Mainsheet
NearNear-term TSC Calendar:
Weekly Racing every
Tuesday
Jun 55-8: Level 1 Instructor Course
Jun 99-13: Kids’ Camp
Session I
Jun 13: TSC RaftRaft-up
Jun 15: Family Day
Jun 23 - 29: Adult Small
Boat Class
Jun 28: G.O.D.S.A. Water
Fest
Jun 21: TSC Meeting
Jul 77-11: Kids’ Camp Session II
See page 12 for the longlongterm schedule

2014 Officers Roll for
the Thunderbird Sailing Club
Commodore: Jim Eller
405405-924924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
Commodore Elect: Jerry Lojka
405405-620620-4498
jerrylojka@gmail.com
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles

405405-833833-7044

Rear Commodore: Lorrie Sylvester

405405-250250-6956
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu
Fleet Captain: Phil Moershel
405405-208208-1532
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Mike Devenitch
405405-895895-7278
sentrymike@yahoo.com
Treasurer: David Craigie
405405-613613-7774
Incipient@msn.com

Mainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com

June 1st, 2014

The Thunderbird Sailing Club
Monthly Newsletter
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation
Affiliated with United States Sailing &
Central States Sailing Association

P.O. Box 1652
Norman, Oklahoma 73070
Note: Both TSC and Boathouse share this P.O. Box.

Commodore’s Column:
Moving and Cruising...
First, Jeannie and I are moving to Norman. As of June 8th, Jeannie will be will be
the new senior minister at St. Stephens United Methodist Church. We couldn’t be happier
about this new assignment. It promises to be
a great match between the congregation and our family. And we are purchasing a home in the Sutton Place neighborhood of Norman, which is
between Porter and 12th and between Robinson and Rock Creek. We
like the location and the house. And we are moving closer to Lake Thunderbird and closer to where many of our Club members live. We are both
excited about this new beginning.
Second, Cruising. We have returned to having weekly races, which feels
like a return to sailing club vigor. Some of us have been talking about
adding some cruising to our sailboat club offerings. Our next cruise will
be a trip September 10th to 17th, cruising from Sallisaw to Russellville on
the Kerr-McClelland Navigational channel. We have five boats and skippers who have expressed a strong interest in joining on this trip. More
are always welcome and there may be room on some of the boats for
crew. There has also been some conversation about having a Club cruising adventure next summer to the North Channel of Lake Heron, although
other options are also possible. If you are interested in cruising please
attend a “Going Cruising” Club Meeting Wednesday June 18th, 7:00PM
at the Boathouse or email me, your Commodore, Jim Eller, at
wjimeller@gmail.com.
See you on the water.
Jim Eller,
Commodore

2014 Water Fest
The 6th annual Water Fest, put on by the Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association (GODSA)
and hosted by the Boathouse, will be held on Saturday, June 28, from 8 to 5. This is almost two
months earlier than previous years. The last five years have been very successful, with many participants, family and friends enjoying (what is for them) a rare day on the water. Our wonderful volunteers have made this a great experience for all involved. We will likely float the Illusion, an American, kayak, canoes, the Carolina Skiff and the Jerry L. We also need 2-3 keel boats. Lunch and a
tee-shirt are provided for volunteers.
I will be away most of the 1st half of June so want to get things lined-up early. Please let me know if
you are able to help. If you know someone who might want to join the fun as a participant, please
direct them to the sign-up form on the next page.
Paul Reynolds, (405) 250-2093 par2058@yahoo.com
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Subject: GODSA WATERFEST!
GODSA will host WATERFEST on June 28th at the Lake Thunderbird Boathouse. The clinic is a great way for
individuals with disabilities to learn how to water-ski, sail, and canoe/kayak. The Clinic runs from 8:00 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m. This is a Free event to all participants. We will cover the cost of Wheelchair Sports USA membership for non-GODSA participants. Current GODSA members must have annual Wheelchair Sports USA
membership up-to-date. Lunch is provided for registered participants and attending family from 11:301:00. Registration deadline is June 20.
To register, complete and send the registration form (below), and the medical/waiver form (enclosed) to Greg
Horneber 100-3369, 3300 Northwest Expressway, Oklahoma City, OK 73112. Or Feel free to complete forms,
print, and scan back to email. For further information reach Greg at 405-552-2847
or greg.horneber@integrisok.com. I will be out of the office June 5th through the 16th but will be checking
emails periodically. Directions and confirmation letter will be mailed to you prior to Waterfest.
If you are unable to fill out the attached form please complete the below information and return to Greg at the
above email or mail address.
NAME:________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________________________Email___________________________
CITY: _________________________________

STATE: ________

PHONE: (Home) _________________________

(Work) ________________________________

AGE: ___________

ZIP: ________________

Disability/SCI Injury Level ___________________________________

T-Shirt ___S ___M ___LG ___XL ___XXL
Please indicate your water fest activity time preference with a check mark.
_______am session 8:00-11:30 ______pm session 1:00- 4:30
Total number of Family attending: ________
Looking forward to seeing you all soon!!!
Greg Horneber C.T.R.S./L
Program Manager- Amputee
Jim Thorpe Rehabilitation
3300 Northwest Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(o) 405.552.2847
(f) 405.552.2849
greg.horneber@integrisok.com

3

TSC Family Day is back by popular demand!
Last summer TSC Family Days at the Boathouse provided fun opportunities for our families to come
together over picnics, the beach and sailing. The smaller children had fun with beach activities and
kayaks. The older kids, many of whom had just completed Junior Sailing Camp, practiced their new
skills with experienced adults around to keep them safe.
Well, I’m very excited to announce our first TSC Family Day for 2014. It’s scheduled for the afternoon of June 15th from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. We will also have a family days on July 13th, August
16th (with following TSC meeting and dinner), and September 14th. We will generally do these
from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
We will have an open building (bathrooms!) and ramp for launching our own dinghies (or a TSC one
if you don’t own one), and best of all a safety boat! TSC members and guests, gather up your children and / or spouse, pack a picnic lunch, bring your towel, chair, sunscreen and appropriate PFDs,
and join us for TSC Family Fun Picnic Sailing Day.
Feel free to bring your own dinghy or other small sailboat if you would like. Non-sailors can lounge
on the beach or play in the water, and teens and we sailors can take turns sailing on the dinghies,
Sunfish, and Lasers.
TSC Family day is a great opportunity for our younger kids to get acquainted and also learn about
safety in and around a lake environment. Our older kids (and adults) will have the chance to practice
on the Sunfish and Lasers, and we sailors will gain a casual, fun way to integrate our families into an
activity that many of us dearly love.
All participants are responsible for their own family’s safety on or near the water and will be expected to set up and take down any boats that get used. Don't fret . . . there will be plenty of people
on hand to make the work go fast.
If anyone has questions or suggestions about this event, please feel free to contact me by e-mail at
alva@brockus.org or by phone at (405) 820-4837.
See ya on the beach and in the water! —Alva Brockus

Painting on wall of the
Vatican Museum.

Semi-Random old photo
placed here to fill space.

Photography by Lorrie and Paul
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Cummings/Stewart Wedding
Last month the Mainsheet Editor and Commodore mentioned our upcoming nuptials. Well they were correct:-) Camisa and I were married at the Edmond Elks Lodge on April 26, 2014. The minister, Brent Keck, is a close friend who just
happens to be a former work associate at the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation. We initially had planned to get
married in the beautiful foyer of the OMRF Research Tower and have the reception the following night at the Edmond
Elks Lodge. After lots of gnashing of teeth, we decided that extending the process over two days was a little too much
for all concerned. So we ended up having the wedding in the afternoon with family only and then the reception in the
early evening. The band, The Wise Guys, did a terrific job and everyone enjoyed the Beatles Tribute they are known
for.
We spent our first night as a married couple at the Colcord Hotel in OKC and ended up at the hospital around 4:30 in
the morning when my sister, here from Maryland, had a touch of pneumonia and ended up in ICU with a temp over 105.
After a couple days she was released and they flew home without incident. She is now doing well, but continues the
fight against Crohn’s Disease.
On Thursday following the wedding, we flew to New Orleans for the 2014 Jazz and Heritage Festival. We love the
music and food in New Orleans and had a great time. So great that both of us ended up with upper respiratory infections
and were sick for nearly two weeks. All is well now and we thank all those who wished us well and especially those
that made donations to the LTEF and NAMI in our honor.
We will make our home at 11720 Wileman Way in OKC. Camisa will retain her last name Stewart as she is a physician and it would be a headache to do otherwise. At least she didn’t require me to change my last name:+)
We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Emily and Neal on their recent nuptials!
Following are a few photos from the wedding and short honeymoon trip to New Orleans.

Anna, Quinn and Will

Not quite sure what she’s laughing at

Best man Roger and the groom

Camisa’s favorite Aaron Neville
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Les, Will Lange and Quinn Sterwart
The famous 100 year old Steinway
Rodrique piano at the Sheraton N.O.

Neal and Emily (née Jerman) Schuster Wedding
Neal and Emily followed a perfect wedding day with a series
of humorous minor disasters as they traveled to Cornwall, in
pastoral yet rugged southwestern England, for their honeymoon. The misadventures included everything from nearly
missing the flight in Chicago to the UK—they had to run to
catch it—to losing their bags for three days to finding themselves driving on the wrong side of the road down a multitude of what were surely not two-lane roads but actually bike
paths (?) between the hedgerows. Not a few times they got
lost on countryside rambles outside their home base, the
tiny historic fishing village Port Isaac (familiar to “Doc Martin”
watchers as “Port Wenn”). The scenery photo is from the
rugged cliff walk (they thought they had cleverly avoided) on
a trek from Port Isaac to the next historic fishing village on
the coast, Port Quin. (After overhearing Aussies at a table
next to them at dinner the night before rave about the
“fantastic” Port Quin, they decided to make the “so easy!”
walk themselves. It was supposed to take 20 minutes across farmers’ fields; it took Neal and Emily three
hours—and they ended up on these cliffs above the sea). Upon finally arriving in Port Quin, they discovered .
. . the pictured historic cottage . . . and that was it. Serves them right for eavesdropping! The ramble back—
on the correct path—took 20 minutes.
Thank you to everyone for your good wishes! We had a lovely time in Cornwall—and even checked out the
Saint Ives sailing club, in an arty community on the water farther south, among our outings. A prerequisite
there seems to be to own a brightly colored boat—not a bad idea! We can’t wait to go back!
Emily and Neal

The rugged cliff walk
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2014 Kids Sailing Camps are Filled!
Both the June 9-13 and July 7-11 sailing camps are filled, each with twelve excited young sailors. The camps start each day at 9am and end at 3PM. This is the 14th year of our classes and
the 13th at the Boathouse. We can always use help for the classes be it Boathouse security,
running safety boats, helping with knots or any of the myriad tasks needed to teach the kids to
not only sail but to have a fun and rewarding learning experience.
Please let Les (June 9th through 13th Camp) and Phil (July 7th through 11th Camp) know
which day/s you can help by contacting them at cummingslester@gmail.com (405-823-2342)
or pmoershel@sbcglobal.net (405-208-1532) respectively. If you can help, please be at the
Boathouse between 8:30 and 9am. Also as Friday is the final day of each camp, we will need
additional help that day to clean and store the equipment so we can be finished by 3pm. We
also like to take the parents/guardians out on the pontoon boat for a photo op, so help with the
pontoon boat is appreciated.
As the camps are the primary source of income to keep the Boathouse in operation, please volunteer some time during the camps! We know you will have a great time.
Thank you, Phil and Les
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Mainsheet Classifieds
This International 470 is
for sale. Contact Skipper Rick for details:
(405) 306-8597

Good Day,
I would like to present my sailboat to the Thunderbird Lake Sailing Club. Below is the Seidelmann 25’ that I
have for sale with custom trailer, 9HP outboard, Harken hardware, new cushions, many extras, and fiberglass
dock box. The trailer was designed for frequent loading and unloading needs in mind. Asking $8500 or OBO.
Please distribute to club members or anyone who would be interested.
Best Always,
Alan J. Forman
Mobile: (918) 625-8200
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Boathouse Cove Buoys Are Set!
No eggs!
No bakey!

It’s a buoy!

Above are Les and Phil preparing to set the buoys in Boathouse Cove
Three new NO WAKE buoys have been set in the cove in front of the Boathouse for
use by the Kids Sailing Camps, Sea Scouts and other sailing events. We thank the
Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation for once again providing the heavy plastic
barrels we have been using for many years. We also appreciate the volunteers who
made the concrete anchors and Phil and Les for attaching the chain, cable, ground
tackle and for setting the buoys in the cove. The wire cable used to attach the barrels
to the anchors was provided several years ago via a grant from the National Water
Safety Congress.

Sea Scouts
Ahoy!

Skipper Rick just returned from teaching a US Sailing Level One
class in Centerport, NY. Next weekend at the Boathouse (June 5
5--8)
is the Level 1 Instructor class. If anyone wants to come out to sit in
for part of it, please call Rick for the schedule: (405) 306
306--8597
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Singer Jim Madsen from Norman performing at the May 17th TSC meeting.
Jim is a marketing professional, a member of the Song Writers Association of Norman
(SWAN), and also an avid sailor.
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From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie...
Anchors Away:
Incipient will be heading north again for the summer. Please follow our travels as
we do something different this year. Our plan is to do all of the Erie Canal and the
Hudson River. We will spend time in NYC and finish our trip on the Champlain Canal, all in NY State. We will keep you posted as we go.
TSC Membership:
Membership Information
Things are good with membership for the
current year, but we are still a little behind on If any of your membership information has
our budget. Please, if you have failed to rechanged, please contact:
new for the current year, won’t you please
David Craigie
consider sending in your dues today. If you
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
are in doubt, please contact me and I will let Midwest City OK 73130
you know how you can remain current.
(405) 613-7774

Incipient@MSN.com
Welcome new members:
Frank Boutsen and Jenny Chin of Oklahoma City
Nathan and Mary Boren of Norman

TSC Membership Directory – Electronic pdf version:
The new TSC Membership Directory has been published and has been made
available to all members. We also are offering an electronic version in a pdf, suitable for keeping on your phone or other portable device. This version is available
to anyone who sends me a request by e-mail.
US Sailing Renewals:
We are currently members of US Sailing “Member Partner Program.” They offer a
20% discount on individual memberships. If you are interested, please get in
touch with me and I will send you the information you need.
Thanks for all your support!
See you on the water,
David
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Happy Birthday!
...to the following TSC members! If you would like to help
your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by media
such as your TSC Membership
Directory, which itself lists TSC
members’ birthday dates.
If your birthday is not included,
it is probably because you did
not share that information with
your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share
your special day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com
or phone: 405-613-7774.

June
1 Ted Streuli
7 Courtney Fisher
9 Gus Shaver
14 J.B. Messer
14 Karen Thurston
16 Laura Torneten
18 Laquita McDonald
19 Jim Shinn
22 Fredrica Cottrell
28 Cheryl Shaw
29 Buff Burtis
30 J.C."Chris" Luppens

Thanks,
David

July
3 Doris Shoemaker
5 Steve Bradford
7 Michael Galoob
9 Corbett Brown
11 James Waller
12 Greg Stevens
17 Les Cummings
19 David Brockus
20 Chad Cox
20 Bob Kendrick
20 Ed Shoemaker
23 Mary Burrows
24 Phil Dame

TSC Long-Range Schedule (Subject to change) Please send all official
schedule changes to TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch at (405) 895-7278 or
sentrymike@yahoo.com
Weekly Racing every Tuesday

Aug 16: Family Day & TSC Meeting

Jun 5-8: Level 1 Instructor Course

Aug 17: Center Board Race Day

Jun 9-13: Kids’ Camp Session I

Sep 14: Family Day

Jun 13: TSC Raft-up

Sep 20: CAST/ TSC Club Meeting

Jun 15: Family Day

Oct 12: Layton Regatta

Jun 23 - 29: Adult Small Boat Class

Oct 18: TSC Meeting

Jun 28: G.O.D.S.A. Water Fest

Nov 2: Hiram Douglas Regatta

Jun 21: TSC Meeting
Jul 7-11: Kids’ Camp Session II
Jul 12: TSC Raft-up
Jul 13: Family Day
Jul 17 - 19: Intermediate Camp
Jul 19: TSC Meeting
Jul 20: Center Board Race Day
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