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TSC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
Since the last MainSheet, TSC has had three outstanding events. The annual Catch A Special Thrill
(CAST) fishing derby was a big success. By all accounts Talk Like a Pirate Day looks to be an annual
event.
Great photos are at http://
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/images/PirateDay/
index.html. The Layton Regatta was a great day of sailing for crew and skippers. Many thanks to all the volunteers for making these events successful and fun. A
special thanks to Chad Cox and Les Cummings for
skippering CAST and Les’s help with the Layton.

The TSC Membership meeting will be Saturday, October 20 at 6 p.m. The program will feature Lt. Wayne
Skrdla from the Department of Public Safety informing us about the Lake Patrol. These special troopers
encounter unique situations in promoting water safety
and marine law enforcement. Arlyn Hendricks of the
National Water Congress will also be a special guest.
Please bring a dish to share. The club will provide
drinks.
SEE YOU THERE!

I renewed my TSC dues for the next year on
the website. It was quick and easy.
Visit http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/
membership.htm.
It went smoothly and much easier than writing a check
and hunting a stamp. I encourage renewing members to
use this and let us know if there are any problems. Thanks to Ted Streuli for setting this up for the
club.
Mark your calendars for events still to come this
fall. The Hiram Douglas Regatta and Annual Chili
CookOff is set for Sunday, November 4. See more in
this issue of the MS. The TSC Board will be hosting a
BoatHouse Cleaning and BoatYard Party in November
TBA. And the TSC membership meeting will be Saturday, November 17.
The October TSC membership meeting will feature the
officers slate for 2008. The year has really gone by
fast. I encourage all to attend as a show of support for
the new officers. It's also just a good idea. I missed the
meeting back in '99 and ended up Fleet Captain. No
kidding, serving on the Board is a lot of fun. It's a great
way to get to know club members.
Commodore’s report continued in next column:

TALK LIKE A PIRATE DAY!
A few of the many Johnny Depp look-a-likes.
From left, Ed “Smiley Guy” Shoemaker, Roger
“LongHair” Elliott, Les “Wailing Wall” Cummings
and Paul “Hairy Chest” Reynolds.
More on page 3.
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Phone numbers you should know.
BH Management/LTEF

447-4974

BoatHouse

990-5171

Cell

Lake Patrol

425-2143

Cleveland Co. Sheriff

321-8600

TBird Park office

364-7634

Little River Marina

office: 364-8335 cell: 823-5077
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Vice-Commodore: Ted Streuli
We have some great programs scheduled for
the next few months. For the October meeting, Oklahoma Lake Patrol Lt. Wayne Skrdla will be on hand
to talk about what his unit does at Lake Thunderbird,
the problems they encounter and what they’re watching for. He’s expecting lots of questions. We’ll also
be electing our 2008 club officers at the October
meeting.
In November, Windycrest Sailing Club
members I.V. McNamara and Britt Williams will
join us to discuss the ins and outs of hosting a national regatta. Williams and McNamara were instrumental in organizing the Santana 20 nationals at
Lake Keystone in June and will talk about what went
right, what went wrong and how to prepare for such
an event. Catalina 22s, by the way, are due back in
our part pf the country five years from now for their
national championships, just about the time it would
take to register a fleet and get on the list for consideration.
December is our Christmas party and the
new officer installation, so there won’t be a regular
meeting or program.
Come January, our own Glede Hollman will
present a program on the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
Glede’s a very active member of the local flotilla and
will talk about the Auxilary’s role in boating safety,
free boat inspections and the other services the organization provides locally and nationally.
In the works for 2008 are another wine tasting, this
time with Girls Gone Wine, the three-woman winery
at Beaver Lake, and a visit from retired Admiral
Greg Slavonic who recently became the executive
director of the Jim Thorpe Association and the Oklahoma Sports Hall of Fame. We can ask him why no
sailors have been inducted. Also promising to provide a program in 2008 are Hardy Watkins, executive
director of the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Department; Susan Hendon, Lake Thunderbird State
Park manager; Mike McAuliffe, who runs Riverfest
and the holiday boat parade on the Oklahoma River;
and we might even get a visit from the member of a
radio-controlled-yacht club.
New on the Web site is the ability to take electronic payments through PayPal. After moving the
site to a new server with our existing ISP, we’re also
now able to process online forms. That means we can
send invoices by e-mail and save a bunch of time and
by not having to print them, stuff and address envelopes, stamp and mail them. And you don’t have to

write a check, address, stamp and mail a payment. It
also means new members can join and pay their fees
and dues online and we can take signups and payment
for classes and regattas online as well. Contact me if
you have any questions regarding online forms, payments or the Web site in general. Use
ted@thunderbirdsailingclub.org.
Fair winds – I’ll see you at the October meeting!
Ted

Treasurer: Dave Craigie
Greetings Sailors,
It is October and dues time again. If we have your correct e-mail address, you should have received an e-emil
from Ted Streuli, our hard working web master, letting
you know that it is now possible to pay your dues on
line. If you have already done this, Thank You!!!! You
are making my job easier and I appreciate that.
If you have not tried to pay your dues on line and would
like to, simply go to
the club web site
WWW.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org
Click on the
membership button and follow the instructions. You
can also pay your CSSA dues, US Sailing membership
and donate some of your children’s inheritance to the
LTEF. It will make you feel warm and fuzzy all over
for being so generous.
If paying for anything on line bothers you, you may of
course wait for the paper copy to hit your mail box. I
will also be at the regular meeting on the 20th with dues
renewal notices in hand if you would like to pick up
yours in person.
In any case, Thank You in advance for all that you do
and if there are any questions please do not hesitate to
call me personally.
Balance on 9-1-07
Checks written
Deposits
Balance 10-1-07

$4882.89
$872.51
$0
$4010.38

See you on the water.
Thanks, David
Note: The funds from the Layton Have not been deposited.
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ARRRRRRRRRRR, First Annual “Talk Like A Pirate” Day
The TSC afterguard had no idea how their Pirates’ Day plans would be greeted by the TSC membership.
Well, there’s no question now, it was a terrific event and the turnout was great! We had no idea that so
many mean, ugly pirates and their gorgeous lady pirates would show up. Even a wonderful contingent
of little brat pirates were running around along with a few lost OU football fans that were thrown into
the mix. The funniest pick-up line heard was “How’d ya like to scrape the barnacles off me rudder” :+)
Photos provided by Ted Streuli, Karen Thurston, and Les Cummings
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Thunderbird Sailing Club Presents
Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta
A one day Regatta, Sunday, November 4, 2007
A distance race on Sunday, 10 - 18 miles
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma

CLASSES: All boats 20 feet length on deck or greater are welcome. Boats shall register in either Spinnaker or Non-spinnaker, handicap fleets with handicapping being the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick with wind correction factors.
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2005-2008 Racing Rules of Sailing, and
CSSA Sailing Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix.
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st - 3rd in each fleet. The traveling Trophy will be presented to
the Skipper and Crew of the boat with the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet.
FACILITIES Ramp at Sailboat Point for centerboard and daggerboard boats and some fixed keelboats.
Ramps for fixed keelboats ½ mile west or 1 mile north of marina. Courtesy docks adjacent to the BoatHouse.
SCHEDULE:
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts
10:30 Registration ends
10:45 Competitors' Meeting
11:20 Harbor Gun
11:50 Warning Signal 1st start for Distance Race
16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building
17:00 Trophy presentation

DIRECTIONS: From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road south
to Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the
lake. Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
From the South: I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th Ave. to
Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the
lake. Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
INFORMATION: Phillip Moershel, Regatta Chair (405) 208-1532 or email pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
COST:
$17.00 for Skipper and Boat
$ -2.00 for US SAILING Member.
$ 5.00 for each crew member
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off)

STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.

The Hiram Douglas regatta is always the last CSSA event of the year, hope to see you there!
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Thunderbird Sailing Club Presents
Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta

Chili Cook Off
Sunday, November 4, 2007

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma

CLASSES: All chili with beans or without are welcome. Cooks shall register in either Bean or
Non-Bean handicap pots with handicapping using the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick
heat correction factors.
RULES: The cook off will be governed by the Fleet Captain and whatever judges volunteer to
taste the best chilies the club has to offer. Call Phil if you are a qualified judge!
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to best and hottest chilies.
FACILITIES: Chili should be hot and ready for judging by 1600.
SCHEDULE:
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts
10:30 Registration ends
16:00 Chili Judging
16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building
17:00 Trophy presentation
DIRECTIONS: The best chili cooks already know the way!
INFORMATION: Phillip Moershel, Regatta Chair (405) 208-1532 or email pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
COST:
$1.00 for cook and chili
$ -1.00 for TSC Member.
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off)

STATE LAW requires that all chili have a copy of their registration aboard.

Please let me know if you will be bringing chili. Cornbread, cheese, salad and brownies are
also needed.
Donations of “GasX” pills appreciated!
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GREETINGS TO TSC FROM PAT EHLERS
Former TSC member
Pat and Family are on a year long sabbatical aboard their
Pearson 424 “Jubilee” now anchored in the Potomac River.

Les,
Just thought I would send a quick email to say hello. I
don't know if you would remember me but my name is
Pat Ehlers and I was a member of the TSC when I lived
in Norman, Oklahoma. I had a Catalina 22 and then a
Pearson 35. My family moved to Portland, Oregon and
we took the P35 along
with us.
I really got the sailing bug when I learned to sail on
Lake Thunderbird and it never left. So, this year after
having sold the P35 and bought a Pearson 424, we set
out for a year of cruising
We've been out for just about four months now and it
has been fantastic. We started in Mystic, CT and then
did Block Island, the Vineyard, Nantucket and then
turned south toward the Hudson and we're now making
our way down the Chesapeake en route to the Bahamas.
We are presently at the Capital Yacht Club in D.C. anchored about a mile from the White House. It is a great
club and being here got me thinking about another great
club in Norman, OK.
Anyway, just thought I'd drop a line and thank the TSC
for providing some of the initial inspiration to head out
cruising.
Here is a link to our blog which you can share with anyone from TSC: www.jubileep424.blogspot.com

October/November Happy Birthdays!
Ryan Doezema
Joyce Craigie
Warren Fitzpatrick
Greg McKinzey
Gene Vrenick
Barbara Schindler
Pat Cox
John Potts
Ann Carlson
Sandra Messer

10/15
10/19
10/23
10/25
10/25
10/28
10/29
11/15
11/20
11/25

If your Oct/Nov Birthday is missing from this
list please contact Dave
Craigie at:

Cheers,
Pat Ehlers

TSC Annual Dues!
$50 full, $25 Associate and $15 Student. See
Treasurer’s message on Page 2

incipient@msn.com

Membership Information

or by phone at:

If any of your membership information has changed, please
contact:

741-2555
David Craigie
101 W. Marshall Dr, Midwest City OK 73110
405 741 2555
Incipient@MSN.com

Page 7
CAST for Kids Fishing Derby
Another perfect day at Lake Thunderbird!
The 6th Annual CAST For Kids Fishing Derby kicked off at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse at 6am Saturday September 22, 2007. Members of the Thunderbird Sailing Club were already on site with the doors open, coffee on, and ready to help
wherever they were needed before anyone arrived. The morning was perfect, just a slight breeze from the Southeast and a crystal
clear sky welcoming a beautiful sunrise viewed from the BoatHouse, perfect fishing weather!
By 7am many of the volunteers were already signed in and the registration tables, pfds, tackle boxes, fishing worms,
and rods/reels were being set up to greet the kids at their registration time of 8am. Juice, coffee, and delicious Krispy Kreme
donuts were enjoyed by all. Fishermen were now streaming into the BoatHouse dock from all parts of Lake Thunderbird.
Roger Elliott, President of the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation, headed up the food prep duties this year along
with able assistance from John Vallion of the Edmond Elks Lodge and Ed Shoemaker of the Thunderbird Sailing Club. They
had the grill started soon after the kids left on their fishing trip around 8am and all the food was ready to go at 11:30.
The terrific 40’ X 40’ tent provided by Hudiburg Auto Group and the Ann Zarrow Children’s Fund had been set up previously and the volunteers began setting up the tables and chairs to seat the approximate 125+ expected for lunch. The sound
system was installed and tested, and all the terrific gifts were set up in order for the kids to select their favorite at the awards
ceremony following lunch. Each fisherman was given a gift certificate provided by one of the following: H&H Marine, Nichols
Marine, Academy Sports, Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Sams Discount, and PF Chang’s. Ron Stahl, Marketing Director for the
Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation was our MC and as usual, did a terrific job.
The fishermen and the kids started returning just prior to the appointed lunch time and of course many fishing stories
were soon being told. Homeland Foods graciously provided most of the food for the event this year and we’ve already been told
that they want to be involved again next year. Shane and the staff at the Norman Homeland Foods Store did a terrific job by having the food ready for pickup on Friday afternoon and early Saturday morning.
Following the awards ceremony and the introduction of each fisherman and child, we had the traditional photo-op in
front of the BoatHouse. The festivities ended this year with Les Cummings leading three boisterous Hip Hip Hoorays for Ron
Stahl, our MC.
The volunteers representing many organizations did another terrific job this year. From registration, setup, cooking,
serving, to final cleanup, they made the event a success for the children. We missed CAST director Art Pasley this year as he
was busy at another CAST event but he made sure the rods/reels, tackle boxes, hats, shirts, etc. were delivered on time and ready
to go. Hopefully, he’ll be back with us again next year.
Finally, we thank the local CAST committee consisting of Susan Hendon, Thunderbird State Park Manager, Jeff Tompkins, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Dr. Chad Cox and Les Cummings both of the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation and
Thunderbird Sailing Club for planning and executing such a terrific CAST for Kids event. The local committee has worked for
many months contacting kids, boaters, donors, volunteers and sponsors. Their hard work, dedication, and organizational skills
make this event such a joy for all.
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15 Annual Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta
Les Cummings, Regatta Chair/PRO
What a terrific day! As usual, the Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta was an unqualified success. We only had one
scheduled crewperson that could not make it, and Jim Kasbohm agreed to fill in at the last minute. The skippers’
meeting was about 15 minutes late but didn’t put us behind at all. The winds were light but pretty steady from the 310 kt range from south to south west and the course was set to allow guests at the BoatHouse to watch the regatta
from the verandah.
The committee boat “Jerry L” was on good behavior and being able to launch her at the BoatHouse ramp makes it all
the better. I thank Phil Moershel, TSC Fleet Captain, for helping get the boat launched and the gear readied for the
event.
Roger Elliott was our mark/safety boat operator on the Carolina Skiff and did a yeoman’s job of moving skippers to
their next boat after each race. His good work enabled us to keep the races moving and we actually finished the final
race by around 2:30 even with light winds. And the only mark that had to be moved was the weather mark when
heavier winds combined with a light anchor allowed it to come down the lake not far from the start line on the final
race, this provided the most exciting weather-mark roundings of the day. The start line was in good shape all day and
we even had a couple of successful port end starts as the winds moved further south at the start.
This year we only had 4 Catalina 22’s available and ended up using Paul Reynolds San Juan 21 “The Great Pumpkin” as the 5th boat. Unfortunately, even though she was ‘tuned down’ she ran away from the fleet in each race which
made for a fun day for its crew and gave each skipper at least one win! As a result, we provided two first place crew
awards, one for the “Pumpkin” and one for the first place Catalina 22, “Whimsy”. We extend our thanks to all the
boat owners including Paul Reynolds (The Great Pumpkin), Chad Cox (Whimsy), Barbara Schindler (Alacrity),
Mary Anne Secrist (Oh Yeah), and Glede Holman who brought down the Oklahoma City Sea Scout boat. The racing
was close, and as usual several skippers had a chance to win right up to the last race of the day. We did finish with a
tie between Mary Anne Secrist (our Commodore) and Phil Moershel (our Fleet Captain). Unfortunately, for Mary
Anne, the tie breaker used the total score of the final two races which allow Phil to win 2.75 points to Mary Anne’s 6
points. We congratulate all the skippers for doing such a terrific job.
We had another crack Race Committee this year consisting of Fredrica Cottrell, Sandra Messer, Teresa Holman, Don
“Willie” Nelson, and Janet Kamas (Les’s friends from Edmond). I also thank Valerie Knight and Rachel Agin for
BoatHouse sitting during the event and, of course, Ed Shoemaker for helping to set up the delicious food which was
provided by the participants. It was great having all the help to clean up the BoatHouse after the event too. Thank
you all for making this one of the most enjoyable events of the year! Finally, I thank Jerry’s son-in-law for bringing
the interesting articles to share with us. Thanks to all for raising $390 for the “Jerry L” and no expenses!

First place fleet crew award is presented by Les to Tim Agin, Christian Swinhart, Paul Reynolds, and
Brian Swinhart. This crew aboard
the Paul Reynolds San Juan 21 just
blew away all competitors. Congratulations for some great sailing.

Les presents the first place Catalina 22
award to Dave Craigie, Doris Shoemaker, and J.B. Messer sailing aboard
the Whimsy. We thank owner Chad
Cox for loaning her for the regatta. The
Whimsy finished 8 points ahead of the
nearest Catalina 22. Congratulations!

First place skipper Phil Moershel
proudly accepts the beautiful Layton
Memorial Trophy which he will proudly
display for the next 12 months. Phil just
squeezed out a win with great racing in
the final two races just edging out a tiebreaker with Mary Anne Secrist!
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2007 Jerry Layton Regatta Score Sheets
Crews
nd

2 Place Cat
ALACRITY
Barbara Schindler
Corbett Brown
John Knight

st

1 Place Fleet
GREAT PUMPKIN
Paul Reynolds
Brian Swinhart
Christian Swinhart

st

3rd Place (tie)
3rd Place (tie)
SEA SCOUT
OH YEAH
Glede Holman
Jim Kasbohm
Courtney Holman
Jesus Salas
Zack
Jim Waller

1 Place Cat
WHIMSY
Dave Craigie
JB Messer
Doris Shoemaker

Boat Score Sheet
BOAT
ALACRITY
GREAT PUMPKIN
WHIMSY
SEA SCOUT
OH YEAH

RACE
1

RACE
2

RACE
3

RACE
4

RACE
5

TOT
PTS.

2

5

3

4

5

19

0.75
3
5
4

0.75
2
3
4

0.75
2
4
5

0.75
2
5
3

0.75
2
3
4

3.75
11
20
20

Skipper Score Sheet
SKIPPER
PHIL MOERSHEL
TED STREULI
MARY ANNE SECRIST
KERRY KNOWLES
FRANK LAWLER

RACE
1
2
0.75
3
5
4

RACE
2
4
5
0.75
2
3

RACE
3
4
5
3
0.75
2

RACE
4
2
5
3
4
0.75

RACE
TOT
5
PTS.
0.75
12.75
2
17.75
3
12.75
4
15.75
5
14.75
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Saturday, October 20, 2007
6PM at the BoatHouse
Lt. Wayne Skrdla, Oklahoma Lake
Patrol and Arlyn Hendricks, National
Water Safety Congress, will be our
special guests. Bring a dish please!

2007 Executive Committee
Commodore:
Vice-Comm:

Mary Anne Secrist
m.secrist@sbcglobal.com
Ted Streuli
ted@tedstreuli.com

Rear-Comm:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Fleet Captain:
M'sheet Ed:
Past Comm:

473-7591(m)
605-8073 (h)
589-0981 (m)
321-7968

Kerry Knowles
kmellgren@cox.net
Tim Agin
310-2198 (h)
tim80@cox.net
410-3069 (c)
David Craigie
741-2555
incipient@msn.com
Phil Moershel
364-6304
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Les Cummings
823-2342 (c)
les-cummings@omrf.ouhsc.edu 271-7188 (w)

Corbett Brown

749-1547

cb8197@sbc.com

Meet your 2007 TSC officers!
On the left are the 2007 TSC officers: From the left, Phil
Moershel, Fleet Captain; Tim Agin, Secretary; Kerry
Knowles, Rear Commodore; David Craigie, Treasurer;
Mary Anne Secrist, Commodore; Corbett Brown, PastCommodore; and Ted Streuli, Vice-Commodore.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

