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Hi All,    
There are still a few well intended members who 
have not returned their membership dues.    Please, 
Please, take a minute to return your dues check to 
me at my home address.  We need you.  If you 
need more information, please contact me person-
ally.   
 
The following is the activity in our checking ac-
count for March 2006 
 
Balance as of 4/1/06         $6,087.28 
Checks Written                                (1,355.83) 
Deposits                     1,322.56                     
Balance as of  4/30/06                             $6,054.01                     
                                                                                                    
A hearty Welcome to new members, Brian and 
Glynis Crittendon and their children, Callie, 
Christian, Taylor, Fallon, and Megan! 

 Phone numbers you should know. 
◊ Little River Marina:  Bob Davis 
   office  364-8335     (c) 823-5077 
◊ BoatHouse    990-5171 
◊ BH Managment                447-4974 
◊ Lake Patrol                       425-2143 
◊ Cleveland Co. Sheriff       321-8600 
◊ TBird Park office              364-7634 
◊ TBird Ranger                    360-3572 

The Dogwood Regatta went very well this year!  Karen, 
Kerry, and crew did a terrific job and got lots of kudos 
from all the participants as well as the volunteers.  The 
winds were terrific with solid 10-15 kts. from S to SW 
both days.  We really appreciated the participation con-
sidering a near record low water table at the Lake this 
year.  Having boats/sailors from Kansas, Missouri, 
Texas, Nebraska and Oklahoma was very gratifying for 
the Regatta Committee and TSC! 
 
We also enjoyed having the Hobie Fleet involved this 
year and they treated us all to some terrific sailing in 
near perfect Hobie winds!  It was wonderful having 
such positive comments from our Hobie sailors as well.  
Hopefully, our local Hobie Fleet will become more ac-
tive over time and participate with our CSSA regattas. 
 
Please come out for the TSC meeting on Saturday May 
20th, as we will have Neville Koop as our guest speaker 
and Mr. Arlyn Hendricks of the National Water Safety 
Congress will visit us with a special announcement as 
well! 
 Happy Birthday to the following TSC Mem-
bers:  If we miss yours, please let us know. 

Bill Spens    5/01 
Bill Brackett    5/04 
Rick Shaw    5/09 
George Morin   5/17 
Kathy Anderson 5/22 
Gus Shaver  6/09 

Hobie 925 just flies on a broad reach at the ‘06 Dogwood 
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Membership Information 
 If any of your membership information has 

changed, please contact: 
 

David Craigie  Incipient@MSN.com 
405 741 2555 

 

Vice Commodore  Barbara Schindler 
 

FLEET CAPTAIN  Kerry Knowles 
 

Volunteers needed! 
Contact Skipper: Rick Shaw  

 Sea Scout Ship 5790 
 at: 

[rick.a.shaw@usps.gov] 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
2006 Race and Recreation Schedule 

 
05/07   Sunday Commodores Cup Race 1:00 
06/04  Sunday Commodores Cup Race 1:00 
06/10  Saturday Raft-up  Full Moon 6:00 
07/08  Saturday Raft-up  Full Moon 6:00 
08/0 6  Sunday Commodores Cup Race 1:00 
09/10  Sunday Commodores Cup Race 1:00 
10/07  Saturday Layton Regatta 10:00 
Nov. 5  Sunday Hiram Douglas Regatta 10:00 
 
And other fun and challenging events as may be 
deemed necessary. 
 
Kerry Knowles 
Fleet Captain 

Saturday before Easter proved to be a spectacular day 
for both children and adults at the TSC meeting.  The 
kids enjoyed an Easter egg hunt.  The bigger kids were 
helping the little ones find eggs (plastic eggs with 
candy) after they found several for themselves.  The 
kids appeared to be happy because they all  had at least 
two eggs each, if not more. 
 
The adults felt that they should not be deprived of fun 
either.  Acting on the suggestion of Les Cummings,  
Corbett and I planned an egg hunt for the adults.  But it 
was no ordinary hunt.  Corbett and I planted ten eggs in 
various locations around the BoatHouse.  The objective 
of the hunt was to find the eggs, take a letter out of each 
egg, and then piece them together to spell a word.  To 
help the adults find the eggs we determined the coordi-
nates of each egg by compass degrees and paces.  The 
paces were Corbett’s which may have created a prob-
lem for some people. ;=) 
 
We had several glitches in our planning.  One egg was 
planted slightly under the dock, but it disappeared!.  No 
one was around except for Corbett and me. All eggs 
were vital because they each held a letter for the mys-
tery word.  We figured that a snake may have seen the 
egg and swallowed it.  We put another one in its place.  
It disappeared!  The snake must have told a friend.  
Anyway we not only had a mystery word, but a mystery 
space, and above all a m-y-s-t-e-r-y. 
 
Twenty-five egg-hunters made up six teams.  All of the 
teams came in before dark, but the number one team 
was made up of Tim Agin, Rachel Agin, Jim Waller, 
and J. B. Messer.  First Place Team photo is included 
below, and others are found elsewhere in the mainsheet.  
Hopefully you can find them without a compass or 
GPS.  From left: J.B., Jim, Rachel, and Tim.  Congrats. 



Page    3 
 

MORE FROM: 
 

Vice Commodore Barbara Schindler 

Here are some more photos from the Easter Egg Hunt at 
the last TSC Meeting.  Thanks Adela for the photos! 
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Neville Koop has sponsored junior sailing clubs in the Fiji 
Islands, Australia, and now the TSC Jr. Sailing Club here in 
Norman.  He will describe his experiences working with 
young sailors and how sailing instills in them a sense of re-
sponsibility, while having a great time.  Some members of 
the Jr. Sailing Team will demonstrate their skill on the water. 
 
 Neville completed his undergraduate, graduate, and 
post graduate work in meteorology in his native Australia.  
For fourteen years to August 2001, he worked in the tropics 
preparing aviation,  marine, and public forecasts, as well as 
warnings for dozens of tropical cyclones. During this time he 
became the Project Manager of the Cyclone Warning System 
Upgrade Project. 
 
 He joined Weathernews Americas in September 
2001, and is presently Manager of Marine, Land and Avia-
tion Forecast Operations where he is responsible for the day 
to day operations of the forecast section of this company. 
 

Neville’s interest in the weather grew from his love 
of sailing.  An active and regular sailor since the age of ten, 
Neville has competed in numerous regattas and races includ-
ing several ocean races. Neville is married with five children. 

 
May TSC Meeting 

6PM  Saturday May 20, 2006 
Speaker: 

 
Neville Koop 

TSC Member and former Fiji Optimist Sailing 
Coach 

 

Treasurer Dave Craigie 
Heading out for the summer trip 

to Canada! 

By the 25th of May I should be long gone and on 
my way to the North Channel in Ontario for the 
summer.  I will be going a little out of my way as I 
head to Delaware to a fellow Trailer/Sailor’s home 
to get some work done on my boat and to pick up 
my new Yamaha 8 HP engine with a hydraulic tilt.  
(Delaware has no sales tax) I intend to spend two 
weeks in Delaware, doing upgrades to Incipient 
that I can not get done here in Oklahoma.  I will 
also be visiting sailing friends that I have corre-
sponded with for a long time and have never had 
the chance to mooch a brew from. 
 
I will have my 8 year old Grandson Jonathan with 
me and Joyce will join me on June 30th in New 
England.  After a family reunion in Maine, on July 
4th, we will be beating feet for Canada were we will 
sail for a month.  We will return home about Au-
gust 8th and try to get back in the swing of things. 
 
Meanwhile, Doris Shoemaker will be tending to 
my duties as treasurer and keeper of the club’s data 
base.  If you have any money that you would like 
to shower her with, I am sure that she would be 
receptive to receive any and all.  If you change 
your address during the summer, either your home 
or your e-mail or anything else, give her a heads up 
so that we can keep our records up to date. 
 
For those of you who like to snoop around on the 
web and look at pictures of other people sailing 
and enjoying themselves, please tune in to the a 
favorite website that I work hard to support; 
WWW.TrailerSailors.org   You will find many pic-
tures of us, and our boat  Incipient during last years 
activities in the North Channel.  You can follow 
our cruise plans too that are soon to be posted.    
 
Support the TSC with your money and your time.  
It is the best investment that you will ever make. 
 
Fair Winds for the summer,  
David & Joyce  Incipient 
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C.S.S.A. Representative:  Karen Mellgren 

Here we go!  The Central States Sailing Association 
racing season starts right here at TSC!  
 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call me at 
321-7968.  
  
May 
May 6   Pete’s Pier Sweet 16 Races   Lake Tapawingo  KC, 
MO 
20-21   Hobock/Tillotson Memorial Spring Open Regatta  @ 
WSC (S) 
27-28   J-24 Amber Waves Regatta  @ NSA (O) 
June 
3    CSSA Junior Regatta # 1   @ OCBC (J) 
10   Hmmmfest @ COSA (A) 
17    CSSA Junior Regatta # 2  @ WSC (J) 
24-25  Lighthouse Charity Regatta @ OCBC © 
July 
1    CSSA Junior Regatta # 3  @ NSA (J) 
8-9  USODA Great Plains Optimist Regatta    @OCBC (J) 
15-16  Hobie Prairie Regatta @NSA (O) 
22-23  Whitecap Regatta @NSA (S) 
29 West Marine Fun Regatta/CSSA Junior #4  TSC (J) 
August 
12-13  CSSA Junior Championship Regatta  @WLYC (J) 
26-27  Cat Chase @NSA (O) 
September 
2-3   C.O.R.N. Regatta @NSA (A) 
23-24   R.O.C.K. One-Design Regatta @ Kaw City OK (A) 
October 
21-22   Frostbite Regatta  @)OCBC (S) 
November 
4 CSSA Annual Meeting @ NSA (U) 
5  Hiram Douglas Regatta @TSC (A) 

 

Note: TSC EVENTS ARE IN BOLD 

 
 THE BOATHOUSE AND GM JOB BANK  

PARTNERSHIP ENDS! 
 
 We were notified that due to several injuries to 
GM Jobs Bank Volunteers that all agencies using GM 
volunteers must 1) provide workers comp insurance for 
each volunteer, or 2) sign a waiver that would make the 
respective agency responsible for any illness or injury 
suffered by the volunteers while working at that non-
profit agency.   
 
 The LTEF has no paid employees and carries 
no workers comp insurance.  The LTEF does have sig-
nificant  personal liability insurance but after conferring 
with our attorney it was determined that we would be at 
significant risk by signing the waiver.  Therefore, we 
had no alternative but to cancel the Jobs Bank partner-
ship with GM effective April 24.   
 
 On behalf of the LTEF board and all our Boat-
House consortium partners, we express our appreciation 
to General Motors and UAW Local 1999 for allowing 
Rick Eager and Jack Thomas to provide over 200 hours 
each over the past couple months.  You will no doubt 
see the results of the terrific work they have completed! 
 
We wish all GM employees good luck and thank 
Rick, Jack, and the General Motors Job Bank for a 
job well done! 

THANK YOU MIKE KELLY: 
For helping to repair the fiberglass on the 

Opti while teaching Rick Eager the fine 
points of fiberglass repair! 

 
Need repair services for your sailboat? 

Contact: 
 

OKC BOATWORKS 
320 NW 61st  

OKC, OK  73118 

405-842-1186 

OKLAHOMA MEDICAL RESEARCH  
FOUNDATION 

Boats and Skippers Needed! 
 

The annual OMRF Fleming Scholarship sailing trip is 
scheduled for Thursday evening, June 22. 
 
In addition to the 17 scholars we will have several sci-
ence teachers from Oklahoma that are participating in 
the summer Foundation Scholar program at OMRF.   
 
OMRF provides dinner and refreshments to all the skip-
pers and crew.  We will meet at the BoatHouse at 6PM 
for dinner and introductions, and then take an hour or so 
sailing trip weather permitting. 
 
We may also have Dr. Stephen Prescott, the new Presi-
dent of OMRF, attend this year.  Please contact me by 
email at les-cummings@omrf.ouhsc.edu or cellphone 
823-2342 if you can provide a boat/crew. 
 
Les Cummings 
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Did you miss the Dogwood, Dagwood? 

Submitted by:  Fleet Captain, Kerry Knowles 

If ever there was a perfect time and place for a Regatta it was surely Lake Thunderbird on April 22 and 23, 
2006.  Partly cloudy skies with steady South winds of 12 to 15 Knots made for thrills without spills for the 
competitors.  Sailors from Kansas, Texas, and Missouri blessed us with fleets of Hobie 20's, Sweet 16's, Sun-
fish, and a 420 in addition to the handicap fleet consisting of Catalina 22's, a San Juan 21, a Santana 20, and a 
Mirage 28.  Three starts in each of the 5 races kept the Race Committee in a non-stop regimen but with the 
best seats in the house, it was a wonderful show.  Adjusting courses and laps paid off in the third race when 
almost all boats arrived at the finish in a very short interval.  Even with a 10 minute difference between the 
first and third starts and 40 minutes of racing, twelve of the nineteen boats finished within a two minute time-
span.  It was as if the committee boat was a cave with dawn fast approaching and bats from 4 states were beat-
ing a path to reach cover before first light.  Casualties during Saturdays races included parted mainsail slugs 
(Mary Ann Secrest-Oh Yeah) and a parted boom (Chad Cox-Whimsy).  Anyone buying scrap aluminum?  
 
The handicap fleet ran a veeeerrrry close race.   Dan Camp (COSA) and Walt Hedrick (TSC) were tied on 
points with 9 each after all five races.  The rules state that a tie is broken with each boat's race scores listed in 
order of best to worst, and at the first point where there is a difference the tie shall be broken in favor of the 
boat with the best score.  If a tie still remains, and it did, they shall be ranked by their finish in the last 
race.  We finally have our winner.  The results of the 2006 Dogwood are: 

Handicap Fleet:      Sunfish Fleet: 
1st     Daniel Camp        COSA (Photo below, right)  1st Warren Fitzpatrick TSC 
2nd    Walt Hedrick         TSC     2nd Curtis Gibson  NSA 
   
Sweet 16 Fleet:      Hobie Fleet: 
1st    Don Montgomery        JSC    1st Phil Collins  Hobie Fleet 131 
2nd   Richard Blowers        JSC    2nd Scott Mathia  Hobie Fleet 27 
  
420 Fleet: 
1st    Matt Graham                NSA (Photo below, left) 

Note:  See more photos on Page 8 
The Dogwood is a CSSA sanctioned event and the participants score our club in a series of categories.  Thunderbird 
Sailing Club won high marks across the board with special praise  for the hospitality shown by our members . 
A sincere thanks for the many club members who worked so hard to make this a very successful regatta. 
◊ Committee Boat: Howard Haines, Fredrica Cottrell, Bill Brackett 
◊ Safety Boat operators: Les Cummings, Paul Reynolds, Dave Craigie 
◊ Harbor Master: Phil Moershel ,Bill Brackett 
◊ Food, Boathouse logistics: Karen Mellgren, Ed Shoemaker, Doris Shoemaker, Joyce Craigie, Bea Waller 
◊ Registration: Karen Mellgren, Dave Craigie 
◊ Photography: Dave Craigie 
Below:  Photo on left Kerry congrats Matt Graham and crewmate Kelly  and on right he congratulates Dan Camp 
and his crew, Art . 
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TO ALL YOUTH 8-18!  
Parents welcome! Volunteers welcome! Spectator boats available! For information  

call Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at (405) 447-4974  
or Les Cummings • phone: 823-2342 or • email: Les-Cummings@omrf.ouhsc.edu  

 

 
Fleets:       Other Events: 

• Optimist       RC Sailing 
• US Sabot       Rowing 
• Vanguard Pram     Buoy racing 
• Sunfish       Rain Gutter Sailing 

You Need! You Get! 

A boat, or ask about borrowing a boat 
from the BoatHouse 

• Saturday racing and games at the 
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse. 

• PFD (lifejacket) • Fun, Fun, Fun 

• Wading shoes • Dinner on Saturday 

• Sunscreen!—(sunscreen packets pro-
vided by West Marine) 

• Sailing Clinic Saturday Morning 

• An interest in sailing • Sailing Clinic 

• Signed releases! 
• Tee-shirt, a West Marine “goodie 

bag” and prizes! 

• $10 Registration fee 
• A fun-filled day of sailing and other 

fun activities! 

 
 

Host Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse,  
Norman, Oklahoma 

Date: Saturday • July 29, 2006 

Time: Check-in at 8:30AM Saturday 

Place: 
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse  
Thunderbird State Park,  
Norman, Oklahoma 

All income in excess of expenses will be shared back with the sailing organizations partici-
pating in this event.  Please come out and support Junior Sailing in Oklahoma! 
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LAKE THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE  
  Les Cummings 

Fundraising Chair, LTEF 

Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation 
  Roger Elliott 

President 

It’s hard to believe that the Lake Thunderbird Boat-
House was 4 years old on April 6!  To some of us, I’m 
sure it seems like 40 years and in actuality it has been 
10 years since we first met to discuss the “possibility” 
of building a facility at the Lake.  I have been so proud 
of our membership, our partners, and our donors for 
their continued efforts on behalf of the BoatHouse and 
LTEF’s mission to provide affordable sailing and boat-
ing safety classes as well as provide a home for lake-
related recreational activities.  Happy Birthday to the 
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse! 
 
We are entering our busiest time of the year with our 
recreational activities along with sailing classes for 
adults and children.  Chad is heading up the recruitment 
for the Kid’s Camps this year and it seems that enroll-
ment is down considerably from past years.  Perhaps 
it’s the cost of fuel to drive to the lake each day, or 
competition from other kids’ camps and activities.  If 
you have children or grandchildren in the 8-13 year old 
range, please consider the BoatHouse Kid’s Sailing Day 
Camps.  There are 2 camps, June 19-24 and again on 
July 10-15.  We guarantee the kids will have fun learn-
ing some terrific sailing skills, rowing, and boating 
safety knowledge.  The parents love the last day of the 
camp when they watch the kids rig their boats and sail 
them safely across the lake!  More information can be 
found at www.lakethunderbirdboathouse.org. 

The mission of the LTEF is to provide funding and 
guidance for the facilities and programs at the Lake 
Thunderbird BoatHouse. Please remember that the 
LTEF continues to raise funds for the facilities and pro-
grams at the BoatHouse.  Some $25,000 of improve-
ments in the BoatHouse and programs have been added 
in just in the past couple years.  This included the new 
dock expansion, a fleet of Vanguard Prams, the boat-
yard expansion, and most recently the purchase of a 
new Carolina Skiff to add to our safety boat inventory.  
We’ve also had new flotation tubes for the Zodiac and a 
new Mercury outboard donated.  We also raise funds 
and gifts-in-kind for events like the CAST for Kids 
fishing derby and of course the upcoming West Marine 
Fun Regatta scheduled for July 29.  How long has it 
been since you’ve made a donation to the LTEF?   
Thanks for your continued and much needed support! 

Photos from 
the 2006 Dog-
wood Regatta 
hosted by the 
TSC at the 
BoatHouse on 
Saturday and 
Sunday, April 
22-23. 

 

CONGRATS! 
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 A Glance at Sailing for Local High School Students 

Submitted by Howard Haines. 
 

Kids on skateboards seem to be everywhere.  But…when’s the last time you’ve seen a sailing skate-
board?  Well, believe it or not, a sailing skateboard served to entertain and, hopefully, inform some 180 
ninth and tenth graders of Santa Fe South High School on Friday, May 5.  Santa Fe South is a charter 
school serving the Capitol Hill area of OKC.  That day BoatHouse volunteers presented a series of thirty-
minute demos of sailing and sailboats including the sail-skateboard.  

 
Mike Klatt of the Sooner Sail Club and Dave Craigie and I, 

both of this club, were the principle presenters.  TSC members 
Brian & Patsy Crittenden are staff and faculty members at the 
school and were tremendously helpful throughout the day.  Like 
most BoatHouse activities there were also several instrumental 
people operating in the background: Chad Cox met with the school 
faculty to do the original planning; Karen Mellgren hosted a ‘brain 
session’ at her home to decide on specific ideas to demonstrate; 
Kerry Knowles thought-up and then made the sailing skateboard; 
Phil Moershel transported a boat to and from the school.   

 
The demonstration was held on the final day of the 

school’s Outdoor Education Week  -- a series of field trips to vari-
ous points of interest in the metro area.  Early Friday morning 
Mike, Brian, Phil and I met in the school’s big field house and 
rigged Brian’s Hunter 14, a Sunfish and Pram from the Boat-
House.  A little later Dave Craigie joined us and soon thereafter 
Kerry brought our ‘wind’, a good-sized floor fan.  
  
Around 9:30 the first group of students appeared.  Thereafter it time flew and I admit not really knowing 
how many groups we saw.  Six or seven.  We modified the program throughout the day to better capture 
attention and basically had a great time showing the boats, sailing the skateboard and talking sailing.  The 
photos attached to this piece were taken by Dave Craigie.    We enjoyed a good lunch and, throughout the 
day, appreciative faculty members came by with comments about how well the demo fit the thrust of the 
week. 

Mike, Howard and Brian setting up demonstra-
tion 

Above are photos taken by David Craigie during the sailing demonstrations at Sante Fe South HS.  From 
left:  Kerry’s Sailing Skateboard, Howard Haines  and students, and Mike Klatt and students. 
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Reprinted from Trailer Sailor’s “Clipper Snips”: by David Craigie 

“Wicked Sailing with Uncle David” 
Travis Craigie, Nephew of David and Joyce Craigie 
Final episode continued from previous two months! 
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 Next Meeting! 
  

Neville Koop, TSC member and former Fiji 
Optimist Sailing Team Coach will speak.   

In Addition, Arlyn Hendricks, of the National 
Water Safety Congress will make a  

special presentation. 

Saturday, May 20 
6:00 PM at the BoatHouse 

 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

2006 Executive Committee 

Commodore: Corbett Brown  749-1547 
  cb8197@sbc.com 
Vice-Comm: Barbara Schindler 321-1354 
  bschin@cox.net 
Rear-Comm: Jerry Lojka  620-4498 
  jlojka@aol.com 
Secretary: Mary Anne Secrist 329-3871 
  m.secrist@sbcglobal 
Treasurer: David Craigie  741-2555 
  incipient@msn.com 
Fleet Capt. Kerry Knowles  321-7968 
  kmellgren@cox.net 
M’sheet Ed. Les Cummings  271-7188 
  les-cummings@omrf.ouhsc.edu 


