
  

 

Mainsheet 
Boathouse Calendar 

- January 4th Sat -11am - 1pm: 

Work Day  

- January 17 Fri 6 - 8pm:        

Annual Awards Banquet (note this 

event is on a Friday) 

- February 9th Sat, 3pm:        

Race Committee Meeting 

- February 15th Sat, 6-8pm:       

TSC Saint Valentine’s Day Party 

and regular meeting  

- March 15th Sat, 6-8pm:         

TSC monthly  meeting and potluck  

January 4th, 2014 

2014 Officers Roll for the  
Thunderbird Sailing Club 

 
Commodore: Jim Eller 
405-924-3148 
wjimeller@gmail.com 
 
Commodore Elect: Jerry Lojka 
405-620-4498 
jerrylojka@gmail.com 
 
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles 
405-833-7044 
normanmillwork@att.net 
 
Rear Commodore: Lorrie Sylvester 
405-250-6956 
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu 
 
Fleet Captain: Phil Moershel 
405-208-1532 
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary: Mike Devenitch 
405-895-7278 
sentrymike@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer: David Craigie 
405-613-7774 
Incipient@msn.com  
 
Mainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin 
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com 

Commodore’s Column: 

      The Ice Storm Cometh 

      We didn’t have a white Christmas but we did have a sparkly 

one.  After the sun came out the ice was beautiful, but it sure made 

travel harder.  The streets weren’t bad but there were still plenty of 

fallen trees and tree limbs as a result.  We would have had a hard 

time getting to and fro the Boathouse that day so we decided to 

cancel.  Our Christmas Party and Awards Banquet is often our most 

well attended meeting of the year.  Having a small turn out with 

many of those receiving recognition not able to attend seemed like 

a bad idea.  So, we have moved the event to our January meeting, 

which will be on January 17th.  Please note that this is a Friday!  

Our meetings are regularly on Saturday evenings, but just this once 

it will be on a Friday.  We will have music and lots of awards and a 

chance to recognize outgoing and incoming TSC Board members.  

It should be fun.  Hope you will plan to attend. 

      And why change to a Friday 

evening?  To support the efforts of Ted 

Strueli as he attempt to raise aware-

ness for mental health concerns.  Several years ago Ted was our 

Thunderbird Sailing Club Commodore and he is co-owner and part-

ner on Shamrock.  Please, see the links to this Facebook page with 

links to related stories and ways to support and sign up. 

http://www.facebook.com/freezeyourfaceoff 

      I hope you will plan to attend both our 

annual Awards Banquet and the Freeze Your 

Face Off event as well.  

Best Wishes for a great new year for our Sailing 

Club, 

Jim Eller, Commodore  
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Great Kick-off to the 2014 TSC Sailing Season 

Happy New Year!  This was the greeting most repeated at the annual Thunderbird Sail-

ing Club’s, New Year’s Day festivities at the Lake Thunderbird Boathouse.  Lorrie Reynolds, 

Rear-Commodore, graciously greeted everyone as they arrived and had the BH open and 

ready for the event.  Most everyone brought delicious food, including traditional Black Eyed 

Peas, salads, other side dishes and lots of wonderful desserts.  It was great seeing long-time 

Life-members Chad and Pat Cox at the celebration! 

      Before long we had nearly 50 members and 

guests enjoying the delicious food and drink and catching 

up with family news and their latest trips both near and 

far.  The Boathouse looked great and we appreciated its 

comfortable heat.  By the time most had eaten the tem-

perature was around 50 and the winds had fallen but 

were starting to clock from the south to the north as pre-

dicted by our local weather stations.   

      Soon we had a nice fleet of boats at the Boat-

house dock and many of our members and guests went 

out for a wonderful sailing trip.  By the time the fleet 

reached the north buoy in Hog Creek the winds had shifted 

to NNW with winds guesting to 15-20 knots.  This gave us 

a terrific run back to the Boathouse to drop off our guests.  

By this time it was close to 5 PM and everyone had en-

joyed themselves immensely. 

      Linda Lojka and yours truly had their trusty camer-

as at the ready; we have posted many fine photos from the 

day’s activities on the Thunderbird Sailing Club’s Face-

book page.  You can save these to your PDA or computer.  

Enjoy!!!   Some of these same photos taken by Linda and I 

are hereby published in this edition of the Mainsheet 

thanks to our editor and publisher, Matt Maupin. 

     Aboard the SV ENYA we had Guests Ron and his 

daughter who just happened by the Boathouse,  We invit-

ed  them aboard as they had never sailed before.  They loved it and are planning to come back 

to our next meeting to join the club.  Ron is very interested in sailing and has been doing a lot of 

reading about the sport.  Hopefully he and his family will join and perhaps take the Adult Small 

Boat Class or the US Sailing Keelboat Class this upcoming year.  Along with Ron and his 

daughter we had Roger and Cheri Elliott, Karen Thurston, Bryan Rainbow (who did a yeoman’s 

job at the helm), Camisa Stewart, and yours truly. 

Story continued on page 3 
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      In closing, our membership is fortunate to 

have another great group of incoming officers and 

we wish to thank last year’s officers for their hard 

work and dedication to the TSC.  The new sailing 

class schedule will be developed soon and we ask 

our members to please continue its support of our 

classes which provide the primary financial support 

for the operation of the Boathouse! 

      Happy Sailing and thanks for all the best 

wishes to Camisa and I for our upcoming nuptials 

planned for April 25, 2014.   We hope to see you at 

the next meeting on Friday, January 17!!!  

Les Cummings, Past-Commodore and Life-Member 

Story continued from page 2 
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January 1 2014 wind Graph from Oklahoma Mesonet 

New years day wind goes from four to forty. 

The wind for our very first sail on the New Year was at best what you could call light and shifty.  By the 

time I was driving home, the pool north of twin bridges had angry whitecaps.  So on average, the wind was 

perfect. 

Race committee meeting Sunday February 9 3:00 pm 

It’s time to plan our 2014 racing schedule. If you race, crew, interested or want to help out Please come to 

a race meeting on Sunday, February 9 at 3:00 pm. On the agenda are our Tuesday evening races, some 

Sunday races and some centerboard races. 

Phil 

 

Fleet Captain’s Corner 
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Nuptial Announcement 

      Les Cummings and Camisa Stewart 

announced their engagement on December 

6.  I asked Les if he could give us some infor-

mation for the Mainsheet about Camisa and 

their plans.  In Les’ words,  “We will have a 

small wedding on April 25.”  

      Camisa is a retired ER physician, but 

got bored and returned to OU to complete a 

program in psychiatry.  She now practices at 

North Care, a local mental health non-profit 

clinic.  She also does a mental health clinic each week in Guthrie, as well as works one weekend 

a month at a Tulsa Psychiatric Hospital. WHEW! She does all this ,as well as traveling and at-

tending concerts with me, cooking great New Orleans and Cajun dishes, and hosting terrific par-

ties. ”   

      Les continued, “We plan to live at her home in NW OKC.  Our new address in in the new 

membership Directory.  Camisa (a long-time member of the TSC)  and I look forward to continu-

ing our support of the TSC and the LTEF.  We also plan to continue sailing the ENYA with our 

good friends and co-owners, Roger and Cheri Elliott.” 

We all wish Les and Camisa a wonderful life together.  

                                             Barbara Schindler 

 

WildCare Needs Your Help  

       As sailors we are attuned to the natural beauty of the area which includes the lake, the 

surrounding foliage, and the wildlife. One local organization - WildCare - 

has as its mission to provide a place for injured wild animals in order to 

treat, rehabilitate, and release them back into the wild. 

       As a result of the recent Ice storm, WildCare received an in-

flux of animals, adding to its already ballooning population.  New resi-

dents include: three red tail hawks, a juvenile bobcat with a broken leg, 

and numerous smaller birds, join the multitude of animals hoping for re-

lease into the wild..  Please support WildCare’s efforts with your contri-

bution.  As January can be a tough month, both for wild animals and for 

our pocketbooks, even pocket change would be appreciated. 

                                            Thank You,                   

                                            Barbara Schindler               

 



6 

 

From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie 

Greetings Thunder Sailors, 

    I am writing this letter at 9 pm CST and I am just 30 minutes away from celebrating New 

Year ’s Eve.  Ya, that’s right. 9:30 CST is midnight in Newfoundland and that’s good enough for 

me.  No disrespect to those party type’s who are reveling and bringing in the New Year at the 

traditional time, but I need my beauty sleep.  By 10 pm CST I will be tucked in, knowing that 

when I do get up in the morning the New Year will be here and I will have had a good night’s 

rest.   

    And I am going to need that rest to get down to the Boathouse and celebrate New Year’s 

Day,  A brisk sail, some good luck black eyed peas and the company of other sailors; it don’t get 

any better than that folks Hopefully you were able to make it down to this annual event.  I can 

think of no other place on earth that I would rather celebrate the New Year then at the Boat-

house on New Year’s Day. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS: 

    Membership renewals were sent 

out several weeks ago and we are 

somewhat behind in response.  Many 

members customarily bring their re-

newals to the annual Christmas Party.   

But with that event cancelled due to 

nasty weather, they did not have a 

chance to do this.  It would be deeply 

appreciated if you would kindly re-

spond.  We look forward to your con-

tinued support of TSC. 

    When you do renew, it would be 

helpful if you would turn the form over and examine the contact information that we have for you.   

It is our only way of contacting you.  Without your keeping this information up to date you are go-

ing to miss out on receiving the Mainsheet and other club communications.  Please remember 

also to return this sheet with your check.  Thanks.   

    If your personal information changes during the year, please let 

me know.  Most important is your e-mail address.  It is our primary form 

of communication with you.   

    US Sailing Renewals:  We are currently members of US Sailing 

“Member Partner Program.” They offer a 20% discount on member-

ships and it benefits TSC with some promotional help.  If you are inter-

ested, please get in touch with me and I will send you the information 

you need. 

    Thanks for all your support and see you on the water!    

                                              David 

Have you ladies 

paid your dues? 

Membership Information 

If any of your member-

ship information has 

changed, please contact:   

David Craigie 
9100 Pine Creek Dr. 
Midwest City OK 73130 
 
405-6130-7774 
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Happy Birthday! 

...to the following TSC members!  If you would like to help your friend celebrate their birth-
day, contact them by media such as your TSC Membership Directory, which itself lists TSC 
members’ birthday dates. 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did not share that information 
with your Treasurer/Membership Secretary.  If you want to share your special day, please 
contact me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone:  405-613-7774. Thanks, David 

 

January 
2  Karen Mellgren 
3  Mary Doezema 
4  Connie Divine  
9  Rita Hendricks  
10  David Craigie 
15  Howard Haines 
16  Liane Ozmun 
17  Roger Elliott 
21  Gary Claybrook 
22  Eric Hight 
22 Beth Brown 
25 Dorrie Trent 
26 Reggie Frank 
27  Amy Pudlo 
28  Veronika Hight 
30 Bobby Cockerham 
30 Walter Hedrick 
 
February 
2  Deresa Claybrook 
5  Virginia Fitzpatrick 
7  John Miller 
8  Gray Graham 
12 Karen Rieger 
13 Liz Hedrick 
13  Brenda Shinn 
15  Sue Kendrick 
20  David Hendricks 
20 Tracy Stevens 
27 Justin Tuck 

Newly rechristened Sea Scout Ship 5790 boat Wahoo, formerly 07, 

shows off its spiffy new below-waterline paint job.  Bravo Zulu Skip-

per Rick, First Mate Jerry, and all the Sea Scouts! 

Editor’s note: 
  As many of you know, I have henceforth taken over the 
editorial duties of the Mainsheet from Doris Dewberry and 
Emily Jerman.  In addition, TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch has 
volunteered to help me out. Please let us know if you have any 
questions or helpful advice.  If you have complaints regarding 
the quality of editorial labor, please be content to know that 
you are getting what you are paying for! 
 
  We have set-up a new administrative email account to 
receive Mainsheet inputs as well as to field newsletter-related 
questions and comments, and also to electronically distribute 

each monthly issue: thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com 
You should be receiving your copy of the Mainsheet from this 
address.  If not then please check your email account’s spam / 
blocked / junk mail filter settings to allow the receipt of email 
from this address. 
  Lastly, please join me in thanking Doris and Emily for their 
hard work on this publication during the past two years.  They 
made crafting the Mainsheet look easy, even though it isn’t!  
We wish them fair winds and following seas as they overcome 
their grammar, spell checker, Microsoft Publisher, and clip-art 
withdrawal symptoms. 

Matt Maupin  

That’s’ going to 

be a lot of yummy 

cake! 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com

