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Note: The TSC and  

BoatHouse share this P.O. Box. 

In Michigan they stow their boats 

around the first of October and bring 

them out in April, hoping to be on the 

water May through September. In Oklahoma, we have year-round sailing. We are 

blessed to have a longer season and many on-the-water days, even in the midst of 

winter. As Dave C. mentioned, this is a good reason to buy our secondhand boats 

from up north; they are kept in dry storage all winter and kept clean. 

 Yet, I still think of our sailing season as coming in three parts: the early sea-

son, the powerboat season, and the late or fall season. From March 1 through the end 

of May is so often some of our best sailing weather. So now is the time to finish the 

boat cleanup. 

 Memorial Day through Labor Day is not just for powerboaters, but the week-

ends can become crowded  with powerboats and Jet Skis. With water levels down, the 

lake may become even more crowded with less surface area. I noticed that after La-

bor Day, it seems like someone throws a switch and the powerboaters are less and 

less numerous. It is not that I have anything against powerboaters, except on a light-

wind race day, when they come zipping by too close and ruin my sail shape, but I 

guess that is just me being greedy.   

 Most of all, I am excited that some of the best sailing days of the year are just 

beginning, with months of great water time before us. Remember, we’ll be out there, 

“Come hell or low water . . . ”  

 Hope to see you at TSC meetings, on the water, and for our first Commodore’s 

Cup Race on April 1.   —Jim  
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Planned Events from 

Fleet Captain Phil 

The first COMMODORE’S CUP RACE will be Monday 

evening, April 1. We are planning to have reverse handicap 

fixed starting times and a set course that we can sail weekly 

after that. After the race we will convene at the BoatHouse 

to report our times and have a beverage. Please watch for 

final details and start times in the April newsletter, and e-

mails in the last of March. If you are planning to race please 

contact me so that we can assign a class start time. 

 This summer, Sundays are for sailing, weather and conflicting BoatHouse 

events excepted. Let’s get our dinghies out for a sail. If we have enough boats, 

we can race as well. As Vesta Gettys once said, “Two boats on a lake 

means a race.” Watch the newsletter for SUNFISH SUNDAY alerts as the sum-

mer schedule is confirmed.  

 Please contact me if you have any questions or you are planning on racing 

on Monday, April 1: phil@moershel.com or 208-1532. 

 Please also see the announcement my daughter Alva wrote below for the 

TSC FAMILY SAILING DAY. I hope to see our member families out to sail a 

bit, enjoy the beach, and have a picnic.    —Phil 

 

Head’s up! 

A Plan in Action: A First TSC Family Sailing Day 
I know that my family is happy to support my TSC activities but finds them to be a lit-

tle dull (no kids to play with and all talk about sailing). I wanted to find a way to en-

courage my non-sailing kids and husband to come out and have fun outside of racing. 

Last summer I had the opportunity to bring my family to the BoatHouse for the after-

noon, which meant that we had a small group of children playing on the beach. The af-

ternoon was a smashing success. This got me thinking about all the other children, 

grandchildren and non-sailing spouses lurking in the wings of our organization. 

 What better way to get TSC families involved than to have a family sailing day? 

Plans are in the works for the club’s first-ever family sailing day on June 23, from 1 to 

5 p.m. I would like help with this event. Please contact me at alva@brockus.org or 

(405) 820-4837 to help with this event or to offer your suggestions.    —Alva 

 
 

Eds. note:  

Watch the Mainsheet for more 

on this event as we get closer 

to June! 
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From your  

Treasurer and 

Membership  

Secretary,  

David Craigie 
 

Greetings, Thunder Sailors, 

 Doris Dewberry is a  

winner. She has designed a front cover for the upcoming New TSC Membership Di-

rectory. Thanks for all that you do, Doris. 

 I am finalizing the new TSC Membership Directory. If  there any changes to 

your member information, please get the information to me ASAP. 

 Renewals: There are still have several members who have failed to renew 

their membership. Please consider sending your renewal in today. Thanks for your 

support. 

 Treasurer Stuff: We have a balance of $6,817.22 in the TSC checking ac-

count. The Junior Sailing Club has a balance of $478.96, and the Layton fund has a 

balance of $772.10. Five hundred dollars of the Layton fund have been transferred 

to the LTEF’s pontoon boat fund so that they could be applied toward matching 

funds. We have no outstanding bills at this 

time. 

 US Sailing Renewals: We currently are 

members of US Sailing’s “Member Partner 

Program.” They offer a 20 percent discount on 

memberships and it benefits TSC with some 

promotional. If you are interested, please get in 

touch with me and I will send you the informa-

tion you need. 

 Thanks for all your support! Let’s hope 

for a wet spring! 

        See you on the water, David 

This year’s challenge! Get the TSP manager on the water! 
Our speaker for February, Susie Snider, the Thunderbird State Park manager for the past 

year, has never been on the lake itself. It seems that she is not too fond of anything less than 

dry land. With her permission, there is a $20 bounty going to the first skipper who takes her 

for a sailboat ride. She specified that I could only pay off for a round-trip ride. Any tak-

ers??? See information about this month’s program on page 7. —Kerry Knowles 
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The TSC plans to purchase a new or nearly new pontoon boat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation Board of Directors has joined 
with the TSC to provide up to $6,000 in matching funds toward the purchase 
of a new or nearly new pontoon boat and motor! If you contribute toward the 
purchase, every dollar you give will be matched by the LTEF up to $6,000. For 
example, if you give $500, we will then have $1,000 toward the purchase. We 
hope to sell the old pontoon boat, and the LTEF has approved the sale of sev-
eral unused centerboard boats to raise additional funds for the project. With 
some money from the TSC and the Jerry Layton Fund and donations from YOU, 
we will be able to get the new boat. It all depends on you, our members and 
friends, to help us get a new or newer pontoon boat and motor. If you contrib-
ute, we will have a new Race Committee boat, a boat to use with our camps, 
classes, CAST events, GODSA events, evening picnics and raft‐ups. Our current 
pontoon boat is no longer usable. We already have $500 donated and addi-
tional commitments for $1,000, and with the match that will soon be $3,000. 
So, we will be quickly on our way. 
 The LTEF has started a Pontoon Boat fund and we ask that your tax‐
deductible donations be made out to the LTEF Pontoon Boat Fund. The LTEF 
(a 501C3 non‐profit) will provide each donor with a receipt and thank you for 
their tax records. Checks may be sent to LTEF, PO Box 1756, Norman, OK 

73070‐1756. Of course, we are always open to the donation of a nice pontoon 
boat and motor, or feel free to send us the name of anyone you know 

who has a nice pontoon boat and motor for a very reasonable price. 
Help put us over the top and ready for a new season! 
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An Observation …  

 I AM STUCK ON YOU …  

 

On Valentine’s Day being stuck on someone was great. It is positive, 

flattering. 

 

HOWEVER ... being stuck by the Goathead Stickers in any season is painful, in-

duces crying, swearing, and tears. (I know from experience!) NOW is the season to 

attack the evil plant that lies between the BoatHouse and our ever increasing shore-

line.  

The OSU Extension suggests: we torch, dig, rake, spray, or dispense weevils 

to rid our area of this evil plant. One effort will not be enough! 

They recommend digging it out and tossing grass seeds, which will help to 

smother the evil plant.  

If any club member has practical knowledge of how to han-

dle this problem or has been seized by this plant, your help will be 

needed. Think of the Family Sailing Day or the Kids Sailing 

Camp when participants must lay their Opti rigging and sails on 

the lawn. Or remember this past fall when clothing was mutilated 

by Goathead Stickers. 

Members … here is a chance to volunteer and maybe swear 

like a sailor if you get stuck!     —Doris, ddewsail@aol.com 

 
 

   Goatheads are baaaaaaaaaaad!! 

Sea Scouts Need a New Genoa 

The genoa on the Sea Scout Catalina 27 has been 

torn again the second time this year. The sail is more 

than 34 years old and patches run the length of the 

leech. We are trying to get a new or slightly used re-

placement. Boat sales are slow and we could use 

TSC’s help. We also use the boat for the keelboat 

class. Anyone willing to contribute toward a genoa, 

contact Skipper Rick at (405) 306-8597. 



 

 

 

New TSC and LTEF Websites 
The new websites will be accessible on or before March 1, 2013 

  

Over the past several years, Ted Streuli, TSC Past Commodore, has been providing the time 

and effort to update our TSC, LTEF and BoatHouse websites. We thank Ted for his terrific as-

sistance and for paying the cost for hosting and registration of the websites over the years! 

 The software used for those websites has been replaced by new products and the cost is 

too expensive to get the new version. Therefore, we have decided to move to an open-source 

(free) web platform, WordPress, which is one of the most used web-editing and content man-

agement systems available. 

 Past Commodore Les Cummings has been working with Danny Smith, of iWebArchi-

tect.com, to move the sites to the new platform. The decision was also made to eliminate the 

www.thunderbirdboathouse.org site and to include this information on the TSC website in that 

the information for the BoatHouse does not change very often. 

 The URLs (links), www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org and 

www.ltef.org, have not changed. We have tried to update contact 

information as it becomes available and have also updated the 

2013 calendar with our class schedule for the 2013 season. More 

calendar updates will be made as they become available. 

 Please send website corrections and updates to  

cummingslester@gmail.com.   —Les 

Kerry’s Korner:  

Speaker for March 

A little feedback, please—but don’t throw rotten fruit. I seldom get any 

suggestions or response regarding the guest speakers at club meetings. If 

you have an idea, let me know. Please remember that the meetings are open to your 

guests, so let’s try to fill the house this year. 

     Guest speaker for the March meeting will be Randy Worden. Randy is the Executive 

Director of the Central Oklahoma Master Conservancy District. He will address the water 

issues regarding Norman and Lake Thunderbird including recent legislation passed by 

Congress which may give additional options for increased supplies from outside the lake 

watershed. Have your (intelligent) questions ready. Below are some recent news articles 

regarding 

 the water supplies. —Kerry Knowles, Vice Commodore 

 •http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x730445252/Del-City-could-provide-oasis-in-drought 

 •http://inhofe.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?

FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=ee71c9f1-c541-97c2-7f33-

3d290ef2256f&IsPrint=true 

 •http://enidnews.com/state/x349505231/Norman-facing-water-conservation-measures/print 
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For Sale 1977 North American 23  
Main and two jibs (110 and 140), plus good tandem trailer. $2,000. 

Contact Skipper Rick Shaw at (405) 306-8597. 

 

 

 
 

Birthdays 

1 Susan Tiffany 

8 Mike Devenitch 

8 Jason Wells 

13 Bea Waller 

13          Camisa Stewart 

14 Paul Reynolds 

15 Jacques Landry 

19 Ann Luppens 

19  J. Alva Brockus 

19  Cindy Wood 

21 Trisha Tuck 

21  Barbara Cummings 

21 Catherine Morin 

27 Emily Jerman 

27 Hadley Jerman 

TSC 2013 Schedule 
 

One-time events: 

April 14 - Management Committee meeting 

April 19, 26 - Basic Keelboat (Classroom) 

April 27 - Trinity Lutheran ESL Rental 

May 4 - Work Day 

May 23-26 - Level 1 Instructor 

May 25 - Raft-up 

June 3-9 - Small Boat Sailing 

June 17-22 - Kids Camp I 

Jun 23 - TSC Family Day 

June 27-29 - Intermediate Sailing 

July 8-13 - Kids Camp II 

Aug 31 - GODSA WaterFest 

Sept. 21 - CAST 

Oct 6 - Layton Regatta 

Nov. 3 - Hiram Douglas Regatta 

 

Standing events: 

Sea Scouts - every Saturday 

TSC Club Races - Mondays, April-Sept. 

TSC Meetings - Third Saturdays 

 

TSC Officers: 
Commodore:  

Jim Eller, 405-924-3148, 

wjimeller@gmail.com 

 

Past Commodore: 

Barbara Schindler, 405-321 1354, 

bschin@cox.net 

 

Vice Commodore: 

Kerry Knowles, 405-833-7044, 

normanmillwork@att.net 

 

Rear Commodore: 

Sam Tiffany, 405-822-3280, 

stiffany@cox.net 

 

Fleet Captain: 

Phil Moershel, 405-208-1532, 

pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary: 

Teresa Galoob, 405-329-2514, 

mtgaloob@msn.com 

 

 

Treasurer: 

David Craigie, 405-613-7774, 

Incipient@msn.com 

 

Mainsheet Editors:      

Emily Jerman,  

emilyjerman@gmail.com 

Doris Dewberry, 

ddewsail@aol.com 

 

April 
7  Kathy Lawler 

15 Lorrie Sylvester 

19        Cheri Elliott 

19  James Anderson 

24 Brian Crittenden 

25 Janie Davis 

26 Nita Trotter 

29 Jim Kasbohm 

March 


