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Greetings, Thundersailors!
As we enjoy the mildest winter in recent memory, the board
is rapidly finalizing the 2009 club calendar, which is now
available on the Web site and page 7 of the Mainsheet.
The new calendar format is a Google application that you can
use to send reminders to your e-mail address or customize in
other ways. When you click on a specific event a balloon will
pop up to show the event’s details, some of which are still
being filled in.
The contacts page has also been updated and now includes
photos of the board members. It’s always preferable to have a
face to go with a name, especially for our new members who
are trying to get better acquainted.
In 2008 we set out to grow membership by 10 percent and
ended up adding nearly 30 percent to the rolls. We’re on a
similar quest this year. More members mean more hands to
do the work, more people at social events, more racers on the
lake, more ideas, more energy – more fun!
New members come from several sources: existing sailors
who are invited by a member; new sailors who take a class at
the BoatHouse; and non-sailors who we introduce to the
sport.
We are working on adding at least one more adult class that
could be offered through Oklahoma City Community College. We’re also organizing at least two events for non-sailors
to get out on the water and become acquainted with our club
and programs.
If you can assist with those events by taking a couple of people out on your boat, please sign up for our Hospitality Fleet.
Having a database of members who are willing to participate
and knowing how many people they can accommodate on
their boat really helps make organizing such events much,
much easier. Drop me a note if you’d like to participate in
some of our membership events.
Remember: No club meeting in February. Instead, we’ll
participate in the Norman Mardi Gras parade Feb. 21.
Contact Phil Moershel, Sam Tiffany or Mary Anne Secrist for details.
Fun stuff on the horizon: Our official Opening Day Sail, with
a Blessing of the Fleet to be conducted by Rev. Matt Meinke,
the afternoon of April 18 prior to our regular meeting.
Until then, may your sails be full and your bilge empty!
Commodore Ted, Skipper of the Slow Sloop “Seascape”

Past-Commodore message: Phil Moershel
Sail Mardi Gras
Attention Thundersailors:
Come celebrate Mardi Gras in Norman February
21. The theme of this years parade is “Ancient Cultures Caught In A Time Warp”. Lets all gather at
4:30 PM on Comanche street in down town Norman,
south of the Norman transcript building or thereabouts to decorate our boat full of ancient mariners.
Sam Tiffany has ordered a boat load of beads and
stuff to toss to the hordes. We will have lights and a
generator to decorate the boat. Come dressed in full
Mardi Gras regalia or as an ancient mariner.
Please bring snacks, take out pizza or hot chocolate
to keep us fortified as we turn our boat into a time
warp spectacle. The parade will sail its course
through downtown Norman beginning around 6:30.
Remember we are taking this wild ride through Norman instead of our normal monthly meeting at the
Boathouse.
If you have questions or in case of severe weather…
Call Phil Moershel, Mary Anne Secrist or Sam Tiffany! Phil and Sam’s phone numbers/email on back
page.
Below are TSC members and the Craigie’s “Incipient” at the 2008 Parade!
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Vice Commodore: Sam Tiffany
Greetings from your Vice Commodore!
Our January meeting was well attended, but our scheduled guest speaker, Bob King of Candid Color was unable to make it. He’ll be here for our March meeting
with tips on getting a good sailboat photo.
Remember, no meeting at the Boathouse this month
– we’ll be reveling in Norman at the 15th annual Mardi
Gras parade instead! Plans are to meet at the Norman
Transcript parking lot on Comanche St. (just east of the
railroad tracks) at 4:30 to decorate the float (my Flying
Scot), tailgate, and socialize. The parade entries will be
lining up at 5:30 and the parade will start at 6:45. The
theme this year is "Celebrating Ancient Cultures -- In A
Time Warp,” so come dressed as ancient mariners, ancient Egyptians, or ancient Egyptian mariners (Admiral
Nelson, Bluebeard, Captain Hook, Cleopatra, Captain
Ahab…). We have plenty of beads to toss to the spectators; if you want to toss candy or anything else, feel free
to bring it. Be sure and thank Phil Moershel and Mary
Anne Secrist for organizing this year’s parade entry for
us!
This sailor hasn't been a member of TSC for long, but
I'm excited about being asked to serve as your Vice
Commodore this year. I have a few ideas for our meeting programs, but I need input from you - ideas for programs you want and contact information for people you
know that we can invite to come speak, give demonstrations, etc. You can help out by sending your ideas/ contact info to me at:
sam@thunderbirdsailingclub.org
Does is seem like the news these days is all negative?
Does it seem like the ship of state is sailing backwards? Does it seem like your own ship of state is
sailing backwards? Well, cheer up! Sometimes sailing
backwards can be a good thing. Nautical term
of the month.... sailing backwards.
Skills: Sailing Backwards
One of the more fun things to practice is backwards
sailing. It seems like the boat shouldn't go that way, but
this is a handy skill if you happen to be going over the
line early, or if you want someone behind you to pass
quickly. To begin, sail on a close-hauled course. Then
head straight into the wind, and wait for the boat to
stop. Once you are stopped, push the boom out until it
is perpendicular to the wind. At this point, the boat
should be moving backwards

Vice Commodore: Continued

Now the rudder will be acting completely differently
from what it usually does. You will need to steer opposite the way in which you are accustomed. To go backwards quickly, sail on a starboard tack, close-hauled
course. Then head up until the bow just crosses head to
wind, and the sail has gone over your head. Reach up
and push it out, while simultaneously pulling the tiller
back toward you, to pull the boat back to the starboard
tack, but only about 5 degrees off the wind.
Then, wait for the boat to start backing up. At this
point, you will need to push the tiller away again to
keep the boat on course. This method works the same
on the port tack.
Johnson, Mark. “Racing Basics.” 1995. http://
www.uiowa.edu/~sail/skills/racing_basics/
chap3.shtml

Birthdays for Feb/March
If your birthday isn’t listed, please update your information with Dave Craigie at incipient@msn.com.

February
Virginia Fitzpatrick
Vicki Palone
Gray Graham
Glenda Anderson
Liz Hedrick
David Hendricks
Florence McCann
Fabiola Spens
Isaac Finkbeiner

2/5
2/6
2/8
2/9
2/13
2/20
2/23
2/25
2/27

March
Camisa Stewart
Paul Reynolds
Jacques Landry
Rachel Agin
J. Alva Brockus
David Brockus
Ann Luppens
Barbara Cummings
Catherine Morin
Kathleen Smith

3/13
3/14
3/15
3/18
3/19
3/19
3/19
3/21
3/21
3/26

How to get new members? Just ask them!!

Page 3

FLEET CAPTAIN: Karen Thurston
TSC Racers, cruisers, crew, and drinkers (it takes a
village to race a boat!),
The new calendar should be on the website soon.
Obviously, there is no sailing planned for February
and March because it is just too cold (please take
advantage of any gorgeous days!).
The first event will be a Splash Day at the dock
Saturday April 11th. I will try to work with Bob
Davis to get water supplied to the slips by April so
we can use power washers. We will have a group
boat cleaning, engine check, and safety check so
that we can all help each other with questions--no,
I do not expect anyone else to clean my boat! :)
The Commodore’s Cup series will be held the first
and third Wednesdays of each month starting in
May. We will also do some fun events on weekends (full moon raft-up and such).
If you have been an active racer, I hope you continue. If you have not been racing, please take advantage of this opportunity to get on the water (you
don’t even need to own a boat—there are plenty of
spaces to crew).
We are not a real serious group, but we have some
serious fun!!!
Sail Fast,
Karen
DOGWOOD 2008

LTEF Update: Les Cummings
Board Elections/Other
The LTEF held its annual board meeting at the Family
Medicine Clinic on Thursday, January 29. Connie Divine gave the treasurer’s report, Chad Cox gave the secretary’s report. Les Cummings gave a report on Fundraising and thanked those LTEF board members who
continue to donate to the LTEF. A motion was made,
seconded and approved to retain Larry Pace, CPA to
perform the financial review and file the IRS form 990.
Roger Elliott gave a BoatHouse report and distributed
the BH financial report. The LTEF board was very
pleased regarding the terrific job that the BoatHouse
Management Committee does as well as the BH volunteers. Les Cummings reported that the BoatHouse Volunteers provided over 2,400 hours of volunteer time this
past year and he has had the new Volunteer Poster
printed and a new frame is on order.
Mr. David Lynch of the Oklahoma Lake Patrol gave a
presentation regarding the possible construction of an
Oklahoma Natural Resources Activities Center on the
site of the old bath house building on the north end of
Indian Point area. He asked if it may be possible to
partner with the LTEF insofar as us handling the income/expenses and the 501©(3) requirements. The
general consensus was that it would probably not be a
good idea to use the LTEF as the 501©(3) for them as
they will be contacting many of the same donors that
the LTEF uses for its various projects. It was suggested
that they contact the Norman Community Fund for nonprofit management support. We told them that we support their efforts and would be pleased to provide (if
dates are available) the BH for their programs prior to
having their building constructed.
Unaudited 2008 financials for the LTEF as follows:
Income:
$12,170.21
From all sources
Expenses:
8,736.29
Operating expenses
Total
$ 3,433.92
Increase in funds
Less $8,000.00 transferred to the Endowment leaving a
net cash reduction of $4.566.08. Bank Balances are:
Checking
$ 5,983.10
$13,730.01
Money Market
$ 7,746.91 Total:
Endowment: Fund3 $17,215.98 Fund2 $5,321.22

The board re-elected Roger Elliott, President, Dr. Frank
Lawler, VP, Dr. Chad Cox, Secretary, and Connie Divine as Treasurer. Ted Streuli was welcomed to the
board representing the TSC per LTEF bylaws and the
board expressed their appreciation to Phil Moershel for
his work on the board last year representing the TSC.
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Treasurer: Dave Craigie

Membership Information

Greetings Sailors,
Jib booms and bobstays and a thousand million cheers. Calling all land sharks, it’s time again for the Mardi Gras Parade
in Norman. Last year was our first year to do this and it was a
booming success. I am sure that everyone who went had a
ball. I know that I did. This year’s theme is supposed to be
something like old English. But I am betting that getting
dressed up like a pirate will probably do the trick. I think they
had pirates back in old English times?
I am going to bring the grandkids along this time and I challenge you to bring your children or grandchildren. It is after
all a family event and surely you have kids that would like to
be in a parade. How often does that happen? So, come the
third Saturday this month, the time we would regularly be at
the BoatHouse for a meeting, let’s all get decked out in period costumes and demonstrate the people of Norman what a
family friendly group we are at TSC. The time and place to
meet for this event is mentioned elsewhere in this Mainsheet.

If any of your membership information has
changed, please contact:
David Craigie Incipient@MSN.com
405 741 2555
Just want to take this opportunity to thank those TSC members who donated to the LTEF when they paid their 2009 TSC
dues. These funds are very important to the LTEF to help
provide funding for equipment/program purchases for the
BoatHouse and its programs like the CAST for Kids Fishing
Derby.
Thank you for your contributions!
Roger

In Other News:
Still lacking a few familiar faces that I hope will renew and
continue to support TSC. If you have not renewed yet, please
do so ASAP. We do need you and we do need your support.
Thanks You.
If you would like to renew your membership on line, go to
the club website www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org click on the
membership section and then finish with a credit card payment through Pay Pal.
See you on the water
David Craigie

June and July Kid’s Sailing Camp
Plan now to lend a hand for the 2009 June
and July sailing camps. The dates are:
Monday, June 8 thru Saturday June 13
(Principal Instructor: Les Cummings)

And
Monday, July 6 thru Saturday July 11
(Principal Instructor: TBA)

Liane Ozmun
and her Dad,
Reggie Frank,
enjoying Pirate
Day at the BoatHouse back in
2007.
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BOATHOUSE LIBRARY REMODEL
The library remodel project continues to progress. As you may remember, the Communities Foundation of Oklahoma funded a $1,000 grant a couple years ago for the library remodel. Twenty-four linear feet of beautiful new
wood cabinets are now installed on the north and south walls as you see below. We still need to install the cabinets’
shelving, the door pulls and remove the old metal cabinets. Master Carpenter, Kerry Knowles, has been working on
the project as he has had time. We appreciate his excellent woodworking skills. Thank you Kerry and thank you to
the Communities Foundation of Oklahoma!
In addition to the new cabinets, we will also have a very nice rolling cabinet that still needs some finishing touches
and will probably be located against the west wall. But as it has wheels, it can be moved wherever needed.
Barbara and Les have also steamed cleaned all 50 of the chairs in the main hall as well as all the other fabric chairs in
the building, they look great!
Finally, Roger and Cheri and Les and Barbara have donated funds to purchase a new refrigerator to be used primarily
for the TSC refreshments so we don’t have to have them in the “public” fridge in the kitchen. We thank Jerry Lojka,
Dave Craigie, and Les for transporting and moving the fridge into the BoatHouse. The photos below also show Captain Jerry Lojka stocking the new fridge with goodies and a photo of the fridge in the SW corner of the library.

Cap’n Jerry filling the fridge!

North wall storage cabinets

South wall storage cabinets.

THE NEW BH
FRIDGE
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“Winter at Lake Thunderbird”
Photos By: David Craigie January 2009
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Preliminary TSC/BoatHouse Schedule (Subject to Change)
2009
DAY
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Fri
Sat-Sun
Sat
Fri
Sat-Sun
Wed
Sat
Thur-Sun
Sat
Sat
Wed
Wed
Sat
Sat
Mon-Sat
Wed
Wed
Sat
Mon-Sat
Wed
Mon-Sat
Wed
Sat
Sat
Sat
Wed
Sat-Sun
Sat
Mon-Sat
Wed
Mon
Fri
Sat-Sun
Sat
Fri
Sat-Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat
Sat

DATE
2/21
3/21
3/28
4/4
4/11
4/17
4/18-4/19
4/18
4/24
4/25-4/26

TIME
6:00p
6:00p
all day
10a-2p
6:00p
all day
6:00p
6:00p
all day

5/6
5/9
5/14-5/17
5/16
5/16 or 5/23?
5/20
6/3
6/6
6/6

varies
6:00p
all day

9a-5p

6/8-6/13
6/10
6/17
6/20

evening
6:00p

6/22-6/27
7/1
7/6-7/11
7/15
7/18
7/25
8/1
8/5
8/15-8/16
8/15

6:00p
all day

6:30a-5p
6:00p

8/17-8/22
8/19
9/7
9/18
9/19-9/20
9/19
9/25
9/26-9/27
9/26
10/4
10/17
11/1
11/17

12/12

6:00p
all day
6:00p
6:00p
all day
all day
6:00p
all day
6:00p
6:00p

EVENT
Norman Mardi Gras Parade (NO TSC MTG)
TSC meeting
Sooner Bass (Veranda Only)
BH Workparty
Splash Day
Basic Keelboat Part I: classroom
Basic Keelboat Part I: on-the-water
TSC meeting
Basic Keelboat Part II: classroom
Basic Keelboat Part II: on-the-water
Commodore's Cup Race
Possible fun race
US Sailing Level 1 Instructor class
TSC meeting
Sooner Bass
Commodore's Cup Race
Commodore's Cup Race
NASBLA Safety Course (Coast Guard)
TSC Full Moon Raft-up
Sailing Smart Camp I
OMRF dinner and sail
Commodore's Cup Race
TSC meeting
Adult Small Boat Sailing class
Commodore's Cup Race
Sailing Smart Camp II
Commodore's Cup Race
TSC meeting
TSC Fun Regatta/CSSA Jr. #3 Circuit Stop
Possible fun race
Commodore's Cup Race
Sooner Bass Championship
TSC meeting
NROTC class
Commodore's Cup Race
Labor Day gathering & McDonald's Cup
Basic Keelboat Part I: classroom
Basic Keelboat Part I: on-the-water
TSC meeting--Pirate Day
Basic Keelboat Part II: classroom
Basic Keelboat Part II: on-the-water
CAST for Kids
Layton Memorial Regatta
TSC meeting
Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta
TSC meeting
TSC Holiday Party/Awards Ceremony
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2009 Executive Committee

Next Meeting:

NO MEETING IN
FEBRUARY
THE CLUB WILL PARTICIPATE IN
THE NORMAN MARDI GRAS
PARADE ON FEBRUARY 21
STARTS AROUND SUNDOWN!

Commodore:
Vice-Comm:
Rear-Comm:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Fleet Captain

Ted Streuli
ted@tedstreuli.com
Sam Tiffany
stiffany@powercosts.com
Altus Boren
altusboren@yahoo.com
Elsbeth Dowd
efield@ou.edu
David Craigie
incipient@msn.com
Karen Thurston
karen_thurston@cox.net

605-8073 (h)
589-0981 (m)
793-1398 (h)
822-3280 (m)
802-8869 (m)
579-0424 (h)
609-540-2425 (m)
741-2555 (h)
613-7774 (m)
401-8454 (m)

Past-Comm:

Phil Moershel
364-6304 (h)
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 208-1532 (m)

M'sheet Ed:

Les Cummings
les-cummings@omrf.org

823-2342 (m)
271-7188 (w)

Your 2009 officers! From left, Sam Tiffany, Vice-Commodore,
Elsbeth Dowd, Secretary, Karen Thurston, Fleet Captain, Ted
Streuli, Commodore, David Craigie, Treasurer, Phil Moershel, PastCommodore and Altus Boren, Rear Commodore not shown.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

