Mainsheet
Near-term TSC Calendar:
-November 2: Hiram Douglas Regatta & Chili Cookoff
-November 8: Sea Scout
Open House, noon to 3
p.m.
- November 9: TSC Strategic Planning Mtg, 1pm
-November 15: Club Meeting & Potluck
-December 13: Club Meeting & Holiday Party
(Second Saturday)
-January 1st: New Year’s
Day Sail (Weather Permitting) & Meal.
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An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation
Affiliated with United States Sailing &
Central States Sailing Association

P.O. Box 1652
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Commodore’s Column: Why I Sail

I feel so alive when I sail. I used
to fly sailplanes and sometimes regular propeller planes. Every time I
See the final page for the flew I came back from the flight feellong-term schedule.
ing tired. I have been sailing for
yeas having raced in the San Francisco Bay and also some in the
open ocean. Every time I came
back from a sailing adventure
whether just cruising or a full on
race, I felt energized, at peace, and
more alive. I continue to feel that elation, whether racing or
cruising. I love our sport.
2014 Officers Roll for the
Now, I love being a boat owner rather than just crew. I am
Thunderbird Sailing Club
continually learning how to fix things. I am often wondering
Commodore: Jim Eller
when and where to go on the next cruise, how often to race
405405-924924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
and when I will be taking which friend or friends along on a
Commodore Elect: Jerry Lojka
sail. And my enjoyment of sailing has been greatly en405405-620620-4498
hanced by being a member of the Thunderbird Sailing Club.
jerrylojka@gmail.com
We are always helping each other with boat projects, Club
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles
405405-833833-7044
projects and events and charity activities. It is fun to sail and
Rear Commodore: Lorrie Sylvester
all the more so when you are a part of a special sailing
405405-250250-6956
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu
community. I know I feel this way and hope that this is the
case with most (if not all) of our members.
Fleet Captain: Phil Moershel
405405-208208-1532
If you know someone who is interested in sailing, invite
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
them to visit or to join our club. We have a neat thing going.
Secretary: Mike Devenitch
405405-895895-7278
Why not share it with others?
sentrymike@yahoo.com
Jim Eller,
Treasurer: David Craigie
405405-613613-7774
Commodore
Incipient@msn.com
Mainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com

Fleet Captain’s Corner
THUNDER SAILORS
The last race of the year is upon us. Do we have what it takes to keep
the trophy at home this time? The Hiram Douglas trophy goes home
with the winner of the largest fleet. In the last few years, that has been
the non-spinnaker fleet and the trophy has gone to Oklahoma City more
often than not. We’ve had a great year with Tuesday evening races with
as many as eleven boats. We should be well-practiced on our starts and
tuned up with a home-lake advantage. We shall see.
Please come out to race, enter a chili, or for the great TSC fellowship on
November 2nd.
Phil Moershal
Fleet Captain

James Anderson practicing for the Hiram Douglas Regatta
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Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta
A one day Regatta, Sunday, November 2, 2014
A distance race, 10 - 18 miles
Lake Thunderbird Boathouse, Norman, Oklahoma
CLASSES: All boats 18 feet length on deck or greater are welcome. Other boats may be allowed at the discretion of the Regatta Chair; please inquire. Boats shall register in either Spinnaker or Non-spinnaker handicap fleets with handicapping being the current US Sailing Portsmouth Yardstick with wind correction factors.
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2013-2016 Racing Rules of Sailing, and
CSSA Sailing Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix.
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st - 3rd in each fleet. The traveling Trophy will be presented to the
Skipper and Crew of the boat with the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet.
FACILITIES: Ramp at Sailboat Point for centerboard and daggerboard boats and some fixed keelboats.
Ramps for fixed keelboats ½ mile west or 1 mile north of marina. Courtesy dock is at the Boathouse.

SCHEDULE:
08:30: Registration, coffee, donuts

10:30: Registration ends
10:45: Competitors' Meeting
11:20: Harbor Gun
11:50: Warning Signal 1st start for Distance Race
16:40: Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building
17:00: Trophy presentation
DIRECTIONS: From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road south to
Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake.
Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
From the South: I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th Ave. to
Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake.
Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
INFORMATION: Phil Moershel, Regatta Chair (405) 208-1532 or email phil@moershel.com
COST:
$17.00 for Skipper and Boat
$ -2.00 for US SAILING Member (+ $10.00 if not yet member of CSSA)
$ 5.00 for each crew member
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off)
STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration onboard.
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Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta

Chili Cook Off,
Sunday, November 2, 2014
Lake Thunderbird Boathouse, Norman, Oklahoma
CLASSES: All chili (with or without beans) are welcome. Cooks shall register in either Bean or Non-Bean
handicap pots with handicapping using the current TSC Sailing Hotsmouth Yardstick heat correction factors.
RULES: The cook-off will be governed by the Fleet Captain and whatever judges volunteer to taste the best
chili the club has to offer.
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to the best chilies.
FACILITIES: Chili should be hot and ready for judging by 1600.

SCHEDULE:
08:30: Registration, coffee, donuts

10:30: Registration ends
16:00: Chili Judging
16:40: Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages, & warm
building
17:00: Trophy presentation
DIRECTIONS: The best chili cooks already know the way!
INFORMATION: Phil Moershel, Regatta Chair (405) 208-1532 or email phil@moershel.com
COST:
$1.00 for cook and chili
$ -1.00 for TSC Member.
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off)
STATE LAW requires that all chilies have a copy of their registration aboard.
Please let me know if you will be bringing chili. Cornbread, cheese, salad and brownies are also appreciated.

Phil Moershall,
Fleet Captain
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Boathouse Purpose
Both the Thunderbird Sailing Club and the Boathouse are two different, yet complementary
entities. Their relationship is similar to a marriage of two different spirits. Whereas TSC organizes
educational, social, and race activities, the Boathouse maintains and provides the nuts and bolts of
keeping our organization running. The Boathouse committee is responsible for the physical plant
which includes the building, the boat yard, and the boats. All bills dealing with insurance and maintenance come to us for payment. We pay our expenses by offering sailing lessons
to kids and adults. The people who volunteer their time to make the lessons possible keep the Boathouse alive. Both organizations - TSC and the Boathouse create the opportunity for all of us to have great sailing experiences at Lake Thunderbird. Since I used marriage as an analogy, I’ll let the reader put their own spin
on it...
Barbara Schindler
Boathouse Chair

Work Day at the Boathouse October 25th
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Carolina Skiff Upgraded!

First let me provide a little background on the Carolina Skiff and the Mercury 4-stroke outboard. A
couple of years after construction of the Boathouse we realized we needed a better safety boat. I
submitted a grant proposal to the Mercury Marine production plant in Stillwater, OK (which closed
soon after due to a union dispute) and was notified that they were going to donate a new 15hp Mercury outboard motor as well as remote control steering, throttle control and starting. After shopping
around for an appropriate boat for this engine, we purchased a new J1450 Carolina Skiff and trailer
from a boat company in Texas. Local boating company Nichols Marine installed the engine and remote systems on the skiff.
Soon after launching it we realized the boat wasn’t balanced well longitudinally because the seat and middle
console were located so far aft to allow the operator to
steer from the aft deck. Only by shifting all the weight
forward were we able to get the skiff to plane at all and
even then it porpoised very badly (the bow kept going up
and down unstably). Finally, this year we got serious
about solving the problem and Kerry Knowles suggested looking into purchasing a set of Trim-Tabs.
I ordered and installed a pair of Nauticus self-adjusting trim-tabs from Defender Industries in New
York. On October 27th, Phil Moershel and I launched the Carolina Skiff for a proper shakedown.
Success! The trim-tabs did exactly what the advertisements, reviews, and Kerry said they would. When we applied power to the engine the skiff simply rose nose-up very
little but then settled down and planed very easily even below full throttle. There was no porpoising whatsoever! So,
we believe we have resolved the issue and now the Carolina
Skiff will ride much more stably, run faster and more fuelefficiently (due to less drag). We ask that future operators
take care when trailering and docking the skiff so that they do not damage the trim-tabs. Included
above are a few photos of me trying out the well-trimmed skiff for the first time.
Les Cummings
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20th Annual Jerry Layton Regatta Results
Sunday, October 5th was a picture perfect morning at the lake good for everything except a sailing
regatta. Very light air after several days of 20-30 knot winds that had the regatta chair calling for jibs
in place of genoas. That request was rescinded at the skippers meeting and fortunately all the boats
had their genoa aboard as well. All the boats showed up on time! We express our special appreciation to Keith Campbell and his son Eric for bringing over the ‘SOONER FI’ to fill out the five-boat
fleet.
We had great help in the safety boats with Rick Shaw and Kerry Knowles in the Carolina Skiff and
Orville Fisher and friends William Vater and Courtney Wilde In the Sprint. Aboard the committee
boat we had Jerry Layton’s daughter and long time member of the TSC, Sandra Messer, as well as
Fredrica Cottrell, Helene Miller and Les Cummings, Principal Race Officer.
Because of the light air we started only two races, the second race with finished in place. Results
are as follows:
SKIPPERS: 1st Place, Jim Eller (2.75pts), 2nd Place, Dave Craigie (4.75pts), 3rd Place, Warren
Fitzpatrick (6 pts), 4th Place, Ted Streuli (8pts) and 5th place, James Anderson (9) points
Boats: 1st Place, GUSTO (2.75pts), 2nd Place, 2ND CHANCE (4.75pts), 3rd Place, SHAMROCK
(6pts), 4th Place, NO NAME CAT 22 (7pts) and 5th Place, SOONER FI (10pts).
Congrats to all the Skippers and crews and to Alan and Tyler Webb and Phi Moershel who were
crew on the first place boat “GUSTO.”
Thanks to all the participants and volunteers we raised over $400 for the committee boat “Jerry L”!

Race Committee, from left: Official scorer,
Fredrica Cottrell; PRO, Les Cummings; Line
Judge, Sandra Messer; and observer, Helene
Miller. Great job under difficult circumstances.

2013 Winner Kerry Knowles (on left), presents
the Frank Butler trophy to the 2014 winner and
our Commodore Jim Eller. Congrats and happy
birthday Jim!

We wish to give a special thank you to those who helped with registration, food prep, serving
and bringing addition food items for a delicious post-regatta banquet. Ed Shoemaker, Joyce
Craigie, Lorrie Sylvester, Kathy Anderson and Camisa Stewart (delicious potato salad and
brownies). THANK YOU ALL!
Les Cummings
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Photos from the Layton Regatta

mainsail or parasol?

Don’t blink or
we might miss
the turn!
Yay, I’m the fastest today!
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November TSC Meeting/Potluck – November 15th
Happy Thanksgiving! We all at TSC give thanks for each other, our board, our members, the LTEF, this beautiful park,
our families, and our friends.
Program: Justin Green, American Red Cross (start by 6:45 or 7:00pm)
Food (eat by 6:30): Get a started on your Thanksgiving cooking – share some yummy goodies
with TSC! See the alphabetic guide below (it’s only a guide). The club will provide beverages
(hot and cold).
a-g: appetizers/fruit
h-m: desserts/breads
n-s: meats/main dish
t-z:

veggies (hot and cold)

December 13th: TSC Meeting & Holiday Party – the club will provide meat/salmon, drinks, etc. Look for the
meeting and potluck invite! Program: awards, new officers, and some other holiday fun.

2015 Programs (tentative)
January 1st: New Year’s Day Sail (Weather Permitting) – Black Eyed Peas and other sides/breads – Time TBD
January 17th: Boat repairs, etc. & ideas from Sail OK at Lake Eufaula (Greg Stephens & Paul Reynolds)
February 14th: 21st Annual Mardi Gras Parade, 7:00-8:30, Downtown Norman
February 21st: TSC meeting/pot luck—Program: Chesapeake Boathouse (OKC) – Speaker TBD
March 21: TSC meeting/pot luck—Program: Norman Utilities (Ken Kamiski)
April 18: TSC meeting/pot luck—Program: Maritime Museums (Kerry Knowles and friends)

Engagement Announcement
This past Tuesday evening on the exotic western shore of Hog
Creek campground, I asked Kristen MacGorman to marry me… I
must have asked very politely because she said yes! We’re looking
to schedule the wedding for late next summer. We want the ceremony to be simple, but with good music.
Between the choice of getting the exact ring size and making it a
surprise, I chose (and achieved) the latter, but we had to send it
back to Canada to get it resized
and re-engraved. I took the photo
(on left) before we mailed it back.
Faith, Hope, and Love… good stuff for
any occasion!

Matt Maupin
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Treasurer and Membership Secretary
Summer 2015 plans for Incipient:
If you are interested in the summer 2015 plans for Incipient, please read the
separate article in this issue. It could be of interest to you if you are attracted to
a free charter. More to come…
Membership renewals for the coming year:
It is that time of year when we again ask you to show your support for TSC in a financial way.
It would be nice if we had a sugar daddy who would endow us with unlimited funds. But failing that,
we go to you annually to ask for your continued financial support. The $$ amount for our dues is still
the same as it has been for years. I hope that we can keep it that way. Like you, I too pay the same
dues and I hate to see any price increase. That being said, I think for an organization the caliber of
TSC and for the service that we provide to our members and the community, we are very affordable.
So when you receive your renewal notice, please respond both promptly and generously. As a volunteer and uncompensated TSC officer, I would be very grateful.

2015 TSC Membership Directory; A small change is coming:
Cell Phones are changing the way we communicate. I can still remember saying I would never own
one, and I will never text... Ahhh, famous last words.
For years we have listed members’ work numbers in the directory. In today’s world however, no one
wants to be called at work and would likely rather have contact by cell phone. Perhaps a text message would do. Many families have two cell phones. So to keep the same template in our database
and in our membership directory, I have eliminated the work number and added another cell phone
number. This is how it will look in the next directory:
Home:
Cell 1
Cell 2
The first cell number is for the listed member and the second for their spouse or significant other.
Please note these changes on the next renewal notice and help me keep the directory accurate and
current.
Financially we are ok, but we do have a big expense coming up: our share of the Boathouse
maintenance fee and our share of the insurance. These two items will consume about $3,500 of our
annual budget.
Thanks and I will see you on the water,
David Craigie

Membership Information
If any of your membership information has
changed, please contact:
David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City OK 73130
(405) 613-7774

Incipient@MSN.com

Incipient at anchor
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FREE CHARTERS IN 2015
For almost twenty years we have been trailering our Hunter 26 Incipient north to the pristine waters
of the North Channel. Located in Ontario, Canada in the upper reaches of Lake Huron, it is considered
by many to be North America’s finest fresh-water sailing.
Accompanying me on these northern jaunts was my First Rate First Mate Joyce. But all good things
must come to an end and we have decided that it is time for a change. She will plan her summer
around grandchildren and visits to landlubber destinations. I will continue heading north for the summer. We will see how it goes this first year and make plans accordingly for the future.
My summer plans for Incipient will start by spending two + weeks on Kentucky Lake. I will be on the
water from approximately Memorial Day Weekend, May 23rd through June 10th. Kentucky Lake is a
grand place to sail and the nearby area offers good gunkholing. Most importantly, it is a warm place to
spend some time while the northern waters warm up.
By June 15th I will be in Little Current Ontario in the waters of the North Channel. I will remain in
these waters until approximately mid August.
As of this date (November 1st, 2014) I have plans for crew visits during two time periods; June 15th
through June 29th, and July 18th through August 1st. If you would like to know more about an opportunity to sail on Incipient, contact me ASAP.
Crew requirements: be a single male, two males, two females or a coed couple in reasonably fit
physical condition. Have a reasonable knowledge and passion for sailing; a graduate of any TSC sailing
class would qualify for that. Know that this is a sailing adventure and that we would be anchoring out.
Know too that while the weather is normally settled, there are occasional storms and we would most
likely be anchored during these times. You do not have to be a seasoned sailor with an enormous sailing resume. You do need to know how to navigate, although this would enhance your adventure.
There is no charge for sailing on Incipient, other then sharing provision costs. The cost for a charter
in these waters can easily exceed a few thousand a week. So this is a bargain that you might want to
explore.
The major hurdle in getting to either Kentucky Lake or the North Channel is its isolation. It is 700+
miles to Kentucky Lake and 1500 miles to the North Channel and is best done in your car. Air service is
available but tricky and expensive. A current passport is required to go to the North Channel (because
it is in Canada).
If you are interested or have questions, please call: (405) 613-7774 or email me: Incipient@msn.com
David Craigie
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Sea Scout Open House
At the Lake Thunderbird Boathouse
Saturday, November 8, Noon to 3pm
Come out for a free hot dog and boat ride (weather permitting).

We are a teenaged, co-educational branch of the Boy Scouts of America. Our activities focus on sailing, team building, first aid, community service and adventure.
Check out our Facebook page “SeaScout Ship 5790” or for more info call Skipper
Rick at (405) 306-8597
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Happy Birthday!
...to the following TSC members! If you would like to help
your friend celebrate their birthday, find their contact info in
your TSC Membership Directory, which itself lists TSC members’ birthday dates.
If your birthday is not included,
it is probably because you did
not share that information with
your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share
your special day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com
or phone: (405) 613-7774.

3
15
11
24
25

November
Pam Landry
John Potts
Patsy Crittenden
Paul Carter
Sandra Messer

1
3
3
3
3
4
11
12
12
17
17
28

December
Karen Cockerham
Holly Nelson
Altus Boren
Cathy Dame
Loraine Frank
Wendell Crittenden
Judy Peterson
Phil Trotter
Matthew Maupin
Orville Fisher
Sheryl Tiffany
Shane Mumford

Thanks,
David

TSC Long-Range Schedule (Subject to change) Please send all official
schedule changes to TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch at (405) 895-7278 or
sentrymike@yahoo.com & thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com
Current as of Nov 1st, 2014

April 18: TSC Mtg & Potluck

November 2: Hiram Douglas Regatta & Chili
Cookoff (Daylight Savings Time Begins)
November 8: Sea Scout Open House, noon to
3 p.m.
November 9: TSC Strategic Plan Mtg, 1 pm
November 15: TSC Mtg & Potluck, 6 pm
December 13: Club Meeting and Holiday Party
(Second Saturday)
January 1: New Year’s Day Sail (Weather Permitting) & Meal
January 17: Boathouse Mtg, 4 pm; TSC Officer Mtg, 5 pm; TSC Mtg & Potluck, 6 pm
February 14: 21st Annual Mardi Gras Parade
Downtown Norman, 7 to 8:30 pm
February 21: TSC Mtg & Potluck
March 21: TSC Mtg & Potluck
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