
  

 

                                                MainsheetMainsheet  
NearNear--term TSC Calendar:term TSC Calendar:  

Cancelled! Cancelled! --  McClellanMcClellan--Kerr Kerr 
Navigation Channel Cruise Navigation Channel Cruise   

Sep 16: Commodore’s Cup Sep 16: Commodore’s Cup 
RaceRace  

Sep 20: CAST/Club Meeting Sep 20: CAST/Club Meeting   

Sep 23: Commodore’s Cup Sep 23: Commodore’s Cup 
RaceRace  

Sep 30: Commodore’s Cup Sep 30: Commodore’s Cup 
RaceRace  

Oct 5: Layton Regatta (This Oct 5: Layton Regatta (This 
is a recent date change!!!)is a recent date change!!!)  

Oct 18: Club MeetingOct 18: Club Meeting  

November 2: Hiram Douglas November 2: Hiram Douglas 
Regatta (Daylight Savings Regatta (Daylight Savings 
Time Begins) Time Begins)   

November 15: Club Meeting November 15: Club Meeting   

December 13: Club Meeting December 13: Club Meeting 
(Second Saturday)(Second Saturday)  

September 11th, 2014 

2014 Officers Roll for the  2014 Officers Roll for the  
Thunderbird Sailing ClubThunderbird Sailing Club  

Commodore: Jim EllerCommodore: Jim Eller  
405405--924924--31483148  
wjimeller@gmail.comwjimeller@gmail.com  
  
Commodore Elect: Jerry LojkaCommodore Elect: Jerry Lojka  
405405--620620--44984498  
jerrylojka@gmail.comjerrylojka@gmail.com  
  
Vice Commodore: Kerry KnowlesVice Commodore: Kerry Knowles  
405405--833833--70447044  
  
Rear Commodore: Rear Commodore: Lorrie SylvesterLorrie Sylvester  

405405--250250--69566956  
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.eduLorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu  
  
Fleet Captain: Phil MoershelFleet Captain: Phil Moershel  
405405--208208--15321532  
pmoershel@sbcglobal.netpmoershel@sbcglobal.net  
  
Secretary: Mike DevenitchSecretary: Mike Devenitch  
405405--895895--72787278  
sentrymike@yahoo.comsentrymike@yahoo.com  
  
Treasurer: David CraigieTreasurer: David Craigie  
405405--613613--77747774  
Incipient@msn.com Incipient@msn.com   
  
Mainsheet Editor: Matt MaupinMainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin  
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.comthunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com   

Commodore’s Column:  

CAST, Third Season and Bylaws 

          This coming month is a great one for Thunderbird Lake 
activities, especially sailing. On September 20th our club will 
help host the kids fishing event called CAST. This is a remarka-
ble annual tradition but that requires lots of volunteers.  Consider 
joining in the fun by helping out.  If you are interested contact me 
or Les Cummings.  Hope to see you there. 

          Around here the sailing season seems to divide into three 
parts.  The Spring, when the weather is too cool for most power 
boats and skiers and the wind blows hard causing sailors to de-
light; The second season is Summer, when there are too many 
power boaters on the lake during the weekend and the winds die 
down too much to make sailing fun.  Then there is the third sea-
son, the Fall, when the power boaters and skiers retreat, the 
wind returns, and the lake is open to sailing pretty much any day 
of the week.  It seems like shortly after Labor Day a giant switch 
gets thrown and the hot days come to an end, but there are still 
plenty of lovely days for enjoying our lake and our sport before 
colder, shorter days arrive.  Fall (like Spring) is a kind of sailor’s 
paradise.  Hope to see you on the water.  

          Our TSC Board proposes that our bylaws be re-
vised.  Most all of the revisions are simple house cleaning.  We 
are proposing that we take articles out that are not what we are 
doing or have not been doing for some time and add a few lines 
to more accurately reflect our practices in the bylaws.  The 
board suggests that we email our members a copy of these pro-
posed changes the week prior to the meeting so you can go 
over them, if you are interested.  We will vote on the changes at 
the business part of our monthly meeting on September 
20th.  We will project them on the wall with lines through what 
we propose to strike and highlight the new language we propose 
to add.  Look for that email the week of September 14th to 20th. 

                               Jim Eller, Commodore 
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  Fleet Captain’s Corner 
 
RACING THUNDERBIRD: 
 

CENTERBOARD SUNDAY RACE  
 

On August 16th, our intrepid wind junkies had another great cen-
terboard Sunday race. We had the three Americans out with four 
Sunfish and an FJ to make a good show on the lake. New to the 
fleet were Eric and Gavin. Rick dominated yet again with his sleek 
blue Sunfish. Centerboard sailors need to contact me to organize 
one more race in September. 

  
TUESDAY EVENING COMMODORE’S  

CUP RACING 
 
Our Tuesday evening races continue to grow. 
We’ve had as many as 10 sails out in one evening. 
The total fleet racing on Tuesdays could be as many 
as 14 boats. Certainly we should see 14 club boats 
out for the Hiram Douglas Regatta.  Around this 
time last year we often cancelled races because of 
high winds. The last few races have been nearly the 
opposite with the wind dwindling to nothing causing 
drift finishes. The Tuesday evening races will contin-
ue into September. With shorter days and the Fall 
Equinox we will have shorter courses to allow finish-
es before dark. For the races on September 23rd 
and 30th and centerboard race fleet skippers should 
contact me with their preferences. 
 

September racing schedule: 
 
September 16th, 23rd, & 30th:  6:00 PM  
Commodore’s cup races 
                         Phil Moershel 
                         TSC Fleet Captain 

Mainsheet Classified: 

 

1988 Catalina 30 

Wing keel, standard rig 

Slipped at Little River Marina, Lake Thunderbird 

Contact Marilyn Friend, 405-321-5170,                

m-friend@cox.net 
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            13th Annual CAST FOR KIDS 

 Saturday September 20, 2014 

 The Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation and TSC in partnership with the Oklahoma Depart-

ment of Tourism and Recreation and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation will host the 13th Annual CAST 

for Kids Fishing Derby for children with disabilities at the Thunderbird Boathouse on Saturday, Sep-

tember 20, 2014.   

 As always, we are in need of additional fishermen to take the kids fishing that morning.  If you have a 

fishing boat or pontoon boat or know someone with one, please contact Susie Snider, Manager of Lake 

Thunderbird at 364-7634 to sign up.   

 Volunteers will start arriving at 7am to set up registration and get the breakfast items ready for every-

one.  Fishermen will begin arriving about that time to register.  The children will start arriving around 

8am and they will be registered and given a new fishing rod, tackle box, tackle, bait, shirt and hat.  

Around 9am the children will be partnered with their fishing guide and will head out on the lake for a 

morning fishing trip.  While the children are gone fishing, Chef Roger and his helpers will start prepar-

ing lunch for everyone to be ready around 11:30.  Each volunteer will get a shirt/hat until the supply is 

exhausted.  Nearly 30 local businesses donate to and/or volunteer for the CAST event each year.  We are 

especially pleased by the $1,000 donation by the Edmond Elks Lodge and the Elks National Foundation. 

 When the children come back from their fishing trip lunch will be ready and will be served by our vol-

unteers.  They will have lunch under the large tent that will be set up just north of the Boathouse on the 

parking lot.  Keli Clark, spokesperson for the Department of Tourism and Recreation, will be our MC 

again this year.  She will introduce each child and their fishing guide and present them with a beautiful 

plaque with their photo on it and they will select a prize from the prize tables. 

 After lunch there will be a photo op in front of the Boathouse and everything will be cleaned up and 

put away by 2PM.  We hope some of our TSC and LTEF friends will come out to lend a hand. Hope to 

see you there! 

 CAST for Kids Committee:  Ashley Dixson, USBOR, Jeff Tompkins, USBOR, Susie Snider, Thunder-

bird State Park Manager and Les Cummings, Executive Director LTEF. 

 

CAST FOR KIDS 2013 
Art Pasley, Tom  Iseman, Mark Trevino and  Les 
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Paul’s Project 
 

I am building a Penobscot 14, designed by Arch Davis. It will be a sailing and rowing dinghy, with 
traditional lines, Douglas Fir and pine framing and a marine plywood lapstrake hull. In 1997 Wooden 
Boat magazine published a series about building this boat;  I have been day-dreaming over them 
ever since. After receiving the plans as a Christmas present, I began gathering materials and tools in 
January.   
    Finding high quality marine plywood 
is next to impossible around here. Ra-
ther than make a trip to Houston, I or-
dered from Noah's Marine in upstate 
New York. The first order was dropped 
and cracked through by UPS, and not 
up to advertised specs, so Noah's sent 
out a second order.  Phil Moershel add-
ed a couple of sheets to the order, and 
we may see a new Six-Hour Canoe on 
the lake soon. I am afraid mine may be 
a six hundred hour boat. Finding clear-
grained DF was also a challenge in 
these parts. Greg Stevens was a big 
help, going thorough several stacks of 
wood with me at New Long Bell lumber 
in Edmond.  This hull calls for narrow 
stringers to which the planks will be at-
tached. Sawing straight 3/4" x 3/4" 
sticks in 15' lengths, without knots, re-
duced half the 2x4s to waste.   

    A few new tools were needed 
too.  I spent way too much time on 
E-bay and bought a shoulder plane 
and jointer plane.  Learning to 
sharpen and use a plane has been 
some fun.  I found a rusty old Dis-
ston saw and cleaned and sharp-
ened it; despite the resultant snag-
gle-tooth look it cuts amazingly 
well. Kerry Knowles has loaned me 
a beautiful old Delta bandsaw. 
     I have followed the plans, start-
ing with the stem, transom frame, 
fore and aft bulkheads, and the sta-
tion frames, which provide the 
shape on which the boat is built. All 
of these pieces were mounted on a 
carefully plumbed and leveled jig, 
which is essentially a large wooden 
box. The boat is built upside down 
on the jig, until the hull is planked, 
at which point you turn it over.  
 

   
(Continued Next Page) 
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At this point I have finished attaching the 10 longitudinal stringers and sheer clamps. The sheer 

clamps are the pieces that define the shape of the gunwale and hence the overall look of the boat. 

The main concern now is to make everything fair, so that all the lines flow smoothly. The next step 

will be to take all the stringers back off, round-over and sand them on the inside, then reattach 

them, this time with epoxy. After that I will laminate the outer stem in place (the stem is the front 

lower corner of the bow), begin beveling the stringers, keel and bulkheads, then finally start plank-

ing. 

  If the construction turns out well enough I will epoxy and clear coat the interior, and if not, paint 

will cover a multitude of sins.  

    The boat will have two sets of oar locks. I've chosen the daggerboard  instead of the center-

board option due to simplicity and the slightly more room it allows in the boat. Three sail options 

include a gunter rig, lugsail and sprit rig. While the gunter rig with it's greater sail area and stays 

would be a better sailor, I may go for the easily raised and free standing lugsail. It will also stow in 

the boat. Oh yes, I have yet to build the oars, boards, seats and spars ... 

 

                                                 Don't ask for a launch date :)   

                                                   Paul Reynolds 

Paul’s Project (continued) 
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We are back: 

  While it is always good to get away for the summer, in a way it feels better to get home and 
back into the routine of daily life.  Part of that routine is the catching up on my duties as your 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary.  Thanks again to Jim Eller for handling the check writing 
and other related business. 

  It was an interesting summer on the boat; we have now checked-off other goals on our bucket 
list: the Erie Canal, the Hudson River. and New York City.  Having dutifully transported us to so 
many historic and famous places, Incipient now rests comfortably in our back yard awaiting our 
next adventure.   

Postponing the Planned Arkansas River Trip: 

We had planned a several boat regatta trip to the Arkansas River this 
month.  However, due to some family and trip-related issues, we have 
opted to postpone this adventure to a similar time frame next year 
(around mid-September) It will be a one week trip.  If you are interested 
in trailing your boat on this trip, or if you would like to crew, please get in 
touch with me and I will load you up with all kinds of interesting infor-
mation. 

TSC Membership Di-
rectory – Electronic pdf version 

The new TSC Membership Directory has been 
published and has been made available to all 
members.  We also are offering an electronic ver-
sion in a pdf, suitable for keeping on your phone 
or other portable device.   This version is availa-
ble to anyone who sends me a request by e-mail 
to: incipient@msn.com. 

Thanks and I will See You on the Water, 

                              David 

Membership Information 

If any of your membership information has 

changed, please contact:   

David Craigie 
9100 Pine Creek Dr. 
Midwest City OK 73130 
(405) 613-7774 

Incipient@MSN.com 

Sea Scout Ship 5790 

 
 
 
 

 
The wind was light but Eric and Rafael sailed the Sunfish while I followed 
along in the safety boat. It was a good day and even though it was 90 
degrees the breeze kept us cool.                                                            - Skipper Rick 

mailto:Incipient@MSN.com
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Happy Birthday! 

...to the following TSC mem-
bers!  If you would like to help 
your friend celebrate their birth-
day, find their contact info in 
your TSC Membership Directo-
ry, which itself lists TSC mem-
bers’ birthday dates. 

If your birthday is not included, 
it is probably because you did 
not share that information with 
your Treasurer/Membership 
Secretary.  If you want to share 
your special day, please con-
tact me at:  Incipient@msn.com 
or phone:  405-613-7774.  

            Thanks,      
            David 

September 
1   Marilyn Friend 
4   Teresa Galoob 

5   Naree Devenitch 
9   Xias Qi 
13  Mary Anne Secrist 
14  Jill LeVan 
16  Kevin Yort 
17  Kerry Knowles 

23  Angela Kasbohm 

30 Ray Psikal 
 
 
 

October 
5   Jim Eller 
8   Mike Klatt 

12  Frank Lawler 
13  Jeannie Himes 
15  Ryan Doezema 
19  Joyce Craigie 
19 Matthew Collier 
23  Warren Fitzpatrick 

23 Jill Simmons 

28  Barbara Schindler 
29  Pat Cox 

Current as of September 7th, 2014  

(Cancelled!) McClellan-Kerr Navigation 
Channel Cruise 

Sep 16: Commodore’s Cup Race 

Sep 20: CAST 

Sep 20: Club Meeting - River & Canal 
Cruising by David Craigie 

Sep 23: Commodore’s Cup Race 

Sep 30: Commodore’s Cup Race 

Oct 5: Layton Regatta (This date is re-
cently changed!) 

Oct 18: Club Meeting  

November 2: Hiram Douglas Regatta 
(Daylight Savings Time Begins)  

November 15: Club Meeting  

December 13 – Club Meeting (Second 
Saturday)  

TSC Long-Range Schedule (Subject to change)  Please send all official 

schedule changes to TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch at (405) 895-7278 or                    

sentrymike@yahoo.com & thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com

