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Thunder Sailors
Congratulations to Mike and Theresa Galloob and the Queen
of Denial for keeping at least one trophy from the Hiram
Douglas regatta home! Congratulations too, go to Britt Williams and his Santana 20 for taking the overall trophy back to
Windycrest Sailing Cub. Next year, one of us needs to bring
it home again. It was a great race at the rear of the pack for
me. Vernon Green and his Santana 20 and I were in a dogfight for most of the race. Vernon nearly over took me on the
first spinnaker set to the north mark and then again reaching
to the number 1 mark. I expect that we will see some fierce
competition for Commodores Cup next year! We need to
give special thanks to Janie Davis for setting excellent
courses for both fleets. I am sure that Fredrica had a fine
time keeping simultaneous track of both upwind and downwind finishers.
The chili competition gave bragging rights to Ted (or more
rightfully Betsy) and certainly provided ample food for the
party! Thanks to everyone who turned out to make sure we
had plenty of food. Karen Melgren deserves credit for shouldering the task of getting sandwiches and sign up sheets and
getting the food organized.
Karen Thurston was our representative to the CSSA meeting
Saturday.
Karen reports that we have earned the
CSSA HOBOCK AWARD. This is a traveling trophy for

the best CSSA Affiliated Regatta presented to a Member Club based upon a minimum of five completed
evaluation forms of participants at CSSA Affiliated regattas who are not members of the host club. We earned
this because we have a great membership that turns out for
our events and really pitches in. Lets give ourselves a big
cheer. Huzza!
Our next meeting is Saturday November 15th . Now folks,
I love potluck (especially casseroles), but we need to find a
way to bring a little more balance to the dinner fare. If
your birthday comes in January through April please
bring vegetable sorts of things. If you were born in May
through August please bring a meaty (no mystery meat)
sort of thing. If you were a fall baby, how about some desert! So lets all turn out for the meeting and have some
hearty nutrition and fellowship.

More information on Page 2!

Bring your friends to the next TSC meeting, November 14
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Vice Commodore: Ted Streuli
We have a truly special program arranged for the
November meeting, so please be sure to come and bring
your family – including the children. A pirate from Science Museum Oklahoma will present the program, introducing us to their new traveling exhibit.
SHIPWRECK! Pirates & Treasure is a 10,000
square-foot exhibit that brings the science and adventure of
shipwreck exploration to life. Science Museum Oklahoma is
hosting this major exhibit through Memorial Day 2009, at its
only scheduled venue west of the Mississippi.
Originating from the research and discoveries of Odyssey Marine Exploration – the world leader in deep-ocean
shipwreck explorations – the exhibit tells the story of numerous shipwrecks, focusing on the SS Republic, a Civil War-era
steamship that sank in 1865 during a hurricane off the coast
of Georgia while en route from New York to New Orleans.
There are pirate tales and shipwreck treasures, including
gold, silver and priceless artifacts. This exhibit provides a
combination of hands-on and multimedia displays that allows
visitors to experience the thrill of deep-ocean discovery.
Authentic artifacts from many different shipwrecks are
displayed in the exhibit, but the spotlight is on the treasures
and artifacts of the SS Republic, which represented the greatest shipwreck treasure of the Civil War era. The Republic
sank in 1865 while transporting a fortune in gold and silver
and much needed supplies to rebuild the war-ravaged South.
Odyssey discovered the wreck of the Republic nearly 1,700
feet below the surface of the Atlantic Ocean in the summer of
2003 and recovered more than 51,000 gold and silver coins,
and approximately 14,000 additional artifacts in the world's
most extensive deep-ocean archaeological excavation.
Guests are also given a fascinating behind-the-scenes
look at the research and technology used to locate shipwrecks
and can get involved in a hands-on manner in many ways,
such as testing their dexterity using a manipulator arm to pick
up coins one at a time and identifying artifacts as they are
located on the sea floor.
Odyssey Marine Exploration began pre-disturbance on
the SS Republic shipwreck site in the fall of 2003. During the
duration of the project, which was concluded in 2005, the
Odyssey team aboard the Odyssey Explorer has:
· Recorded more than 13,000 underwater digital still
photographs while surveying and excavating the shipwreck
site.
· Recorded more than 3,500 hours of high resolution
video on DVDs and tape while surveying and excavating the
SS Republic site.
· Completed 262 dives with the Remotely Operated Vehicle ROV ZEUS to explore and excavate the SS Republic
shipwreck site and recover gold coins, silver coins and artifacts. The actual bottom time was about 3,500 hours. The
longest dive made by ZEUS lasted 72.5 straight hours
Continued:

Vice Commodore: Ted Streuli...continued
Continued:
· Created a database with more than 60,000 records as
the team recorded excavation and survey activities on the
shipwreck site. In addition, the entire survey and excavation
was recorded on video.
· Recovered approximately 14,000 artifacts (including
almost 6,300 bottles) from the site. All artifacts were given
first aid conservation aboard Odyssey Explorer before being
transferred to Odyssey’s conservation facility for documentation and conservation.
· Recovered 51,000 coins during the excavation from SS
Republic operations, including $20 Double Eagles, $10 Eagles, Half Dollars and a few Quarter Dollars. The coins recovered from the SS Republic represent approximately 25
percent of the total face value (worth $400,000 in 1865) Odyssey research indicated was on board when the ship sank in
1865.
Be sure to bring a covered dish and a friend for this
fascinating program Saturday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m.
NOTE:

BoatHouse and yard cleanup on
Saturday, November 8. Please Help
Welcome New Members!
Bobby & Kathleen Smith , Norman, Dolphin 14"
Hank & Sonja Grant, Norman, Hunter 23
Jim & Vicki Palone, Oklahoma City
Rob & Cheryl Garibay, Norman
How to get new members? Ask!

Birthdays for Nov/Dec
If your birthday isn’t listed, please update your information with Dave Craigie at incipient@msn.com.
November:
Pam Landry
John Potts
Sandra Messer

11/03
11/15
11/25

December:
Altus Boren
Loraine Frank
Bobby Smith
Glede Holman
Teresa Holman
Jody Watson
Charles Schindler
Linda Vrenick

12/03
12/03
12/12
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/31
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FLEET CAPTAIN: Paul Reynolds

Secretary: Fredrica Cottrett

Congratulations to all for delivering the 23rd Hiram Douglas
Regatta. Beautiful weather made this one of the best sailing
days all year. We drew 17 boats; the spinnaker fleet was the
largest with nine. In the non-spinnaker fleet Mike and Teresa
Galoob, and two furry crew, took 3rd, Dan Camp took 2nd,
and Art Caples, with 2 crew who had never sailed before,
won 1st. Spinnaker champs were Walt Hedrick, 3rd, in his
Soling, IV McNamara, 2nd, and Britt Williams, 1st, and winner of the Hiram Douglas Trophy. Great sailing all. Thank
you so much to all the volunteers who made this happen, with
special thanks to Janie Davis for her excellent job as PRO,
and friend Matt Baldwin for helping out on the RC boat.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
Board Meeting Minutes
October 18,2008

Te Woei Poon and I were ably assisted on Great Pumpkin by
Peter Klippell, early TSC member and sailor extraordinaire,
who now lives in Leipzig, Germay. He was very pleased to
see the BoatHouse, while I was amazed to learn that he knew
Hiram Douglas, built the actual Trophy, and won it in 1988.

Boathouse and yard clean-up will be held on November 8, 2008

Treasurer: Dave Craigie
FLASH – We are in a Recession: OK, I know, we are in a
recession and times are tight. Many are looking at our retirement accounts (me included) and wondering, where do I cut
the fat to make up for these losses that Wall Street knuckleheads are pummeling us with? Perhaps you may think that
not paying your TSC dues is one way to make up that loss.
Good Luck.
The good news is that, if left to its own devices, in time the
market will return and we will all be OK. Meanwhile, your
Thunderbird Sailing Club still needs your continued support
so that we can pay our bills too. How much can it hurt to pay
the relatively low dues that we ask when compared to other
clubs?
So, I would like to encourage everyone to please send in your
dues. Your support is very much needed and if there is some
way that I can help you work through these difficult times, a
phone call to me would probably do the trick.
It will only be with the deepest regrets, and after exhaustive
e-mails and personal phone calls to you, that I will remove
your name from our rolls. Please contact me as soon as possible. Let’s keep our membership growing again this year!
If you would like to renew your membership on line, go to
the club website www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org click on the
membership section and then finish with a credit card payment through Pay Pal.
You do not have to fill out the renewal form in its entirety.
You only need to submit your name and any other information that may have changed; your mailing address, phone
number, e-mail, etc. Thank You in advance for doing this.

Present: Phil Moershel, Kerry Knowles, Mary Anne
Secrist, Fredrica Cottrell, Ted Streuli,
The Hiram Douglas will be held on November 2, 2008.
Trophies will be monogrammed sweatshirts or first second and third place. The winner will receive a shirt
with a hood.

The Christmas party will be held on December 13,
2008. A server was approved by the board. Mary Anne
will make the arrangements. Phil Moershel will provide the ham. Dave Craige will provide the turkey.
Ted Streuli will provide dessert. Club members will be
asked to provide sides. Fredrica Cottrell will be in
charge of table decorations.
New officers to be installed are:
Ted Streuli – Commodore
Altus Boren – Vice Commodore
Kerry Knowles – Rear Commodore
Karen Thurston – Fleet Captain
Elizabeth Dowd – Secretary
Dave Craigie – Treasurer
Phil Moershel- Past Commodore
The following awards were discussed.
Best Crew
Volunteer of the year
Silver Bullet
Uncle Donny
Most Improved
Placing a permanent sign for the sailing club at both
marina’s was discussed. Also discussed was obtaining
pictures of all past commodores to be framed and displayed in the boathouse.
The next board meeting is scheduled for November 15
at 4:30. Board members elect are encouraged to attend.
Respectfully submitted
Fredrica Cottrell
Secretary
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Photos from the 2008 Hiram Douglas Regatta
November 2, 2008
Photos by Mary Anne Secrist
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Former TSC member Peter Klippell
Welcome home!
From Pete Klippell:
I joined the club in 1981 and I bought my first boat Oct. 5th 1981. a Victory 21, #686. (Which I saw at T-bird in the early
90s.) I raced the Victory for a few years, Surprise was her name. Then I got the fever for speed and more adventure. Sold the
Victory and bought a Capri 25. (#516 I think, I need to find some old photos to verify.) At least with the Capri 25 I was competitive with J24s and other fast boats of the era. This too got old however and I switched to a J22. I didn't have the J very long
though, my life changed and I had to set sailboat racing aside for a while.
I was a very active member of the club for a long time however. I never wanted to be Commodore, was never qualified to be
treasurer. But I think I did everything else. I came to appreciate how a club, any club (since I now have international experience) is made up of a few core working fanatics, and then all the rest of the members that show up for events and pizza meetings.
(particularly if the club is buying the pizza.)
In 1990 I went back to OU and got a college degree in Design and in 1994 I got married and moved to Germany. I started sailing
again around 1998. I mean I really never quit, but the opportunities where far and few between. Anyway, shortly after that I met
some nice people and started to sail on the Waddensee and the North Sea. Mostly just chartering a boat on the Ijsselmeer in Holland.
The sailing photos, except aboard my daysailor, were taken on an offshore regatta from Lisbon, Portugal to Ribatt, Morocco. See Page 7!
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Peter Klippell: Continued from Page 6.

Then I got the urge to get back in the game, my 2 kids were
older, and they had already dealt with dad sailing. The first
time I took my daughter sailing, she was about 3, she wasn't
happy, but got used to it. A typical North Sea day, B6 gusts
to high7s and the occasional 8. We had rented a Dehler 29
(nice cruiser) but the shallow Ijsselmeer builds short train
steep waves. Although there is no current, it is a pounding. More up and down than forward when you sit inside.
Anyway, shortly after that I met some nice people and started
to sail on the Waddensee and the North Sea.
A pause from sailing, some current background information;
What I do now is Historic Preservation. I live In Leipzig
Germany and am Currently restoring a 4 story building built
in 1897. I have a banker wife, an 11 (will be 12 this Oct 1st)
son . . . Joshua . . . named after my hero Joshua Slocum, and
a daughter Bronte 9. In fact we shall all be in Norman at the
end of October to visit with family and enjoy Halloween. And take a closer look from an American perspective at
the candidates.
Back to sailing, what got your attention. Yes Gray gave me a
T-bird hat. Which I wear! The picture! A Dutch friend of
mine asked me to help him out. He was to sail a chase boat
for the Dos Oceanos Regatta . . . http://
regatafestivaldosoceanos.20minutes-blogs.fr/englishversion/ for the last leg Lisboa (Lisbon) to Rabatt, Morocco. Which he was involved in as ground crew for one of
the racing teams. Race2win 650 campaign as a qualifier for
the mini-transat. And as I am a technical consultant for the
technical coordinator/manager on this innovative boat project I was an obvious choice to make the
trip chasing the new/untested boat.
The photo was taken about 35 miles off the coast of Portugal
on our track to Cabo st Vicente. We had a prize winner and a
Marine biologist on board. As it turned out we were just
hired sailors and not really chasing Mini 650s. The race
committee provided the wrong boat. They had twice our
SOG, we had to work to maintain 6 knots where as the racers were peaking around 12 and the winner was as high as 16
at times. Even the common dolphins got bored with us and
went away.
So I am in an off-handed sort of way involved in Ocean racing. I still do work for the boat yard and Minis. I personally
have a Flying Junior, an old one I might add. In the hopes
my kids might take to the sport. I’ve included that photo
too. Of me not the boat! But I turned 50 this year, The
Haines's and the Carpenters will remember my 30th birthday
out at the lake. It was a big deal. A really big raft
up. Maybe the biggest raft up on Thunderbird ever. I think
there was 22 boats. I am sure some older members have
some photos from July 1988. I still remember sailing with/
against Bill Nations, Walt Hedrick, Mac Caron, Bill Vint, Joe
Bastian, Howard Haines, and I will never forget when RickShaw joined the TSC and we all looked to see what if that
was his name or what he was driving :+)

LTEF Update
Les Cummings, Fundraising Chair
Its been another very busy and successful year for the
BoatHouse. This success, thanks to the terrific cadre of
volunteers and the leadership of the TSC has enabled
the BoatHouse to be self-sustaining which allows the
LTEF to continue to invest in its endowment even during such a downturn in the financial markets.
I ask each TSC member and LTEF board member to
consider a year-end donation in any amount. Please
send your donation to LTEF, PO Box 1756, Norman,
OK 73070-1756, make your tax-deductible checks out
to LTEF. Connie Divine, LTEF Treasurer, will provide
a receipt for your tax records. If you want your gift to
go to the endowment be sure to include that information
in your letter to the LTEF, otherwise the donation will
go to the general fund.
The biggest annual project now for the LTEF is the
CAST for Kids Fishing Derby for handicapped children. We are very fortunate to have received a wonderful donation from Chesapeake Energy to underwrite the
event for one year. Each year I spend many hours and
drive many miles getting cash donations and gifts-inkind for the event. However, the smiles on the kids and
parents faces makes all the hard work worthwhile. The
TSC is a huge help in this event and I express my personal appreciation to each person who volunteers their
help.
Boat Donation: Mr. Bill Gillis, of Pioneer Supply
Co. has donated a beautiful 1999 21’ Spirit F/S ski/
fishing boat with 200hp Mercury engine and trailer.
We also thank Gus Shaver who assisted in the donation of this wonderful gift. Thank you Mr. Gillis
and Gus! The boat will be delivered on Sat. 11/08.
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2008 Executive Committee

Next Meeting:
Saturday November 15 at 6PM

Commodore:
Vice-Comm:

Phil Moershel
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Ted Streuli
ted@tedstreuli.com

Rear-Comm:
Secretary
Treasurer:

Please, bring friends & a dish to share !

Fleet Captain

Kerry Knowles
kmellgren@cox.net
Fredrica Cottrell
Fcottrell1@cox.net
David Craigie
incipient@msn.com
Paul Reynolds
par2058@yahoo.com

364-6304 (h)
605-8073 (h)
589-0981 (m)
321-7968
364-9902 (h)
760-2894 (m)
741-2555
292-5364 (h)
250-2093 (c)

Past-Comm:

Mary Anne Secrist

473-7591 (m)

M'sheet Ed:

m.secrist@sbcglobal.com
Les Cummings
les-cummings@omrf.org

823-2342 (c)
271-7188 (w)

Your 2008 officers! From the left, Kerry Knowles, Rear Commodore, Phil Moershel, Commodore, Mary Anne Secrist, PastCommodore, Ted Streuli, Vice-Commodore, Corbett Brown,
Past-Past Commodore, Dave Craigie, Treasurer, Fredrica
Cottrell, Secretary, Paul Reynolds, Fleet Captain, and Les Cummings Mainsheet Editor.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

