
March 2008 

 
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with 

United States Sailing  & Central States Sailing Association 
P.O. Box 1652 

  Norman, Oklahoma 73070 
Note:  The TSC and BoatHouse are sharing this PO Box. 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 

Mainsheet 
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org 

 
 

Commodore: Phil Moershel 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Welcome aboard! 
New Member:  Justin Tuck 
Lives in Moore, Oklahoma 
Owner of a McGregor docked on “C” Dock at Little 
River and admits to being a ‘reformed power boater’ ! 

TSC Meeting  
February 16, 2008 

  
It was a dark and stormy night, but even that could not 
deter the beer lovers from attending the February TSC 
meeting!  Commodore Phil Moershel called the meeting 
to order after a great pot-luck dinner.  New member 
Orville Fisher was introduced.  Members are looking 
forward to inspecting the Mizzen mast of Orville's 30’ 
ketch. 
  
Paul Reynolds announced that Janie Davis will be the 
PRO for the Dogwood Regatta coming up April 19-
20.  A sheet was passed and volunteers signed up for 
regatta activities. 
  
Mardi Gras revelers were recognized as well as Dave 
and Joyce Craigie for providing their beautiful boat  
“Incipient” for the Norman downtown parade.  Thanks 
also to the Oklahoma City Boat Show volunteers. 
  
An interesting program on beer brewing was presented 
by Brewmaster, Mike Lalli of the Choc Brewery, lo-
cated at Pete’s Place in Krebs, Oklahoma.  He provided 
samples of their four main brews along with the story of 
the brewery.  Krebs Brewery also makes the private 
label beers for Louie's of Norman, Cattleman's of OKC, 
and Meer's near Medicine Park.  The meeting was over 
at 9PM. 
 ======================================= 
New member, Orville Fisher, is welcomed to his first 
meeting by Past-Commodore, Mary Anne Secrist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thundersailers 
 
It is one short month until the Dogwood regatta. 
Paul has been busy making arrangements with get-
ting a PRO  judge and all the jobs assigned out for 
that weekend.  We have had the pontoon and skiff 
out for test runs.  Ted has everything in place for 
us to register on line.  If you aren’t racing  please 
volunteer to help out.  The warm up commodores 
cup race  is on the April 13th, that means the time is 
NOW for getting your boat ready and back in the 
water!  With enough handicapping, maybe one of 
us can excel to that Oklahoma Sports Hall of 
Fame?   
 
Lake sweep is Saturday morning April 5th. We will 
be looking for volunteers to help out with registra-
tion and managing the hoards of OU students com-
ing to do their civic duty. The Boathouse will be 
the north side center of operations for the cleanup. 
Lake Sweep is being organized by “Friends of 
Lake Thunderbird”. 
 
Saint Patrick’s day is upon us, so I hope to see 
some corned beef and cabbage and green beer that 
this months meeting.  Please turn out for a bit of 
fellowship, really good beer left over from last 
month and to push for our place in the Hall of 
Fame. The board meeting will be at 4:30 pm  that 
afternoon.  See y’all on the 15th 
 
Phil 
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 Pete’s Place Brewery Introduces the TSC 
 to their terrific products! 
Brewmaster, Michael Lalli, brought a large cooler of 
iced down award winning brews from the famous 
Pete’s Place Brewery in Krebs, Oklahoma.  He dis-
cussed brewing techniques and answered many ques-
tions. Mike receives the famous BH cup from Phil. 

ITEMS FOR SALE! 
The following Items were donated by Ed 
and Jeanne Fowler along with their beauti-
ful 1998 17.5’ Wellcraft runabout and  EZ 
  Loader boat trailer.  

Our male model is none other than Ted  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ted shows off the nice pair of Rally Sport 
Cut and Jump water skis: asking $50/obo 

 
Purchase via Paypal on the TSC website or pay 
in cash or check to any TSC or LTEF officer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ted displays                 Don’t let Ted take 
a beautiful Connelly      this HydroSlide 
Kevlar Wingtail         Wakeboard for  
Slalom Ski:$100/obo     only $40/obo 
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Birthdays for March 
If your birthday isn’t listed, please update your in-
formation with Dave Craigie.  Thanks 

 

Treasurer: Dave Craigie 

 

SAFETY DIRCTOR:  Jerry Lojka 
 

 
Vice-Commodore:  Ted Streuli 

 
Paul Reynolds   3/14 March 
Jacques Landry  3/15 
Rachel Agin   3/18 
J. Alva Brockus  3/19 
David Brockus  3/19 
Ann Luppens   3/19 
John Ford   3/20 
Barbara Cummings  3/21 
Catherine Morin  3/21 

Happy Birthday! 

Our illustrious Treasurer is under the weather as we go 
to press.  He will get us up-to-date when we go to press 
with the April Mainsheet!  HE DID ASK THAT YOU 
PAY YOUR DUES IF YOU HAVE NOT DONE SO! 

Many, many thanks to the brewmaster from Kreb’s 
brewery for February’s tasty program! 
 
Joining us for the March 15 meeting will be W. 
Lynn Draper, president and CEO of the Jim Thorpe 
Association. 
 
The association also controls the Oklahoma Sports Hall 
of Fame, which was founded in 1986.  The Jim Thorpe 
Association provides $16,000 per year in scholarships 
to college athletes, and presents three annual football 
awards: High School All-State Player of the Year, The 
Jim Thorpe Award for the best collegiate defensive 
back in the nation and the Jim Thorpe Trophy for the 
NFL’s most valuable player. 
 
The Oklahoma Sports Hall of Fame became part of the 
Jim Thorpe Association in 1989. A 20-name ballot of 
the state's greatest sports figures is selected each year 
from a list of almost 150 nominees. Selection is based 
on accomplishments in sports and identification with 
Oklahoma. Voters select at least two inductees, while 
the honors committee selects additional honorees. 
 
There are about 115 member of the Hall of Fame repre-
senting football, baseball, basketball, rodeo, golf, ten-
nis, gymnastics, track and field, wrestling, boxing, auto 
racing and sports media. Alas, there are no sailors. Then 
again, there are no hockey players, either.  A renovated 
Hall of Fame museum is scheduled to open in Septem-
ber. 
 
The association sponsors many youth programs under 
the name Bright Path, which is the English translation 
of Jim Thorpe's Indian name, Wa-Tho-Huck. It is also 
the umbrella name for all Jim Thorpe Association ac-
tivities affecting children in elementary school through 
high school. The Jim Thorpe Association's Bright Path 
Youth Program is designed to encourage young people 
to participate in positive activities that promote health, 
fitness, academics and self-esteem, making them far 
less likely to accept negative influences and lifestyles. 
Changing hats … 
 
Registration for the Dogwood Regatta is available 
online at the club’s Web site. It will also allow you to 
pay the requisite CSSA membership and for your entry 
with a credit or debit card. The Web site is now also 
capable of accepting registrations for our sailing classes 
with credit card payments available. 

 

CPR/AED/FIRST AID CLASS OFFERED 
AT BOATHOUSE! 

Sailing Instructors and Other Volunteers: 
 
The sailing season is fast approaching. That means 
classes of both young and old students alike will be 
in our care.   
 
Instructors should check the expiration date of their 
CPR/First-aid cards. If the card expires during this 
teaching season you may want to take advantage of 
this class.  Volunteers who are interested in but not 
required to take the class are welcome to join us. 
   
The class will be at the BH March 20 from 6 to 10 
pm.  This is an American Heart class. Cost is $10 
per person, most of which goes back to the BH. 
Please me at jlojka@aol.com if you plan to at-
tend so I can bring adequate equipment. 
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Thunderbird Sailing Club presents 
                

                     

A two day Regatta, Saturday and Sunday, April 19-20, 2008 
A CSSA Sanctioned Event 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 

Friday April 18        
Registration   1800-2000 
Saturday April 19     Sunday April 20 
Registration, coffee, juice, donuts 0800-1000  Coffee, juice, donuts  0700 
Competitors’ meeting  1045   Harbor gun (approx)  0830 
Harbor gun (approx.)  1120   Warning signal 1st start  0855 
Warning Signal, 1st start (approx.)  1155   Warning signals for later races ASAP after previous finish 
Warning signals for later races ASAP after previous finish. No race will be started after: 1200 noon 
Refreshments and supper  1800   Trophy presentation:  1400 
       

Five Races Scheduled 

FLEETS: All keelboat, centerboard, and multihull classes are welcome. Four or more boats of the same class make a one-
design class; otherwise spinnaker, non-spinnaker, centerboard, and multihull handicap fleets. All boats shall conform to class 
rules. 
HANDICAPPING AND SCORING: Boats not competing as one-design classes shall be grouped as fleets and handicapped 
according to the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick with wind and correction factors.  Low point scoring.  
RULES:  The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2005-2008 Racing Rules of Sailing, and CSSA Sailing In-
structions with supplemental Local Appendix. 
TROPHIES: Two for four boat fleets; 3 for 5; and 4 for 8 or more. 

SCHEDULE:             

COST:   
Skipper and boat,$22.00; crew,$5.00 each. Skipper must be a member of CSSA or of their local Regional Sailing 
Association.  The $10 membership may be purchased at the regatta.  Skippers who are members of US Sailing will 
receive a $2 deduction.  
 

STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.  
 

Information: Paul Reynolds, Regatta Chair (405) 292-5364 or email par2058@yahoo.com 
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Dogwood Regatta 
 
DIRECTIONS:  From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road 
south ~12 miles to Alameda Drive; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the 
road starts to enter the lake.  Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, 
which will be the first right (east). 
From the South:  I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th 
Ave. to Alameda Drive; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to 
enter the lake.  Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, which will be the 
first right (east). 
 
FACILITES:  Ramp at Sailboat Point for centerboard boats and some fixed keelboats.  Deeper ramps 
1/4 mile south of Park office or 1 mile north of the BoatHouse.  Beach for hand-launching center-
boards at the BoatHouse. Courtesy docks adjacent to ramps and the BoatHouse.  

The BoatHouse is an ADA compliant facility with a super verandah and the cleanest bathrooms on the 
lake. The Hog Creek/Zoom Beach camping area 1 mile north of the BoatHouse will be open; please 
contact the Thunderbird State Park office at 405-364-7634 for further information.    
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Buoys anyone? 
On Sunday afternoon, February 24, Paul Reynolds (Fleet Captain) was host to the annual TSC Buoy Party 
including Marilyn Friend, Jim Waller, Phil Moershel, Roger Elliott, Les Cummings, Teresa Galoob and 
two new TSC members: Justin Tuck and Orville Fisher.  Welcome aboard Justin and Orville! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From left:  Justin Tuck, Jim Waller Phil Moershel, 
Orville Fisher, Marilyn Friend, Paul Reynolds, 
and Roger Elliott.   Teresa and Les not in photo. 

Orville Fisher in his new TSC sailing outfit!  He 
didn’t realize you need large hunks of concrete, 
plastic barrels, and a tractor to go sailing.  

The new tractor launches the “Jerry L.”   The trac-
tor works fine for launching and retrieving the 
boats.   After the buoys were set, Phil and Paul 
used the tractor to level out the boatramp. 

Phil Moershel did not have time to purchase the 
lead weights for the front of the tractor.  So guess 
who got that duty?  Photo was taken just before 
Roger was shot over the stern of the pontoon boat.  

On the way to set buoys and find Roger #4 now in place across the lake             Capt. Jim at the Carolina Skiff’s helm 
========================================================================================= = 
  Two no-wake buoys were set in BH Cove and #4 set on the east side of the lake across from the BoatHouse
           Photos by:  Les Cummings
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TSC Annual Dues! 
$50 full, $25 Associate and $15 Student.  For 

more information go to: 
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org 

Membership Information 
 
If any of your membership information has changed, please 
contact: 
 
David Craigie 
101 W. Marshall Dr, Midwest City OK 73110 
405 741 2555       Incipient@MSN.com  

 A note from George Levan (The Mainsheet 
editor’s mentor) to the TSC: 
  
Jill and I just got back from a week in 
Maine (Maine in January? What's wrong 
with this picture?) for granddaughter Mad-
die's 4th birthday.  She is doing well with 
her leukemia chemo, though on some days 
she is a normal kid and others the drugs 
make her sore and nauseous.  Emily and 
her husband have started a website, as if 
they didn't already have enough on their 
plate, which chronicles Em's training and 
is a fundraiser for the cancer program at 
the Barbara Bush Children's Hospital at 
Maine Medical.  It runs from last Thursday, 
Maddie's birthday through the 10th of April 
when Emily will run in the Women's Mara-
thon Olympic Trials in Boston. 
  
Please check out the website at 
www.twotrials.org. It is geared primarily to 
the running community, but we are pass-
ing the word to others and it sure would be 
great if we could get some donations from 
sailors as well. 
  
Next month I'm going down to the sea in 
ships.  I'm off to Tortola to get US Sailing's 
Celestial Navigation and Offshore Pas-
sagemaking certifications.  Celestial Navi-
gation is a 4 day land based course then 
we take a 50' boat with 2 instructors and 6 
students out into the Atlantic somewhere 
for a week.  We have to do 600 miles at 
least 50 miles offshore so it should be in-
teresting with 4 hour watches, hot bunks 
and all.  I plan on keeping a journal so 
could put together something for the Main-
sheet if you think it would be of interest to 
the membership. 
  
Wish me luck! 
  

Editors note:  Please consider a donation to 
the Maine Children’s Cancer Program, I know 
that Emily, Maddie, George, Jill and all their 
family will be happy you did!       Les 
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  Next Meeting: 

Saturday March 15 at 6PM 
 

Guest Speaker: 
  W. Lynn Draper will be on hand to discuss the Okla-

homa Sports Hall of Fame. Which, by the way, has nary 
a single sailor! 

Please, Bring a dish to share! 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

2008 Executive Committee 
Commodore:           Phil Moershel  364-6304 (h) 
                                pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-Comm:           Ted Streuli                              605-8073 (h) 
                                ted@tedstreuli.com   589-0981 (m) 
Rear-Comm:           Kerry Knowles                      321-7968 
                                kmellgren@cox.net 
Secretary  Fredrica Cottrell  364-9902 (h)
  Fcottrell1@cox.net   760-2894 (m)
Treasurer:                David Craigie                         741-2555 
                                incipient@msn.com 
Fleet Captain Paul Reynolds   292-5364 (h) 
   par2058@yahoo.com 250-2093 (c) 
Past-Comm: Mary Anne Secrist 473-7591 (m) 
  m.secrist@sbcglobal.com 
M'sheet Ed:             Les Cummings                       823-2342 (c) 
                         les-cummings@omrf.org        271-7188 (w) 

Your 2008 officers!  From the left,  Kerry Knowles, Rear Com-
modore, Phil Moershel, Commodore, Mary Anne Secrist, Past-
Commodore, Ted Streuli, Vice-Commodore, Corbett Brown, 
Past-Past Commodore, Dave Craigie, Treasurer, Fredrica 
Cottrell, Secretary, Paul Reynolds, Fleet Captain, and Les Cum-
mings Mainsheet Editor. 


