Mainsheet
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Thunderbird Sailing Club

www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org

Commodore: Corbett Brown
It has been an honor and pleasure to serve the Thunderbird Sailing Club as Commodore for the past year. My
job this year has been made easy because of the hard
work of the Board Members that have served with me.
Barbara Schindler has done a wonderful job as ViceCommodore. The programs that she has arranged have
included some outstanding speakers and have been fun
and informative. Treasurer Dave Craigie continues to
keep the treasury in order and the bills paid. He left us
for a while during the summer to go cruising, but Doris
Dewberry filled in admirably. As Secretary, Mary Anne
Secrist has been a steadying influence and has helped to
keep the Board in line when they threatened to get
rowdy. Kerry Knowles has continued his terrific work
as Fleet Captain. He worked hard to make our Regattas
run smoothly, to grow our club racing program, and to
include several fun cruising outings. Rear Commodore
Jerry Loika kept us stocked with drinks and supplies for
the meals during the club meetings. As Past Commodore Karen Thurston continued to provide much needed
leadership. A tremendous thanks from me to all of these
members of my Bridge. I couldn’t have done it without
you.
I look forward to serving as your past-Commodore for
the 2007 year and Beth and I thank everyone for your
support.

Special Request to all
TSC US Sailing Members!
Vote for: Chris Luppens
For the first time, US Sailing is going to elect its board
of directors. We encourage US Sailing members to
vote for long-time TSC member, Chris Luppens. Chris
has been a long-time Senior Race-judge for many of US
Sailing prestigious events, including his work in the
Olympics. Please cast your vote for CHRIS LUPPENS,
mail in your vote or vote online after Oct. 19 at
www.ussailing.org/BOD/election. Good luck Chris!

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Association

P.O. Box 1652
Norman, Oklahoma 73070

Note: The TSC and BoatHouse are sharing this PO Box.

LAKE THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE
Roger Elliott
President, LTEF

2006 BH Calendar year coming to an end!
As president of the LTEF it continually amazes me to
see the results generated by the dedication and hard
work of so many volunteers. We are enjoying another
banner year at the BoatHouse and the TSC. We feel the
continuing increase in TSC membership is a direct result of having such a terrific facility in which to meet
and host our regattas and other events.
TSC is very important as the Managing Partner in the
BoatHouse consortium. Your time and energy has been
and continues to be a driving force behind the success
of the BoatHouse. This comment, in no way, lessens
the value and importance of the other ‘partners’, but
each year the largest number of volunteer hours comes
directly from the TSC members. The LTEF board expresses its appreciation to the TSC and its membership
for its continuing support.
I am also pleased to announce that thanks to the good
work of Chad Cox, Howard Haines, and Les Cummings
that the LTEF has received its first grant from the Norman Social and Volunteer Services Commission. We
thank the City of Norman and the NSVS Commission
for is support of the CAST for Kids Fishing Derby.
We also express our appreciation to Mike Klatt for his
efforts on behalf of the BH sailing education program
this year! He has done a terrific job this entire summer.
The annual BoatHouse Fall Clean-up Day is scheduled for Saturday, November 18! More in the November Mainsheet. Your help is appreciated.

Please make your year-end donation now and
Vote for Chris Luppens for U.S. Sailing
Board of Directors
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Vice Commodore: Barbara Schindler

C.S.S.A. Representative: Karen Mellgren

Last month Mike Kelly was to have been our guest
speaker but unfortunately his work had scheduled him
out of town that weekend. Mike sends his apologies
and assures us he will reschedule his talk at a later date.

The annual meeting of the Central States Sailing Association will
take place Saturday, November 4, 10 AM at Ninnescah Sailing Association just west of Wichita, Ks on Lake Chaney. As TSC representative I will represent YOU in bidding on races YOU want to
host here at Lake Thunderbird in 2007. I will propose again for TSC
to host the Dogwood Regatta on April 14 & 15, the Hiram Regatta
on November 4, and possibly a Jr. Regatta the end of July. I welcome your ideas and suggestions as TSC members. I need your
input. Our regattas are well respected by all CSSA racers and nonracers. Now is your time to speak to me – I represent YOU - racers
and volunteers who make these functions happen!

This month we are very pleased to announce our guest
speaker, Mr. Mike Knopp. Mike has been the driving
force behind the Oklahoma Association of Rowing
(OARS), the Chesapeake BoatHouse Foundation, and is
the rowing coach for the Men’s and Women’s rowing
team at Oklahoma City University. See page 4 for
more information.
Please come out and welcome Mike to the “other”
BoatHouse and bring your favorite covered dish or dessert to share with your fellow members, friends, and
relatives.
We hope to see you on Saturday, October 21 at 6PM!

Treasurer: Dave Craigie
I’mmmmmm back. We finally got home from being
gone all summer and I want to give a world of thanks to
Doris for her help in my absence. It was an interesting
summer with an 8 year old grand son with us 24/7 for
almost three months. I hope he will always remember
this summer of sailing and that it will help him mature
into a better person/sailor.
DUES…….Dues notices will be in my hands at the
October meeting. Sorry USPS, just trying to save
TSC a few bucks by hand delivering those that I can.
At any rate, you can expect to have your dues notice
by the end of this month and I sincerely hope that
you will take care of it as quickly as possible.
AGAIN, THANK YOU Doris for everything that you
do!!! I enjoy being your treasurer and I plan to retain
this position for as long as I am needed. I just need
some help in my absence. Perhaps someday I will not
be able to travel and I too will take a bigger role in the
summer volunteer programs that TSC, The BoatHouse,
LTEF and all of our Partners have to offer.
Balance as of 4/30/06
$6054.01
Checks written
1047.10
Deposits
811.00
Balance as of 9/30/06
$5817.91
Fair Winds, David

Check out the Fleet Captain’s report below regarding this year’s
Hiram Regatta on Sunday Nov. 5. It’s a long distance race – you
can be serious racers or come out and try your hand at racing and
just have fun!! OR participate in the Chili Cookoff (hey – that’s
really what it is!) and watch the race from the veranda.
See you at the Regatta!
Kmellgren@Cox.net

FLEET CAPTAIN: Kerry Knowles
TSC racing will conclude for the season with the annual
long distance Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta on November 5. Racers are encouraged to let me know if you
are willing to participate.
This CSSA sanctioned event is our opportunity to host
visiting sailors. Help preserve our long standing reputation for BEST CHILLI and HOSPITALITY in the Country. If you can help with this event in any capacity please
call KERRY or KAREN @ 321.7968 or 833.7044.
Please help provide the following, we need:
Chilli Cooks
Cornbread Cooks
Sides and Condiments
Deserts
Boathouse Logistics

Welcome Aboard: New TSC Members
Always great to welcome new TSC members!
Glede & Teresa Holman, Oklahoma City, OK
e:mail gholman@okcu.edu: Joined 10/8/06
Ted & Betsey Streuli, Oklahoma City OK
email: ted@tedstreuli.com, editor@journalrecord.com
Joined 7/09/06
Poon, Te Woei, Norman OK 73071
email: twpoon@yahoo.com
Joined 7/1/06
Please join with us to welcome these new members!
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Thunderbird Sailing Club Presents:
Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta
A one day Regatta, Sunday, November 5, 2006
A distance race on Sunday, 10 - 18 miles
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma
CLASSES: All boats 20 feet length on deck or greater are welcome. Boats shall register in either Spinnaker or Non-spinnaker,
handicap fleets with handicapping being the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick with wind correction factors.
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2005-2008 Racing Rules of Sailing, and CSSA Sailing Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix.
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st - 3rd in each fleet. The traveling Trophy will be presented to the Skipper and Crew
of the boat with the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet.
FACILITIES: Note: Ramp at Sailboat Point is Closed! Use the Indian Point Road, North Ramp, 1 mile north of BoatHouse
Road at end of Indian Point Road. Courtesy docks adjacent to the BoatHouse.
Schedule: Sunday, November 5
08:30

Registration, coffee, donuts

10:30

Registration ends

10:45

Competitors' Meeting

11:20

Harbor Gun

11:50

Warning Signal 1st start for Distance Race

16:40

Refreshments: Chili, Asides, Beverages & Warm
Building

17:00

Trophy presentation

DIRECTIONS: From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road south to Alameda Street;
east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north) on Indian Point Road
to the Regatta Site, which will be the first right (east) on BoatHouse Road.
From the South: I-35 north to Sate Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th Ave. to Alameda Street; east on
Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north) on Indian Point Road to the
Regatta site, which will be the first right (east) on BoatHouse Road.
STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.
Information: Kerry Knowles, Regatta Chair (405) 321-7986 or email kmellgren@cox.net
COST
$17.00

for Skipper and Boat

$ -2.00

for US SAILING Member, Member # __________

$ 5.00

for each crew member
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off)
*OU football has a bye this weekend!

Please come out and lend a hand with the food prep, RC duty, harbormaster, other duties!
This is the last regatta of the year, thanks for everyone’s support this year.
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Mike Knoop, Executive Director
Chesapeake BoatHouse Foundation and the Chesapeake BoatHouse
Mike will be our guest speaker at the October TSC meeting on Sat. 10/21/06
Mike Knopp has been a driving force behind the development of rowing in Oklahoma City since 1999
when he and wife Tempe, along with a core group of rowers, established the Oklahoma Association for
Rowing (OAR). Since then, Mike has worked with the rowing community as well as civic and business
leaders to establish the Chesapeake Boathouse and bring rowing to the forefront in downtown Oklahoma
City.
A former assistant district attorney and later, an attorney for the Federal Aviation Administration, Mike left his law career in 2003 to become the coach of Oklahoma City
University's newly established varsity rowing program and pursue development of
rowing in Oklahoma City. In 2004, Mike staged OCU's first Head of the Oklahoma
Centennial Regatta which drew hundreds of competitors and thousands of spectators
from across the metro. The event became the most attended event in OCU history.
Today, it is one of the region's largest regattas and draws national attention in the
rowing community.
Both Mike and his wife began their rowing careers at Oklahoma State University
where they helped build a competitive collegiate club program. After rowing at OSU,
the couple continued competing in mixed double races while pursuing law and graduate degrees, while
rowing undefeated for several years at regattas across the region. Mike also had the opportunity to row in
Oxford, United Kingdom, while studying law.
After moving to Oklahoma City and establishing OAR, the Knopps developed a competitive juniors rowing
program which attracted high school students from across the metro area and produced numerous goldmedal winning crews. Mike coached OCU and OU club crews while helping develop programs to introduce Oklahoma City area residents to the sport.
Today, Mike serves as both Head Coach for the OCU Stars Varsity Rowing Program and as executive director for the Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation and Chesapeake Boathouse.
Michael J. Knopp
DOB: July 24, 1972, Kansas City, KS
Education
Oklahoma State University, bachelor’s degree, economics, 1994
University of Oklahoma, Juris Doctorate, 1997
Career and Public Service
• Oklahoma County Assistant District Attorney
• General Counsel, Federal Aviation Administration
• President and Founder, Oklahoma Association for Rowing
• Founder and Head Coach, University of Oklahoma Crew Club
• Head Men’s and Women’s Rowing Coach, Oklahoma City University
• Executive Director, Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation and Chesapeake Boathouse
We hope to have a nice turnout on the 21st to welcome Mike to the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse!
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15th Annual Layton Memorial Regatta Results
We thank everyone involved with this fun and important event. This was the 15th year for the Layton and it
is still one of the premier TSC sailing events of the year. This year we had 0-8kt winds that shifted several
times from ESE to NNW and back. This would have wrecked havoc had we been flying spinnakers, but with
jibs and genoas it was quite easy, although nerve-wracking, to shift from beating to a run. The RC boat had
Jerry Layton’s daughter, Sandra Messer (official preparatory flag holder, Teresa Holman (official photographer), Fredrica Cottrell (official scorekeeper), Isaac Reynolds (official class flag holder), Paul Reynolds official timer/RC, Alina Ford, who oversaw all our efforts, and yours truly, Les Cummings (tiller-man).
A special thank you to each of this year’s boat owners for allowing us to use their Catalina 22’s. Mary Anne
Secrist’s “Oh Yeah”, Barbara Schindler’s (Alacrity), Chad Cox’s “Whimsy, Phil Trotter’s speedboat the
“Barchetta” and Frank Lawler’s “Sacajewea” and for pulling her, bringing her down to the lake, allowing us
to use her and coming back the next day to pull her out and tow her back to OKC! Thanks to all the boat
owners, for without your boats this event would cease to exist.
We also thank the hard working kitchen crew of Rachel Agin, Bea Waller, Ed Shoemaker and Barbara Cummings, we thank those who brought food and dessert and I especially thank my wife Barbara for cooking all
the Chili, baking a cake, and two trays of cornbread. The food was delicious, thank you all!
I also want to take this opportunity to thank our Safety/Mark Boat operator, former commodore, Roger Elliott, he did a terrific job moving the marks closer and closer together as the winds fell during the afternoon.
Finally, I express my appreciation to Rick Shaw and Mary Anne Secrist for filling in as skippers, and to Lea
Ann Hughes who graciously filled in as crew on the Oh Yeah.

THE “LAYTON” 2006 RESULTS
Place
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Boat
Barchetta
Whimsy
Sacajewea
Oh Yeah
Alacrity

Points
6.00
12.75
13.00
21.00
22.00

Place

Skipper

Points

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Walt Hedrick
Rick Shaw
Phil Moershel
Kerry Knowles
Mary A. Secrist

9.5
13.75
14.75
16.75
20.00

Crew members
*Marilyn Friend, Tim Agin, David Craigie
John Ford, Ted Streuli, Mike Klatt
Doris Shoemaker, Glede Holman, Bill Brackett
Lea Ann Hughes, Adela Rojas, Te Woei Poon
Barbara Schindler, Lee Smith, Jim Waller

*Winning Crew
Tim, David, Marilyn and Les

Winning Skipper
Walt Hedrick and Les

Congrats to Walt Hedrick who sailed in the Layton for the first time this year, and to the great crew of
Marilyn Friend, Tim Agin, and Dave Craigie aboard the terrific boat, the “Barchetta”.
Thanks for everyone’s participation and help, especially Paul Reynolds and Kerry on Saturday, and J.B.
Messer, Jim Waller, Mike Klatt, Phil Moershel, Dave Craigie, and Paul Reynolds for pulling boats on Sunday
after a long day of racing!
Les Cummings, Layton RC
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2006 Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta
Photos by Teresa Holman and Rachel Agin
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Janie Davis
As most of you know, Janie has been a member of TSC on and off for many years. Last year she moved to
Salem, Massachusetts and has sent the following letter to her TSC friends. She has been active with the
Women’s Rolex competition, the NOOD, the Jr. Programs at CSSA and the OKC Boat Club among many
of her sailing credentials and activities. She has been Principal Race Officer for more than her fair share
of regattas at TSC as well. I still remember interviewing Janie on camera some years back, when she was
the CSSA Jr. Program Director, talking about the possibility of having a BoatHouse some day at Lake
Thunderbird. Janie is an LTEF board member, has been one of LTEF’s most faithful supporters over the
years, and one of my very good friends.
Enjoy, Les
============================================================================
A Year in New England: Janie Davis
Meteorologists predicted astronomically high tides and spray from the ocean. The first time I heard the expression “astronomically” high tides I thought they were being a bit melodramatic. Turns out that they really mean
high tides due to the full moon, an astronomical event! How was I supposed to know that being from Oklahoma, the
land of the Harvest Moon?
It was a windy, cold, clear and, of course, full moon night when I drove out to Marblehead Neck
(Massachusetts) last Friday to a beautiful little park surrounding the lighthouse. I often forget how beautiful that
park, about eight miles from my home in Salem, truly is. The waves were crashing over the rocks, spraying the shore
line. It looked like a scene from a movie.
I spent the summer sailing out around that park, leaving Marblehead Harbor and venturing about three to five
miles offshore for Saturday races and regattas. There is a rock that is halfway between Boston and Gloucester aptly
named Halfway Rock. It is amazing on a clear day to see downtown Boston while sailing upwind and to see Gloucester after rounding the offset mark with a perfect spinnaker set. One day this past summer it was so clear that you
could see the entire coast of Massachusetts: Newburyport, Gloucester, Manchester By The Sea, Beverly, Salem,
Marblehead, Boston and The South Shore, all the way to Cape Cod.
J/24 US4202 “Zot” was my ride for the summer. The boat is owned and mostly skippered by Frank McNamara who is lead counsel for Putnam Investments. Marblehead Racing Association coordinates racing from four
yacht clubs: The Boston Yacht Club, Corinthian Yacht Club, the Eastern Yacht Club (all three on Marblehead Harbor) and Jubilee Yacht Club in Beverly. District 1 Fleet 28 is the local J/24 fleet. Zot sailed well enough to win the
J/24 fleet for MRA and place 4th for the Fleet 28 championship. Three races are sailed every Saturday, two races
every Wednesday, and several regattas are mixed and matched to determine each championship. Lots and lots of racing with trophies for each race, each day, each event and each series! Where does one store all that glassware? Frank
is very gracious, generous and a meticulous boat owner that produced a highly competitive team for the whole season. My role was that of tactician and part time skipper. He and his wife, Lisa, and their three almost grown children
are all very active in racing sailing and youth programs in the area. I am honored to have been on the boat, and have
been asked to sign up for another season. At this point, Frank’s fear is that I’ll bring Earth Girls Are Easy to New
England and race against him instead of with him!
My friend and long time crew mate Linda Bays came up for the J/24 Women’s Championship in July. This
event was a J/24 World’s qualifier and attracted 21 teams from 3 countries to Marion, MA, and the Beverly Yacht
Club. I have yet to figure out why the yacht clubs are not in the cities they are named for! I skippered the boat owned
by the regatta organizer and the PRO, Nana and John Buckley, and while we did not finish well we enjoyed three
days of varying conditions. Friends Linda and I have known over the years of women’s sailing attended the event
and it was nice to do a July regatta where the parties were on the beach and you had to wear fleece to the cookouts!
The New England PHRF championships where we placed third, the Marblehead Land’s End NOOD regatta

Page 8

where we got several daily awards but fell short of the big prize, the Around The Rocks J/24 Regatta, The Down East
J/24 regatta in Maine (wow, what a clambake!) plus the series racing allowed me to log over 145 races from Memorial Day through September 10th. I’ve never logged so many races in one year, to say nothing of the shortened season.
Understanding and seeing ocean current and the effects of tides has always been one of the great challenges for me in
coastal racing. It makes a HUGE difference to do it 3-6 times per week rather than 6-10 times per year! I had the
opportunity to compete for Boston Yacht Club in team racing, and many other experiences that made for an incredible year. I will be doing frostbite sailing in the Sonar fleet on an all women’s team from mid-November through
March. I’m sure that will test my foul weather gear, guts and courage to the limits! Can’t wait to get started!
I hope I have enticed you enough that you will plan to come and sail on the North Shore! Bring your own
boat, or I’ll find you a ride, but I would love nothing more than to share the experience with more of you! We only
had 3 days of 90 degree temperatures all summer, so come and escape and learn and enjoy! Let’s toast a Dark ‘n
Stormy at the BYC next time you are in town! Remember, too, that Newport, RI, is only two hours away.
all of you, and thanks for all the encouragement and support throughout the past year.
Enjoy the following photos! Janie Davis

Janie’s Downeast Sailing Team (Above)
Left to right: Frank, Eric, Janie, Allison and Jamie.

2006 NOOD (National Offshore One-Design) Picnic

JANIE AND HER ‘DOWNEAST’ CREW LEADING THE J24 FLEET, PHOTO FROM SAILING WORLD
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We thank everyone involved with the
2006 CAST for Kids Fishing Derby held
at the BoatHouse 9/16/06
Susan Hendon, Jeff Tompkins, Chad Cox and
Les Cummings, Local CAST Committee
We are pleased to announce that the event went
well again this year. Even with the low water
which reduced the number of fishermen, we still
had sufficient boats to take each child for a fishing
trip. Prizes and gifts were provided to all the Kids
and Fishermen this year thanks to our terrific list of
Sponsors and Donors below.

Secretary: Mary Anne Secrist
The 2007 Board of Directors is taking shape. If you are
interested in serving, please send me email at
m.secrist@sbglobal.net.
Mark your calendars for the December Holiday Dinner on Saturday, December 9 at 6PM at the BoatHouse.
NO DECEMBER MEETING ON THE 16TH!
Annual awards will be presented at the Holiday Dinner.
Please let a board member know if you have a nominee
for Most Improved Sailor, Crew Member of the Year,
Sportsmanship, or Uncle Donnie awards.

This was the 5th year and the best organized CAST
event yet! Please, come out and help us next year.

Summer vacation photo

Dave and Joyce Craigie’s 8 year old grandson, Johnathan (front right) enjoys a North Channel inflatable trip
with other cruising friends during his summer-long adventure with grandpa and grandma!

BoatHouse Dock
Please be careful when using the BH dock!
With the severe drought and the 7’ drop in lake height, the
BoatHouse Dock is under tremendous pressures. In addition,
several pieces of flotation have become disconnected from
the dock itself. Repairs are ongoing to reinstall the flotation
in a more permanent manner. We thank, Phil Moershel,
Kerry Knowles, Paul Reynolds, and Dave Craigie for there
efforts to reinstall the foam flotation!
A few weeks ago, Les Cummings found one piece of foam a
mile north on the west side of the lake and returned it to the
shore at the dock. Please let et us know if you find any foam!
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2006 Executive Committee

Next Meeting!
Commodore:

Sat. Oct. 21, 6:00 PM at the BoatHouse
Mike Knopp, Executive Director
Chesapeake Boathouse and the
Oklahoma City Boathouse Foundation

Vice-Comm:
Rear-Comm:
Secretary:

Bring your friends and a favorite
dish to share!

Treasurer:

NOTE: HOLIDAY PARTY SAT, DEC. 9

Fleet Capt.

TSC Birthdays: October & November
Doezema, Ryan
Craigie, Joyce
Fitzpatrick, Warren
McKinzey, Greg
Vrenick, Eugene (Gene)
Potts, John
Crittenden, Glynis
Carlson, Ann
Messer, Sandra

10/15
10/19
10/23
10/25
10/25
11/15
11/19
11/20
11/25

If we missed
your birthday,
please contact
Dave Craigie
at incipient@
msn.com with
your info.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

M’sheet Ed.

Corbett Brown
749-1547
cb8197@sbc.com
Barbara Schindler
321-1354
bschin@cox.net
Jerry Lojka
620-4498
jlojka@aol.com
Mary Anne Secrist
329-3871
m.secrist@sbcglobal
David Craigie
741-2555
incipient@msn.com
Kerry Knowles
321-7968
kmellgren@cox.net
Les Cummings
271-7188
les-cummings@omrf.ouhsc.edu

