
 

 Mainsheet 
October 2013 

 

Commodore’s Comments 

Jim Eller 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with 
United States Sailing & Central States Sailing 

Association 

P.O. Box 1652 

Norman, Oklahoma 73070 

Note: The TSC and  

BoatHouse share this P.O. Box. 

As you read this Mainsheet we are but a few days away from our 19th annual Jerry 

Layton Regatta. This is our best and most exciting TSC race of the year. Five of our 

own members will be testing their skills against each other and the Oklahoma wind in 

the process.  

The regatta will take place on Sunday, Oct. 6. Meet at 10 a.m. for the skippers’ 

meeting. At this point we have five boats, five skippers, and nearly fifteen members 

who have volunteered for crew. However, we still need three or four more volunteers to 

help crew the safety boat and to serve on the committee boat. I hope you are coming 

out. Please volunteer to help fill these positions! 

The other big sailing event of the year is November’s Hiram Douglas regatta, an 

official CSSA event (Central States Sailing Association). It is also called the Long-

Distance Race, because it is one race that pretty much encompasses the entire lake. It is 

a good time racing and many guests come in from all over the state. There is more in-

formation on page 2 of the Mainsheet. Thanks to Paul Reynolds and Phil Moershel for 

all of their hard work in making this event happen. 

Members: Remember the Hiram Douglas is hosted at our BoatHouse, and we 

feed our skippers and crew our famous chili cook-off recipes. We need extra side dishes 

and servings to help thank our guests for participating. 

Finally, we will see the construction of a new shelter (where the red storage 

building is located). The structure is to shelter our new pontoon boat as well as the 

Sprint and Skiff. The committee has picked a construction company, offered plans for 

approval, and the time looks good for the structure being raised the month of October. 

Having the shelter means these boats will be easier to maintain and will last much 

longer when not exposed to constant sun rays.  

Have a happy fall and hope to see you at one of our Sailing Club events. —Jim 
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Thunderbird Sailing Club 
 

presents the  

     Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta      

A one day regatta, Sunday, November 3, 2013 
A distance race, 10–18 miles 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 
 

CLASSES: All boats 18 feet length on deck or greater are welcome. Other boats allowed at the 
discretion of the Regatta Chair; please inquire. Boats shall register in either Spinnaker or Non-
spinnaker handicap fleets with handicapping being the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick 
with wind correction factors. 
 
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2013–2016 Racing Rules of 
Sailing, and CSSA Sailing Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix. 
 
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st–3rd in each fleet. The traveling Trophy will be pre-
sented to the Skipper and Crew of the boat with the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet. 
 
FACILITIES: Ramp at Sailboat Point for centerboard and daggerboard boats and some fixed 
keelboats. Ramps for fixed keelboats ½ mile west or 1 mile north of marina. Courtesy dock at the 
BoatHouse. 
 
SCHEDULE:                
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts 
10:30 Registration ends 
10:45 Competitors' Meeting 
11:20 Harbor Gun 
11:50 Warning Signal 1st start for Distance Race 
16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building 
17:00 Trophy presentation 
 
DIRECTIONS: From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw 
Road south to Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the 
road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right 
(east). From the South: I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north 
on 84

th
 Ave. to Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the 

road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right 
(east). 
INFORMATION: Paul Reynolds, Regatta Chair (405) 250-2093 or email par2058@yahoo.com   
COST:   
$17.00 for Skipper and Boat  
$ -2.00 for US SAILING Member (+10.00 if not yet member of CSSA)  
$ 5.00 for each crew member 
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off) 
 
STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.  



 

 Thunderbird Sailing Club presents 

 The Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 
 

Chili Cook-Off  
Sunday, November 3, 2013 

 
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 

 

CLASSES: All chili with beans or without are welcome. Cooks shall register in either Bean or Non-Bean 

handicap pots with handicapping using the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick heat correction factors. 

 

RULES: The cook-off will be governed by the Fleet Captain and whatever judges volunteer to taste the best 

chili the club has to offer.  TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to best chilies. 

 

FACILITIES: Chili should be hot and ready for judging by 1600. 

 

SCHEDULE:                

08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts 

10:30 Registration ends 

16:00 Chili Judging 

16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building 

17:00 Trophy presentation 

 

DIRECTIONS:  The best chili cooks already know the way! 

INFORMATION: Paul Reynolds, Regatta Chair (405) 250-2093 or email par2058@yahoo.com   

 

COST:   

$1.00 for cook and chili 

$ -1.00 for TSC Member. 

NO Charge for after race warm-up  

(or cool-off) 

 

STATE LAW requires that all chilies have a 

copy of their registration aboard.  

 

Please let me know if you are bringing chili.  

Cornbread, cheese, salad and brownies are  

also appreciated. 

 
   

It has been a while since some of us have 

raced so here are a few links to help get 

the Layton skippers up to speed on the 

rules. The first link has animated views and 

good explanations. The second link is the 

U.S. Sailing site to download the PDF file. 

 

http://game.finckh.net/indexe.htm 

 

http://raceadmin.ussailing.org/Rules/2013-

2016_Racing_Rules_of_Sailing.htm 
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Paul’s Page 

Sail Oklahoma Boating Festival! 

 

The Fourth SAIL OKLAHOMA BOATING FESTIVAL  

WILL BE HELD OCT. 10TH THROUGH OCT. 14TH, 2013!  

 

The 3rd Annual Sail Oklahoma Boating Festival was held at Lake Eufaula on Oct. 4th through 

the 10th, 2012. There was a total of 48 to 50 boats, and about 100 people in attendance.  

 

Our BUSINESS SPONSORS: Please support with your business! 
~Josh Colvin-Small Craft Advisor Magazine, ~Dave Gray-Polysails International, ~John Owens-JO Woodworks, 

~David Nichols Boats, ~Chuck Leinweber-Duckworks, ~Jim Michalak, ~John Welsford, ~Howard Rice ,~Richard 

Woods, ~Michael Storer, ~Dave Gentry Custom Boats. ~Bill Tosh-Sailmaker, ~Garth Baptista-Breakaway Books, 

~Spyderco Knifes, ~Jerry Montgomery-Sage 17 Sailboat, ~Sail Havasu, and ~Bob Hicks-MAIB.  

 

The HOSTS for the Sail Oklahoma Events are Jackie and Mike Monies, at Eufaula Lake, 

Oklahoma. Their email address is: m_monies@yahoo.com  

See Yahoo group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SailOklahoma/ 

Fitness for Sailing 
 

This month, Oct. 19, Paul Reynolds will present a program on stretching and 

strengthening for better fitness on the water—and on the land. Member Barbara 

Schindler swears (not unusual!) (teasing, Barbara!) that such sailing exercises have 

given her new vitality and flexibility. Paul will share his physical 

fitness expertise to help us all be better prepared and fit for sailing. 

Members are encouraged to bring a yoga mat or pad or thick blan-

ket—and, of course, a friend. Leotards optional!  

 Kerry will demonstrate Paul’s techniques. 
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The next and last Commodores’ Cup race will be with the 

Hiram Douglas race on Nov. 3. Racing through the summer has 

seen up to nine boats on the water with skippers including Jim 

W., Jim E., Sam T., Dave, Theresa G., Mike G., Walt H., Karen 

T., Mary Anne S., Gray G., Bill E., Greg S., and Paul R. We’ve 

seen some fierce competition between Jim and Jim at times, a 

few water fights and some painfully slow sails in light winds. 

The Layton race is an excellent opportunity to sharpen your 

starting skills for the Hiram. Please turn out to help out crew-

ing, skippering, or with the logistics. 

My garden is bursting with new mex chilies, pasilla  

chilies, jalapeños and habanerjos all ready to go with my homegrown tomatoes and garlic for 

the Hiram Douglas chili contest. Bring your Tums and Rolaids! If I can’t take the prize at least 

I’ll take fiery revenge! 

My Preciouss sails no more. I have pulled my Santana 20 in favor of a slightly bigger 

boat. Watch for the Dreadnought, a Mirage 236 at the Hiram. If I can get the ropes figured out 

we should be sailing it in the spinnaker fleet. My thanks go to Dave, Jim W. Paul, Kerry and 

my son Sam for helping raise the mast and launching the Dreadnaught. 

Thanks to Jim for organizing the Layton regatta and to Paul for organizing the Hiram! 

Please contact these guys if you want to help. 

Did anyone watch the Americas Cup? I guess that foils are here to stay! Jim, Ted, and 

Dave, are you ready to bolt some foils on the bottom of Shamrock? –Phil  

Phil’s Page 

Hear ye, hear ye!  
 

Nominees for next year’s offices: 

 

Current Commodore: Jim Eller 

Commodore Elect: Jerry Lojka 

Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles 

Rear Commodore: Unfilled 

Secretary: Unfilled 

Treasurer: David Craigie 

Fleet Captain: Phil Moershel 

  

It is difficult to replace perfection.  

Thank you, officers! You have done a  

great job. —Barbara Schindler 

 
*Eds.’ note: Doris and Emily are retiring this 

year. We have enjoyed being your Mainsheet edi-

tors the past two years. 

 For  

 Sail! 
 

1982  

Hobie 16 

     

Good main & jib, solid hulls, new 

trampoline, good trailer w/ new 

tires.  $600  

Contact Rick Shaw, 405-306-8597 
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During one of the BoatHouse “family days” Joyce Craigie asked 

me if I wanted to race a dragon boat (with beating drums) at the 

Chesapeake BoatHouse in OKC.  I said, “You 

bet I would!!!!” Then she said, “My team needs two more mem-

bers for the race on Thursday October 3.” Of course I said, 

“Well count me in … what team?” 

PADDLE FOR A CURE     

Joyce is a six-year survivor of breast cancer. The group she is associated with has been a 

strong supporter of ladies “like Joyce” who have gone through this emotional and physi-

cal disease and have bounced back. 

 I am  honored that she asked me and I feel very proud to watch her be outspoken, laugh 

and plan for the next event with her fellow (men and women) survivors. She has inner 

strength I had not seen before ... 

 So this Thursday, imagine Joyce and I and 18 other nonpaddlers try to synchronize 20 

oars for a timed race against 10 other teams on the Oklahoma River to the beating of a drum.                 

 —Doris Dewberry 

TSC 2013 Schedule 
 

Oct. 6 - Layton Regatta 

Oct. 19 - Regular meeting and potluck 

Nov. 3 - Hiram Douglas Regatta & Chili Cook-off 

Nov. 16 - Meeting and election of new officers 

Dec. 21 - Christmas Party  

 

Standing events: 

Sea Scouts - every Saturday 

TSC Club Races - Tuesdays, May-Sept. 

 

October 
5 Jim Eller 

12 Frank Lawler 

13 Jeannie Himes 

15 Ryan Doezema 

19 Joyce Craigie 

19  Matthew Collier 

23 Warren Fitzpatrick 

23  Jill Simmons 

28 Barbara Schindler 

29 Pat Cox 

 

 

November 
3 Pam Landry 

15 John Potts 

11 Patsy Crittenden 

25 Sandra Messer 

Birthdays! 
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From your Treasurer and  

Membership Secretary, David Craigie 
 

Greetings Thunder Sailors, 

 

If you missed out on the GODSA event and the CAST event, then you missed some 

of the best times to be had in a club that has fun and tends to the social issues too. 

Kudos to Paul Reynolds and Les Cummings for spearheading and making these 

events happen. And thanks to the hordes of volunteers, yours truly being one of them, for giving of their time. It 

is one of the reasons that the BoatHouse exists. 

 

US Sailing Renewals: We currently are members of US Sailing “Member Partner Program.” They offer a 20% 

discount on memberships and it benefits TSC with some promotional. If you are interested, please get in touch 

with me and I will send you the information you need. 

 

We have a healthy balance in the TSC bank account of $6,264.47. There has not been much activity in the ac-

count this summer, but I will list here the checks that have been written in my absence and since I have re-

turned. 

 

Check # 

1753 6-26 Sam Tiffany  Club Supplies   $73.04 

1754 6-18 Ed Petit  Music for program  $125.00 

1755 6-18 Kerry Knowles Club Supplies   $112.88 

1756 7-26 Sam Tiffany  Club Supplies   $51.30 

1757 7-26 Teresa Galoob  Repair pontoon boat cover $300.00 (Layton Fund)  

1758  Alva Brockus  Shade tent for club  $197.00 

1759  Sam Tiffany  Club supplies   $37.00 

 

The club books are always open for members to look at.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

me. The Layton fund is at $627, and there is $479 in the Jr. Sailing account 

 

Sea Scout Ship 5790 
We have picked up three more members 

from OKC Venture Crew 5020. Mate Eric 

has brought three more from BSA Troop 

15. These teenagers like what we do here 

and are filing applications. Looks like by 

Christmas we should have 10 Sea Scouts 

on our roster.  

 Check out our Facebook page, “Sea 

Scout Ship 5790,” for info and pictures of 

our activities. Come on out on Saturdays 

with us! —Rick  


