Mainsheet
April 2009

Thunderbird Sailing Club

www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org

Commodore: Ted Streuli

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Association

P.O. Box 1652
Norman, Oklahoma 73070
Note: The TSC and BoatHouse share this PO Box.

Fellow Sailors,
Sailing Season 2009 is going to be Thuderiffic! Wow,
that was corny, wasn’t it? Sorry. Here’s what’s on tap:

June and July Kid’s Sailing Camps

Splash Day
We’re getting the cobwebs off (literally) with Splash
Day April 11; support the Sea Scouts and have them
clean your boat for a mere $1 per foot. I’ve already put
in my request. Power washers and such will be flowing
at Little River Marina. “And such” probably means
“beer,” but that’s up to you. Anyway you do it, we’ll
have the fleet polished, shined and ready to sail.
Blessing of the Fleet
And we can show off those clean boats at our club’s
first Blessing of the Fleet April 18. We’ll gather on the
north side of BoatHouse Cove and start sailing by the
BoatHouse dock single file at 4:30. Rev. Matt Meinke
of First Presbyterian Church in Oklahoma City will be
there to bless each boat as we sail past. It’s open to all
boats, even non-TSC members and stinkpots, so invite
your neighbors from the marina. You’ll have time to put
your boat away and head to the BoatHouse for the April
meeting; bring a covered dish and a friend.
Welcome Aboard!
Speaking of friends, make sure to greet our newest
members, Garry and Carol Souders. They live in
Shawnee and just purchased a 2008 Hunter 146. Isaac
and Angela Finkbeiner of Norman joined us in February and will be looking to crew. See more on Pages 2/3.

Kid’s Sailing Camp
HELP NEEDED!
The 1st camp is 6/8 thru 6/13 and the 2nd Camp is
July 6-11. Les and Corbett, instructors for the 1st
and 2nd camps respectively need your help.
Please contact Les at les-cummings@omrf.org or
823-2342 or Corbett at cb8917@att.com or 4474974 to volunteer! Registrations are coming in already.
If you’d like to register a student on-line and pay
via PayPal, go to www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org
and click on the LEARN TO SAIL link at the top
of the webpage. We are pleased to have Karen
Thurston, Marilyn Friend and Don Davis already signed up to help with Camp 1.
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More from the Commodore! Ted Streuli

All Hands on Deck for Race Judicata
Please plan to participate in our new charity event, Race Judicata. “Race Judicata” is a play on the Latin
term Res Judicata, which in lawyer lingo means “the thing has been judged.” The very laid-back regatta
(think three-hour cruise with a gate) will be held on Saturday May 16.
There’s no cost for skippers, but each boat must have a minimum of two licensed Oklahoma lawyers on
board as crew. Participants will pay $75 with proceed going to Calm Waters, which supports children who
have experienced a loss, such as a parent’s death or divorce. The organization’s first client was a 10-yearold boy whose father had died. The boy explained that he and his father had bonded while sailing together
and that he had learned that when things got rough the right thing to do was to find a cove and anchor in
some clam water until the storm passed. Hence the name.
Lisa Kibblewhite, Calm Waters’ director of development, is a New Zealander who has been a very competitive sailor herself, competing in events like the J-24 Rolex Women’s International Championship in
Newport, so this is a great fit in many ways. Our interest is that we’re inviting non-sailors to raise awareness of our lake, our programs and our club.
There will be a silent auction and food will be provided by the club. TSC will buy and cook the meat, but
we need everyone to contribute an appetizer, side dish or dessert. We expect up to 50 people in addition to
our regular monthly meeting attendance, with about 20 crew signed up already and some of them bringing
guests for dinner.
If Ted, Karen or Les hasn’t already asked you to skipper in this one, please contact us – the more boats we
have the more participants we can accommodate. If your boat is 19 feet or larger it’s big enough, and it
truly does not matter if you’ve ever raced – this will be a very relaxed event, with Janie Davis kindly volunteering as PRO.
New members: This is a terrific opportunity to get your feet wet!
Thank you, thank you, thank you
Les Cummings for getting the grant for the safety boat kits; Justin Tuck, Les, Roger Elliott and the many
others who have done so much work already this year at the BoatHouse; Phil Moershel and Mary Ann
Secrist for organizing the Mardi Gras parade entry; Les, Rick Shaw, Mike Klatt, Glede Holman, Corbett
and the players yet to be named who are volunteering to teach our 2009 classes; Karen Thurston for charging forth with the charity regatta; Paul Reynolds for organizing work days and everyone else who keeps it
all running!
Happy Easter, everyone.
I’ll be back in town for the Blessing of the Fleet and hope to see you then.
Ted
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Treasurer: Dave Craigie

Happy Birthdays for April/May
April

Greetings Sailors,
Things are going well both financially and membership-wise
with TSC. Our membership now stands at over 90 members
in good standing, with several more that will possibly renew
their memberships. This is the highest number that I have
seen in my several years as Treasurer and perhaps a record
high for the club. Looking good!!
I suppose there are a lot of contributing factors for this
growth; the BoatHouse primarily along with our educational
goals and the activities that we support. But a lot has to do
with our exposure on the Internet and the ability for new
members to find us, submit membership and pay online.
I know it is not possible, and it certainly is not mandatory that
members show up at every meeting and club function. But I
sure would like to see more members show up for the
monthly meetings and other club functions. If you haven’t
come out lately, make it a point to come out sometime and
join the fun. The next club meeting with the Blessing of the
Fleet would be a good time to dust off the cobwebs and make
sure you are ready for the sailing season. If you don’t own a
boat, come out early enough and snag a ride on someone’s
boat. The skippers can always use more crew :+)
If you are wondering what is going on with the club, the current information is always in the latest Mainsheet and long
term, everything is available on the club website. If you have
any questions, you can always call any of the officers listed.

In Other News:
For more boring news, our financial condition is very similar
to last year at this time. As of 3/17/09 we have $4652 in our
checking account. There are no unpaid bills that I know of.
This amount of money is enough to carry us through the next
fiscal year in good fashion. Thank You to all who have
continued to support the TSC and who have made contributions to the BoatHouse and the LTEF.
If you have still not renewed your membership……it is
never too late to continue your support.
If you would like to renew your membership online, go to the
club website www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org click on the
membership section and then finish with a credit card payment through Pay Pal. Or get in touch with me and we can
make other arrangements. Thanks!!
See you on the water
David

Lorrie Sylvester
Cheri Elliott
Jim Kasbohm

4/15
4/19
4/29
May

Bill Spens
Tim Agin
Bill Brackett
Aaron McDonald
Rick Shaw
Cleo Haines
Pam Bradford
George Morin
Kathy Anderson
Jennifer Gragg

5/1
5/3
5/4
5/4
5/9
5/13
5/14
5/17
5/22
5/24

If corrections/additions, please contact Dave Craigie!

Welcome Aboard: Garry and Carol!
The TSC welcomes our newest members:
Garry & Carol Souders
5707 Earl Dr.
Shawnee OK 74801
garrysouders@gmail.com and they sail a Hunter 14.6
and
Isaac and Angela Finkbeiner of Norman
OMRF ANNUAL
FLEMING
SCHOLAR
DINNER AND A
SAIL
WE NEED:
BOATS/CREW !
WEDNESDAY
JUNE 10, 2009
DINNER AT 6PM
SAILING FROM
7 to 9 PM.
CONTACT LES
TO SIGN UP.
823-2342

Page 5

Vice Commodore: Sam Tiffany

Regatta Judicata and Splash Day

Our speaker at this month’s club meeting on April
18 will be Randy Worden from the Central Oklahoma Master Conservancy District. He’ll be letting
us know about a study that was done to investigate the
feasibility of constructing another pipeline from Lake
Atoka to central Oklahoma and how it could impact
Lake Thunderbird.
Last month’s speaker, Bob King of Candid Color Systems, wanted to let everyone know that he enjoyed his
visit to our meeting. He was impressed with the Boathouse and with how friendly everyone was. Here are
some of the websites from his presentation –
Here are the links to the websites with great sailing photography:
http://www.sailingahead.com/pictures/sailingphotography.htm
http://www.vanderwal.com/
nautical_stock_photography.aspx
http://www.ultimatesailing.com/AllHands/index.html
http://www.mcdonaldphoto.com/

Fleet Captain: Karen Thurston

Kid’s Sailing Camp HELP NEEDED!
The 1st camp is 6/8 thru 6/13 and the 2nd
Camp is July 6-11. Les and Corbett, instructors for the 1st and 2nd camps respectively need help. Please contact Les at
les-cummings@omrf.org or 823-2342 or
Corbett at cb8917@att.com or 447-4974 to
volunteer! Registrations are coming in already.

TSC Skippers and Crew:
After we clean our boats next Saturday for SPLASH
DAY (April 11th at 12:00p), we will be ready for racing—or at least sailing lawyers around the lake for charity.
I have several skippers who have committed to helping
with our RACE JUDICATA on Saturday May 16th, but
we need many more! The more lawyers we can fit on
our boats, the more money we raise for Calm Waters, a
wonderful charity. This will be held in the afternoon/
evening of our regular TSC meeting day. This allows
TSC to host a great dinner and get to meet and greet
potential new members!
I have commitments from the following skippers:
Paul Reynolds
Karen Thurston
Les Cummings
Phil Moershel
Sam Tiffany
Ted Streuli
If you can skipper with your boat OR can skipper on
someone else’s boat, PLEASE call me at 401-8454.
THANKS!!!
Karen

SEPTEMBER 26, 2009
THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE HOSTS 7TH ANNUAL
CAST FOR KIDS FISHING DERBY
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BOATHOUSE 2009
SPRING CLEANING UPDATE

LTEF Sells Sunbird
Much thanks to Justin Tuck for his help in selling the boat and
preparing it for transit to Amarillo by its new owner.

The past month has seen lots going on at the BoatHouse on the weekends to get ready for the new
sailing and boating season.
On Saturday April 4 a fine work-crew was on hand
to work at the BoatHouse both inside and out. For
a while he library and office areas were the center
of attention and when the dust settled, both the new
fridge and the freezer were moved from the library
to the office area. To make room for those items,
the desk was moved to the west wall in the library.
In addition metal cabinets were moved into the office area providing more storage. And they also
moved the TV and stand into the main hall to give
more room in the office/storage area. Good ideas!
Twelve hardworking volunteers accomplished a
surprising amount of work: airing the tires, fixing
flats, sweeping leaves, cleaning the kitchen, rearranging the library and office, selling the Sunbird,
replacing batteries, launching the Zodiac, showing
visitors around, event planning, cleaning up the
beach, shipping off the OU boats and trailers, identifying hulls for repair, moving boats and
clearing space in the yard, and most amazing - rigging and setting 5 buoys. The eye-splicing firm of
Boren, Cummings, Holman, Tiffany &
Waller quickly ran out of thimbles.

Much thanks to all: Karen T., Les, Roger, Justin,
Sam, Altus, Jim, Dave C., Kerry, Glede, Paul,
Greg Horneber and of course, those hard working Sea Scouts. This was a fine way to spend a
Saturday. Thank you all for your hard work and
accomplishments!
Paul R.

FOLLOWING IS A NOTE FROM THE NEW OWNER,
JASON CONLEY, SENT TO JUSTIN. ITS GREAT THAT
SOMEONE WILL TAKE PRIDE IN THEIR NEW BOAT
AND TAKE GOOD CARE OF HER! SHE JUST DIDN’T
FIT INTO OUR TRAINING PROGRAM :+(
“Justin,
Well, after one seriously windy trip home I
finally put her in the driveway at 9:30. I
can't say thanks enough for all you're help.
About a year ago Crystal and I sold our
house and every thing we owned to follow a
small dream we had of sailing the gulf and
the ICW. After one trip to the gulf (Corpus
Cristi) we decided that was where we
wanted to live.
After six long months in an apartment, our
parents completely freaking out that we
were actually going to move, the economy craping out, and taking at least my
401k with it, we decided to stay in Amarillo
(with our jobs).
This boat was just what we needed to keep
the dream alive. I know she needs a little
work but that's half the fun. We'll get there
eventually, but for now she will do us perfectly.
Thanks for everything,
Jason, Crystal and Desdemona
(Jimmy Buffett, Banana Wind)
Amarillo, Texas”
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LTEF is awarded a 2009 grant from the

National Water Safety Congress
The matching grant has funded safety equipment for all five BH Safety Boats!
Thanks to the National Water Safety Congress, the Thunderbird Sailing Club, the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse,
West Marine and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation we now have 5 complete safety kits for each of our
five safety boats.
Included in the kit for each boat are: 4 fenders, 100’ of anchor line with 5’ chain and a 15# mushroom anchor, one
throwable PFD, 4 10’ dock lines, 1 50’ poly tow rope, 1 Standard Horizon VHF with weather alarm, one heat shield
blanket, one weekender first aid kit, one LED flashlight, one 5# BC fire extinguisher, one boathook/extendable paddle and a 36” waterproof duffel bag. The BoatHouse safetyboat fleet consists of the 13’ Zodiac inflatable, 20’ Sprint,
with 100hp Mercury, 17’ Wellcraft with 6 cyl inboard, the Hargis fishing boat with 25hp Johnson , and the Carolina
Skiff with 15hp Mercury. Thanks to David Craigie for helping Les set up the safety kit duffel bags.
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Secretary report: Elsbeth Dowd
SEASCOUT NEWS
FROM
SKIPPER, RICK SHAW

1972 CATALINA 22 FOR SALE
CONTACT RICK SHAW 306-8597

Board Minutes 3-28-09:
Treasurer’s report: Money in the bank!
1. Details of Splash Day (Karen organizing)
Saturday, April 11 (NOT Easter Sunday)
Get everyone out cleaning their boats. Karen made a safety
checklist, with a map of the lake on the back. Will look into
the price of laminating, so that people can have map for racing. Also Ted can make a PDF so that its available on the
website.
They are doing repairs on the waterlines on the docks, supposedly should be done by April. Will have powerwashers
out on dock.
Karen will contact Scouts – they are cleaning boats as a fundraiser. Must contact Rick Shaw to schedule cleaning.
2. Blessing of the Fleet (Ted organizing)

SPRING BOAT CLEANING!
Services offered by Appointment Only!
Sea Scout Ship #5790
See below!

Skipper Rick also announces that
the Sea Scouts are offering spring
boat cleaning by appointment only.
Cost is $1 per foot. Call Rick at
306-8597

(Karen won’t be here.)
Saturday, April 18
Rev. Matt Meinke has agreed to do a Blessing of the Fleet, a
short ceremony on the water to ensure a safe season. Way to
get the season started, to get people sailing. Same day as
meeting, where Randy Warden will talk about piping water
from Lake Atoka to Lake Thunderbird (about 20 minutes).
Matt needs to do it as late in the afternoon as he can, announcement has been made for about 4pm. We have a big
bell, he could ring it at the end of the dock and everyone
could sail by to be blessed. Someone (Elsbeth?) should take
pictures as the boats all sail by. Hopefully if several of us
know what we are doing everyone else will follow. We
should offer this to the rest of the Lake – someone (?) is posting it at the gate. Ted will call Andy to have an announcement put in the Transcript. Ted will get with Matt to see if
there’s some appropriate text that he can use.
Sail by is at 4pm, then people can put their boats up before
the meeting.
If it’s too windy he could do a blessing at the meeting, and
people can bring part of their boat (paddle, etc.)
3. Race Judicata – charity sail

Spring Keelboat Class!
At the BoatHouse: Start April 17, 2009

TO ENROLL or FOR INFO!
CONTACT RICK SHAW AT:
shaw9939@sbcglobal.net
Or call 405-306-8597!

May 16 – this is also our meeting for the month
Calm waters folks are thrilled and excited! Exec director is
also on board of the Norman Community Foundation, which
is good. Back story – Calm Waters does support groups,
counseling, provide resources for kids experiencing family
problems. Got started because a 10-year-old boy whose father had died was first client, and the boy remembered sailing
with his father and his father telling him when things got
rough, find a cove and calm waters and wait it out. Much
discussion was held regarding the regatta and is not room in
the Mainsheet for all the details. See info in this Mainsheet.
Elsbeth Dowd, Secretary
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Preliminary TSC/BoatHouse Schedule (Subject to Change)
2009
DAY
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Fri
Sat-Sun
Sat
Fri
Sat-Sun
Wed
Sat
Thur-Sun
Sat
Sat
Wed
Wed
Sat
Sat
Mon-Sat
Wed
Wed
Sat
Mon-Sat
Wed
Mon-Sat
Wed
Sat
Sat
Sat
Wed
Sat-Sun
Sat
Mon-Sat
Wed
Mon
Fri
Sat-Sun
Sat
Fri
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sat

DATE
2/21
3/21
3/28
4/4
4/11
4/17
4/18-4/19
4/18
4/24
4/25-4/26

TIME
6:00p
6:00p
all day
10a-2p
6:00p
all day
6:00p
6:00p
all day

5/6
5/9
5/14-5/17
5/16
5/23?
5/20
6/3
6/6
6/6

varies
various
all day

9a-5p

6/8-6/13
6/10
6/17
6/20

evening
6:00p

6/22-6/27
7/1
7/6-7/11
7/15
7/18
7/25
8/1
8/5
8/15-8/16
8/15

6:00p
all day

6:30a-5p
6:00p

8/17-8/22
8/19
9/7
9/18
9/19-9/20
9/19
9/25
9/26-9/27
9/26
10/4
10/17
11/1
11/17

12/12

6:00p
all day
6:00p
6:00p
all day
all day
6:00p
all day
6:00p
6:00p

EVENT
Norman Mardi Gras Parade (NO TSC MTG)
TSC meeting
Sooner Bass (Veranda Only)
BH Workparty
Splash Day
Basic Keelboat Part I: classroom
Basic Keelboat Part I: on-the-water
TSC meeting
Basic Keelboat Part II: classroom
Basic Keelboat Part II: on-the-water
Commodore's Cup Race
Possible fun race
US Sailing Level 1 Instructor class
Calm Waters Fundraiser Regatta/TSC meeting after regatta
Sooner Bass Club
Commodore's Cup Race
Commodore's Cup Race
NASBLA Safety Course (Coast Guard)
TSC Full Moon Raft-up
Sailing Smart Camp I —LES CUMMINGS
OMRF dinner and sail
Commodore's Cup Race
TSC meeting
Adult Small Boat Sailing class
Commodore's Cup Race
Sailing Smart Camp II—CORBETT BROWN
Commodore's Cup Race
TSC meeting
TSC Fun Regatta/CSSA Jr. #3 Circuit Stop
Possible fun race
Commodore's Cup Race
Sooner Bass Championship
TSC meeting
NROTC class
Commodore's Cup Race
Labor Day gathering & McDonald's Cup
Basic Keelboat Part I: classroom
Basic Keelboat Part I: on-the-water
TSC meeting--Pirate Day
Basic Keelboat Part II: classroom
Basic Keelboat Part II: on-the-water
CAST for Kids
Layton Memorial Regatta
TSC meeting
Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta
TSC meeting
TSC Holiday Party/Awards Ceremony
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Between the ages of 14-21?

Join the Sea Scouts!
Do you like to sail, but don’t have a boat or
a crew?

Join the Sea Scouts!
Is the only thing that you do on Saturday is
cut the grass or watch TV?

Join the Sea Scouts!
Do you know any teenagers that would like
to have fun learning to sail?
Bring them to the Sea Scouts!
The Sea Scout Ship has a fine fleet of small sailboats as well as larger keelboats. Instructors have
U.S. Sailing Credentials.
◊

Saturdays from 10am-2pm at the beautiful
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at Thunderbird
State Park.

◊

For more info contact Skipper Rick Shaw 3068597 by phone or email
Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net

◊

For all young men and women of good character between the ages of 14 and 21.

◊

The recent membership drive has been very
successful, the Sea Scout Ship now has many
new members and a crew of over 20 including
adults!

◊

Learn to Scuba Dive

◊

Participate in community activities

◊

Have lots of fun on the water

◊

Learn important boating safety rules and regulations

Phone numbers you should know.
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Little River Marina: Bob Davis
office 364-8335 (c) 823-5077
BH Management
447-4974
Lake Patrol
425-2143
Cleveland Co. Sheriff
321-8600
TBird Park office
364-7634
TBird Park Ranger
360-3572
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Swedish exchange student sails for the first time.
At the March meeting Barbara Schindler’s guest was a Swedish exchange student that is currently staying with her.
Her name is Vanessa and although she is a high school student, she could easily pass for a university student. We
spoke of sailing and she said that she had never done this. When I suggested that we do this some time, the idea
seemed to interest her.
We made arrangements to sail the next day aboard Incipient. The weather called for high winds in the afternoon so at
10 am sharp we left the dock, and it was still wiiiindy!!.. But sail we did under a double reefed main and a hankie of a
jib.
It was not the longest sail, nor the most comfortable weather-wise. But I had fun and I don’t think I scared Barbara
of Vanessa too much. We tacked back and forth around the dam and then we jibed and ran with the wind to my favorite anchorage off of Zoom Beach.
We set anchor under sail and had happy hour, soft drinks of course for Vanessa. Because the wind had picked up
considerably during our sail, we motored back into the wind. “Gentleman don’t tack into the wind” is a good thought
sometime. The return to the slip was uneventful and I for one had a good time. Thank you Barbara for bringing
Vanessa and for sailing on Incipient.
David Craigie
Venessa and the man from Eskimo Joes

Barbara and Venessa hold
on for dearlife!

Do you need a boat slip for the summer?

Remember when: May 30, 2004

I will be gone from May 16th until August
16th, three months and my slip will be available. If you would like to sublease this slip
for the prime months this summer, please
get in touch with me ASAP. I am on C
dock, slip 3 I think. It is the second slip on
the right.

Fair Winds,
David Craigie, 613-7774
Bill oversees Chad and JB’s cooking! :+)
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Next Meeting:
Saturday, April 18
6 PM

Program: Randy Worden
Manager
Central Oklahoma Master Conservancy
Bring a dish to share!

2009 Executive Committee
Commodore:
Vice-Comm:
Rear-Comm:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Fleet Captain

Ted Streuli
ted@tedstreuli.com
Sam Tiffany
stiffany@powercosts.com
Altus Boren
altusboren@yahoo.com
Elsbeth Dowd
efield@ou.edu
David Craigie
incipient@msn.com
Karen Thurston
karen_thurston@cox.net

605-8073 (h)
589-0981 (m)
793-1398 (h)
822-3280 (m)
802-8869 (m)
579-0424 (h)
609-540-2425 (m)
741-2555 (h)
613-7774 (m)
401-8454 (m)

Past-Comm:

Phil Moershel
364-6304 (h)
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 208-1532 (m)

M'sheet Ed:

Les Cummings
les-cummings@omrf.org

823-2342 (m)
271-7188 (w)

Your 2009 officers! From left, Sam Tiffany, Vice-Commodore,
Elsbeth Dowd, Secretary, Karen Thurston, Fleet Captain, Ted
Streuli, Commodore, David Craigie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, PastCommodore and Altus Boren, Rear Commodore not shown.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

