the water

◊

Learn important boating safety rules and regulations

Remember When?
January 2004 U.S. Sailing Symposium, Oakland, Ca.

Howard Haines receives the “Marty” Award
The “Marty” is the highest honor for Community Sailing:
From left: Les Cummings, Dawn Riley and Howard Haines

Phone numbers you should know.
◊

Little River Marina: Bob Davis
office 364-8335 (c) 823-5077
◊ BH Management
447-4974
◊ Lake Patrol
425-2323 Troop A
◊ Cleveland Co. Sheriff
321-8600
◊ TBird Park office
364-7634
◊ TBird Park Ranger
364-7634
Park office hours 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-1500 wkend
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Next TSC Meeting:
Sat. November 21
6PM
Election of Officers
Refreshments provided by the club…
Please bring your friends
and a covered dish to share!

2009 Executive Committee
Commodore:
Vice-Comm:
Rear-Comm:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

COME OUT AND CHECK OUT THE NEW DOCK!
Fleet Captain

Ted Streuli
ted@tedstreuli.com
Sam Tiffany
stiffany@powercosts.com
Altus Boren
altusboren@yahoo.com
Elsbeth Dowd
efield@ou.edu
David Craigie
incipient@msn.com
Karen Thurston
karen_thurston@cox.net

605-8073 (h)
589-0981 (m)
793-1398 (h)
822-3280 (m)
802-8869 (m)
579-0424 (h)
609-540-2425 (m)
741-2555 (h)
613-7774 (m)
401-8454 (m)

Past-Comm:

Phil Moershel
364-6304 (h)
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 208-1532 (m)

M'sheet Ed:

Les Cummings
les-cummings@omrf.org

823-2342 (m)
271-7188 (w)

Your 2009 officers! From left, Sam Tiffany, Vice-Commodore,
Elsbeth Dowd, Secretary, Karen Thurston, Fleet Captain, Ted
Streuli, Commodore, David Craigie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, PastCommodore and Altus Boren, Rear Commodore not shown.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

