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Thunderbird Sailors 
Happy New Year! 
 
2007 was a year of extremes we had both record 
low and high water levels. We almost had to re-
name the Dogwood Regatta as the “Rototiller” re-
gatta. January 1, 2007 we were able to sail in 
shorts. Not this year. The New Year’s day shore 
party was jolly with lots of good folks and food, 
but 39 degrees, whitecaps and a stiff breeze made 
the first sail of the year only a resolution. 
 
I’d like to congratulate the winners of the Commo-
dores Cups. The competition was tough. Thanks to 
all the TSC sailors who were out for the Dogwood, 
cub races and the Hiram. I hope the fleet is prepar-
ing for an even bigger racing season with Fleet 
Captain Paul Reynolds. Be sure to volunteer early 
for his committee to avoid the press gang. 
 
Lots of great events are already planed by Vice 
Commodore Ted Streuli. For starters, it looks like 
the Pirate Day will become and annual event and 
there are several full moons through the summer 
for us to raft up by. The board will be working 
through the planned schedule at the January board 
meeting... stay tuned.... 
 
I hope to see every one turn out for the January 
membership meeting to hear from our TSC mem-
ber and US Coast Guard Auxiliary partner in the 
Boathouse Glede Holman. 
 
Hopefully I can get my New Year’s sail and reso-
lution in before then 
 
Phil 

Members of the TSC welcome Brandon Morgan and 
check out the new tractor at the New Year’s Day party 
at the BoatHouse.  From left to right are Fredrica 
Cottrell, Chad Cox, Mary Anne Secrist, Kerry Knowles, 
Brandon Morgan, and Phil Moershel. 
 
A wonderful turnout of some 35 members and 
guests came out even though the weather was quite 
cool and blustery preventing the traditional New 
Year’s Day sailing trip.  We thank all the folks for 
bringing the delicious food.   
Happy New Year1! 
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A familiar sight after the recent ice storms.  This photo shows 
the devastation of some beautiful trees in the front yard of 
Tad and Karen Thurston’s home in Norman.  Karen reports 
that they lost several trees as a result of the storm. 

 

CSSA Representative:  Karen Mellgren 

The annual meeting of the Central States Sailing Asso-
ciation was held in Tulsa on Nov. 3, 2007.  As your 
TSC representative, I attended the meeting along with 
other Board of Directors representing various sailing 
clubs, US Sailing, and fleets. 
  
After many committee reports, awards were handed out,  
officers elected, and bids taken for regattas and their 
dates in 2008 of which we will have three events. 
 

Dogwood Regatta    April 19-20 
  #4 Junior Regatta July 26 
  Hiram Regatta    Nov. 2 
TSC also has a tentative commitment to host the An-
nual  
Meeting at the BoatHouse on Nov. 1, the day before the  
Hiram Regatta.  
 

BASIC RACE MANAGEMENT SEMINAR! 
 
Oklahoma City Boat Club is hosting “Basic Race 
Management Seminar and Test” on Saturday Feb. 9 1-5  
and Sunday Feb. 10  8-12.  Please check out page 6 for 
more details. 
 
These events will be a great opportunity to learn more 
about racing, race management and logistics.   
Please let me know if you would like to participate, vol-
unteer or just learn more about what’s happening in 
2008!  Email me if you have questions at kmell-
gren@cox.net.  Hope to see you all at the Dogwood 
Regatta! 

 

The new (to us) tractor (above) purchased by the BoatHouse 
for use around the site and for moving boats to/from the lake.  
We thank Phil Moershel for negotiating with the vendor for 
us and making sure it has the accessories we need! 

Above is one of the many fun events in 2007 at the 
BoatHouse!  and……………… 
 
<<<<An excited Johnny Depp look-alike on the left!!! 
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Birthdays for Jan/Feb  
If your birthday isn’t listed, please update your in-
formation with Dave Craigie.  Thanks 

 

Treasurer: Dave Craigie 
 

Vice-Commodore:  Ted Streuli 

TSC’s Glede Holman 

 
Wanda Lively   1/1 January 
Karen Mellgren  1/2 
Mary  Doezema   1/3 
Connie Divine   1/4 
Rita Hendricks   1/9 
David Craigie    1/10 
Judy Vaughn   1/12 
Howard Haines   1/15 
Roger Elliott   1/17 
Alina  Ford   1/23 
Dorrie Trent   1/25 
Reggie Frank   1/26 
Laura Hamilton   1/26 
Walter Hedrick   1/30 
Virginia Fitzpatrick  2/5 February 
Gray Graham   2/8 
Glenda Anderson   2/9 
Liz Hedrick   2/13 
David Hendricks  2/20 
Florence McCann   2/23 
Fabiola Spens   2/25 

Not much happening lately.  It was a memorable Christmas 
party for those that were able to make it and a relaxing New 
Years Day, again for those that were able to make it out.  Too 
darned cold and windy for a traditional New Year’s Day sail 
but that happens sometimes in Oklahoma.  Last year was a 
wonderful year for our club and likely will be hard to top in 
2008.  But our new Commodore, Phil Moershel, has got his 
thinking cap on and I bet this will be a banner year too. 
 
Membership re-newals! 
 
If you are one of the many who have renewed, Thank 
You!!!!!! 
 
If you have not renewed your membership, please do so 
ASAP.  It can be done on line through our web site  
WWW.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org and pay with a credit 
card through Pay Pall.  Or you can get in touch with me and I 
will give you the need information for payment.  We appreci-
ate your continued support. 
 
 
Balance on 10-1-07   $2400.25 
Checks written              $2188.90 
Deposits    $3515.72 
 
 Balance 12-31-07   $3727.07 
See you on the water, thanks, David 

Two million. 
That’s the number of volunteer hours put in every 
year by members of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxil-
iary. Their members conduct free vessel safety 
checks, put on boating safety classes, and partici-
pate in harbor patrols, search and rescue efforts and 
marine environmental protection. 
When the Coast Guard Reserve was authorized by 
Congress in 1939, the Coast Guard was given a 
mandate to use civilian volunteers to promote 
safety on and over the high seas and the nation's 
navigable waters. The Coast Guard Reserve was 
then a non-military service comprised of unpaid, 
volunteer U.S. citizens who owned motorboats or 
yachts. 
Two years later, Congress amended the 1939 act 
with passage of the Auxiliary and Reserve Act of 
1941. Passage of this act designated the Reserve as 
a military branch of the active service, while the 
civilian volunteers, formerly referred to as the 
Coast Guard Reserve, became the Auxiliary. 
When America entered World War II, 50,000 Aux-
iliary members joined the war effort. They guarded 
waterfronts, carried out coastal picket patrols, res-
cued survivors from scuttled ships and did any-
thing else they were asked to do. Many of their pri-
vate vessels were placed into service. 
After the war, Auxiliarists resumed their recrea-
tional boating safety duties. The Auxiliary's four 
cornerstones - Vessel Examination, Education, Op-
erations and Fellowship - were established and re-
mained the Auxiliary's pillars. 
The auxiliary has 27,000 members nationwide, one 
of whom, Glede Holman, happens to be a member 
of the Thunderbird Sailing Club. Glede is a mem-
ber of the Oklahoma City Flotilla and will present 
our club program at the January meeting. 
See you there! 
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WELCOME HOME!   JANIE DAVIS 
 

A Sailor Looks at 50, and Returning to Oklahoma 
 
Good or bad, I’m on my way back to Oklahoma. I don’t really consider it home anymore, but I’m sure that I will in just a 
little while. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the east coast and my reasons for returning are very personal. My emotions 
are very mixed. 
 
I have learned so much about offshore sailing in the past two seasons. There is no community (besides quilters, of course) that 
welcome a newcomer like sailors. But quilters don’t drink a lot! 
 
I look forward to a much longer (more than doubled) sailing season, being much more comfortable with on-shore tempera-
tures in my newly acquired multiple coats collection,  and not having to walk those dogs 5 times per day; just open the back 
door and out they go. However the walking has been great for my blood pressure, cholesterol, and asthma. So if you are not 
out there moving, get off the couch. 
 
Sailing an hour or more out to the race course used to be something that I did at the Rolex or North Americans, etc. It became 
a way of life and a weekly ritual over the last two years. The Weather Channel as broadcast in Oklahoma doesn’t contain tide 
information (since we don’t have any) but it is probably more important on sailing days than the temperature forecast. It’s 
always cold on the Atlantic! I look forward to sailing with you in warmer weather! 
 
It has been so rewarding to monitor the developments at The Boat House and with the Lake Thunderbird Education Founda-
tion from so far away. Thank you to all the board members and officers that kept me updated and allowed me to stay active 
even though I could not attend meetings. I look forward to getting re-involved with all of the organizations that have been 
built since I first came to Lake Thunderbird in the late 1980’s. I also look forward to the conveniences of lake sailing. 
 
One of the funniest questions, and I guess  we all get this one when we travel, is “where do you sail in Oklahoma?” I usually 
ask people if they have looked at a map recently and realize that Oklahoma is not a coastal state however has much “blue” on 
the map. That gives me an opening to brag on our state for the reservoir building program undertaken in the 1950’s (I don’t 
remember it by the way; that was before my time!).  Stay warm and dry, and I hope to see you all very soon! 

Janie and her brother Jim in front of the 
famous Fisherman’s Memorial in Glouces-
ter, MA 

No, this is not an oil well in Massachu-
setts,  it is the famous Marblehead Light 
(with the steady green light). Built: 1896. 
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 I am looking forward to the 2008 season. One thing that is slipping over the horizon in a hurry is the Race 
Management Seminar at OCBC Feb. 9th and 10th. It is a half day each day and covers “…RC objectives, competition 
formats, notice of race, sailing instructions, RC jobs, RC equipment, race day preparations, setting the course, starts, 
during the race, finishing, post-race RC responsibilities and scoring.” It is a good deal ($40 for US Sailing members) 
and should help us put on some more great regattas. I think anyone who is even slightly interested in racing will 
benefit. It is often the case that the folks who run the races find it as much of a kick as those out there tearing up their 
boats. For more information here is the link: http://www.okcboatclub.com/events/race_management_seminar.pdf  
The deadline to register is Feb. 2. 
 
 I am hoping too that we can develop a larger contingent of folks capable and willing to run races, and as such 
we need a more permanent race committee – so, TA DAH - all hands on deck to thank Fredrica Cottrell for being the 
first to offer up her time and energy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
2007 Dogwood Regatta winners - Karen, Mary Anne, and Doris (picture shamelessly borrowed from the Club Gallery). 
 
 The race schedule is firming up but not yet complete. We are committed to the Dogwood Regatta on April 19 -20. It is 
not only our first race but the first race on the CSSA calendar. Here is a that link: http://www.cssasailing.org/calendar   We will 
have a Splash Day prior to the Dogwood. 
 
See you on the water. Paul Reynolds, Fleet Captain 

FLEET CAPTAIN:  Paul Reynolds 
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Oklahoma City Boat Club 

 Located at, East Wharf off Britton Road and Hefner  Parkway (405-751-8409)  
 Hosts the US SAILING Race Management Seminar 

The US SAILING Race Management Committee, Area F and the Oklahoma City  Boat  Club are sponsor-
ing this seminar. It is designed for people who have some  race committee experience. However, newcomers 
are also welcome. It  will be held at the Oklahoma City Boat Club beginning at 1300 on Saturday,  Febru-
ary  9, 2008. The topics covered include: RC objectives, competition formats,  notice of race, sailing instruc-
tions, RC jobs, RC equipment, race day  preparations, setting the course, starts, during the race, finishing,  
post-race RC responsibilities and scoring.  
  
The principal instructor for the seminar is Jim Tichenor, a US Sailing  National Race Officer and Senior 
Judge. Jim is also the past chairman of  the U S SAILING Race Management Committee. He will be as-
sisted by Bayless Kirtley and Ric Mallinson, who are also U S SAILING Race Officers or Judges.  At the 
seminar you will need your own copy of The Racing Rules of Sailing  ("RRS"), and you will be supplied a 
copy of the latest version of the  Join  the Race Committee Team . The seminar study questions are on the 
US SAILING  web site (www.ussailing.org/racemgt/documents/RMStudy-Basic.pdf). You should  complete 
the study questions to the seminar prior to the seminar  
 beginning.  
  
The objective tests, which are given at the conclusion of the seminar,  are  optional. However, in order to be 
certified in the US Sailing Race  Officer  Program, you are required to attend a basic or advanced seminar 
and pass  the tests at the required level. In order to be certified as a Club Race Officer  you will also need to 
have your own copy of the current US Sailing Race  Management Handbook, and meet the program's other 
criteria.  The workshop fee for U S SAILING members ($40.00) includes:  continental-breakfast, lunches 
and all workshop materials. You may register on-line or use the enclosed registration form. Advance regis-
tration is required, and the number of participants is limited to 35.The deadline for advance registrations is 
February 2, 2008.  

AGENDA 
 Saturday, February 9, 2008  

 1300 Registration  
 1330 Seminar begins  

  1700 Seminar concludes for the day  
  

 Sunday, February 10, 2008  
 0800 Continental breakfast  

 0830 Seminar continues  
  

 1115 Test (0.5 hours)  
 1200 Seminar concludes  

 For further information; Gary Sander at gksander@cox.net or 405-752-9597  
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TSC Annual Dues! 
$50 full, $25 Associate and $15 Student.  For 

more information go to: 
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org 

Membership Information 
 
If any of your membership information has changed, please 
contact: 
 
David Craigie 
101 W. Marshall Dr, Midwest City OK 73110 
405 741 2555       Incipient@MSN.com  
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  Next Meeting: 
Saturday January 19 at 6PM 

Guest Speaker: 
TSC member, Glede Holman 

USGC Auxiliary 
 

Bring a dish to share 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

2008 Executive Committee 
Commodore:           Phil Moershel  364-6304 (h) 
                                pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-Comm:           Ted Streuli                              605-8073 (h) 
                                ted@tedstreuli.com   589-0981 (m) 
Rear-Comm:           Kerry Knowles                      321-7968 
                                kmellgren@cox.net 
Secretary  Fredrica Cottrell  364-9902 (h)
  Fcottrell1@cox.net   760-2894 (m)
Treasurer:                David Craigie                         741-2555 
                                incipient@msn.com 
Fleet Captain Paul Reynolds   292-5364 (h) 
   par2058@yahoo.com 250-2093 (c) 
Past-Comm: Mary Anne Secrist 473-7591 (m) 
  m.secrist@sbcglobal.com 
M'sheet Ed:             Les Cummings                       823-2342 (c) 
                         les-cummings@omrf.org        271-7188 (w) 

Your 2008 officers!  From the left,  Kerry Knowles, Rear Com-
modore, Phil Moershel, Commodore, Mary Anne Secrist, Past-
Commodore, Ted Streuli, Vice-Commodore, Corbett Brown, 
Past-Past Commodore, Dave Craigie, Treasurer, Fredrica 
Cottrell, Secretary, Paul Reynolds, Fleet Captain, and Les Cum-
mings Mainsheet Editor. 


