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Commodore’s Message: Ted Streuli 

Speaking of Island Day, interested in 

A Virgin Islands Trip? 
 

 TSC member, Jerry Campbell (Seidelman 30 at 
Calypso Cove). is planning a charter this fall:  
 “We are organizing a Bareboat charter in the 
British Virgin Islands, Nov. 13th  thru the 20th, and 
would like to see if any other Thunderbird sailing club 
members would like to attend.  
 We will be sailing a Benateau 51.5 which has 4 
staterooms.  This will be with the Moorings and we 
have a quote from them for the 7 days, with partial pro-
visioning, of $1966.53 per couple/stateroom.  This will 
leave us with 3 or 4 evening meals to enjoy on the is-
lands.  The only additional cost we would have would 
be for moorings and topping off any fuel we use. 
 As for airfare we have quotes of $845.22 per 
person on Continental and $810.00 from  American Air-
lines so far. 
 Also the National Cruisers party (sponsored by 
Pusser’s Rum) is being held on the 19th and is $35.00 
ea., if you wish to attend.  The Latitudes and Attitudes 
crew will be there along with the Eric Stone band.”   
 
If you are interested in joining us, or have any ques-
tions, please contact Jerry Campbell at 659-1448. 

 

Thundersailors, 
Alas, I shall be absent from the Island Party Saturday, 

and while I will be rooting my little heart out for the Golden 
Hurricane to blow the Sooners out of the water, I won’t be 
missing because of the game. The good news is that my fu-
ture racing crew is scheduled to become complete Friday 
morning, Sept. 18 with the arrival of Raymond’s baby 
brother, Ryland. We’ll be delighted to welcome the new hand 
aboard. 

Island Day is this year’s replacement for Pirate Day, 
which was ready for a break. Come out in you favorite island 
garb, and since you can select your own island, the options 
are near limitless! 

Personally, I had reserved a grass skirt and coconut bra 
and lei for the occasion and am disappointed that I won’t be 
able to wear the outfit. Captain Les, if you need attire, drop 
by the house and you’re welcome to borrow the gear. 

A note of thanks to Paul Reynolds for bringing 
GODSA’s Waterfest to Lake Thunderbird. It was a beautiful 
day and a rewarding experience. That makes worthwhile 
causes we’ve supported this year, with CAST just around the 
corner. 

Welcome home, Dave and Joyce! It’s nice to see Incipi-
ent back in her slip. 

A final thought this month comes from Captain J.B. 
Bonds, USN, regarding why Midshipmen are taught to sail at 
the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis: 

 
"We teach sailing and seamanship at the naval academy 

for one purpose: to make competent seamen of our midship-
men, who will then be the naval leaders of the future. We 
aren't interested in making yachtsmen of them. We enter 
races to find an atmosphere which, like combat, stretches 
ability and endurance to the limit and allows character to 
emerge which can reach beyond those previous limits for that 
extra margin required for victory, where decisions must be 
made instantly and be coupled with competent execution of 
complex evolutions. Where numerous variables must be inte-
grated to derive tactics and strategy in interaction. And we 
send them to sea to learn the fundamental characteristic of the 
professional seaman: a deep-seated sense of humility in the 
face of nature and her master. But we never lose sight of our 
objective – to produce the best possible officer for the fleet, 
whether he or she is assigned to a surface ship, a submarine 
or an aircraft." 
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Vice Commodore:  Sam Tiffany 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 
THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE 

HOSTS 7TH ANNUAL 
CAST FOR KIDS FISHING DERBY 

PLEASE COME OUT TO HELP!  
7AM TIL 2PM 

 

Fleet Captain:  Karen Thurston 

Wednesday Evening Commodore’s Cup Races  
Complete! 

 
I want to thank all the racers (skippers, crew, people 
who helped repair boats, etc) for participating in the 
races.  On a typical night, we had NINE boats racing.  
Just seeing that many sails on the lake regularly made 
this job rewarding.  From the emails I have received, I 
think everyone really enjoyed the series this season! 
 
The Layton is coming up in October (Sunday the 4th) so 
add that to your calendar.  This is a GREAT opportunity 
for beginner sailors or racers to get some crew experi-
ence, and experienced racers to helm someone else’s 
boat.  Please contact me (401-8454) or Les Cummings 
(823-2342) if you would like to participate. 
 
The Hiram Douglas long-distance regatta will end the 
racing season, but of course will not end the sailing!  
We have gorgeous days in every month—take advan-
tage of them and show the fishermen how tough sailors 
can be! 
 
On a personal note, I want to thank everyone for com-
ing out and supporting racing at TSC, and also support-
ing me.  I have been struggling with my mom’s health--
she was recently diagnosed with cancer--and getting out 
to race really helped take my mind off of things.  I want 
to thank everyone for their efforts in getting off work, 
driving out to the lake, setting up their boats (and help-
ing us launch!), and bringing with them an amazing atti-
tude.   
 
Thanks from your Fleet Captain, 
 
Karen 
 
 
Editors Note:  On behalf of the TSC, we congratulate Karen 
for the best year of Commodore’s Cup competition in many 
years!  Please keep Karen’s Mom in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

Island Day 

2009 !!! 
Ready to party? Our September 
meeting will be a celebration to 

mark the passing of summer. The 
club will provide the drinks, you 

bring the food. The grill will be hot 
and Phil will be bringing  boiled 

shrimp as well.  Bring your Island 
Costume and your party spirit and be 

ready to have some fun! 
Sat. 9/19/09:  Time: 4:30  til ? 

Place: Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 

Be sure to wear 

 your favorite headdress! 
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Treasurer: David Craigie 
 

  
Happy Birthdays for Sep/Oct 

  
 

David is out of town as we go to press this month;  as Editor, 
I thought I’d say a few words in his stead.   
 
The TSC is so fortunate to have members and volunteers like 
our good friends David and Joyce Craigie.  David has been 
Treasurer for more years than I can count and he can be 
counted on for help at most every event we host.  Joyce has 
always been supportive of David, the TSC and his volunteer 
work and the TSC is most appreciative. 
 
The Craigie’s usual summer sojourns to Lake Huron’s North 
Channel and other locations throughout Canada and the 
United States give hope to us all that we will be able to do the 
same “some day.”  As we keep saying this, time passes us by 
and all we can do is daydream about voyages that we haven’t 
had time for, or more accurately, haven’t taken the time for. 
 
Follow David and Joyce’s lead, plan for and take that long-
awaited cruise while you can still enjoy it.  Interested in the 
Virgin Islands? contact Jerry Campbell about his charter  
plans.  THANK YOU DAVID AND JOYCE! 

 
 
 
 
 

September 
 
Marilyn Friend         09/01 
Teresa Galoob          09/04 
Wayne Lively          09/06 
Mary Anne Secrist   09/13 
Kerry Knowles        09/17 
Robert Anderson     09/22 
Angela Kasbohm     09/23 
Larry Hamilton        09/29 
Ray Psikal                09/30 
 

  October 
 

Angela Finkbeiner   10/01 
Tad Thurston       10/07 
Frank Lawler           10/12 
Ryan Doezema        10/15 
Tim Dowd       10/18 
Joyce Craigie       10/19 
Garry Souders       10/22 
Warren Fitzpatrick  10/23 
Gene Vrenick       10/25 
Barbara Schindler   10/28 
Pat Cox        10/29 

If corrections/additions, please contact Les Cum-
mings at les-cummings@omrf.org.  We are missing a 
large number of birthdays, if you’d like your b’day 
to be recognized, please send Les the information.   
And NO, we do not need the year! 

 17th Annual Layton Regatta 
Sunday, October 4 

  
Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta 

 
The 17th Annual Jerry Layton Regatta will be held at 10am 
Sunday, October 4, 2009.  Our usual format is to enlist 5 
Catalina 22’s, 5 TSC experienced skippers, and 15 crew.   
 
The crew members do not need to be experienced and this 
format gives new sailors a chance to participate in racing in 
a fun and learning environment.  The skippers race on a 
different boat each race and the crew stays aboard the same 
boat.  This is a Fundraiser for our committee boat and fees 
are $25 to skipper and $15 to crew.  Contact Les Cummings 
at 823-2342 or at les-cummings@omrf.org to sign up.  We 
do expect everyone to show up if they register. 
 
◊ We need 5 CATALINA 22’s or similar boats, please let 

me know if we can use your boat this year. 
◊ We need 5 experienced keelboat sailors to skipper at 

$25 each.  Preferably those who have not won before! 
◊ We need 15 sailors (don’t need to be a TSC member) to 

crew on the boats.  Les will determine who crews on 
which boats, no experience needed. 

◊ Will need three or four volunteers for race committee 
work with Les and a few volunteers to prepare dinner. 

◊ Skippers meeting 10 am 
◊ Warning signal    11 am 
◊ Racing should be finished by 2PM followed by awards 

and dinner at 3PM 
 

In memory of Jerry Layton former TSC Commodore! 
 
As always, the income goes to the RC boat “Jerry L” 
maintenance fund.  Hope you can participate in this 
year’s event, this is traditionally the most fun regatta 
of the year and has been now for some 16 years! 
      Les 

2008 Layton:  Getting ready for battle! 

On the left is 
beautiful Lake 
Topaz accessible 
only by a short 
hike off the North 
Channel. 
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The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 
at Norman, Oklahoma  

Presents 
 

A 

US Sailing Basic Keelboat Course 
 

 An opportunity for individuals who want to improve their sailing skills  
and achieve a nationally recognized certification on big boats  

 

Why: 
 

1.  Opportunity to learn how to sail 25-27 foot big boats at a local lake  
2.  US Sailing Certifications provides a record of your skill level. 
3.  Synchronizes your experience with a proven sail training course.  
4.  An accomplishment for yourself that can last a lifetime 
 
 

 
Who...                               
Individuals eager to learn or reinforce big boat sailing techniques and obtain a US Sailing certification recognized at 
boat charter facilities nationwide. 
 

When and Where...   
2 Friday evening classes September 18 & 25 (6-9pm), @ Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 
Then at least 2 four hour on the water sessions on a 25-27 foot sailboat. 
 

Cost...                      
$250 – US Sailing course fee, Includes a 1 year US Sailing membership $65,  
and a one year Thunderbird Sailing club Associate membership. 
 
$50 discount for TSC Members.  
 

Topics covered: 
Parts of a boat (nomenclature) Parts of a sail & choice per wind speed 
Points of sail How to handle heat & cold emergencies 
Basic rules of the road Upwind & downwind sailing skills 
How to read charts Anchoring, heaving to, reefing sails 
Commonly used knots PFDs & other personal gear 
 
 

What’s next?  
This is the entry level US Sailing Keelboat class. There are five more advanced courses available around the coun-
try. More information is available on US Sailing.org 
 
  

For additional information contact:  
Rick Shaw, Keelboat Instructor 405-306-8597, Shaw9939@sbcglobal.net  
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“GODSA” WATERFEST  
Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 
By:  Paul Reynolds 

Cast for Kids 

Saturday, September 26, 2009 

 The eighth annual CAST for Kids Fishing Derby will 
be held on Saturday, September 26 at the BoatHouse. 
 
We will have the large tent set up prior to the event just 
north of the BoatHouse as usual and this will be over-
seen by Asst. Park Manager, Terry Gibson.  On Friday 
we will begin to deliver tables, chairs, ice, rods/reels, 
tackle boxes, drinks, and some food items.  We need 
help cooking, serving, setting up, registration, etc.,etc. 
starting at 6am on Saturday morning.  The fishermen 
start arriving around 6:30 and the kids around 8am.  
They leave on their fishing trip at 9am and return 
around 11:30 for lunch.  We start cooking around 10. 
 
Homeland Foods will provide the food donation again, 
along with Sysco Foods and other donors. 
 
For our new members, this event is sponsored nation-
ally by the CAST for Kids Foundation and locally by 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Oklahoma Dept. of Tour-
ism and Recreation, the LTEF, TSC, and BoatHouse.   
 
This year we’ll have around 40 handicapped children 
from central Oklahoma attend and a like number of lo-
cal fishermen with their boats.  The kids are provided 
with a morning fishing trip, a new rod/reel, bait, tackle, 
tackle-box, T-shirt, hat, a plaque, and everyone gets a 
delicious lunch.  Ron Stahl will serve as our MC for the 
awards following a delicious lunch. 
 
We have some 35 donors and sponsors that cover the 
$1,500-$2,000 in expenses and another $1,000 or so in 
gifts in kind.  For example, the tent alone costs nearly 
$700 to rent.  We have volunteers to use the Wellcraft,  
Sprint, and Pontoon Boat this year to take some of the 
children fishing. We do need help with setup and cook-
ing the burgers and hotdogs this year.  Please let me 
know if you can help or just come on out. 
 
The LTEF raises the funds and makes the requests for 
gifts-in-kind for the event and pays for all the local out 
of pocket expenses.  We hope you can lend a hand! 
 

CAST for Kids Local Committee 
 

Susan Hendon, T-bird Manager Chad Cox, LTEF  
Terry Gibson, T-bird Asst. Mgr. Les Cummings, LTEF 

Jeff Tompkins, U. S. BOR 

 The August 29 Waterfest put on by the Greater 
Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association went off with-
out a hitch.  
   TSC volunteers outdid themselves once again. 
Thanks so much, especially skippers Sam, Ted and 
Dave.  
   The GODSA group were raving, repeatedly, 
about what a  great facility the BoatHouse is, and how 
much more accessible this is compared  to what they 
had at Lake Arcadia.  It is much easier to get to the wa-
ter's edge, and the bathrooms are top-notch. They espe-
cially liked having several things to do, that is, the kay-
aking and sailing in addition to the skiing - in the past 
there was a great deal of waiting for a next turn on the 
skis - and this was much more family friendly. I think it 
was particularly meaningful for folks to be able to take 
family members out too, like the 6 kids and spouse (!) 
that accompanied one recently injured young man on 
Dave and Joyce's Incipient. Folks were really effusive 
in their praise and thanks.  All the participants received 
a warm and in some cases passionate introduction to the 
art of sailing, and the weather could not have been nicer 
- perhaps the best sailing day in the past 2 years!  Lunch 
was put on by volunteers from O'Connell's and First 
State Bank and Trust of Norman. All the volunteers and 
participants scored some very cool T-shirts. GODSA 
also supports people interested in basketball, archery, 
shooting, swimming and track. The point being made is 
that it is critical,  a matter of survival, to help people 
with severe disabilities get involved in something that is 
fun to do, interactive and challenging. For information 
about GODSA:  http://www.godsa.org/sports/
index.html. 

There is growing interest here in adaptive sail-
ing - next week some folks from the Spinal Cord Injury 
Assoc. of Oklahoma will meet at OCBC to take another 
look at keel boat sailing.  I can see a day in the not too 
far future when we have a portable lift on the dock and 
a couple of adapted sailboats, and actually teach sailing 
to folks with severe disabilities.  I have a line on one 
boat now, from a certain handy and much abused Club 
member known for finding and holding onto valuable 
old stuff. ;) Three Cheers and Thank You to the follow-
ing Extraordinary Volunteers : Dave and Joyce Craigie, 
Ted Streuli, Sam Tiffany, Teresa and Mike Galoob, Phil 
Moershel, Mary Anne Secrist, Mike Klatt, Jim Waller, 
Les Cummings, Ed Shumaker, Kerry Knowles, and 
Karen Thurston !!!               See more on Page 9  
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 Oklahoma River Cruise---A terrific voyage! 

 

Some 42 TSC members and friends took the 2 hr 45 minute Oklahoma River Cruise on Saturday, August 
15.  Captain Les presented a safety briefing and some background of the service before boarding the 
Devon Explorer, the first of three cruisers all named for Devon Energy thanks to their $2 million dollar 
naming privilege contribution.  The other two boats are named Devon Discovery, and the newest vessel 
(and the only one with a bow-thruster) is named the Devon Pioneer.  Each boat is 65' long, 14' wide and is 
powered by two 200hp John Deere Marine engines.    The rear section of the boats are fully glass en-
closed with A/C for summer and heated for winter cruising there is also outside seating and standing room 
around the wheelhouse on the bow and on the stern.  Oklahoma River Cruises will run year round this 
year.  Charters can be arranged by calling them at 702-7755 and tickets for their ferry service and special 
Saturday morning kids Cartoon Cruises, Sunday afternoon's Live Music/Entertainment Sensations Live, 
and the Friday evening "Sunset Cruises" with Cap'n Les are available on-line at www.okcrivercruises.com. 
  
Captain Les and our deckhand for the cruise, Joe Snell, cast off shortly after 5:30 for the 7 mile trip to Me-
ridian Landing located at SW 15th just off Meridian.  Passing on the port side at 1700 South Western is the 
famous Mat Hoffman sports park build by multi-gold medalist Mat Hoffman (of Edmond).  The skateboard, 
inline-skating, and BMX freestyle biking park is open every day of the year from dawn until 11PM.  The 
park has been judged by National Geographic as one of the 10 best parks of its kind in the United 
States.  Just a short distance further west, past Walker Ave, we came to the first of two dams and lock 
systems on the Oklahoma River.  Captain Les brought the boat into the lock and once we were secured on 
the starboard side back aft, he pressed the 'open upstream gate' button on the lock remote and the lock 
started through its process of closing the rear gates and then opening the three gates on the south side of 
the lock to allow some 165,000 gallons of water to enter.  Once the water was at the same height of the 
water on the upstream side of the lock/dam (some 8.5' higher) the front gates opened and Cap'n Les ex-
ited the lock and continued our trip west.  On the starboard side of the boat just past the first lock we 
could see the lights from Wheeler Park, which was the original site for the first zoo in the South-
west.  The Oklahoma Zoo was built in the early 1900's until a terrible flood left it destroyed with many ani-
mals loose in downtown Oklahoma City in 1923.  The OKC Zoo was moved to the Oklahoma City Fair-
grounds then located on Eastern Avenue at the site now occupied by Douglass High School in 1924 and 
following a fire the Zoo was moved to the new site at Lincoln Park in 1925. 
  
Another short distance heading west we went under the South Western Ave Bridge and then 
the Exchange Avenue bridge. We were reminded that this site, on the south side of the river (formerly the 
downtown airpark), will be developed in the future for commercial and private construction includ-
ing California's Santa Monica Pier Ferris Wheel which has been purchased by the local OKC developers 
and is now in Wichita, Kansas being refurbished.  The 105' high Ferris Wheel will be able to handle some 
200 passengers an hour and will have approximately 160,000 light-emitting diodes installed.  The Ferris 
Wheel is to be in place, located on the south side of the river just east of Exchange Avenue in 2010.  As 
we continued heading west we passed under the Pennsylvania and then the Agnew bridges.  At May Ave 
we entered the second of the dam/lock systems and after successfully transiting the lock we continued our 
journey west passing under I44 and the finally through the Portland Ave. bridge.  The end of the journey 
was very pleasant with no rip-rap on the sides and all natural river bed, a very pretty and relaxing area.  At 
Meridian Landing located just east of Meridan on SW 15th Street, Cap'n Les docked the Devon Explorer 
and we took a 15 minute break before heading back east.  No additional passengers came aboard as the 
boat was sold out by the TSC. 
  
Heading east we had a large log caught in the upstream gate of the May Avenue Lock when we tried to 
close it and after reopening the upstream gates, Cap'n Les put both engines ahead at idle speed and was 
able to wash the log out the gate.  We completed the trip without further incident.  A great trip was had by 
all and hopefully we can do this once or twice a year.  We thank the Oklahoma River Cruises team includ-
ing our Deckhand, Joe Snell for providing a wonderful Saturday afternoon excursion! 
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42 TSC members gather at Regatta Park prior to the Oklahoma River Cruise 
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 THE LARGEST OU NROTC SAILING CLASS EVER! 

By Mike Klatt, Principal Instructor 

We like to say that sailing is a lifelong learning experience, but if you’re a new Naval ROTC student at OU you’ve only got four 
days to figure it out.  While most students were still packing up their mini-fridges, the Officer Candidates and Midshipmen were 
reporting for Fleet Orientation Week (FOW), which includes mandatory sail training for all Navy Option students.  This is my 
third year as the head instructor for NROTC Basic Sailing, and yet again the students amazed me with their perseverance under 
what I consider to be impossible circumstances for learning to sail (like waking up at 0500 for morning PT).  I shouldn’t be so 
surprised given that they are all bright and motivated or they wouldn’t be in the program in the first place. 
 
This year’s class was August 17-22, and we set a new BoatHouse class size record: 31 students.  The students met together on 
campus for classroom training and land drills on Monday and Tuesday evening, and were split into two groups for their on-the-
water training at the BoatHouse the rest of the week.  This meant that each group only had two days of actual sailing, and that for 
most of them their “final exam” took place the second time they’d ever been on a sailboat.  See what I mean about impossible 
circumstances?  We’ve had a run of good weather with the adult classes stretching back to last year, and that luck held for this 
class.  While things were generally unsettled most of the week, the thunderstorms held off and the wind cooperated while we 
were on the water.   I’m also optimistic that we edged out firearm training as this year’s favorite FOW activity. 
 
Seventeen BoatHouse volunteers dedicated approximately 200 hours to the class: Mike Black, Altus Boren, Dave Craigie, Les 
Cummings, Butch Enterline, Isaac Finkbeiner, Mike and Teresa Galoob, Vernon Green, Glede Holman, Mike Klatt, Jerry Lojka, 
Phil Moershel, Paul Reynolds, Mary Anne Secrist, Te Woei Poon, and Karen Thurston.  There are a lot of usual suspects in this 
list, but Mike Black and Isaac are new volunteers and I hope they stay involved.  Isaac took Small Boat Sailing just last year, so 
he’s off to a quick start.  NROTC personnel assisting with the class were Lieutenants Dave Huber and Chris Robinette, and Mid-
shipmen Chris Garner and Churon Hunnicutt. 
 
Last but not least, the graduates: Officer Candidates David Corbin, Patrick Davey, Marcos Marerro, and Tim Tencate; and Mid-
shipmen Emma Boggs, Jeremy Brooks, Alixe Bunyard, Heather Burr, Frank Cifaldi, Kyle Costello, Jerris Egge, Skyler Evans, 
Kyle Fowler, Daniel Gore, Lauren Hill, Victoria Hudgins, Lara Lauginiger, Travis Lewis, Nick Moore, Ceara Parks, Jake Par-
rick, Keith Patterson, Tim Pedersen, Jered Phillips, Aaron Russell, Anthony Rust, Cameron Salyer, Auston Sommers, Robert 
Swan, Nathan Underwood, and Drew Wofford.  Congratulations!  Ed. Note:  Congratulations to Mike Klatt for a job well done! 
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Streuli: Matthew’s first sail on plus side of balance sheet 
by Ted Streuli    

The Journal Record September 2, 2009:   http://journalrecord.com/article.cfm?recid=102107 
 

 On Saturday I met Matthew.  I also met his father, Gary, and his mother, Lisa. Matthew is a tall young man 
with a head of strawberry-blond curls. He lives with his parents in Edmond. 
 I had the pleasure of meeting Matthew and his family because they were on my sailboat on a spectacular day 
at Lake Thunderbird. It was 80 degrees and a northerly wind was blowing about 12 or 13 knots – making for ideal 
sailing conditions. 
 Gary owned a sailboat once upon a time and sailed it regularly at Lake Hefner before his career took him to 
Plano, Texas, for a spell. Lisa contends that Gary was never much of a sailor, more a wind-blown obstacle to those 
who knew what they were doing. Gary laughs when Lisa teases him about his lack of seamanship and makes fun of 
himself, suggesting that someone always had to tell him the other boaters weren’t waving hello, but telling him to get 
out of the way. 
 Gary laughs about just about everything. He’s tall, muscular, and hairless as an eggshell except the tiny soul 
patch beneath his lower lip. If you want to feel appreciated at a party, invite Gary. Tell that one you’ve been saving 
because he’ll deliver a belly laugh no matter what a dud it really was. 
 It is a family that is comfortable with one another, one that seems to genuinely enjoy each other’s company, 
the kind of family that one either wishes for or relates to. They are jovial, unpretentious people who appreciate the 
quietude of an afternoon sail where the only sound is the lapping of water against the hull and the occasional luff of 
the jib. 
 It was Matthew’s first time sailing, and although he’s fond of the water he was a little apprehensive. We un-
furled the jib and the wind filled the main, lifting us on vertical wings, carrying us away from shore. We were soon 
sailing flat at four knots, tensions left dockside where we could pick them up upon our return or leave them where 
they lay. 
 Matthew, as many first-time sailors have done, let go of the worry and smiled.  “Do you like this?” Gary 
asked. Still smiling, Matthew nodded and took a turn at the helm. 
 After an hour or so on the water Gary even laughed when, as we retuned to the boathouse, I thanked him for 
not driving the boat. Then, standing on the dock, he put his hands under Matthew’s arms and lifted him out. Matthew 
was still smiling. 
 Matthew, a happy, polite young man, has no use of his legs or his left hand. He has other challenges, and his 
verbal skills are very much limited. He was one of several participants who took their first sail at the Greater Okla-
homa Disabled Sports Association’s Waterfest. Others water skied and kayaked. 
GODSA, as it’s called, works with hospitals and rehabilitation centers. The all-volunteer force provides opportunities 
for basketball, track and field, swimming, kayaking and water skiing. And now, I suppose, sailing. They get by on 
donations and fundraisers. 
 They have nothing to sell; success is measured by counting the smiling faces. Gary and Lisa were smiling, in 
part, I think, because they enjoyed the sail. More so, I suspect, because Matthew was smiling. 
And that’s one they can put on the plus side of the balance sheet. 
      Ed. Note:  More photos are available on the Thunderbird Sailing Club’s website 
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 Over 40 volunteers, friends, and partners gathered for the 8th annual Volunteer Day at the BoatHouse on La-
bor Day.  LTEF President, Roger Elliott, had the BBQ fired up along with three wonderful pork loins roasted to per-
fection.  He also brought a large coleslaw and delicious baked-beans for all.  Of course, our guests also brought deli-
cious foods to share and we can be assured that everyone had plenty to eat, and to drink.   
 
 The only downside for the day was the lack of wind that forced the cancellation of this years McDonald’s 
Cup sailing competition.  As you can see below, our good friend Phil Moershel, has been practicing for months! 
 
 We thank all our “Volunteers” for giving their time at the BoatHouse for its sailing classes and community-
service events. We will properly recognize all these volunteers later this year with caps or shirts from the LTEF! 

Check out the next page to be sure your volunteer hours are listed! 

8th ANNUAL“VOLUNTEER DAY” 
 HELD AT THE BOATHOUSE 

Monday, September 7 



Page    11 

 

 Beevers Will 4 

Beevers Richard 4 

Beevers Delanie 30 
Black Michael 5 

Boren Altus 34.5 
Brooks Dave 9.5 

Brown Corbett 48 

Cox Chad 21 
Craigie Joyce 9 
Craigie Dave 23 
Cummings Barbara 6 
Cummings Les 149.5 
Davis Don 126 
Devenitch Michael 16 
Elliott Roger 22 
Enterline Butch 31.75 
Finkbeiner Issac 10 
Friend Marilyn 54.5 
Galoob Teresa 23 
Galoob Mike 23 
Garner Chris 20 
Glover Raymond 30 
Green Vernon 30 

Hale Ed  30 
Holman Glede 24.5 
Horton Rod 48 
Huber Dave 15 
Hunnicutt Churon 10 
Jerman Emily 3.5 
Jewett Dave 30 
Klatt Mike 80.5 
Knowles Kerry 28.5 
Lojka Jerry 185.5 
Mellgren Karen 6 
Moershel Phil 71 
Peterson Jocelyn 21 
Poon Te Woei 8.5 
Proctor Danny 4 
Psika Ray 42 
Reynolds Paul 52 
Robinette Chris 20 
Schindler Barbara 21 

Secrist Mary Anne 8.5 
Shaw Richard 469.5 

Shoemaker Edward 3 
Streuli Ted 9 
Swinhart Bryan 28 
Thurston Gehrig 48 
Thurston Karen 64.75 
Tiffany Sam 30.5 
Waller Jim 9 

HELP US RECORD ’YOUR’ VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR 2009 
 

THUS FAR, WE HAVE HAD 2101 HOURS 
REPORTED BY THE VOLUNTEERS THEMSELVES  

OR BY THE  EVENT CHAIRS 
Please remember, these hours are to be for hours volunteered for BoatHouse, BoatYard 

equipment maintenance and upkeep,  public classes and  
community events only.  Not for club meetings, regattas and regular partner activities. 

 
If you have volunteered and your name/hours aren’t on the list, or are incorrect please con-
tact Les Cummings with the number of hours worked (including travel) and the project or 
event/s. These hours are important as they are referred to when writing grant applications. 
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Preliminary TSC/BoatHouse Schedule (Subject to Change) 

2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More photos from the GODSA event! 
 

      Sailing the Incipient!     Riding the wakeboard! 

 

DAY DATE TIME EVENT 
    
    
Mon 07-Sep  Labor Day gathering & McDonald's Cup 

Fri 18-Sep 6:00p Basic Keelboat Part I:  classroom 

Sat-Sun 9/19-9/20 all day Basic Keelboat Part I:  on-the-water 

Sat 19-Sep 6:00p TSC meeting--Pirate Day 

Fri 25-Sep 6:00p Basic Keelboat Part II:  classroom 

Sat-Sun 9/26-9/27 all day Basic Keelboat Part II:  on-the-water 

Sat 26-Sep  CAST FOR KIDS, PLEASE HELP! 

Sun 04-Oct all day Layton Memorial Regatta 

Sat 17-Oct 6:00p TSC meeting 

Sun 01-Nov all day Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 

Sat 17-Nov 6:00p TSC meeting 

Sat 
                          
12/12 6:00p TSC Holiday Party/Awards Ceremony 
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 Phone numbers you should know. 
◊ Little River Marina:  Bob Davis 
   office  364-8335     (c) 823-5077 
◊ BH Management                447-4974 
◊ Lake Patrol                       425-2323 Troop A 
◊ Cleveland Co. Sheriff       321-8600 
◊ TBird Park office              364-7634 
◊ TBird Park Ranger                364-7634 
Park office hours 0800-1630 wkday, 0800-1500 wkend 

  Between the ages of 14-21?   
 Join the Sea Scouts! 

Do you like to sail, but don’t have a boat or 
a crew?  
Join the Sea Scouts! 
 
Is the only thing that you do on Saturday is 
cut the grass or watch TV? 
 
Join the Sea Scouts! 
 
Do you know any teenagers that would like 
to have fun learning to sail? 
 
Bring them to the Sea Scouts! 
 
The Sea Scout Ship has a fine fleet of small sail-
boats as well as larger keelboats.  Instructors have 
U.S. Sailing Credentials. 
 
◊ Saturdays from 10am-2pm at the beautiful 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at Thunderbird 
State Park. 

 
◊ For more info contact Skipper Rick Shaw 306-

8597 by phone or email 
Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net 

 

◊ For all young men and women of good charac-
ter between the ages of 14 and 21. 

◊ The recent membership drive has been very 
successful, the Sea Scout Ship now has many  
new members and a crew of  over 20 including 
adults! 

◊ Learn to Scuba Dive 

◊ Participate in community activities 

◊ Have lots of fun on the water 

◊ Learn important boating safety rules and regu-
lations 

 Remember When? 
One of Rick Shaw and Roger Elliott’s early sailing 
classes back in 2003.  Note “old salt” Jim Waller 

with the striped shirt and cool hat. 
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  Next Meeting/Party: Sat. Sept. 19 

2009 Island Day! 
Celebrate the end of the summer season 

Bring your friends and favorite dish to share. 
Wear your favorite Island Garb! 

4:30PM til ? 
See Page 2 for more information. 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

2009 Executive Committee 
Commodore:           Ted Streuli  605-8073 (h) 
                                ted@tedstreuli.com  589-0981 (m) 
Vice-Comm:           Sam Tiffany                 793-1398 (h) 
  stiffany@powercosts.com 822-3280 (m) 
Rear-Comm:           Altus Boren                      802-8869 (m) 
                                altusboren@yahoo.com  
Secretary: Elsbeth Dowd  579-0424 (h) 
  efield@ou.edu   609-540-2425 (m) 
Treasurer:                David Craigie                        741-2555 (h) 
                                incipient@msn.com  613-7774 (m) 
Fleet Captain Karen Thurston     
  karen_thurston@cox.net 401-8454 (m) 
Past-Comm: Phil Moershel  364-6304 (h) 
  pmoershel@sbcglobal.net  208-1532 (m) 
M'sheet Ed:             Les Cummings  823-2342 (m) 
  les-cummings@omrf.org 271-7188 (w) 

Your 2009 officers!  From left,  Sam Tiffany, Vice-Commodore, 
Elsbeth Dowd, Secretary, Karen Thurston, Fleet Captain, Ted 
Streuli, Commodore, David Craigie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, Past-
Commodore and Altus Boren, Rear Commodore not shown. 

 


