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Thundersailors: 
  I guess its time to move on. Everyone I know 
scatters when I open the TSC web site.  I’d like to thank 
Ted for putting all the great photos on the web page 
(especially those with the white and red spinna-
ker).  The gusts on Sunday have now topped 35 mph 
and are still growing. Sailing on Saturday had some 
challenges with the doldrums at the leeward mark and 
Sunday was just plain a wild ride!  The Santana fleet 
certainly had some fun dogfights.  

I’d like to congratulate all of the intrepid Thun-
dersailors who came out to play in the Dogwood.  My 
thanks to the Fleet Captain Paul Reynolds for organiz-
ing the regatta and for making so many arrange-
ments.  And thanks to the entire club who turned out in 
force to put on the regatta. Special thanks to the safety-
boat crews, every one who helped with the food, tro-
phies, crewing the committee boat, scoring and all the 
clean up.  Special thanks to Janie Davis for serving as 
PRO. She set some really fun courses!  

We can all be thankful that no one was hurt 
with the S20 broach on Sunday. There are some addi-
tional photos on the Santana website http://
www.s20.org/ of the swamped boat. I hear that IV had 
the boat back sailing at the regatta on Grand Lake the 
very next week.  Did anyone else see the tentacle slip 
off that boat as it emerged from the deep?  

We will be having a tractor and safety boat 
training /work party on Saturday May 10, starting at 
9:00 am. If you plan on helping on classes or the camps 
it will be good to get a refresher on the safety boats and 
an orientation on using the new tractor to launch 
boats.  We will also be turning over Sunfish, checking 
rigs, and power-washing the fleet. 

Be sure to turn out for the club meeting May 17 
for the usual potluck of food and fellowship and most 
importantly be sure to get out and sail with our most 
excellent May winds, cool temperatures, and quiet lake.  

 
Remember, it’s now less than 30 days till 

Jet–Ski season! :+( 

Kids’ Sailing Camps 
 
 
 

WE  
 
 

YOU! 
 

June Camp:   
June 9 through 14 

Call Les at 823-2342 
les-cummings@omrf.org 

 
July Camp: 

July 7 through 12 
Call Corbett at 447-4974 

cb8917@att.com 
  

Note:  The dates in April Mainsheet for the 
June class had typo. 

9am to 2pm Mon-Sat. 
No experience necessary, we need 

helpers, boat operators, BH  
security, and sailors too! 

 
Any time you can help is appreciated! 

 
 NEED 
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Birthdays for May/June 
If your birthday isn’t listed, please update your in-
formation with Dave Craigie. 

 

Treasurer: Dave Craigie 
 

 

Bill Spens  5/1    Tim Agin  5/3 
Bill Brackett  5/4    Rick Shaw   5/9 
Cleo Haines   5/13  George Morin 5/17 
Kathy Anderson   5/22 
 
Ted Streuli  6/1     Gus Shaver  6/9 
JB Messer  6/14   Fredrica Cottrell 6/22 
Cheryl Shaw  6/28   JC "Chris" Luppens 6/30 

   

Fleet Captain:  Paul Reynolds 

TSC Annual Dues! 
$50 full, $25 Associate and $15 Student.  For 

more information go to: 
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org 

 
Membership Information 

If any of your membership information has changed, please 
contact:avid Craigie at Incipient@MSN.com 
101 W. Marshall Dr, Midwest City OK 73110 

 Since the April 13 Splash Day Regatta was 
abandoned due to high winds, the Dogwood was Com-
modore's Cup Regatta #1. Regatta #2 on May 4th had a 
nice breeze forecast but the reality was a near-dead dol-
drums and a one and a half hour postponement. Bill 
Etchieson was there with the F25, moving with enough 
cloth to catch a butterfly's eddy, but had to start 
home before the AP flag came down. Young crew Ellie 
Thurston seemed to be eying the water longingly.  
 
     Jim Waller, Fredrica Cotrell and I managed to 
get off two races. Unaccountably, the pontoon boat ran 
like a top! Thanks to Rick and new Sea Scout Drew for 
kindly setting the windward mark. It was great to see 
Phil Trotter out crewing with Barbara. Mary Anne is 
my hero after singlehanding both races. The Ga-
loobs were secretly assisted by their 2 canines - sniffing 
out the wind. 
      
 Whimsy nearly aced both races, rounding the 
pin and crossing the line during the second race with a 
huge lead, but no horn ... you know, that awkward mo-
ment when the sailor looks reproachfully to the com-
mittee boat and is met with stony silence. Chad and 
Bill, they looked at us, they looked at each other, they 
looked at the heavens, and they looked at the oncoming 
fleet.  Alas, too late, they hauled about madly to finish 
again, correctly, downwind!  
 
Nice sailing, all. 
  

Greetings Sailors, 
 
I’ve never seen a sailboat sink before, and I have never seen a 
group of sailors work harder to save a boat.  If you don’t 
know, during the Dogwood Regatta one of our out of town 
sailors broached their racing boat while running and flying a 
spinnaker, striving to get every knot of speed in the spirit of 
competition.  Thanks to a fantastic safety boat crew, men-
tioned otherwise in this Mainsheet, and the assistance of un-
told others at the dock, the competitors boat was soon high 
and dry and non the worse for the incident.  I was proud to be 
a member of this fine club. 
 
Again I would like to mention that Joyce and I are planning 
to be gone for the summer up to the far north, with two 
grandchildren in tow.  I will try to have an itinerary of our 
summer plans in the next Mainsheet.  If anyone ever feels the 
urge to trailer sail to the crystal clear waters of the North 
Channel and the finest fresh water sailing in North America, I 
am all ears.  You know how to get in touch with me and I 
will be glad to help you make it happen. 
 
Membership renewals 
If you are one of the many who have renewed your TSC 
membership, Thank You!!!!!! 
 
If you have not renewed your membership, please do so 
ASAP.  It can be done on line through our web site  
WWW.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org and pay with a credit 
card through Pay Pall.  Or you can get in touch with me and I 
will give you the need information for payment.  We appreci-
ate your continued support. 

Financial Report 
Balance on 3-31-08   $4364.88 
Checks written            $1277.57 
Deposits    $722.93 
Balance     $3810.24 

WELCOME BACK! 
Finally, we’d like to welcome back to the TSC, Bill Etchche-
ison and Heidi along with their F28R and his recent acquisi-
tion, a beautiful Etchells. 
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2008 Spring Keelboat Class 
 

Vice-Commodore:  Ted Streuli 
 

The Spring 2008 US Sailing Basic Keelboat class was 
very well attended.  The class started on Friday eve-
ning, April 11th and the students just kept signing up.  
We had eleven registered students for the class includ-
ing three from the OU NROTC.   
 
Jerry Lojka and Jody Watson worked with Rick Shaw 
teaching the sessions in the classroom. Then Jerry and 
Rick took the students out on the water in the Sea Scout 
keelboats.  

The weather could have cooperated better as the on- 
the-water sessions faced either 25 to 30 knots or no 
wind at all. To manage the strong winds we tried to find 
places to practice which were blocked by shoreline 
trees. Everyone had several opportunities to get on a 
keelboat for practice. Most of the students already have 
boats, but don’t be surprised if they show up at our 
functions offering crew work for rides. And isn’t shar-
ing our passion for sailing what it is all about? 

Ed. Note:  The BoatHouse consortium and the LTEF 
express their appreciation to Rick, Jerry, Jody and oth-
ers who may have helped with the class.  The $2,750 in 
income before expenses kicks off the new BH year in 
great shape!   

Members, members, members. I’ve been 
secretly shooting for a 10 percent club growth rate each 
year, and we’re almost there already. We’ve had five 
new members sign up so far this year by my highly un-
official count, so one more puts us just over that 10 per-
cent goal. How do we find new members? Invite some-
one to go sailing! May and June are great sailing 
months with good wind and reasonable temperatures, 
and if the experience piques someone’s interest they’re 
just in time for lessons. 
 
To that end we’ll be having a large group at the Boat-
House Wednesday, May 21 for an early evening sail. 
They’re the members of Leadership OKC Class XXVI, 
who will graduate from the program earlier that day. To 
get them out on the water I’ll need every possible boat 
and skipper. The plan is to gather at the BoatHouse at 5, 
set sail by 6 and return by 7:30, leaving adequate time 
to put boats away before dark. If you’re willing and 
available to help with this event, please drop me a line 
and let me know how many passengers you can take. 
You can use ted@thunderbirdsailingclub.org. 
 
Our May 17 meeting program is all about you. No 
speaker, no Power Point presentation, no video, just a 
chance to eat and socialize for a change. If weather per-
mits and anyone’s so inclined, we might also opt to go 
for a sail. 
 
Since we’re in a just-for-fun sort of mood, here are 
Ted’s candidates for the all time Top 10 sailing songs. 
If I’m feeling inclined, I’ll put these on the club Web 
site and you can add to the list – or debate these. 

 
1. “Sailing” – Christopher Cross 
2. "Son of a Son of a Sailor" - Jimmy Buffett 
3. "Southern Cross" - Crosby Still & Nash 
4. "Sloop John B" - Beach Boys 
5. "Changes in latitudes" - Jimmy Buffett 
6. "If I had a boat" - Lyle Lovett 
7. "Come Sail Away" - Styx 
8. "Brandy" - Looking Glass 
9. "Barrett's Privateers" - Stan Rogers 
10. “Sail Away” - David Gray 
 
And more boating favorites from the editors desk: 
11. “Orinoco Flow”- Enya 
12. “Captain and the Kid”-Jimmy Buffett 
13. “Mother Ocean” - Jimmy Buffett 
14. “Edmund Fitzgerald” - Gordon Lightfoot 
15. “Pirate looks at 40” - Jimmy Buffett 
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Floater to Panic: Photos from 2008 Dogwood Regatta! 
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Justin, Orville, Courtney and Dave did a great job in heavy winds on Sunday when IV’s Santana 20 broached and sank! 
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 ITEMS FOR SALE! 

The following Items were donated by Ed 
and Jeanne Fowler along with their beauti-
ful 1998 17.5’ Wellcraft runabout and  EZ 
  Loader boat trailer.  

Our male model is none other than Ted Streuli 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ted shows off the nice pair of Rally Sport 
Cut and Jump water skis: asking $50/obo 

 
Purchase via Paypal on the TSC website or pay 
in cash or check to any TSC or LTEF officer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ted displays                  Don’t let Ted take 
a beautiful Connelly       this HydroSlide 
Kevlar Wingtail          Wakeboard for  
Slalom Ski:$100/obo      only $40/obo 

Do you like to sail, but don’t have a boat or 
a crew? 
 
Join the Sea Scouts! 
 
Is the only thing that you do on Saturday is 
cut the grass or watch TV? 
 
Join the Sea Scouts! 
 
Do you know any teenagers that would like 
to have fun learning to sail? 
 
Bring them to the Sea Scouts! 
 
The Sea Scout Ship has a fine fleet of small 
sailboats as well as larger keelboats.  In-
structors have U.S. Sailing Credentials. 
 
◊ Saturdays from 10am-2pm at the beauti-

ful Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at 
Thunderbird State Park. 

 
◊ For more info contact Skipper Rick 

Shaw 306-8597 by phone or email 
Shaw9939@SBCGlobal.net 

 

◊ For all young men and women of good 
character between the ages of 14 and 21. 
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Oklahoma River Cruises 
 

 Who would have ever believed that we would have 65’ long 14’ wide riverboats 
cruising the waters of the Oklahoma River?  Thanks to the farsighted talents and lead-
ership in Oklahoma City, that dream is now a reality.  The ferry service runs from 
Wednesday through Sunday with Charters available in the evenings.  More informa-
tion can be found at www.okrivercruises.com.  And, who knows, you may have Capt. 
Roger Elliott or Capt. Les Cummings at the helm.  Pictured below is Crewmember 
Dave Hanson and Capt. Cummings aboard the newest riverboat, the Devon Explorer. 
 

 FARE INFORMATION  

    ONE-WAY ROUND TRIP 2-Day Pass Add a Day 
 Adults   $9  $12  $18  $6 
 Children (6-12)  accompanied by an adult  
    $6  $8  $12  $4 
 Children under age 6 (with each paid adult)  
    FREE  FREE  FREE  FREE 
 Seniors (ages 60+)/Persons with Disabilities  
    $4.50  $6  $9  $3 
 Group Rates (groups of 10 or more)         
 Adults   $8  $11     
 Students (with ID) $5  $7     
 Seniors   $4  $5.50    
 
 
 
Regatta Park (Chesapeake BoatHouse) Departures 
  8:30 am* 
10:00 am 
11:30 am 
  1:00 pm 
  2:30 pm 
  4:00 pm *except Sundays 
 
 

Certified Coast Guard Captains and crew are still needed! 

Meridian Landing Departures  (SW 15th Street) 
10:00 am* 
11:30 am 
  1:00 pm 
  2:30 pm 
  4:00 pm 
  5:30 pm *except Sundays 
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  Next Meeting: 

Saturday May 17 at 6PM 
 

No guest speaker this month, come on out 
and enjoy the good food and maybe an  

evening sail.    
 

Please, Bring a dish to share ! 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
P.O. Box 1652      
Norman, OK 73070-1086 
 

2008 Executive Committee 
Commodore:           Phil Moershel  364-6304 (h) 
                                pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-Comm:           Ted Streuli                              605-8073 (h) 
                                ted@tedstreuli.com   589-0981 (m) 
Rear-Comm:           Kerry Knowles                      321-7968 
                                kmellgren@cox.net 
Secretary  Fredrica Cottrell  364-9902 (h)
  Fcottrell1@cox.net   760-2894 (m)
Treasurer:                David Craigie                         741-2555 
                                incipient@msn.com 
Fleet Captain Paul Reynolds   292-5364 (h) 
   par2058@yahoo.com 250-2093 (c) 
Past-Comm: Mary Anne Secrist 473-7591 (m) 
  m.secrist@sbcglobal.com 
M'sheet Ed:             Les Cummings                       823-2342 (c) 
                         les-cummings@omrf.org        271-7188 (w) 

Your 2008 officers!  From the left,  Kerry Knowles, Rear Com-
modore, Phil Moershel, Commodore, Mary Anne Secrist, Past-
Commodore, Ted Streuli, Vice-Commodore, Corbett Brown, 
Past-Past Commodore, Dave Craigie, Treasurer, Fredrica 
Cottrell, Secretary, Paul Reynolds, Fleet Captain, and Les Cum-
mings Mainsheet Editor. 


