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NearNear-term TSC Calendar:
August 5: Race day
August 9: Raft Up
August 10: Family Fun Day
Aug 12: Race Day
Aug 16: Club Meeting
Aug 17: Centerboard Race
Aug 19: No Race
Aug 26: Race Day
Sep. 1: Volunteer Appreciation Day
Sep. 1010-17: McClellanMcClellan-Kerr
Navigation Channel Cruise
Sep 20: CAST/Club Meeting
Oct 12: Layton Regatta
Oct 18: Club Meeting
See the final page for the
longlong-term schedule

2014 Officers Roll for the
Thunderbird Sailing Club
Commodore: Jim Eller
405405-924924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
Commodore Elect: Jerry Lojka
405405-620620-4498
jerrylojka@gmail.com
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles

405405-833833-7044

Rear Commodore: Lorrie Sylvester

405405-250250-6956
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu
Fleet Captain: Phil Moershel
405405-208208-1532
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Mike Devenitch
405405-895895-7278
sentrymike@yahoo.com
Treasurer: David Craigie
405405-613613-7774
Incipient@msn.com

Mainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com
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Commodore’s Column:
Back to School
My wife Jeannie and I were looking for a coat for her to take on our
upcoming vacation trip to San Francisco and Lake Tahoe. While we were
shopping we ran into a number of families who were getting their kid’s
back to school clothing in order. This surprised me; as we turn to August
it still summer, but the kids are already headed back to school. So, I too
begin to think about the fall.
The September 10-17th, a group of us are planning to sail from Sallisaw, OK to Russellville, AR. At present we have somewhere between
five and seven boats planning to join in this adventure. There will be a
few crew spots available if any of you are interested. Of course you are
also welcome if you want to bring your own boat. If interested, email or
call me to get more information: wjimeller@gmail.com
Our September Sailing Club meeting will be September 20th, the
same day as the CAST event. That evening we will be looking at a brief
TSC bylaw revision as well as having our regular sailing club potluck. I
will email a copy of the bylaw revision to you the week beforehand. For
the program we are planning to report on our sailing adventure, from
which we will have just returned.
During October, we will have the Layton Regatta and also, I am hoping, a Saturday facilitated meeting to work on our vision, mission and the
objectives of our organizations. It’s been at least ten years since we last
did this.
November of course will be the Hiram Regatta, the end of daylight
savings time, and the election of officers.
On December 13th we will hold our annual Christmas Party. I thought
I would suggest a date early so we can all get it on our calendar now.
You know like that Christmas in July thing. We have usually moved our
monthly potluck up a week in December to catch people before the Holidays get too busy and to include students and others who may go out of
town later in the month.
In the meantime, I hope you are enjoying the hot summer weather
and getting lots of time to swim in our wonderful lake or are having early
morning sailing adventures.
See you on the water,
Your Commodore,
Jim

Fleet Captain’s Corner
14 YOUNG CORINTHIANS COMPLETE JULY SAILING CAMP
The July sailing camp was fantastic
with great winds and great kids. 14
kids sailed almost every day. Four
older kids rotated on sunfish and
sailed across and up and down the
lake with a safety boat. The kids had
their traditional sail across the lake and sailed well in
gusty winds to demonstrate their skills to their parents on
Friday afternoon.
Camp can’t happen without volunteers! Many thanks to
Jim, Jim and Jim, Greg, Les, Jerry, Matt, Christian and
Erik who help launch boats, man safety boats and coach
the kids on the water. The volunteer instructors
spent each day from 8:00 till 4:00 in the heat
and sun to make the camp yet another success.
Successfully completing the class (some for
a second, third or fourth time) were Eli and
Tommy Schrems, Charlie and Henry Brockus,
Elina and Isak Fisher, Matt Kasbohm, Sam and
Sophia Shepelwich, Keith Fournier, Rylan Maupin, Jamie Knowles, Alec Forsythe, and Flora
Ellis. Six of these sailors were grand kids or
children of sailing club members.
One new point of instruction that we will include in the coming years is that the word
“CAPACITY” found on the boat labels does not
spell “CAPSIZE”.
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Fleet Captain’s Corner (continued)
RACING THUNDERBIRD
The spinnaker fleet has grown! We have had 4 spinnakers marching down the lake in one of the
July races. This is a harbinger of some great racing at the Hiram Douglass Regatta in November.
Centerboard Sunday was a success! Mike, Mike, Frank, Rick, Paul, Grey, Alva, Henry and I had
some great fun on Lasers, Laser IIs, Sunfish and one of the Americans running across the lake and
dodging the powerboats in wonderful wind. In two of the four races Rick Shaw dominated with his
sunfish. Mike Klatt and Mike Galoob took the other two races in a laser and Laser II respectively.
The next Centerboard Sunday race will be August 17 with a skippers meeting at 3:00. The boat yard will be unlocked at 1:00 for sailors to rig their
boats.
August racing schedule:
Tuesday August 5, 6:00 PM Commodore’s cup race
Tuesday August 12, 6:00 PM Commodore’s cup race
Sunday August 17, 3:00 PM centerboard race
Tuesday August 19, NO RACE
Tuesday August 26, 6:00 PM Commodores’ cup race
Phil Moershall
Fleet Captain

G.O.D.S.A. WaterFest

The 2014 Water Fest of the Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association, held June 28, was a
great success despite a forecast for winds of 32 mph. The winds were high so we put out only the
Jerry L. pontoon boat and my San Jaun 21. With a reefed main and bare forestay it was manageable; we stayed busy all day taking people out for rides. Many enjoyed a little tiller time. We used the
lift a lot, and it made all the difference in some folk's ability to board and disembark with ease. I am
not sure but I believe this dock lift may be the only one on a public lake in Oklahoma. The pontoon
boat was again a hugely useful platform for many participants. The skiing was a little limited by the
wave action but about 28 folks went out on the sit-skis. With a full lake, a great picnic, and the superbly accessible Boathouse we all had a grand day!
TSC provided fantastic VOLUNTEERS! Phil Moershel, Jim Waller, Gray Graham (who stayed until
the very end and was the last one out of the bathrooms with a mop), Mike Klatt, Lorrie Sylvester,
Kristen MacGorman and Matt Maupin. Thank you once again for making this a very exciting day.
Paul Reynolds

Volunteer Appreciation Day on Labor Day
From noon to 3:00 or so. Food provided by LTEF. Just come and enjoy the Boathouse, lake and fellowship.
Roger Elliott
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2014 Sailing Better Intermediate Camp, July 17-19.
We had no luck with the weather at this
year's Sailing Better Intermediate camp. On
Thursday it was COLD and rainy, on Friday
we had a light breeze in the morning and
on Saturday a few breaths. Nevertheless,
we had a great time and 6 boys learned a
bit about racing, improved their skill with
upwind sailing, tacking, boat trim and rigging. We ran around the parking lot waving
our arms like crazed zombies to nail down
the right-of-way rules.
We practiced our knots a lot. On Friday,
our one good sailing morning, we made
about 8 starts and 4 round-the-bouy races. These kids were great, putting up with a great deal of indoor work. By the way, never try to teach an eyesplice to a group of 11-13 year-olds unless you
know it backwards and forwards yourself. They had been gamely paying attention up to that point....
On Saturday morning with a few ripples on the water we decided to try a longer distance sail Snake Island was the boy's first vote, but too far, so we launched for Little Axe "lagoon". We made it
to the Little Axe camping area before the wind turned to nothing. We had begun to tow back when
Les Cummings on Enya showed up, took all the boys onboard, spread the huge genoa, and then
ghosted along until bringing them in on diesel.
The stalwart sailors who made it through these misplaced horse latitudes were: Grayson Coldwell,
who earned recognition for Much-Improved Jib-Tending, Tommy Schrems, for nicely sailing the
course around the marks, Matt Kasbohm, for putting the plugs in all 3 boats, Alec Forsyth for enthusiasm and helpfulness, Keith Fournier, for excellent work on the helm, and Braden Henson for coming back to this class a 2nd time. I want to offer sincere thanks to the volunteers who made this class
possible: Jim Waller, Teresa Galoob, Jim Kasbohm, Phil
DeBerry, Phil Moershel, Les Cummings, and Rick Shaw.
Thanks to Teresa Galoob for her excellent photos.
We will do it again next year, probably with some wind.
The class is open to 11-14 year-olds who have taken the
Beginners' Camp or equivalent.
Paul Reynolds

4

Sea Scout Ship 5790
… is looking for some new recruits: anyone who would like to learn how to sail
both big and small boats. This youth group is sponsored by the Thunderbird Sailing Club and open to both guys and gals ages 13 and up. We meet each Saturday from 10am-2pm at the Lake Thunderbird Boathouse. Contact Skipper Rick
at (405) 306-8597. Also, check out our Facebook page: Sea Scout Ship 5790.
Skipper Rick Shaw
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From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie...
Greetings Thunder Sailors,
It is near the end of July and we are close to the end of our exploration of the canal
systems in New York. As I write this we are sitting at the dock in Waterford, NY at the
junction of the Erie Canal, the Hudson River and the Champlain Canal.
On July 1st we started our journey down the Hudson 150 miles to NYC. I can tell
you now that this is not a simple ride on the river like
the canals. First there are tides to consider. Then
there are ships, barges and other boats of all sizes
bigger than Incipient. We gave them plenty of room.
Then there is NYC. We stayed in a marina with the
World Trade Center in the background. While impressive, I found it expensive as someone who is
not too fond of marinas. We got to do most of the
stuff on our list of “have to’s.” The most impressive
and important was a visit to Lady Liberty (Statue of
Liberty). If you ever plan a visit to this National Park,
do yourself a favor and make reservations long in
advance, especially in the summer.
We made a hasty retreat back up the Hudson, a four day trip. Playing the tides it was
a fast ride travelling at 5 Knots. We needed all the help we could get and going 7
knots is a rush.
So now we begin the last and perhaps the easiest part of
our summer adventure; a cruise on the Champlain Canal into Lake
Champlain. We will then return to Fort Edward, about midway on the
Champlain Canal, where we have a car rental for August 4th. We will return to Buffalo to retrieve our truck and trailer and will return to Ft Edward
to pull out and begin the three day jaunt home. It is always a delight to get
away for the summer. But I think it is an equal delight to return home and
plan the next adventure.
Hopefully Kerry will allow me time at a meeting during the cold winter
months and I can show unlimited pictures of our trip. Hope to see you
there.
US Sailing Renewals: We are currently members of US Sailing
“Member Partner Program.” They offer a 20% discount on
memberships and it benefits TSC with some promotional. If
you are interested, please get in touch with me and I will send
you the information you need.
Thanks for all your support!
See you on the water,
David
Membership Information
If any of your membership information has
changed, please contact:
David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City OK 73130
(405) 613-7774

Incipient@MSN.com
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Happy Birthday!
...to the following TSC members! If you would like to help
your friend celebrate their birthday, find their contact info in
your TSC Membership Directory, which itself lists TSC members’ birthday dates.
If your birthday is not included,
it is probably because you did
not share that information with
your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share
your special day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com
or phone: 405-613-7774.
Thanks,
David

5
7
10
11
15
19
19
21
21
22
25
28
30

August
Betsey Streuli
Talitha Glosemeyer
Rick Wood
Sam Tiffany
Barbara Boren
Steve Robison
Andy Rieger
Cheryl Brackett
George LeVan
Jason Pudlo
Linda Lojka
Linda Sadler
Bill Burrows

1
4
5
9
13
14
16
17
23
30

September
Marilyn Friend
Teresa Galoob
Naree Devenitch
Xias Qi
Mary Anne Secrist
Jill LeVan
Kevin Yort
Kerry Knowles
Angela Kasbohm
Ray Psikal

TSC Long-Range Schedule (Subject to change) Please send all official
schedule changes to TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch at (405) 895-7278 or
sentrymike@yahoo.com
Current as of August 3rd, 2014

Oct 18: Club Meeting

Aug 5: Race Day

November 2: Hiram Douglas Regatta
(Daylight Savings Time Begins)

Aug 9: Raft Up

November 15: Club Meeting

Aug 10: Family Fun Day

December 13 – Club Meeting (Second
Sat.)

Aug 12: Race Day
Aug 16: Club Meeting
Aug 17: Center Board Race Day
Aug 19: No Race
Aug 26: Race Day
Sep. 1: Volunteer Appreciation Day.
Sep. 10-17: McClellan-Kerr Navigation
Channel Cruise
Sep 20: CAST/Club Meeting
Oct 12: Layton Regatta
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