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Commodore’s Considerations
An Unmarked Toll Road
Jim Eller
Be warned there are such things as unmarked toll roads. In Oklahoma, we are more
than a little familiar with turnpikes and user fees or user taxation. When I worked in
Tahlequah, I had to drive through Hulbert. The locals knew it was a speed trap. In
Hulbert if you go more than a mile or two over the speed limit, there is a high likelihood that you will be ticketed. Justice is not the point. It is in fact, a toll road designed
to capture tourist dollars without simply saying so. As I said, “The locals know that.”
It helps fund the police department and other public works in the community. Such is
the nature of an unmarked toll road.
Somehow I missed out on getting the word that in fact the Alameda Road leading
into the Park and some degree all the roads in Thunderbird State Park have traffic enforcement that rivals Hulbert. In early spring I was in a hurry to get to the BoatHouse
because I promised a member I would drop off boat parts that evening. I drove over
on a cold and windy evening. I was in a hurry. I must have been one of the three people in the entire park. I rolled through the stop sign (not a military stop) in front of the
Park Headquarters. I slowed down to around five miles an hour or less, which felt was
a safe “stop” under those conditions. Did I mention it was a cold and windy evening
with almost no one in the park? However, there was one exception, a patrol car across
the street. I was of course pursued and ticketed. I was told by the officer, he was doing
me a favor by not ticketing me for running both the stop sign near the marina and the
one at the Park Headquarters. He only gave me one ticket, costing a mere $211. The
action was not personal. I just happened to be in the right place, at the right time, to be
offered the opportunity to pay a pre-designated user fee.
continued on next page >>
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continued from page 1
So the moral of the story is: The traffic laws in the Park
surrounding our lake are strictly enforced. You may want to
contribute to the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation
or the Friends of Lake Thunderbird Park, or you may want
to ignore the stop signs and contribute to Cleveland County.
Just thought you might like to know this cold story in the
heat of August. —Jim

We are planning

one more family day Aug. 11!
For those who haven’t been able to come to a family day, let me tell
you a bit about how it goes. So far, we have planned them from 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m. So far, we have had a “blow out” day and a “glass” day. And
despite the wind not cooperating with our sailors all that much, everyone has managed to have a lot of fun.
If you come, you will find three things going on:
1. There will be a crew of people lounging in chairs in the shade by the deck. They
snack, offer snacks, and occasionally waylay a young child to apply more sunscreen. These people are thoroughly happy to sit up there and converse with whoever
wanders by and appear to have a very lovely time doing it.
2. The next group is playing down on the beach and in the shallows. These people are
a mix of kids, parents and grandparents. They are liable to be getting splashed by someone or run over slowly by a kayak … which is most likely being manned by a young
child. This bunch is awash in giggles and smiles, and is having a really good time.
3. Finally, there are the people out on the boats. This crew is a mix of optimists or
fools … confident that they will find some wind or confident that they can conquer too
much wind. In both cases, guess what? They are having fun and polishing skills.
In short, no matter what your pleasure, sitting, splashing, or sailing, there is something for everyone at family day. Pack a picnic, your favorite lakeside activities, and come join us August 11 for the
third and last family day of the summer. You won’t want to
miss it! —Alva Brockus
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Wednesday Evening Raft Up
Join us on August 21 for the full moon. It hasn’t been

a hot summer, maybe a bit humid … but it is
Oklahoma, and we will just enjoy what God gives
us and not what the weatherman predicts.
Meet at the BoatHouse from 6 to 6:30
p.m. or bring your boat and raft up at 7 p.m.
at the Marker Buoy #6 between the dam and
Clear Bay Cafe.
Hope to see you there! —Jim

Don’t we wish!

Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports
Association Water Fest Coming Up!
The 3rd Annual Water Fest, put on by the Greater Oklahoma
Disabled Sports Association and hosted by the BoatHouse, is
just a few weeks away. It will be on Saturday, August 24, from
An Illusion sailboat under way
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The past years have been very successful with many handicapped participants, family
and friends enjoying a rare day on the water. This is often the only opportunity these individuals get to be on a water craft or sailboat. Their smiles are worth all of our club effort. It
is our wonderful volunteers who have made this such a great experience for all involved.
With the lake level way up I know we will have a great day. We will likely float the
Illusion, an American, Sunfish, kayak, canoe and a safety boat. Our new pontoon boat The
Jerry L will be a super addition. We will also need two to three keelboats. Please volunteer
your time and boat. We now have a person-lift for the dock that greatly eases boarding for
those who need it.
Lunch and a t-shirt are provided for volunteers. Let me know if you can help!
—Paul Reynolds, PT (405-250-2093)

Boat for sale!
Catalina 30, in exquisite condition, slipped at
Clear Bay Marina. Contact Marilyn Friend for
more information: m-friend@cox.net
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The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
at Norman, Oklahoma
Presents the Fall 2013

US Sailing Basic Keelboat Course
An opportunity for individuals who want to improve their sailing skills
and achieve a nationally recognized certification on big boats

Why:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Opportunity to learn how to sail 25-27 foot big boats at a local lake
US Sailing Certification provides a record of your skill level.
Synchronizes your experience with a proven sail training course.
An accomplishment for yourself that can last a lifetime

Who...
Individuals eager to learn or reinforce big boat sailing techniques and obtain a US Sailing certification
recognized at boat charter facilities nationwide.

When and Where...
2 Friday evening classes September 13 & 20 (6-9pm), @ Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
Then at least 2 four hour on the water sessions on a 25-27 foot sailboat.

Cost...
$250 – US Sailing course fee, Includes a 1 year US Sailing membership $65,
and a one year Thunderbird Sailing club Associate membership.
$50 discount for TSC Members.

Topics covered:
Parts of a boat (nomenclature)
Points of sail
Basic rules of the road
How to read charts
Commonly used knots

Parts of a sail & choice per wind speed
How to handle heat & cold emergencies
Upwind & downwind sailing skills
Anchoring, heaving to, reefing sails
PFDs & other personal gear

What’s next?
This is the entry level US Sailing Keelboat class. There are five more advanced courses available
around the country. More information is available on US Sailing.org

For additional information, contact:
Rick Shaw, Keelboat Instructor 405-306-8597, Shaw9939@sbcglobal.net

July Sailing Camp…

Smooth sailing!

Remember the old movie His, Mine,
and Ours?
It was a 1968 movie with
Lucille Ball and Henry Fonda.
Well, that was Sailing Camp II
this July! This camp was a family affair. We had six members’ grandchildren and two members’ children
and four instructors (Matt, Marilyn,
Jim, and myself) who were related to
students. I know that is a record number of family offspring in one session. It gets better … we had 11
students, 11 instructors, 3 trips across the lake, perfect winds, mild
temperatures, no major
traumas, and a blessed
full lake.

Special Thanks to:
Jim Eller, Jim Waller, Jim Kasbohm,
Marilyn Friend, Chintalah Devenitch,
Eleanor Schrems, Phil Deberry, Greg
Stevens, Mike Moore, Matt Maupin
—Fleet Captain Phil Moershel

From your Treasurer
and Membership Secretary
Greetings Thunder Sailors,
I’m Back: It has been a nice summer away aboard Incipient in northern waters, but like always, it is good to get back home. It is especially good to come home to green grass, farm
ponds that are full to the brim and home lake that is over normal pool level.
Treasurer Stuff: I will have a full report on this in the next Mainsheet.
US Sailing Renewals: We currently are members of US Sailing “Member Partner Program.”
They offer a 20% discount on memberships and it benefits TSC with some promotional. If
you are interested, please get in touch with me and I will send you the information you need.
Thanks for all your support. See you on the water! —David

There are lots of things that go on at our club board meetings, and with
Teresa Galoob’s notes, we wouldn’t know what was discussed. Here’s an example of what she does for us. Thank you, Teresa!
20th, July, 2013, Thunderbird Sailing Club Meeting
In Attendance: Jim Eller, Phil Moershel, Sam Tiffany, Barbara Schindler, Rick Shaw, T. Galoob
TREASURER’S REPORT—Same total as last month (June)
Report on SAILING CAMP—P. Moershel, Very well, full class with Capsizing & “In Irons” drills.
RACE COMMITTEE—P. Moershel, Times need to be sent into his e-mail. Up to 8 boats racing
Layton Regatta in October 6, 2013, Jim or Les will coordinate it.
Hiram Douglas—1st wk.end of November. Paul, Les, and Jim will organize it.
CAST—Sept. 21, w. Les Cummings.
GODSA—the next upcoming event. Jim will check with Paul.
Keelboat Class—Sept. 13 & 20, with Rick Shaw.
Family Day—replaced Full Moon raft up, July 21. Bring own picnic. Contact Alva.
BOATYARD—Remove old Pontoon. Maintain smaller boats on cleaning day at club, Sept. 14. Order parts
for boats through APS catalogue.
Sam Tiffany reported on the Insurance Payments for the business, and the clubhouse.
Les had the water hydrant repaired, replaced a receptacle on decks, and light motion sensor.
Sam will acquire the water bill from the park for the hydrant repair.
New Shed—P. Moershel is designing a plan for it.
Sam reported a possible builder at a reasonable cost. Commission for the order.
Old building must be moved.
Kerry Knowles volunteered to remove the old pontoon from the grounds.
P. Moershel will host an event at clubhouse on August 16, Ok. Clean Lake Society.
Motion to adjourn, 5:47 p.m.

Volunteer safety checks from the Coast Guard Auxiliary
A Vessel Safety Check (VSC) is a FREE, voluntary check of your boat and its safety
equipment. Auxiliarists help educate the boater through a direct, face-to-face safety information exchange with the owner or operator and provide instructions on equipment to be carried
on board and other matters affecting safety. Federal and local regulations are explained as
well as other matters of interest. The VSC is performed only with the specific consent of the
owner/operator, who is present at the time of the examination.
What’s the incentive for you to have a VSC performed on your boat? Well, besides
the obvious feeling of satisfaction in knowing your boat is safe and prepared, the boat displaying the Coast Guard Auxiliary “Seal of Safety” on its port windshield signals to the boating world that a responsible skipper cares about having a safe boat. Your passengers will
know that your boat meets federal and state safety equipment requirements. The “Seal of
Safety” is good for one calendar year and is recognized throughout the entire United States.
A VSC is performed mainly on pleasure vessels less than 65 feet. Auxiliary VSC requirements parallel Federal regulations with regard to equipment to be carried on board and
the general condition of the boat.
The mandatory vessel safety check requirements include boat documentation papers,
vessel numbering that are 3” block letters spaced per state law contrasting with the boat color,
a working fire extinguisher, one life jacket per person on board, a throwable with a line attached and a sound producing device. All navigation lighting has to be functional. The engine
area has to be free of debris and have proper ventilation.
One of the most commonly asked questions is, “What if my boat flunks?” No problem,
just schedule a second examination. The VSC is not a law enforcement action. No one gets a
copy of your failure to pass. You get a checklist of your needs and, often, help in obtaining
them. Where to get another examination isn’t a dilemma either. Usually, an Auxiliary examiner will meet you at your boat—back at the ramp or marina or even your house.
To receive additional information or to schedule a vessel safety check, please contact:
Linda J. Sadler, 405-602-0175 or jsadler13@cox.net

Dear Jeannie Eller and family,
The Thunderbird Sailing Club wishes to express our deepest
condolences to you and your family over the recent loss of your
dearly beloved father.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to you and yours at this time.
Peace be with you.
—The Thunderbird Sailing Club

A Fishy Program
The meeting for Saturday the 17th will be an educational program
for all of our non-anglers. With C.A.S.T. coming soon, I thought it
might behoove the participating members to increase their chance of
bringing home the bacon, so to speak. A representative of the Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation will present a program on what to fish for, where to fish, appropriate gear, what bait to use, and general tips for a successful outing on our lake. Lessons
learned can enhance members’ enjoyment the lake in the future. This even causes me to
give some thought to a team tournament among members in the future. —Kerry Knowles

TSC 2013 Schedule
Aug. 11 - Family Day
Aug. 16 - Clean Lake Society
Aug. 21 - Full Moon Raft-up
Aug. 24 - GODSA WaterFest
Sept. 13, 20 - Keelboat Class
Sept. 21 - CAST
Oct 6 - Layton Regatta
Nov. 3 - Hiram Douglas Regatta

Standing events:
Sea Scouts - every Saturday
TSC Club Races - Tuesdays, May-Sept.
TSC Meetings - Third Saturdays

Birthdays
August
5
Betsey Streuli
7
Talitha Glosemeyer
10
Rick Wood
11
Sam Tiffany
15
Barbara Boren
19
Steve Robison
19
Andy Rieger
21
Cheryl Brackett
21
George LeVan
25
Linda Lojka
28
Linda Sadler
30
Bill Burrows

TSC Officers:
Commodore:
Jim Eller, 405-924-3148,
wjimeller@gmail.com
Past Commodore:
Barbara Schindler, 405-321 1354,
bschin@cox.net
Vice Commodore:
Kerry Knowles, 405-833-7044,
normanmillwork@att.net
Rear Commodore:
Sam Tiffany, 405-822-3280,
stiffany@cox.net
Fleet Captain:
Phil Moershel, 405-208-1532,
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net

Fleet Captain:
Phil Moershel, 405-2081532, pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Secretary:
Teresa Galoob, 405-3292514, mtgaloob@msn.com
Treasurer:
David Craigie, 405-6137774, Incipient@msn.com
Mainsheet Editors:
Emily Jerman, emilyjerman@gmail.com
Doris Dewberry,
ddewsail@aol.com

September
1
Marilyn Friend
4
Teresa Galoob
5
Naree Devenitch
9
Xias Qi
13
Mary Anne Secrist
14
Jill LeVan
17
Kerry Knowles
23
Angela Kasbohm
30
Ray Psikal

