
  

 

Mainsheet 
Boathouse Calendar 

 February 9th Sat, 3pm:        
Race Committee Meeting 

 February 15th Sat, 8-11 am: 
Sea Scout Fundraiser Breakfast at 
the Masonic Lodge  

 February 15th Sat, 6-8pm:       
TSC Saint Valentine’s Day Party 
and regular meeting.  Program 
Topic: Bareboat Chartering 

 March 1st, Sat, 4-9 pm: TSC 
Float participates in the Norman 
Mardi Gras parade 

 March 15th Sat, 6-8pm:         
TSC monthly  meeting and potluck 

  April 1st, Tues: 1st Commo-
dore’s Cup racing event, weather 
dependent 

February 3rd, 2014 

2014 Officers Roll for the  
Thunderbird Sailing Club 

 
Commodore: Jim Eller 
405-924-3148 
wjimeller@gmail.com 
 
Commodore Elect: Jerry Lojka 
405-620-4498 
jerrylojka@gmail.com 
 
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles 
405-833-7044 
normanmillwork@att.net 
 
Rear Commodore: Lorrie Sylvester 
405-250-6956 
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu 
 
Fleet Captain: Phil Moershel 
405-208-1532 
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary: Mike Devenitch 
405-895-7278 
sentrymike@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer: David Craigie 
405-613-7774 
Incipient@msn.com  
 
Mainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin 
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com 

 Commodore’s Column:  

              Members Help Members 

One of the things that has impressed me over the time I have been 
a member of our sailing club is how readily members are willing to 
help other members with their boats.  In January, Mary Ann Secrist 
and Barbara Schindler wanted to pull their boat out for winter 
maintenance.  I volunteered to use my tow vehicle to get Second 
Chance out of the water and over to its winter storage location, and 
it was the weekend of our winter work day at the Boathouse.  When 
our clean-up work was done, Barb and Mary Ann headed over to 
get their boat, while I secured the trailer.  We rendezvoused at Sail-
boat Ramp, but about the time I arrived I received several calls on 
my cell phone from members leaving the work day to see if we 
wanted help.  “Sure,” I said, “Let’s make it a party.”  Within minutes 
Jerry Lojka, Paul Reynold, Greg Stevens, and Phil Moershell were 
at the Boat ramp. We pulled “her” out and had the mast down and 
the rudder off in record time.  Many hands make light work.   And 
this is just one example of the many times that members have 
reached out to help one another.   

     There are lots of great stories of members helping members: I 
have just begun to redo the bottom paint on my boat, Gusto.  Sev-
eral members loaned me scrapers, sanders, and a power washer. 
It’s coming along well.  I work on the warm days.  In addition, last 
summer Jim Waller put in a lot of hours helping a new member 
transport his new boat from Dallas, as well as rig and launch it.  

This is just a sampling, 
so if you have a boating 
or boat maintenance 
challenge, reach out and 
call a member.  We really 
are here for one another.  
It’s good to be a member 
of such a supportive sail-
ing club.   

   

  Jim Eller, Commodore 

 

The Thunderbird Sailing Club 

Monthly Newsletter 

 An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation 
 Affiliated with United States Sailing & 
 Central States Sailing Association 

 

  P.O. Box 1652 

  Norman, Oklahoma 73070 
  Note: Both TSC and Boathouse share this P.O. Box. 

Yep, there 

it is! 
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mailto:sentrymike@yahoo.com


2 

 

2013 Awards 

Due to the Christmas Party being cancelled because of hazardous weather, the TSC held it’s 

2013 Awards Ceremony as part of the January meeting program: 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Shaw wins the “Uncle Donnie” award for his tire-

less and important work with Sea Scout Ship 5790.    

 Thanks Skipper! 
Greg Stevens wins “Most Improved Sail-

or” by virtue of surviving (at press time) 

his E-Scow: E Tau Scow. He invites oth-

ers to crew with him during the upcoming 

Tuesday evening races, though they 

should probably upgrade their life insur-

ance policies first. 

Kerry Knowles won the Layton Regatta. 

Paul Reynolds accepts the SNAFU award 

for his man (almost) overboard “drill.” 

Jim Waller won the Commodore’s Cup trophy. 

Alva Brockus wins the Volunteer of 

the Year award. 

Not Pictured: Dan Camp won the Hiram Regatta. 
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Fleet Captain’s Corner 

Race Committee Meeting 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9 at 3:00 PM 
It’s time to plan our 2014 racing schedule. If you race, 
crew, are interested or want to help out, please come to 
the race meeting on SUNDAY, February 9 at 3:00 pm. 
On the agenda are our Tuesday evening races, some 
Sunday races and some centerboard races. We also 
need to discuss starting scoring for the Commodore’s 
Cup races.  
 

New Boat Shed 
 

The new boat shed is built!  After lots of phone haggling with the 
carport company and $3700 of your dues and donations we now 
have a 20 x31 boat shed for the Jerry L and the Sprint. This 
structure should help protect our investments in the power fleet 
that support our racing and teaching programs. 
 

 
Summer Sailing Camps 

I am scheduling a kids sailing camp for July 7 – 11, 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm. If you are planning your summer, please 
consider spending a day or two helping out with this camp 
or a similar camp in June.  These camps take kids who’ve 
never sailed before and get them sailing across the lake by 
the third or fourth day.  Also, Rick will be teaching a US 
Sailing Level One Instructor course. Please sign up for that 
course. We need more qualified instructors to run our clas-
ses. Remember, scholarships may be available! 
           

Ma, it’s gonna be 

a bumper crop of 

sand burrs come 

summer! 

Annye Love (piano) and Kristen MacGorman (flute) bring 
some classy music to the awards program.  Very lovely! 
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McClellen-Kerr  Arkansas River Navigation Canal Trip Planned 

In late September I plan to launch Incipient, our 1995 Hunter 26, into the waters of the McClellen-

Kerr Arkansas River Navigational Canal; the plan is to sail/motor about 130 miles downstream.  

The journey will start in Sallisaw on Kerr Lake and will end at Dardanelle Lake in Russellville,     

Arkansas.  It will be a one week trip and will include a combination of anchoring out and marina 

visits.  The trip will be one way by water.  A rental car will be used in Russellville to shuttle us back 

up to Sallisaw to retrieve our rigs. 

I have done this trip two times before, the second time in the company of long time member Chad 

and Pat Cox.  I wrote an article about this trip that was published in the Trailer/Sailors magazine, 

Clipper Snips and will likely reproduce that article next month here.  It is an enjoyable and relaxing 

trip that passes through four locks, a few quaint towns, and winds through the rolling hills of east-

ern Oklahoma and western Arkansas.   

This is a trip for those who have a trailerable boat.  However, if you do not own a trailerable boat, it 

is possible that you may find a berth on another boat.  If you are interested in joining us, please get 

in touch with me asap:  incipient@msn.com  or 405-613-7774 

More information will follow in the next few months. 

                                               David Craigie 

Sailors Bail Bucks for Critters 

Members of the TSC contributed $160 to Wildcare during its January meeting.  

Wildcare rehabilitates injured and orphaned wild animals in order to return them 

to their original habitat.  Thank you TSC! 

                                     Barbara Schindler 

TSC makes Google Maps  

Google Maps is always a great way to check 
out any sailing location but the current map on 
Google has the sailing club in actions. Yes, our 
very own  JERRY LAYTON REGATTA on Octo-
ber 6th, 2013 was the exact date and time the 
satellites passed over our great lake. Just click 
https://goo.gl/maps/mRQDV and check it out for 
yourself. The sail’s shadows on the water can 
be clearly seen. You can see the committee 
boat (the Jerry L*) on station and the Carolina 
Skiff setting the windward mark.  The Sprint is 
setting the leeward mark. if you look very very 
closely, you can see Jerry, Kerry, Ted, Sam and 
Jim Knashing their teeth, ready to start the bat-
tle for the title of TSC Supreme Skipper and 
Dark Lord of the Universe.  

         Phil Moershal and Mike Devenitch     

 

*the Jerry L is so named in honor of Jerry 

Layton, for whom the regatta is also named. 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com
https://goo.gl/maps/mRQDV
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From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie... 

Greetings Thunder Sailors, 

Just so you know, I had a great time at the New Year’s Day Sail.  Got to chum it 
up with a lot of old sailing friends and got to meet a few new ones to boot. Thanks 
to the many who came out on this special day and helped kick start the New Year. 

 

TSC Membership Directory – Electronic PDF Version 

The new TSC Membership Directory has been published and has been made available to all 
members.  We also are offering an electronic version in pdf format, suitable for keeping on your 
phone or other portable electronic device.   It is available to anyone who sends me a request by 
e-mail: incipient@msn.com 

 

TSC Hoodies for Sale 

Up for sale are three very limited edition hoodies that are surplus from the 
Hiram Regatta 2013.   They are brand new, of good quality and the 
writing is embroidery, not silk screening. 

There is one extra-large red and one extra-large green.  A third one 
is a large green.  They will sell at a cost of $33 each.  Please call or 
text:  405-613-7774   or e-mail: incipient@msn.com. 

 

 Membership Renewals: 

Membership renewals were sent out a few months ago and we are somewhat behind in re-
sponse.  Many members customarily bring their renewals to the annual Christmas Party, but with 
that event cancelled due to nasty weather, they did not have a chance to do this. It would be ap-
preciated if you would kindly respond as we look forward to your continued support of TSC. 

When you do renew it would be helpful if you would turn the form over and examine the contact 
information that we have for you.   It is our only way of contacting you.  Without your keeping this 
information up to date you are going to miss out on receiving the Mainsheet and other club com-
munications.  Please remember also to return this sheet with your check.  Thanks.   

If your personal information changes during the year, please let me know.  Most important is 
your e-mail address.  It is our primary form of communication with you.   

Currently our checking account is in modest territory with a balance of $4401.47 in the TSC ac-
count.  In addition, other monies in our account are the Jr Sailing Club $578.00 and the Layton 
Fund with a balance of $100.00.  The other money in the Layton Fund was used to partially off-
set the cost of construction of the boat cover for the pontoon boat.   

US Sailing Renewals:   

We are currently members of US Sailing’s Member Partner Pro-
gram. They offer a 20% discount on memberships and it benefits 
TSC with some promotion.  If you are interested, please get in touch 
with me and I will send you the information you need. 

   Thanks for all your support!  

                        See you on the water,  

                                          David 

Membership Information 

If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact:   

David Craigie 

9100 Pine Creek Dr. 

Midwest City OK 73130 

 

405-613-7774 

Incipient@MSN.com 

mailto:Incipient@MSN.com
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Happy Birthday! 

...to the following TSC members!  If you would like to help your friend celebrate their birth-
day, contact them by media such as your TSC Membership Directory, which itself lists TSC 
members’ birthday dates. 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did not share that information 
with your Treasurer/Membership Secretary.  If you want to share your special day, please 
contact me at: incipient@msn.com or phone:  405-613-7774. Thanks, David 

Sea Scouts from Ship 5790 create posters to advertise 
their fundraiser: All you can eat pancakes, sausage, cof-
fee, & juice. Tickets $5 per person (available at the door). 

Norman Masonic Lodge 

1700 N. Porter Ave., Norman, Oklahoma 73071 

Saturday, February 15, 2014, 8:00am - 11:00am 

February 
2  Deresa Claybrook 
5  Virginia Fitzpatrick 

7  John Miller 

8  Gray Graham 
12 Karen Rieger 
13 Liz Hedrick 
13 Brenda Shinn 
15 Sue Kendrick 

20 David Hendricks 
20 Tracy Stevens 
27 Justin Tuck 
 
 

March 
8  Mike Devenitch 
13 Bea Waller 

13 Camisa Stewart 

14 Paul Reynolds 
15 Jacques Landry 
17 Kyle Blackwood 
19 Ann Luppens 
19 J. Alva Brockus 

19 Cindy Wood 
21 Trisha Tuck 
21 Catherine Morin 
27 Emily Jerman 
27 Hadley Jerman 


