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Thunderbird Sailing Club

www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org

Commodore: Phil Moershel
T Bird Sailors:
Each month I write this report I am amazed by the level of
activity we keep. In concert with the LTEF and Boathouse
activities, TSC is certainly not a “do nothing club”. We have
a lot of dedicated people behind the scenes pushing and keeping this show rolling. I’d like to thank LTEF and all the folks
who quietly made all the incredible arrangements for the
CAST. LTEF is already making arrangements for next year!

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing Association

P.O. Box 1652
Norman, Oklahoma 73070
Note: The TSC and BoatHouse are sharing this PO Box.

OU’s Heisman Winner Jason White
visits the Thunderbird BoatHouse!
See more on Pages 4 and 5

Pirate day was a success! I will allow myself on last Arrrrr in
celebration Arrrr! Thanks to Ted, Dave, Kerry, Altus and the
cast of thousand who helped with set up and (more importantly) clean up afterwards. I think that on that day we see a
lot of our members in their true form. I’m really glad that the
pirate theme doesn’t include grass skirts and cocoanut shells
(Oh, Ted) ARRR!
Without any statistics to back me up I’d like to congratulate
us on our growth in membership and welcome all the new
members. Part of this I’m sure is because we do stuff- we sail
(perhaps not enough) we have good parties, and we
(collectively with the Boathouse and LTEF) do good work
such as CAST and all the classes. Also, it is a lot easier now
to join and pay dues on-line! (thanks Ted and Dave.) It is
time now to renew your membership! Be sure to get your
renewal form from Dave Craigie and get your dues in. Arrr.
I sailed with Paul Reynolds on his “Great Pumpkin” in the
San Juan 21 Nationals at Lake Hefner this last weekend. I
missed Saturdays races in 20–30 mph winds, but Sunday’s 31
mph gusts were enough fun for me. My knuckles are just now
getting back their color. The next race coming up is the perennial battle between our scrappiest skippers in the Layton
regatta. Be sure to come out and enjoy the fun! The last race
this year on Sunday November 2 (Hiram Douglas) is my favorite! Everyone please turn out to either sail or help with
that long distance race. You have less than a month to get
your (boat’s) bottom scraped and scrubbed and shake the
spiders out of your sails. If you have a boat, please race it, if
you don’t, please find one to help race or offer to help with
RC duties.
The October TSC meeting will feature Hornblower Marine
Services’ OKC River Cruises and the officers slate for ‘09. I
encourage all to attend to show support for our new officers.

TSC Membership
Thanks to you, we continue to grow!
It has been an active membership month with several new
TSC members. Please welcome the following to the TSC:
Ralph and Jennifer Gragg and family
Jim and Vicki Palone
And welcome back to Camisa Stewart
And Welcome to new Associate Members from the recent
keelboat class taught by Rick Shaw and Jerry Lojka:
Jesse Baggett, Horton Deakins, Robert Frantz, Dave
Jewett, Simon Boyd, Dennis Stone, and Daniel Walker
Hope that I have not missed anyone. If so, my apologies
and please let me know. David
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Vice Commodore: Ted Streuli
On Deck
Our Oct. 18 meeting will feature Hornblower Marine, operators of the Oklahoma River Cruises on which our own Les
Cummings and Roger Elliot are captains. Hornblower operates high-speed ferries in Hawaii, Japan, Lake Michigan, the
Bahamas and Florida as well as conventional ferry service in
seven U.S. markets, including Oklahoma City. The Indianabased company also has experience in excursion and casino
ships.
Hornblower, the largest operator of high-speed car/passenger
ferries in the nation, was the first in the U.S. to operate vessels under the IMO High-Speed Craft Code and remains the
operator of the world’s largest riverboat casino.
Social hour at 6, pot luck dinner at 6:30, program at 7. Bring
a covered dish and a guest, and come meet some of our new
members!

Welcome aboard
Speaking of Hornblower, that’s who employs our newest
club member, Jim Palone. Jim and his wife, Vicki, are looking forward to crewing when you need a hand.
Also welcome our newest associate members from the September keel boat class: Jesse Baggett, Horton Deakins, Dennis Stone, Simon Boyd, Tim Chorley and Daniel Walker.

At the nav station

Treasurer: Dave Craigie
Greetings Sailors,
Membership renewals!
It is that time of year when we again try to replenish the
TSC coffers; our annual membership renewal time is
here. It is a necessary function that we do in order to
keep the doors open and help pay for club functions.
You should have received your renewal notice in the
mail by now. I do hope that you will favor me with a
quick response.
If you feel the uncontrollable irresistible urge to renew
your membership on line, you can do that too. Simply
go to the club website www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org
click on the membership section and then finish with a
credit card payment through Pay Pal.
You do not have to fill out the renewal form in its entirety. You only need to submit your name and any
other information that may have changed; your mailing
address, phone number, e-mail, etc. Thank “You” in
advance for doing this as it makes my job easier and
saves you the postage.

How to get new members? Just ask them!!

There have been a few changes on the Web site. The navigation bars now include a link to the club store, where you can
order TSC logo merchandise such as T-shirts, beach bags,
coffee mugs, note cards – even dog bowls. The club makes a
small profit on each item ordered. The two current designs
will switch up form time to time.

If any of your membership information has changed, please
contact:

We’ve also changed the front-page news feed to one I think
will be more reliable and added a temporary slide show from
the Pirate Day gallery.

David Craigie
101 W. Marshall Dr, Midwest City OK 73110
405 741 2555
Incipient@MSN.com

Membership Information

From the crow’s nest

Birthdays for Oct/Nov

If you haven’t heard, a new Disney film, Morning Light, will
be in theaters Oct. 17. It’s a documentary about 15 young
sailors as they prepare for – and ultimately compete in – the
TransPac on a 52-foot sloop.

If your birthday isn’t listed, please update your information with Dave Craigie at incipient@msn.com.

Unfortunately, Morning Light won’t be in any theaters in
Oklahoma or most other states – at least not initially. It’s
opening in 29 California theaters as well as some in other
“sailing” states, such as Maryland, Rhode Island, Washington, Connecticut, Maine, Hawaii, New York, New Jersey and
Florida. But if you’re anywhere between Sacramento and
Philadelphia (and we are), forget it. Maybe we can rent the
DVD when it comes out and have that for a program one
night.

October:
Angela Finkbeiner
Ryan Doezema
Joyce Craigie
Warren Fitzpatrick
Eugene (Gene) Vrenick
Barbara Schindler
Pat Cox
November:
Pam Landry
John
Potts
Sandra Messer

10/01
10/15
10/19
10/23
10/25
10/28
10/29
11/03
11/15
11/25
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FLEET CAPTAIN: Paul Reynolds
Last weekend I sailed Great Pumpkin in the San Juan
21 North American Championship at OCBC. I got
skunked.
Corbett, on Saturday, was my long-suffering crew
through 3 races of winds gusting to 30, broaches and
missed tacks. Phil M. , on Sunday, provided me with a
fine windshield as winds gusted to 39 mph. It seems
like we spent an inordinate amount looking down
at water pouring over the coaming. So much for our
spinnaker practice. It is really hard to make way in
heavy air. Luckily they shortened the 4th race
and stopped the regatta there, before anyone suffered
more than a few bruises and abrasions.
TSC was also, and more ably, represented by Bill E.
in his F28 which seemed completely at home in these
winds, soaring around the lake with total indifference to
the battered and benighted monohulls. It was also a
thrill to see Vernon Green and his family out in his
S20.
Don't miss the Layton, even if you are not racing - you
can watch from the verandah. The Hiram Douglas, Nov.
2, will be the last race of the Commodore's Cup series,
and of the CSSA season. I am happy to announce Janie
Davis will be PRO. The NOR is posted on our site (and
in this issue of the Mainsheet), as are the strict rules for
the world famous Layton Regatta BoatHouse Chili
cook-off. If you can't bring a boat, bring some beans.
Below Skipper Paul at the helm of ‘Great Pumpkin’
beam reaching with a bone in her teeth at Lake
Thunderbird in winds more to her liking! Is that
our friend Emily Jerman on deck as crew?

2008 Head of the Oklahoma
Rowing Championships!
Having the opportunity to run the Oklahoma River Cruise
boats and serve as a Head of the Oklahoma launch driver
have given me an interesting perspective to the event.
First you have hundreds of rowing shells that must transit
west to the Brum Lock just past Walker, and then we have
two 65’ OKC River Cruisers that must also transit that same
portion of the river to continue their journey to Meridian.
On Saturday I was running the Devon Discovery and after
contacting the regatta chair by radio, I left Regatta Landing
and started my transit west, making sure that I never exceeded the agreed to 600 rpm slow idle speed. During the
event each River Cruiser also had either Steve Stanionis or
Monty Compton, the General Manager and Operations Manager on each boat just in case issues came up. I had Monty
on board which was helpful because as we went past Walker
into the Brum Lock basin, we noted that the earlier River
Cruise captain had not reset the lock. This meant that we
were among some twenty shells, with winds of 10-20 kts
from the south. We tried resetting the lock from our location
just past Walker and the remote control would not start the
sequence from that distance. We called one of the official
runabouts from the regatta and asked them to take Monty
close to the lock with the remote so he could start the sequence. All this time I was working the boat slowly toward
the lock without getting too close to the lee shore/rocks and
trying to stay away from the flotilla of shells surrounding us.
Monty soon had the lock going through the sequence and I
safely moved through the remaining boats and into the lock.
Monty had climbed off the official’s boat and was standing
on the wall of the lock and when I finished the sequence and
the 150,000+ gallons of water had entered the lock to float us
some 9+ feet higher, Monty climbed aboard the Cruiser to
resounding applause from the passengers and crew. We completed our trip west without issue. Fortunately the regatta
was taking a break when we reached the lock coming back
east. so no traffic issues.
On Sunday I ran the regatta official’s starter launch and
helped with communication with the OK River Cruise captains as they transited the river. My experience from Saturday was very helpful and the racing official was pleased with
the communications and teamwork shown by both groups.
Come out next year and watch the regatta and take a trip on
the river!
Cap’n Les

Which crew is sculling and which is sweeping?

Local CAST Committee
Susan Hendon
Jeff Tompkins
Chad Cox
Les Cummings

Cast for Kids
Another great BoatHouse event!
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Major Local Sponsors
Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Homeland Stores
Citizens Bank of Edmond

BMI Systems

The entire week prior to this year’s CAST for Kid’s fishing derby was filled with dark clouds, rain, and forecasts of more of the
same. The weekend had been forecast for flooding from a tropical storm in the Baha Peninsula and from the impending hurricane Ike working its way across the Gulf of Mexico to south Texas. The decision regarding weather is not to cancel the event.
Even if it does rain we have a huge tent, a nice building, and loads of volunteers to see that the kids still have a wonderful day at
the lake.
Saturday morning came with overcast skies, light wind, and an absolutely perfect morning for the 7th annual Lake Thunderbird
CAST for Kids event. The BoatHouse was opened at 6am and volunteers were arriving by 6:30 to set up the registration tables
and ready the juice, coffee, and Krispy Kreme donuts for all the kids, parents, fishermen and volunteers.
At 8am the special guest for the day, 2003 Heisman Award winner, Jason White of the Oklahoma Sooners arrived and spent
over an hour visiting with the children and signing photographs and autographs. Jason was very cordial to everyone and said he
looked forward to attending future events. We thank Homeland Foods for helping to arrange Jason’s visit with us and for providing the majority of the food for the event.
By 9am registration was completed, the fishermen had their instructions, the boats were loading with the kids, parents, and caregivers and they were off for a picture perfect morning of fishing at Lake Thunderbird. While they were out on the water, food
service manager, Roger Elliott and assistant Ed Shoemaker were organizing the food preparation for well over 100 people. At
11:30 the food was ready and the kids were returning from their fishing trip. Most had caught several fish and those that hadn’t
were still excited having spent the morning on the lake.
Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Ron Stahl of the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation did another terrific job recognizing our sponsors, donors, volunteers, and handing out the plaques and gifts to the children and the gifts for each fisherman. The
local CAST committee consisted of Jeff Tompkins of the BOR, Chad Cox and Les Cummings of the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation, and Thunderbird State Park Manager, Ms. Susan Hendon who was presented a beautiful CAST for Kids
poster from the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation recognizing her support. A long-time volunteer, Mr. John Vallion, of
Edmond, Oklahoma was posthumously recognized with a plaque presented to his family for his efforts on behalf of the Cast for
Kids event. John and his family had always brought tables and chairs from the Edmond Elks Lodge and helped out with the
cooking and serving during the event. He will be greatly missed.
The event ended with the annual photo op in front of the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse and three hip-hip-hoorays were given for
all the volunteers and fishermen who helped this year. The threatening rains did finally arrive, but not until the event was over,
the BoatHouse cleaned up and all but the final group of BoatHouse volunteers had left. The event was a great success and could
not have gone better! We look forward to next year and express our appreciation to all our volunteers, donors, and sponsors.

A special thanks to the TSC membership, T-bird State Park, and BOR for all the help!
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Photos from the 2008 CAST for Kids Fishing Derby
Provided by Les Cummings (TSC), Lin and Gerald Hulsey (Edmond Elks Lodge)
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16th Annual Jerry Layton Memorial Regatta
‘Thanks for the great response again this year’
Sunday, October 12, 2008
Always the most ‘fun’ regatta each year!

Boats:
Catalina 22
Catalina 22
Starwind 19
McGregor 25
San Juan 21

‘Oh Yeah’
‘Alacrity’
‘Queen of Denial’
‘Seascape’
‘Great Pumpkin’

Mary Anne Secrist
Barbara Schindler
Mike Galoob
Ted Streuli
Paul Reynolds

Tentative Crews:
Oh Yeah:
Alacrity:
Queen of Denial:
Seascape:
Great Pumpkin:

Doris Shoemaker, Bobby Smith, Sam Tiffany
Barbara Schindler, Jim Palone, Jim Waller
Teresa Galoob, Paul Reynolds
Jerry Lojka, Linda Redick, Dan Walker, M. Klatt
Vernon Green, Te Woei Poon, Kerry Knowles, and
Charles or Ashley Warne

We have two crew on the waiting list: Ashley Warne and Marilyn Friend

Food Prep:
Ed Shoemaker and Roger Elliott, could use one or two more
Mark Boat:
Karen Thurston, need one more person on the mark boat
RC Boat:
Phil Moershel, Fredrica Cottrell, Les Cummings, Butch Enterline
Time: Crew and Boats at the BoatHouse by 9:30, RC meeting 10am sharp at BoatHouse
First Signal: 11am
Have your PFD with you
No whisker poles allowed, no spinnakers.
Other racing instructions announced at the RC meeting
Contact Les Cummings, PRO, to sign up...cell is 823-2342
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Thunderbird Sailing Club Presents
Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta
A one day Regatta, Sunday, November 2, 2008
A distance race on Sunday, 10 - 18 miles
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma

CLASSES: All boats 20 feet length on deck or greater are welcome. Other boats allowed at the discretion
of the Regatta Chair; please inquire. Boats shall register in either Spinnaker or Non-spinnaker, handicap
fleets with handicapping being the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick with wind correction factors.
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2005-2008 Racing Rules of Sailing, and
CSSA Sailing Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix.
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st - 3rd in each fleet. The traveling Trophy will be presented to
the Skipper and Crew of the boat with the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet.
FACILITIES Ramp at Sailboat Point for centerboard and daggerboard boats and some fixed keelboats.
Ramps for fixed keelboats ½ mile west or 1 mile north of marina. Courtesy docks adjacent to the BoatHouse.
SCHEDULE:
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts
10:30 Registration ends
10:45 Competitors' Meeting
11:20 Harbor Gun
11:50 Warning Signal 1st start for Distance Race
16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building
17:00 Trophy presentation

DIRECTIONS:
From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road south to Alameda
Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn
left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
From the South: I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th Ave. to
Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the
lake. Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
INFORMATION: Paul Reynolds, Regatta Chair (405) 292-5364 or email par2058@yahoo.com
COST:
$17.00 for Skipper and Boat
$ -2.00 for US SAILING Member.
$ 5.00 for each crew member
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off)
STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.
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Thunderbird Sailing Club Presents

Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta

Chili Cook Off,
Sunday, November 2, 2007
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma

CLASSES: All chili with beans or without are welcome. Cooks shall register in either Bean or
Non-Bean handicap pots with handicapping using the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick
heat correction factors.
RULES: The cook off will be governed by the Fleet Captain and whatever judges volunteer to
taste the best chilies the club has to offer. Call Paul if you are a qualified judge!
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to best and hottest chilies.
FACILITIES: Chili should be hot and ready for judging by 1600.
SCHEDULE:
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts
10:30 Registration ends
16:00 Chili Judging
16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building
17:00 Trophy presentation
DIRECTIONS: The best chili cooks already know the way!
INFORMATION: Paul Reynolds, Regatta Chair (405) 292-5364 or email par2058@yahoo.com
COST:
$1.00 for cook and chili
$ -1.00 for TSC Member.
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off)

STATE LAW requires that all chili have a copy of their registration aboard.

Please let me know if you will be bringing chili. Cornbread, cheese, salad and
brownies are also needed!
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Sea Scout Ship #5790
Movin’, Groovin’ and Sailin’

The National Sea Scout Poster: See below!
Can you find the three photos of the Norman Sea
Scout boats? Congrats Skipper Rick and Sea Scouts

Congrats to Skipper Rick and Jerry Lojka!

Sea Scout Ship membership boost
This year has flagged a turnaround for the Ship.
We had been running on vapors with just a couple of kids actively participating in ship’s activities. Things had looked gloomy as Skipper Rick
& Sea Scout Bronte Hirth went to BSA Merit
Badge fairs looking to drum up interest. And
although several troops came down to the BoatHouse for sailing experiences we were unable to
pry any of the Boy Scouts away from their
troops.
Then the flood gates opened and kids
and adults started calling and coming out to sail
with us. We signed seven (7) new youth and four
(4) new adults this year. Plus Danielle Hardre
turned 21 years old and has been upgraded to
Mate. This gives us a current total of eleven (11)
registered youth and ten (10) registered adults.
The kids are having fun and have taken responsibility in restoring the blue Catalina 22 that is
in the boatyard. We are planning to get scuba
certified and then a diving trip in the spring.
For anyone interested in becoming involved with a great group of teenagers and
sharing your seamanship knowledge with them,
contact Skipper Rick Shaw at 306-8597. We sail
every Saturday (weather permitting) and meet
on the first Friday of the month at the BoatHouse.

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
Boat Ramp Maintenance
Planned
Many of our volunteers have noticed that the boat ramp has
been in need of work since the floods of last year. Phil Moershel, Paul Reynolds and others have worked hard to get the
boat ramp back in good condition but it is in need of serious
work.
Thanks to income from our summer sailing classes (thank
you volunteers and students) we will fund a major topdressing of the boat ramp this month.
Phil Moershel, TSC Commodore, has taken on this project
and is working with a local gravel company to have the boat
ramp top-dressed with several inches of crusher run that
when compacted should be a much more stable surface for
us.
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2008 Executive Committee

Next Meeting:
Saturday October 18 at 6PM

Commodore:
Vice-Comm:

Program: Hornblower Marine Services
and the Oklahoma River Cruises

ted@tedstreuli.com

Rear-Comm:
Secretary

Please, Bring a dish to share !

Phil Moershel
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Ted Streuli

Treasurer:
Fleet Captain

Kerry Knowles
kmellgren@cox.net
Fredrica Cottrell
Fcottrell1@cox.net
David Craigie
incipient@msn.com
Paul Reynolds
par2058@yahoo.com

364-6304 (h)
605-8073 (h)
589-0981 (m)
321-7968
364-9902 (h)
760-2894 (m)
741-2555
292-5364 (h)
250-2093 (c)

Past-Comm:

Mary Anne Secrist

473-7591 (m)

M'sheet Ed:

m.secrist@sbcglobal.com
Les Cummings
les-cummings@omrf.org

823-2342 (c)
271-7188 (w)

Your 2008 officers! From the left, Kerry Knowles, Rear Commodore, Phil Moershel, Commodore, Mary Anne Secrist, PastCommodore, Ted Streuli, Vice-Commodore, Corbett Brown,
Past-Past Commodore, Dave Craigie, Treasurer, Fredrica
Cottrell, Secretary, Paul Reynolds, Fleet Captain, and Les Cummings Mainsheet Editor.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, OK 73070-1086

