Mainsheet
Near-term TSC
Calendar:
 April 11 & 25 (Both on Fri):

Basic Keelboat class (Boathouse)

 Apr 12 Sat: 9 am: Boathouse
Work Day.

 Apr 19 Sat, 6-8 pm: TSC
potluck and monthly meeting.
Program Topic: On Racing

 Apr 27 Sun: Learn to Race
Day

 May 4th Sun: Sail Thunderbird Day

 May 17 Sat, 6-8 pm: TSC

April 6th, 2014

The Thunderbird Sailing Club
Monthly Newsletter
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation
Affiliated with United States Sailing &
Central States Sailing Association
P.O. Box 1652
Norman, Oklahoma 73070
Note: Both TSC and Boathouse share this P.O. Box.

Commodore’s Column:

My First Laser Ride
A few years ago we had a Sailing Club Open
House. It was on a beautiful June day, warm
with moderate wind and lots of members,
guests, and friends on hand. One of our
members brought along a couple of Lasers.
He said, “Go ahead and try it. They’re lots of
fun.” Sure, I thought, I can sail just about anything. That lasted about twenty feet before I
capsized. Lucky I had a strap on my sunglasses and just swam it around then
2014 Officers Roll for the
climbed on. Away I went, for another fifty to
Thunderbird Sailing Club
one hundred feet before capsizing again. I
had gotten far enough out to get a bit more
Commodore: Jim Eller
wind and wave action. I had heard that Lasers were slippery boats;
405-924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
I just had no idea how much so. The next time I was ready and
ahead of the boat and away I went, across the Lake and back and
Commodore Elect: Jerry Lojka
405-620-4498
back and back and forth. It was love at first sail.
jerrylojka@gmail.com
potluck and monthly meeting Program Topic TBD
See page 10 for the long-term
schedule

Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles
405-833-7044
normanmillwork@att.net
Rear Commodore: Lorrie Sylvester
405-250-6956
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu
Fleet Captain: Phil Moershel
405-208-1532
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Mike Devenitch
405-895-7278
sentrymike@yahoo.com
Treasurer: David Craigie
405-613-7774
Incipient@msn.com
Mainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com

Our Club has two Lasers that we are in the process of getting completely fitted out, but we also have Sunfish and American 14s, a
canoe, a Kayak, a Millimeter and a
pontoon boat and more. When we
have club events, members in good
standing (those who have paid their
dues) are welcome to use our
boats. We will be racing on Tuesday evenings and having fun
events like our May 4th Parade almost every month from spring
through fall. If you don’t have a
boat, come use a club boat and join
in the fun. The point of having
boats owned by the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation is to
use them.
Jim Eller, Commodore

March TSC Meeting:

St. Patrick’s Day themed
physical therapy?

Ted (Streuli) Talk: An interesting
and highly enjoyable discourse
on the practice of journalism.
“The scoop was thiiiiiis big, but it
got away.”

April 19 -TSC Meeting and Pot Luck:
Please join us on Saturday, April 19 for our Easter-themed potluck and meeting. Our program/
discussion will be about racing programs as led by Fleet Captain Phil Moershal (See next
page). As usual, we eat around 6:30. The club will provide drinks. We suggest you bring your
favorite Easter-themed delicacy (or whatever) using the following alphabet guide:
A - F: Soup/Salad or Veggies
G - M: Main dish or Meat
N - R: Desserts
S - Z: Appetizers/Breads
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Fleet Captain’s Corner
Racing starts this month!!

This month we re-commenced our Tuesday evening Commodore’s
Cup races. Tuesday evening race starts begin with a five minute countdown rule 26 sequence at 6:30. The Skippers’ meeting will be at 6:00
PM. Even with daylight savings time it gets dark a little early, so the four
first races in April, I’ll set out inflatable marks for a couple of laps around
a windward/ leeward course. Volunteers are needed to help with the
starting and timing. I am looking for non-competitors to help with running
the starts from the end of the dock. Spectators and crew should gather
at the boathouse at 6:00 pm. With the shorter course the boat house
should be a great venue for watching the race.

April 19 general meeting

We are planning the April 19 general meeting topic to focus on racing and racing rules. We
will follow that with a racing clinic and coaching on April 27.

Monthly Sunday Afternoon Races

We will also be having Monthly Sunday Afternoon Races on Sundays following the general
meetings. These races are planned to start at 3:00 PM with skippers meeting at 2:30. These
races will be Centerboard races in July and August on the Sundays following the general
meeting. Mike Devenitch volunteered to be the “Match Maker” and help coordinate anyone
looking to crew or who is looking for crew. Thanks Mike!

Automatic race starting horn.

Races need a start! A small problem with racing is that everyone
wants to be on the water. A solution to this is an electronic starter
with a built in horn. These things cost around $400 plus shipping.
I’m asking that racers pony up $50 or so to help purchase this device so that no one gets left behind. See the device at
www.balboaracing.com. So far I have$ 150 collected and pledges
for $150 more. See me at the next race or give me a call.
Some assembly required

May the 4th be with you”

“

Sail Thunderbird Day Mass sail:
We are planning a mass sailing day on May 4th. The goal of this Sunday afternoon is to promote
sailing and raise awareness of sailing on Lake Thunderbird by getting as many sailboats as possible out on the lake. We will promote this day with posters at the marinas and hopefully with some
newspaper coverage. Anyone sailing on May fourth will receive a small prize, possibly a “Sail Thunderbird” bumper sticker similar to the “Ski Colorado” promotional bumper stickers. Volunteers will
be needed to help pass out bumper stickers at the marina and ramps. I also need volunteers to
help put together a poster to promote the event. Of course, all TSC sailors are encouraged to be
out on the water flying their burgees. Please contact phil@moershel.com to help out or call me at
(405) 208-1532.
Phil Moershal
Fleet Captain
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What is the relationship between the TSC, LTEF and Boathouse?
Many TSC members (new and old) are not familiar with the relationship between the Thunderbird
Sailing Club (TSC), Lake Thunderbird Boathouse, and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (LTEF). We thought it would be helpful to clarify each organization and the role it plays in our
mission to provide affordable boating and safety classes.
1. The TSC is an Oklahoma non-profit organization whose mission is “To promote water safety; to
encourage the pursuit of sailing as a recreational activity and as a competitive sport; to teach the
rules of sailing; to engender a spirit of sportsmanship among its members, their families and within
the community; to promote the teaching of the methods, techniques and sciences of sailing to
young people. To enter into such business transactions as are authorized by the Statutes of the
State of Oklahoma governing charitable, benevolent, educational or scientific corporations." The
TSC’s Articles of Incorporation were filed on November 5, 1969 and its first year in operation was
in 1970. The TSC is also the MANAGING PARTNER of the Boathouse. The TSC treasury has
around $4,600 in its account. Jim Eller is the 2014 Commodore. The TSC, as Managing Partner
has just been approved for a 5-year concession extension for the Boathouse site until 2017.

Boathouse

LTEF
1997

Lake Thunderbird

2002

Community Service

TSC

1970

2. The LTEF is an Oklahoma non-profit and is recognized by the IRS as a 501c (3) taxexempt organization. It was formed by the leadership of the TSC in 1997, the result of two
years of planning following the TSC’s 25th anniversary celebration in 1995 at which time
many of the original TSC charter members said they wish they had developed a facility at the
lake that they could call home. Seizing the moment, the TSC leadership began discussions
which eventually led to meetings with the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation,
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), Thunderbird State Park, and the Central Oklahoma
Master Conservancy. The LTEF was formed on April 1, 1997 with Walt Hedrick as President
and on April 7, 1998 the LTEF received its 501©(3) Letter of Determination by the IRS. In
1997 and 1998 approval was given for the building site, a fenced boatyard was built, 5 TSC
members received their U.S. Level One training certificates, the first class on the site was
held, and several centerboard boats were donated to the LTEF. In addition, Miles Associates
AIA began working on building plans, the TSC and LTEF voted to name the facility the Lake
Thunderbird Boathouse (Howard Haines’ idea), and the OEC installed an electrical service to
the site thanks to help from Scott Brown. The TSC membership matched a $500 challenge
grant from the LTEF board and raised $1,000 for the LTEF. In 1999 the Boathouse design
was complete and blueprints were approved by the State and U.S. BOR. Les Cummings had
taken over as fundraising chair for the LTEF and the first major grant was awarded in June of
1999 for $40,000 from the Noble Foundation of Ardmore, Oklahoma.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from the previous page)
Fundraising began in earnest and another $25,000 grant was funded in 2000 by Sarkeys Foundation of Norman. The dock and boat ramp had now been completed, and assets were in excess of
$129,000. We also received a second grant from the Noble Foundation of $25,000 and many additional individual and corporate financial gifts and gifts-in-kind….assets were now approximately
$190,000 with no debt. It was time to select a contractor and begin construction in the spring of
2001…over 110 volunteers worked for nearly nine months to complete the interior. In early 2002,
thanks to a generous gift from our good friend, Dave Shumake who was serving as our Board Attorney, we began the Dave Shumake Endowment that now exceeds some $20,000 and will continue to grow as the board resolution requires 10% of all unrestricted gifts to go to the Endowment.
Please spend a little time reading the names on the large plaques in the Boathouse foyer to appreciate the number of financial and gifts-in-kind donors, volunteers, and leadership that made the
Boathouse possible. On April 6, 2002, the Boathouse was christened on a cold, rainy, but wonderful day with over 125 people in attendance! Since that time we have
provided the Norman and Lake Thunderbird community with over 2,000
volunteer hours each year along with
hundreds of new sailors and boaters
that understand the boating and safety laws of Oklahoma. The audit for
2007 listed over $210,000 in assets
with no liabilities. This speaks volumes for the support of our Boathouse partners and the leadership that the TSC provides on a day-to-day basis. The LTEF has
raised an average of $1,000 per month since the construction phase of the Boathouse was completed. This does not include any funds from classes which goes to the Boathouse account. The
LTEF raises funds for special capital needs and helps fund the LTEF Dave Shumake Endowment
Fund. Ten percent of all undesignated contributions go to the endowment. The LTEF’s cash position, including short-term securities, is approximately $30K plus the $45K endowment. LTEF officers are Roger Elliott (President), Dr. Frank Lawler (Vice President), Connie Divine (Treasurer), and
Janie Davis (Secretary), the remaining board members are Glede Holman, Marilyn Friend, Steve
Johnson, Janie Davis, Phil Dame, Jim Eller, Jerry Lojka, Phil Trotter, Walter Hedrick, Betsey Streuli (board attorney) and Les Cummings (Executive Director and Fundraising Chair). As an example
of how you and the LTEF help the TSC and Boathouse: just in the past year your donations enabled the LTEF to provide funds for insurance, and half of the funds needed for the new pontoon
boat and the metal cover!
3. The Lake Thunderbird Boathouse is the operations function and third leg of the TSC – LTEF Boathouse three-legged stool.
We ask all our partners to have at least one representative serve on the Boathouse Management
Committee (BMC), a loosely formed management group made up of those interested in the Boathouse and its programs. The BMC manages Boathouse planning, schedule, budget, classes, income and expenses. Sam Tiffany is the treasurer for the Boathouse.
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Hello fellow Thunderbird Sailors!
The club sailing season started this past Tuesday and NO it was not an April Fool's Joke. I highly encourage all of you long term and new members to take a break and come out to sail, watch from the dock or
club house, help with the officiating, scoring, or taking out the chase boat when "Neew-Bee" Greg takes out
his 28 foot E Scow and demonstrates a catastrophic end-over-end broaching reverse capsize in cold water.
Hmmm, maybe I won't take the E Scow out till the water warms up.
If you have a boat and need help getting it in the water call the officers and they can find help. I have a 3/4
ton diesel Ford Excursion with 4 wheel drive and it can get just about any boat up or down any ramp. If you
do not have a boat then be at YOUR club house at 6:00 PM any Tuesday and guest crew for one of the regulars. Someone will have room and will accommodate you.
Always check your email to make sure the race has not been canceled (4:00 PM) due to high winds or bad
weather (lightning, rain or a tornado or two). Last year I jumped on board the 24' O'Day, Shamrock owned
by David Craige, our treasurer, Jim Waller the 2013 Commodore Cub winner, and Ted Steuli, who gave the
last talk at the monthly meeting. Sam Tiffany gave me a ride on Pelicano, his Chrysler C-20 on another race
day. James Anderson demonstrated the super slick, yet highly heeling Tranquility J-24 he has recently acquired. He lived on St. Thomas for ten years. Where else can you sample different sailboats large and
small, new and old, low and slow, or fast and furious?!
Come on out. It's your club!
Next month's report: 18 sail shape adjustments I can make on my E-Scow (after the water warms up a bit)
Your "tongue in cheek" roving reporter,
Greg Stevens

A Letter from Sam to Greg:
All is well! Today makes one week that I've been back at work. My endurance is getting a little better every day. Last week I went out to the marina and walked down to my slip to check out Pelicano. She's in pretty good shape, but by the time I made it back up to the parking lot, it was clear
that I have a ways to go before I'm in good shape. When it warms up a little more I should be ready
to try an excursion onto the lake. Probably I'll just motor around the first time out. Anyway, thanks
for checking on me - I expect I'll see you at the next meeting on the 19th.
Sam Tiffany

Even More about TSC Meetings
Thanks to Lorie Sylvester for the great theme based decor and meeting for March. April will be a
presentation on racing by Fleet Captain Moershel and April will be a kick back and enjoy fish fry
with a little live music on the green. I have made some inquiries for musicians but if you know of
any wannabe Jimmy Buffet types, give me a shout. Fleet Captain Moershel has volunteered to be
the frymaster. We will enjoy traditional music on the lawn (weather permitting). I am always open
to suggestions for programs and let's not forget to welcome guests to any and all meetings.

Kids’ Camps
We are looking for help with TSC’s summer kids’
camps! They are lots of fun and a chance to share
your expertise with developing young sailors. Please
check the dates for the camps and contact the individual class instructor to help with a class as you are available. We need help on the land and water so please
sign up soon. Thanks in advance for making the 2014
camps successful!
Kerry Knowles
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CHAMPIONSHIP JUNIOR REGATTA
Ninnescah Sailing Association, Cheney Lake, Wichita, Kansas

August 9, 2014

RULES. The regatta shall be governed by the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing for 2013-2016 (RRS), the prescriptions of the United States Sailing Association, the rules of each class concerned (except as altered by
the Sailing Instructions), the Notice of Race and the Sailing Instructions. The rules for all classes are altered
so that membership in a class organization is not required.
CLASSES. Optimist, Sunfish, Laser, Club 420, Catamarans. All classes are “bring your own boat.” A minimum of three boats is required to form a class.
ELIGIBILITY. Open to all persons who do not turn 19 years of age during calendar year 2014. Optimists are
sailed in two fleets: Green Fleet: Open to all novice sailors; and Red Fleet: Optimist. Maximum Skipper age
in Optimist fleets is 15. Membership in CSSA is required. Go to www.cssasailing.org to join.
REGISTRATION. Pre-Registration is encouraged and may be done by sending the attached registration
form to: NSA 11414 W. Texas Wichita, KS 67209. Registration at the regatta will be conducted On Saturday, August 9, 2014 between 8:30 am and 10:00 am. Execution of a Liability Release Agreement as set
forth in the Registration Form shall be required. Parents are urged to provide a signed Medical Consent
Form to enable other adults to obtain emergency medical services.
Sailing Instructions will be provided at the registration and at the Skipper’s Meeting.
REGISTRATION FEE. Registration Fee is $15. Fees include meals for participants. Dinner will be provided
to encourage a social hour. Meal tickets are available for non-competitors.
SKIPPER’S MEETING.The Skippers’ meeting will be held at 10:30 am on Saturday August 9, 2014 at the
clubhouse.
RACES. Subject to the decisions of the Race Committee, 5 or more races may be scheduled. If 5 races are
complete, there will be a throw out race for scoring purposes.
No race will be started Saturday after 5:00pm.
LIFE JACKETS/PFD’S. All competitors shall be required to wear PFD’s at all times while on the water.
SCHEDULE
Saturday, August 9, 2014
08:30-10:00:
Registration at the Club
10:30:
Skipper’s Meeting
11:00:
Lunch will be provided
11:45:
Warning Signal for the first race
After last race: Dinner
No warning signal for a race will be given after 5:00pm.
SCORING: Appendix A will be used.
PROTESTS: The CSSA Arbitration will be used for all protests.
TROPHY PRESENTATION. All entrants get participation
awards. Trophies awarded on the following basis: 3 boats 1; 7
boats 2; 11 boats 3; Ect. Trophy presentations will be held on Saturday evening after dinner or approximately one hour after the last race or protest hearing is completed.
A State Park fee of $5.00 per vehicle will be charged when entering
Cheney State Park and additional fees are charged for camping. Link
to Cheney Lake: http://kdwpt.state.ks.us/news/State-Parks/Locations/
Cheney.
Address for Cheney Lake: 16000 NE 50th, Cheney KS 67025-8487;
GPS coordinates: N37 43.154 W97 49.538
DIRECTIONS TO THE CLUB.
The reservoir is located 17 miles west of Wichita on 21st Street. The
north end is 12 miles south of Hutchinson.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Texie Randle, brandle1@cox.net or (316) 729-6358
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The Inland Port of Carentan, France
My daughter Chintalah and I took a trip to France for spring break. We hit
Germany, Paris and then headed north to see the French countryside. We
picked a town that was the closest to our destination which we could get to
via the train. Upon arriving in Carentan, the first site after crossing the railroad tracks was an American Flag! We walked and found a hotel and went
out for a jog. Along the way we saw some sailboats and thought it was odd
due to the fact we were inland. When we returned to the hotel and connected to the internet we discovered that an 8 mile-long canal connected the
town to the ocean. On my morning jog the next morning I set out to discover
the canal and its marina. It was a beautiful site to see dozens of oceangoing sailboats in a green grassy setting. We enjoyed our stay and caught a
bus to Normandy. Learn more about Carentan at: http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Carentan.
Later went on to visit the WWII invasion sites of Sainte Mère Église, Utah &
Omaha Beaches and the Normandy American Military Cemetery. It was a
fun and educational trip!
Mike Devenitch
TSC Secretary
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From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie...
Work Party coming up:
It must be spring with a work party scheduled for Saturday April 12th.
Unlike a lot of sailing clubs, attendance is not mandatory at work parties.
But without you it makes for a long day. Please come out and lend a
hand, especially if you are a new member and haven’t had the chance to
meet other sailors. It is a jolly good time, many hands make light work
and you will be doing your small part towards a major project. We gather at 9 and hope to be finished by noon.

Membership Renewals:

Membership Information

Hate to keep mentioning this, but we still
have several prominent members who
If any of your membership
have not renewed their membership.
information has changed,
Please………….
please contact:
When you do renew it would be helpful if
David Craigie
you would turn the form over and examine
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
the contact information that we have for
Midwest City OK 73130
you. It is our only way of contacting you. Without your keeping
this information up to date you are going to miss out on receiving
405-613-7774
the Mainsheet and other club communications. Please remember
also to return this sheet with your check. Thanks!
If your personal information changes during the year, please let me know. Most important is
your e-mail address. It is our primary form of communication with you.

Welcome New Members to TSC
Please welcome aboard Shane & Mike Mumford and their family. Hailing from Norman they are
both associated with OU and last summer they enrolled a child in one of the summer camps.
Please make them feel welcome as we swing full blast into the summer sailing season.

US Sailing Renewals:
We are currently members of US Sailing “Member Partner Program.” They offer a 20% discount
on memberships and it benefits TSC with some promotional. If you are interested, please get in
touch with me and I will send you the information you need.
Thanks for all your support!
See you on the water,
David

Sea Scout Ship 5790
Our Sea Scouts attended a CPR & First Aid class
at the Midwest City firehouse on March 8th. Jerry
Lojka made the arrangements for the class. Being
certified were Selina, Rick, Megan, James, Tiffany,
Riana, Alisa and Eric. We are currently planning an
active sailing season and if anyone
would like more info about the Sea
Scouts, contact Skipper Rick:
Shaw9939@sbcglobal.net
Skipper Rick Shaw
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Happy Birthday!
...to the following TSC members! If
you would like to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by
media such as your TSC Membership
Directory, which itself lists TSC members’ birthday dates.
If your birthday is not included, it is
probably because you did not share
that information with your Treasurer/
Membership Secretary. If you want to
share your special day, please contact
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone:
405-613-7774.
Thanks,
David

April

May
2 Lana Horner
7 Kathy Lawler
3 Bill Brackett
12 Helene Miller
15 Lorrie Sylvester 4 Aaron McDonald
9 Rick Shaw
19 Cheri Elliott
19 James Anderson 13 Cleo Haines
24 Brian Crittenden 14 Pam Bradford
17 George Morin
25 Janie Davis
22 Jeremy Nelson
26 Nita Trotter
22 Kathy Anderson
29 Jim Kasbohm
28 Michael Ozmun
29 Jerry Lojka
31 Mike Kelly

TSC Long-Range Schedule
(Subject to change)
Weekly Racing every Tuesday

Jul 12: TSC Raft-up

Apr 11 & 25: Basic Keelboat (Boathouse)

Jul 17 - 19: Intermediate Camp

Apr 12: Boathouse Work Day

Jul 19: TSC Meeting

Apr 19: TSC Meeting

Jul 20: Center Board Race Day

Apr 26 –27: CSSA Dogwood Regatta

Aug 16: TSC Meeting

Apr 27: Learn to Race Day

Aug 17: Center Board Race Day

May 4: Sail Thunderbird Day

Aug TBD: GODSA WaterFest

May 17: TSC Club Meeting

Sep 20: CAST/ TSC Club Meeting

Jun 5-8: Level 1 Instructor Course

Oct 12: Layton Regatta

Jun 9-13: Kids’ Camp Session I

Oct 18: TSC Meeting

Jun 13th: TSC Raft-up

Nov 2: Hiram Douglas Regatta (Daylight Savings Time Begins)

Jun 23 - 29: Adult Small Boat Class
Jun 28: Water Fest
Jun 21: TSC Meeting
Jul 7-11: Kids’ Camp Session II
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