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Commodore’s Considerations
Jim Eller

Love is the spirit of the Season. Love calls us to serve our neighbors and that
which is greater than ourselves. Those who serve are transformed by that service. The
more Love you give, the more Love you have… such is the Magic of Christmas. Our
sailing club would not exist, except for the incredible generosity of its members and
friends. Our sailing camps would not exist, if it were not for the cast of characters who
take time out of their busy lives to share their skills with the great kids who attend. We
have our building because volunteers gave their time. We have races, regattas, raft-ups,
and potluck dinners because of members and friends who are willing and generous. We
have the Sea Scouts because of the leadership of Rick Shaw and the host of parents and
club volunteers who support his effort. We have our Club boats and equipment because
of volunteers who maintain them and from the leadership of the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation and its board, and dedicated director Les Cummings.
These gifts of service might not sound like a Christmas present, but if it were not
for their “presence,” we would have a much lesser sailing season.
Thank You… to all of us for all that we give and all that TSC accomplishes.…
sometimes it really does feels like the magic of Christmas. —Jim Eller
Now, as the Commodore re-elect, I have some business to discuss:
First: The new cover structure is scheduled to be built on
December 3rd.

continued on page 2
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Second: December 21st, plan to come a little early to the Christmas Party to
view the new cover and help decorate for the party. We will start decorating at 4:oo
pm and mingling at the regular meeting time. Bring your favorite holiday dish to
share. The Board will provide smoked salmon, turkey, and ham.
We will also be recognizing outstanding sailors and members with our annual
awards and trophies (Ted is eligible again). Once again we will be singing a few
classic Christmas and Holiday songs and Doris is bringing mistletoe so beware….
Third: Remember January 1st at 1:00, our Annual New Year’s Day Sail 2014
and dedication of new building.
Given reasonable weather, we will be having our first sail of the season and
year. Bring a friend, bring black-eyed peas or cornbread or just about anything. We
will bundle up, and weather permitting, take to the water and do our thing. However,
if the weather is really awful, we will still have good company, great friends, and delicious food to eat.

From your Fleet Captain
Thunder sailors,
The Hiram was great! Despite the wind, TSC had a record
number of boats on the water! The wind was brutal and tested
the limits of our boats. This was the first heavy wind trial for
the Dreadnought. I am pleased that we survived, but not without some tears and broken rigging. I find that I need to make a
lot of changes to sail in that kind of wind again.
Many thanks to Paul for serving as the committee chair
and to everyone who pitched in to make the day a success.
If you zoom in on the BoatHouse and the lake in Google Maps you will find us
in the Layton Race. You can pick out the committee boat and the two safety/mark boats
and the four boats racing. Kind of neat.
So many boats entered in the Hiram is a wonderful harbinger of the 2014 racing
season. Racers should plan on continued racing on Tuesday evenings along with a few
Sunday afternoons. Racers should plan on a committee meeting in February to plan the
season.
New Year’s Day Sail and Social (Second reminder!)
January 1, 2014, at 1 p.m.
Sail in or drive in for black-eyed peas and for a shared New Year’s Day’s sail! Bring
your favorite goodie to share, and, weather permitting, bring your boat.
It can’t be a bad year if you start it with a sail.
Contact Phil Moershel if you have questions: 208-1532 or phil@moershel.com
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TSC Volunteers Make Regatta a Splendid Success
I would like to thank all the splendid volunteers who made the Hiram Douglas
Regatta not only possible but great fun. That number includes Bea and Jim Waller, Chad and Pat Cox, Ed Shoemaker and Doris Dewberry, Fredrica Cottrell,
Greg Stevens, Jason Pudlo, Jim and Jeannie Eller, Kyle Blackwood, Les Cummings, Lorrie Sylvester, Mary Anne Secrist, Barbara Schindler, Matt Maupin,
Mike and Teresa Galoob, Phil and Diane Moershel, JB Messer, Sam Tiffany, Stephen Meyer, David and Joyce Craigie, and Gus Shaver.
Thanks especially to the committee boat crew: Les, Gus, Fredrica, Greg,
and PRO Stephen Meyer.
Cheers too for the skippers and crew! The wind gusted to 22 mph and for a
while it looked like we might have to cancel. I had already said yes to smaller
boats and a separate catamaran fleet. This resulted in the single safety boat having to monitor several capsize recoveries. My sincere apology for not putting
enough gas in the Sprint. After running out of gas they were towed in by a kindly
fisherman. All bow to the crew of the safety boat, Sam, Matt and Greg.
Dan Camp in his speedy San Juan 21 took the Hiram trophy home. Congratulations to him and his crew, which included our own Mike Galoob.
—Paul Reynolds

CHILI COOK OFF

A SEASONAL SUCCESS.....................................
The Chili Cook-Off proved to be an exceptional event
this year with an unprecedented eleven entries. The
judges were Matt Klatt, a hungry/unbiased member,
Dan Camp...a friend of TSC and racer in the Hiram, and
Ethelyn Barnett, a member of OCBC Sailing Club. The
judges described the winners with “gourmet” comments
befitting great judges.
“cinnamon chocolate lives up to the mole taste”
“mild introduction to the palate”
“smooth and full rich curry flavor”!
So without more ado.........
1st place.........Tina Moershel
2nd place........Barbara Bowen
3rd place.........(tied) Chad & Pat Cox and
Orville & Courtney Fisher
Special thanks goes to Lorrie Sylvester for
setting up breakfast and dinner and also
shopping for all the necessary ingredients
to make our guest and members enjoy another chili cook-off. —Doris Dewberry
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From your Treasurer and
Membership Secretary, David Craigie
Greetings Thunder Sailors,
As a participant in the Hiram Regatta, I got to tell you that it was the best, ever.
Yes, it was a little too windy, but I would rather have that then to bob around in
near windless conditions.
For this occasion, I put Incipient, our 1995 Hunter 26 back in the water. I
was proud to capture third place and my eternal thanks to Frank Lawler, Buff Burtis
and Brittany Robinson, girlfriend to Kyle Blackwood. Thanks too to Phil, Paul and
all of the volunteers and chili makers to help make this event happen.
I did not know when I met Brittany that she had never sailed. I found this
out after we had already left the dock. But she was a trooper and if there was any fear or reservations she
masked them. She handled the port jib sheet with the expertise of a seasoned sailor and she is welcome back on
Incipient anytime.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS:
Membership renewals were sent out a few weeks ago and it is nice to see them collecting in my mailbox and
piling up on my desk. Thank you to all who returned yours promptly. If you have not returned yours, please
take a moment to do so. It would be deeply appreciated.
On the back of your renewal form is detailed all the information that we have for you. This is the information we use to contact you and is the information we put in the annual TSC Membership Directory. Please
look this information over and correct as needed. Return the form to me.
If your personal information changes during the year, please let me know. Most important is your e-mail
address. It is our primary form of communication with you.
DIRECTORY INFORMATION:
I will have your new 2014 TSC Membership Directories ready
for distribution at the Christmas Party December 21st. The cover page will be sporting a new look and will profile one of our
members boats in a manner that would make the sailing magazines drool. During the next year we will be looking for the
next perfect photo of a members boat to display on the front
page. Will it be yours?
US Sailing Renewals: We are currently members of US Sailing’s “Member Partner Program.” They offer a 20% discount
on memberships and it benefits TSC with some promotions. If
you are interested, please get in touch with me and I will send
you the information you need.
We have a healthy balance in the TSC bank account of $6005.17. The Hiram almost broke even, I paid our annual rental fee to the BoatHouse of $2000. I made
deposits of almost $2400, of which $285 is member donations to the LTEF. We
still have $1264.70 in the Layton Fund and the Junior Sailing fund has $478. The
club books are always open for members to look at. If you have any question,
please feel free to contact me.
Thanks for all your support! See you on the water, David
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TSC 2013 Schedule
Dec. 21 - Meeting and Christmas Party
Jan. 1 - New Year’s Day Sail (a Wednesday)
Standing events:
Sea Scouts - every Saturday
TSC Club Races - Tuesdays, May-Sept.
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Time for a bit of reflection . . .

I took a quick glance at my membership card recently (not
the new one that I will get after I fork over the dues to Treasurer Dave) and noticed something that I had always overlooked before. In the bottom left corner is the little “member
since” line and the filled in number said “93.” Wow, have I
really been here that long? Perhaps it’s time for a bit of reflection.
The first time that I knew of the sailing club was in a conversation with John Potts, when he and Gus invited me to the
club’s Christmas party in 1992. That event was at Chris
Luppins’ home, and he is (I believe) still a member. The next
year the party was hosted by Chuck and Vesta Gettys. I cannot hear their names without fondly recalling their wonderful
contributions to this club, smiling, and glancing skyward
with a whispered “thank you.” And what about the following
Christmas party booked in Dale Hall, when we were to show
up only to find out that it had been double booked? No problem, just move to a hallway. It is simply called a tack.
On and on the memories go, some a little faded, and some
as if they happened last week. With Thanksgiving just past
and Christmas just around the corner, I give my thanks to
you, the members, who have jointly contributed so much to
the learning, to the lives, and to the recreation of so many.
—Kerry Knowles
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December
1
Karen Cockerham
3
Holly Nelson
3
Altus Boren
3
Cathy Dame
3
Loraine Frank
4
Wendell Crittenden
11
Judy Peterson
12
Phil Trotter
12
Matthew Maupin
17
Orville Fisher
17
Sheryl Tiffany
January

2
3
4
9
10
10
15
16
17
21
22
22 `
25
26
27
28

Karen Mellgren
Mary Doezema
Connie Divine
Rita Hendricks
David Craigie
Justin Simmons
Howard Haines
Liane Ozmun
Roger Elliott
Gary Claybrook
Eric Hight
Beth Brown
Dorrie Trent
Reggie Frank
Amy Pudlo
Veronika Hight
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