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Commodore’s Message: Ted Streuli 

As we near the end of the year I’m sure you are thinking 
about your year-end tax-deductible donations.   
 
The LTEF is the recipient of a wonderful $1,000 matching 
gift donation pledge from an anonymous donor!  The only 
stipulation is that it’s good until year end and will match up 
to a total of $1,000.  This means that if we can raise $1,000 
by year-end we will actually raise $2,000 thanks to the terri-
fic matching gift!  The IRS Non-Profit ID for the LTEF is 73-
1522799.   
 
The BoatHouse is in need of some TLC as are many of our 
boats used for the sailing classes throughout the year.  The 
LTEF provides funds for major projects such as the recent 
remodel in the BoatHouse Library where we now have beau-
tiful cabinets on both the north and south walls.  And remem-
ber, the LTEF raised the funds to build the Boathouse and has 
obtained most of the boats for us through purchase and gifts. 
 
There’s also some discussion regarding the possibility of 
obtaining a couple Access Dinghies designed for sailors with 
physical handicaps.  Maybe a partnership with GODSA is in 
the offing?  Photo of Access Dinghies below. 
 
The address for your donations is:  LTEF, PO Box 1756, 
Norman, OK 73070-1756.  Please include a note “for match-
ing gift” with your check. 

“DOUBLE” YOUR DONATION WITH A 
 

 YEAR-END MATCHING LTEF PLEDGE! 

Thundersailors, 
Those who came out for the Jerry Layton Memorial Re-

gatta were treated to a fine five-race round-robin regatta. 
With the wind at 7-15 knots, conditions were excellent once 
the morning rains passed. Special thanks to Captain Les for 
producing another fine event. Congratulations to Past Com-
modore Mary Ann Secrist on the win and one more humble 
round of apologies from me to Janie Davis for creating a 
mess of a start in race number five. 

September was a month of fine events, too, with the 
CAST for Kids fishing derby and the Island Party. I was dis-
appointed to miss both this year, but the tradeoff was worth it 
as First Mate Betsey, Little Skipper Raymond and I wel-
comed a new crew member, Ryland Walker, who came 
aboard Sept. 18 weighing eight pounds, six ounces. I’m pretty 
sure that when the doctor held him up that first sound was a 
muffled “Ahoy!” We’ll have him out on Seascape soon 
thanks to big brother’s hand-me-down infant PFD. 

Please join me in welcoming several new members to our 
fine little club. Drew and Carole Houghton, who sailed in the 
Race Judicata in May, got bit by the bug and came aboard 
Oct. 6. James Anderson, who sails a Kirie Feeling 720, joined 
the club Sept. 24.  See Page 9! 

Perhaps you noticed that Rick Eager has his Catalina 30 
up for sale on our Web site; a fine specimen for someone 
ready to upgrade. 

Because Captain Les never tires, his work on CAST led 
in part to the Bureau of Reclamation offering us a new, state-
of-the-art dock for the BoatHouse. That means our existing 
dock is on the market; Les says he’ll consider all offers until 
early November when the BOR will load it onto the buyer’s 
truck. 

Our final race of the season, the CSSA sanctioned Hiram 
Douglas Regatta, is set for Nov. 1. It’s our only long-distance 
race of the year and always a lot of fun, followed by the an-
nual chili cook-off, wherein yours truly intends to reclaim his 
culinary crown. 

A very generous, anonymous soul has offered a $1,000 
matching grant for LTEF. If you can give a little right now, 
LTEF will get double the benefit. 

Finally, board elections will be held at the November 
club meeting. If you are interested in serving on the board, 
please drop me an e-mail at ted@thunderbirdsailingclub.org. 
New members, don’t be bashful! 

 

Fair winds,   Ted 
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Vice Commodore:  Sam Tiffany 
 

Fleet Captain:  Karen Thurston 

Hi All! 
 

 Thanks to everyone who helped say goodbye to 
summer at last month’s Island Day party.  A good time 
was had by all – lots of food and fun (coconut bowling 
was a big hit!) Congratulations to Mike Galoob for win-
ning the best island costume contest.  See photo below! 
 

 At this month’s meeting we’ll be bringing back 
Kerry Knowles ‘ ever popular sailing trivia game. Each 
of us needs to bring a sailing trivia question to the meet-
ing. It will make the game more fun and we can add 
them to Kerry’s collection.  6PM, 10/17, at the BH! 

Ed. Note:  Congrats to Sam and Sheryl Tiffany for put-
ting the Island Party together ! 

I understand the Layton Regatta went well.  Sorry I 
couldn’t make it this year as I was sailing at the Indian 
Summer Regatta at Lake Hefner where we represented 
the TSC along with Vernon Green and his crew.  Con-
gratulations to all those who participated in the 18th 
Annual Jerry Layton Regatta.  The Layton is great be-
cause it offers a chance for complete novices to learn to 
crew in a sailboat race.  In addition, they get to crew for 
5 different skippers, each with different ideas and strate-
gies.  It’s a wonderful learning experience.  I congratu-
late Mary Anne Secrist for winning this year and having 
her name listed along with Marilyn Friend as the only 
two lady skippers who have won the Layton Trophy.  
Way to go Mary Anne!  I also congratulate all the skip-
pers and crews who participated.  This regatta continues 
to be one of the most fun events of the year and contin-
ues to memorialize past-Commodore Jerry Layton and 
raises money for the RC platform boat.  Hopefully we 
can replace the engine in the near future.   
 
It’s been great serving as your Fleet Captain this year!  
And even more fun having the Wednesday Night Series 
become well attended with 6-10 boats participating each 
race.  Some fine racing has taken place over the season 
and its great to see skippers and crew become more 
knowledgeable and competitive.  This bodes well for 
the future of the club as we continue to grow in num-
bers, talent and enthusiasm.   
 
Next year should be another fine year for the TSC, I 
hope you will give consideration to offer your talents as 
an officer of the club.  We have lots of people who are 
pleased to help you along the way and wonderful facili-
ties and equipment with which to operate.   
 
Please remember the LTEF this season with your year 
end giving plans.  The LTEF is a IRS approved non-
profit allowing you to deduct your gifts   Also, gift 
cards to Home Depot, Lowe’s, Sam’s, Walmart, Target, 
etc. are very helpful to purchase needed supplies for the 
BoatHouse. 
 
Les has announced that we have an anonymous donor 
who had pledged $1,000 to cover the first $1,000 in 
matching gifts for the LTEF.  Please make your tax-
deductible gift now to the LTEF.  Send your checks to 
LTEF, PO Box 1756, Norman, OK 73070-1756 
 
Happy Sailing! 
 
Karen 

TSC Annual Dues! 
$50 full, $25 Associate and $15 Student.  For 

more information go to: 
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org 

Remember When? 
Gehrig Thurston  

making some  
delicious  ice cream at 
the BoatHouse back 
on May 30, 2004. 

Note the just installed 
brick pavers that had 
been installed by the 
members of the U.S. 

Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 16-6. 

Mike and Teresa get the best Island Party costume 
prize from Vice-Commodore, Sam Tiffany. 

Remember when?  My how time flies……. 
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Treasurer: David Craigie 
 

  
Happy Birthdays for Oct/Nov 

  
 
Greetings Sailors, 
It takes a while to get back into the swing of things after be-
ing gone all summer.  But I am back now from a wonderful 
summer of sailing and cruising. Briefly, our summer started 
out on Kentucky Lake where we spent thee weeks.  From 
there we trailed Incipient to Traverse City MI where we 
launched and went by water to our favorite sailing grounds; 
the North Channel in the upper reaches of Lake Huron.  All 
told we put over 800 miles under the keel.  It is good to get 
away, but it seems even better to get back home and with 
local sailing friends.  We are already planning next years trip 
and if you are interested in trailer/sailing and what is in-
volved, please get in touch. 
It is that time of year again; dues renewal. 
During the next month I will be sending out annual dues re-
newal notices.  Please respond as soon as possible.  If you 
would like to renew on line, just go to our club web site   
WWW.thunderbirdsailingclub.org  click on the membership 
link and fill in the necessary information.  NOTE: If there are 
no changes in your information, then you only need to fill in 
your first and last name and e-mail address. 
Balance in the bank. 
The current balance in our TSC checking account is 
$5051.81.  Included is an amount of $390.90 that we are 
holding in trust for the Junior Sailing Club.  I have less then 
$100 of accounts payable.  As it stands, we are positioned 
today about as well as we have been for the last few years.   
 
Thank you all for all that you do to support the TSC.    
 

See you on the water….David 

 October 
 
Angela Finkbeiner   10/01 
Tad Thurston       10/07 
Frank Lawler           10/12 
Ryan Doezema        10/15 
Tim Dowd       10/18 
Joyce Craigie       10/19 
Garry Souders       10/22 
Warren Fitzpatrick  10/23 
Gene Vrenick       10/25 
Barbara Schindler   10/28 
Pat Cox        10/29 

  November 
 
Amanda Wells    11/01 
Pam Landry    11/03 
Ralph Gragg    11/07 
Sandra Messer      11/15 
John Potts     11/25 

If corrections/additions, please contact Les Cum-
mings at les-cummings@omrf.org.  We are missing a 
large number of birthdays, if you’d like your b’day 
to be recognized, please send Les the information.   
And NO, we do not need the year! 

 A few Photos from the  
2009 CAST for Kids Fishing Derby 

See full article on pages 4 & 5 
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2009 Cast for Kids Report 

Saturday, September 26, 2009 

   
Lake Thunderbird, Norman Oklahoma 

  
 What an absolutely beautiful day!  This comment was heard time and time again at the 8th Annual CAST for 
Kids Fishing Derby held at the beautiful Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Lake Thunderbird, Norman, Oklahoma. 
 
 With morning temperatures in the cool 50’s, the fishermen started to bring their boats in around 6:30am.  By 
9am some thirty boats were moored or waiting patiently for their morning fishing trip companions as the temperature 
slowly climbed to the mid-70’s. 
 
 With some 60 volunteers on hand, the registration went like clockwork and following the traditional fisher-
men’s and kids’ fishing instructions by National CAST Program Director, Art Pasley, the kids started moving to the 
boats for their fishing trip. 
 
 At the same time, the cooking crew began heating up the BBQ grill to cook the 200+ burgers and hot-dogs.  
The kitchen crew had the other food items well in hand with the ovens fired up to keep the food warm until lunch 
time planned for around 11:45. 
 
 The large 40’ X 40’ tent was set and tables and chairs were arranged for some 175 people.  Many more were 
eating on the verandah of the BoatHouse and anywhere they could find an extra chair.  The delicious food, donated 
by Homeland Foods and Sysco Food Products was terrific.  Burgers, hotdogs, coleslaw, baked beans, potato salad, 
pizza, and all the needed condiments were set out and the 200+ participants and volunteers were quickly served.  De-
licious ice-cream from Blue Bell Creamery was then passed out to everyone.  Special thanks to our major contribu-
tors including Chesapeake Energy,  Homeland Stores, and BMI Systems. 
 
 Following lunch, our Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Ron Stahl of the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and 
Recreation, announced the names of the many sponsors and donors and then introduced Art Pasley.  Art then made a 
special announcement recognizing the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (LTEF) and its project the Lake 
Thunderbird BoatHouse.  Art expressed appreciation from the CAST for Kids Foundation and all the participants for 
providing such a terrific venue for the event.  A beautiful plaque was presented to Dr. Chad Cox and Les Cummings 
both board members of the LTEF and local CAST Committee members along with Susan Hendon, Lake Thunderbird 
State Park, and Jeff Tompkins of the Oklahoma Office of the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation. 
 
 Gifts and plaques with photos of each child with their fishing guides were presented to each child as they 
were introduced to the crowd.  Each child then had the opportunity to pick any gift from a table just filled with terri-
fic gifts.  Once every child and fisherman was introduced our Master of Ceremonies invited everyone to join in with 
the annual photo shoot in front of the BoatHouse.  Lots of hugs, tears, and joy were shared by all as they discussed 
meeting at next year’s CAST for Kids Fishing Derby. 
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   2009 Cast for Kids Report Continued 

Thanks to all the TSC and LTEF volunteers for making it a success! 
 

 

Sponsors: 
 CAST for Kids Foundation 
 U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
 Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Dept. 
 Thunderbird State Park 
 Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 
 Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation 
 Thunderbird Sailing Club 
 Lake T-bird Wed. Night Team Tournament 
 Oklahoma Lake Patrol 
 Chesapeake Energy 
 Homeland Stores 
 BMI Systems 
Donors: 
 A & B Rent-All 
 Academy Sports, Edmond and OKC 
 Alameda Market 
 Automatic Fire Control 
 Blue Bell Creamery 
 Canadian Valley Bait 
 Colcord Hotel 
  Country Corner Store 
 Crest Foods 
 Edmond Elks Lodge 
 Excellence in Journalism Foundation 
 Home Depot, Norman 
 Krispy Kreme 
            Little River Marina 
 McDonald’s 
 Miles Associates—Bud Miles 
 Nichols Marine 
 Norman Transcript, Andy Rieger 
 Oklahoma Electric Cooperative 
 Oklahoma River Cruises 
 P. F. Chang’s 
 Sam's Club 
 SYSCO Foods of Oklahoma 
 Target Stores 
 Wal-Mart 
Local Committee: 
 Susan Hendon, Thunderbird State Park 
 Jeff Tompkins, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
 Chad Cox, LTEF 
 Les Cummings, LTEF 
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Thunderbird Sailing Club’s 
Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 

Chili Cook Off 
 

Sunday, November 1, 2009 
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 

 
CLASSES: All chili with beans or without are welcome. Cooks shall register in either Bean or Non-Bean handicap pots with 
handicapping using the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick heat correction factors. 
 
RULES: The cook off will be governed by the Fleet Captain and whatever judges are assigned to taste the best chilies the club 
has to offer.  
 
TROPHIES: The trophy will be presented to the best chili, as judged by experienced taste buds. 
 
FACILITIES: Chili should be hot and ready for judging by 1600.  Crock pots are great for keeping them warm. 
 
SCHEDULE: 
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts 
16:00 Registration ends 
16:00 Chili Judging 
16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building 
17:00 Trophy presentation 
 
DIRECTIONS: The best chili cooks already know the way! 
 
INFORMATION: Karen Thurston, Regatta Chair (405) 401-8454 or email thurston@ou.edu 
 
COST: 
$1.00 for cook and chili 
$ -1.00 for TSC Member. 
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off) 
 
 
TSC requires that all chili be HOMEMADE (not purchased) by the owner of the pot 
(or a spouse, friend, etc).   
 
 
Please let me know if you will be bringing chili. Cornbread, Fritos, cheese, salad and 
brownies are also needed! 
 
Come out and lend a hand with the regatta! 
 
Karen 
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Thunderbird Sailing Club’s 
Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 

 
A one day Regatta, Sunday, November 1, 2009 

A distance race on Sunday, 10 - 18 miles 
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 

 
CLASSES: All boats 20 feet in length on deck or greater are welcome. Other boats allowed at the discretion of the 
Regatta Chair; please inquire. Boats shall register in either Spinnaker or Non-spinnaker, handicap fleets with handi-
capping being the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick with wind correction factors. 
 
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2009-2012 Racing Rules of Sailing, and CSSA 
Sailing Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix. 
 
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st - 3rd in each fleet. The traveling Trophy will be presented to the 
Skipper and Crew of the boat with the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet. 
 
FACILITIES Ramp at Sailboat Point for centerboard and daggerboard boats and some fixed keelboats.  Ramps for 
fixed keelboats 1/2 mile west or 1 mile north of marina. Courtesy docks adjacent to the BoatHouse. 
 
SCHEDULE: 
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts 
10:30 Registration ends 
10:45 Competitors' Meeting 
11:20 Harbor Gun 
11:55 Begin start sequence for 1st start of Distance Race 
16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building 
17:00 Trophy presentation 
 
DIRECTIONS: From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road south to Ala-
meda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn left 
(north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).  From the South: I-35 north to State Highway 9, then 
east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th Ave. to Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park 
and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east). 
 
INFORMATION: Karen Thurston, Regatta Chair (405) 401-8454 or email thurston@ou.edu 
 
COST: 
$17.00 for Skipper and Boat 
$ -2.00 for US SAILING Member. 
$ 5.00 for each crew member 
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off) 
 
 

STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard. 
 

SEE PAGE 6...CHILI COOK OFF RULES...COME LEND A HAND 
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The Layton that almost wasn’t 
 
For a full week we had all been watching the weather forecast.   Local weather outlets were saying 40-60% chance of rain 
and on weather.com they were saying 30-40% rain.  On Saturday, the day before the regatta, it was absolutely beautiful, 
albeit little or no wind at all.  So this gave me a chance to do some regatta prep for the Layton scheduled for the next day.  
I couldn’t help but notice the building cloud cover throughout the day.  I also noticed Frank Lawler had brought his Cat 
22, the Sacajawea, down from Hefner and it was moored at the dock ready for the regatta.  I talked with David Craigie 
who was digging out the buried electrical line to the dock in preparation for the installation of our new dock. 
 
I worried about the weather all night and it wasn’t looking good when the clock went off at 5:45am.  I grabbed a quick 
breakfast and headed out on that very familiar 40 mile trip that I know so very well.  All the way to the lake I ran 
through light drizzles to full downpours, which didn’t bode well for the 18th Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta.  It was still 
dark when I opened the gate at BoatHouse Road and rain continued to pour down.  I thought about the folks that had 
begged out the previous day and just how fortunate they were.  I quickly jotted down an email in my Blackberry to send 
out saying that “The 2009 Layton Regatta was cancelled due to bad weather.”  I saved it though and decided to wait a 
while.   
 
A few folks started to come in around 8am and I had the coffee on and the building was very comfortable and warm.  By 
9 a few more folks had arrived and the rains seemed to be more sporadic from a light drizzle to heavy downpours but was 
promising as the morning light fell on those heavy clouds.  I was beginning to get my hopes up, to the point of getting the 
RC flags and gathering the other items we’d need.  Several of the participants said that the forecast was for the rains to 
taper off by noon which gave me even more hope.  By 9:30 we had several boats at the dock and things were looking up.  I 
got bad news shortly after that when I talked with Frank Lawler and found out that his SUV had a wheel come off and he 
had to cancel in order to take care of the vehicle, we decided to scrub the Sacajawea from the regatta.  This turned out 
fine because of the previous crew cancellations.  We’d just run with 5 boats which was our usual format anyway. 
 
By 10am we had some 25 people gathered at the BoatHouse and they all said they were ready to sail!  The 18th Jerry 
Layton Memorial Regatta was on after all!  At the skippers meeting I went through the instructions and announced an 
estimated 1200 start time. 
 
Shortly after noon, the Enya was anchored just outside the mouth of BoatHouse Cove. The RC crew of Mike Galoob, 
Fredrica Cottrell, Sandra Messer and yours truly were ready.  The class flag went up a few minutes after noon and the 
regatta was underway.  Not a drop of rain was falling and the 7-15kt winds were perfect from the ESE which allowed us 
to use one of the buoys just off the dock to be used as the leeward mark.   The race was on!  
 
I thank the following for supporting the 18th Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta:  Dave Craigie, Mike Galoob, Sandra 
Messer, Fredrica Cottrell, Linda Redick, Roger Elliott, Ed Shoemaker, Sam Tiffany,  Corbett Brown, Jim Waller, Ray 
Archer, Bobby Cockerham, Janie Davis, Jerry Lojka, Mike Klatt, Mary Anne Secrist, Ted Streuli, Kerry Knowles, 
Teresa Galoob, Teresa Holman, Philip Busey, Dave Rhea, Bryan Eckert, Frank Lawler, Barbara Schindler, Phil Trotter, 
Butch Enterline, Jim Eller, and Peter and Timothy Hanlin (from the OCU Sailing Club). 
 

LAYTON RESULTS 
Boats   Pts    Skippers___________________Pts._                                           
1st  Star Chaser (OCU) 10.25 (.75,.75,5,3,.75)  1st Mary Anne Secrist 11.5   (.75,4,3,.75,3) 
2nd Barchetta  12.5   (4,3,.75,.75,4)  2nd Janie Davis  11.75 (3,.75,2,2,4) 
3rd Alacrity  14      (2,4,4,2,2,)  3rd Jerry Lojka  13.5   (2,5,.75,5,.75) 
4th Queen of Denial 17      (5,2,2,5,3)  4th Ted Streuli  18      (4,2,4,3,5) 
5th Seascape  20      (3,5,3,4,5)  5.  Mike Klatt  19      (5,3,5,4,2) 
 

Congratulations to our winning skipper, Mary Anne Secrist, the second lady winner of the Layton.  And con-
grats to the winning crew aboard the Star Chaser (OCU):  Teresa Holman, Timothy and Peter Harlin.  I also 
thank Frank Lawler, Mike Galoob, Glede Holman, Barbara Schindler, Phil Trotter, and Ted Streuli for loan-
ing us their boats for the regatta.  In addition, we thank Roger Elliott and Ed Shoemaker for preparing a deli-
cious dinner for all and to Glede Holman and Sam Tiffany for moving the skippers after each race and of 
course, Linda Redick for the terrific photos!   And finally, a big thank you to our guests and new sailors who 
sailed/raced for the first time.   Our past-Commodore, Jerry Layton, would be very pleased!    
   

See next page for some photos awards:                   Les Cummings, Principal Race Officer 
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Preliminary TSC/BoatHouse Schedule (Subject to Change) 

2009 
 

DAY DATE TIME EVENT 
Sat 17-Oct 6:00p TSC meeting 
Sun 01-Nov all day Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 

Sat 17-Nov 6:00p TSC meeting 

Sat 
                          
12/12 6:00p TSC Holiday Party/Awards Ceremony 

 
Again, Welcome aboard to our newest members! 

 

Jerry & Margie Campbell   901 Kelsi Dr. Moore OK 73160   Home 405 793 9758 work 405 659 6443 
cell 405 659 1448    Mrsmpd199@cox.net Seidelman 30 Campbells Sloop   joined 6/12/09 
(Jerry and Margie have a very nice Seidleman 30) 
 
Robert (Bobby) & Karen Cockerham   504 SW 160th St.  Oklahoma City OK 73170   home 405 735 6852  
work 405 360 5533 cell 405 464 5344   rscockerham@yahoo.com kacockerham@yahoo.com 
bobby@cpagray.com  Perception 13'6"  Jethrene joined 7/25/09 
Bobby crewed in the recent Jerry Layton Regatta and he and Karen went on the OK River Cruise with us some time back. 
 
James Anderson  308 N 7th St. Noble OK 73068 Home 405 872 3937 work 405 249 1768   
jandersonone@gmail.com jandersonhushouse.com Kirie Feeling 720 Tranquility joined 9/26/09 
James came down to the CAST for Kids Fishing Derby and was very impressed with the event 
 
Drew & Carole Houghton 11709 NW 114th St. Yukon OK 73102  Home 405 373 2481 work 504 232 8080          
cell 405 514 7715  dhoughton@cox.net   luvmylabbies@me.com dhoughton@houghtonlaw.net   joined 10-6-09 
Drew and Carole crewed on the “Enya” that took honors in the first Judicata Regatta this summer! 

2009 Layton Winners 
Congratulations to Mary Anne Secrist for winning the Layton Trophy this year,  

and to 
 Teresa Holman, Timothy and Peter Harlin crewing the OCU Cat 22  ‘Star Chaser’ for Best Crew! 

 
Note:  Layton Regatta on-water photos will be published next month! 

Ted, Jerry,  Mary Anne, Janie, and Mike Klatt Teresa Holman accepts crew award from Les 
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New Dock for The BoatHouse! 
 

  That’s right, the existing dock will be replaced with a completely new dock by the middle 
of November, weather permitting.  If you’ve been at the BoatHouse in the last week or so, you 
may have already noticed some digging going on close to the dock entry on shore where Dave 
Craigie has dug up the shore-side electrical circuits and pulled them and the pipe out of the way 
of construction.  We really appreciate Dave’s help with this laborious task. 
 
 The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, in partnership with the State of Oklahoma, will replace 
‘all’ courtesy docks on Lake Thunderbird by next spring.  However, the BOR alone will fund the 
new BoatHouse dock.  The first phase of the new Lake Thunderbird dock construction project will 
include the dock at the BoatHouse.  I have been told that the construction will begin right after 
the Hiram Douglas regatta.  The construction firm of Atlantic-Meeco out of McAlester, Oklahoma 
is actually holding off construction per my request so we don’t have any issues during the Hiram. 
  
 The new dock’s gangway will be 144’ long on two spans; one 80’ long and one 64’ long 
connected in the middle with a large ‘H’ float designed to sit on the bottom should we experience 
low water like we had a couple years ago.  All flotation will be encapsulated, with TREX decking 
throughout.  At the end of the 144’ gangway will be an 8’ wide by 26’ long floating platform and 
at the end of the platform will be a 20’ x 6’ wing on each side providing a ‘T’ 48’ long and 6’ 
deep!  Like the decking and encapsulated foam flotation, all metal parts will be of highest grade 
materials including being heavily galvanized for low maintenance and long-life span.  The gang-
way will also have heavy steel sway cables to protect the long gangway from twisting from waves 
and high winds. 
 
 The shore-side end of the dock will be resting on a specially built roller that will move back 
and forth as the lake height changes over time.  The roller will roll on a large reinforced concrete 
anchor block especially designed to eliminate undercutting by wave action.  Large bollards will be 
set in the anchor block on pivots allowing the gangway to change angles with the lake height 
while keeping the end of the gangway in place. 
 
  The dock is being replaced because of the multiple hazards presented on the existing 
dock and gangway.  It is unstable, gangway connections are questionable, pencils are not vertical 
causing the platforms to bind as the lake rises and falls which causes stress on the metal compo-
nents and finally, as the foam is not encapsulated, this causes serious environmental concerns for 
the lake.  The CAST for Kids events are sponsored nationally by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
and they want to be sure the docks are safe as possible for these important community events.  
The BoatHouse is host to one of the best run CAST for Kids events in the nation.  Finally, as the 
dock will be paid by ‘public’ funds, we will not install the ‘no trespassing’ signage at the dock 
shore-side entry.  We express our appreciation to the local and regional BOR staff and to the 
State of Oklahoma for supporting this project. 
 

See the plan on the next page! 
 
Note:  We express our appreciation to Scott Brown and OKC Electric for driving to the BH and 
marking the electrical circuit so Dave would know where to dig it out.  Thanks Scotty! 



Page    11 

New BoatHouse Dock Plan 
We realize this is hard to read, but hopefully you will get the idea how the dock will be constructed! 

Note:  We will be disposing of the old dock.  We have been in discussions with several 
organizations but thus far have had no takers.  If we are not successful in selling the 
dock we will dispose of it by offering it free to whomever will come pick it up.  The 
construction company, Atlantic Meeco has agreed to dismantle the old dock, pull the 
pencils and move the materials to the shore and load it on trucks/flatbeds at no cost.  
 
If you know of anyone or any company or agency that would be interested, please let 
me know.  The use of encapsulated foam will become more important over time, and 
therefore; we do not want to cause any environmental issues at Lake Thunderbird by 
keeping the dock or its components on the lake. 
 
Whomever takes the dock must have their trucks available to pick up the materials 
during the first or second week of November.  We will be notified as soon as the con-
tractor sets the firm schedule.      Les       



Page    12 

Would you like to learn more about 
the Sea Scouts ? 

 

Sea Scout Ship 5790 is having an Open House  
at the Lake Thunderbird Boathouse 
Saturday, October 17th Noon till 2pm 

 

The Ship’s activities include: 
◊ Sailing, Boat Handling, Tubing, Scuba diving, 
◊ CPR & First Aid training and other fun activities 

 
The Sea Scouts is for guys & gals from 13 - 21 years old 

that would like to learn about Sailing and Seamanship. 
 

Come on out to the open house. We will be serving hot dogs & 
hamburgers and providing rides on big sailboats. 

   
        Parents welcome. Call Skipper Rick 306-8597 
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 Phone numbers you should know. 
◊ Little River Marina:  Bob Davis 
   office  364-8335     (c) 823-5077 
◊ BH Management                447-4974 
◊ Lake Patrol                       425-2323 Troop A 
◊ Cleveland Co. Sheriff       321-8600 
◊ TBird Park office              364-7634 
◊ TBird Park Ranger                364-7634 
Park office hours 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-1500 wkend 

  Between the ages of 14-21?   
 Join the Sea Scouts! 

Do you like to sail, but don’t have a boat or 
a crew?  
Join the Sea Scouts! 
 
Is the only thing that you do on Saturday is 
cut the grass or watch TV? 
 
Join the Sea Scouts! 
 
Do you know any teenagers that would like 
to have fun learning to sail? 
 
Bring them to the Sea Scouts! 
 
The Sea Scout Ship has a fine fleet of small sail-
boats as well as larger keelboats.  Instructors have 
U.S. Sailing Credentials. 
 
◊ Saturdays from 10am-2pm at the beautiful 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at Thunderbird 
State Park. 

 
◊ For more info contact Skipper Rick Shaw 306-

8597 by phone or email 
Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net 

 

◊ For all young men and women of good charac-
ter between the ages of 14 and 21. 

◊ The recent membership drive has been very 
successful, the Sea Scout Ship now has many  
new members and a crew of  over 20 including 
adults! 

◊ Learn to Scuba Dive 

◊ Participate in community activities 

◊ Have lots of fun on the water 

◊ Learn important boating safety rules and regu-
lations 

 Contest 
 Who has the best beard? 
Ron Stahl and David Craigie  

compare facial hair at the CAST event 
BTW, what hair dye is David using on his stache? :+) 
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  Next TSC Meeting:  
Sat. Oct. 17 at 6PM 

 

Kerry Knowles’ 
 “Sailing Trivia Contest” 

Refreshments provided by the club… 

Please bring your friends  
and a covered dish to share! 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

2009 Executive Committee 
Commodore:           Ted Streuli  605-8073 (h) 
                                ted@tedstreuli.com  589-0981 (m) 
Vice-Comm:           Sam Tiffany                 793-1398 (h) 
  stiffany@powercosts.com 822-3280 (m) 
Rear-Comm:           Altus Boren                      802-8869 (m) 
                                altusboren@yahoo.com  
Secretary: Elsbeth Dowd  579-0424 (h) 
  efield@ou.edu   609-540-2425 (m) 
Treasurer:                David Craigie                        741-2555 (h) 
                                incipient@msn.com  613-7774 (m) 
Fleet Captain Karen Thurston     
  karen_thurston@cox.net 401-8454 (m) 
Past-Comm: Phil Moershel  364-6304 (h) 
  pmoershel@sbcglobal.net  208-1532 (m) 
M'sheet Ed:             Les Cummings  823-2342 (m) 
  les-cummings@omrf.org 271-7188 (w) 

Your 2009 officers!  From left,  Sam Tiffany, Vice-Commodore, 
Elsbeth Dowd, Secretary, Karen Thurston, Fleet Captain, Ted 
Streuli, Commodore, David Craigie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, Past-
Commodore and Altus Boren, Rear Commodore not shown. 

 


