Mainsheet
Near-term TSC Calendar:
- December 13: Club Meeting & Holiday Party, 6 pm
(Second Saturday)
- January 1st: New Year’s
Day Sail (Weather Permitting) & Meal.
- January 17: Club Meeting
& Potluck, 6 pm
- February 14: 21st Annual
Mardi Gras Parade Downtown Norman, 7 to 8:30 pm
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An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation
Affiliated with United States Sailing &
Central States Sailing Association

P.O. Box 1652
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Commodore’s Column:
Thanks for the Opportunity to Serve
See the final page for the Thunderbird Sailors, friends, and family,
I have loved being Commodore for these past two years.
long-term schedule.
As of our December meeting, I will become the “Past Commodore.” I am not going somewhere or reducing my participation. I will continue to sail, attend events, race, raft up,
and plan ahead with the club’s best interests in mind. As a
matter of record, the expectation of all of our members is
that we act with the best interests of the club and the sailing
community in mind.
I have loved being involved in the leadership of our club.
During the past two years we have (with significant help
from the LTEF) replaced our pontoon boat and added a
2014 Officers Roll for the shed for its protection. We have had two great years racing,
Thunderbird Sailingclub
thanks to Phil Moershel. We have hosted Family Fun Days,
Commodore: Jim Eller
thanks to Alva Brockus. We have revised the bylaws, creat405405-924924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
ed a new strategic planning process, and generated a new
Commodore Elect: Jerry Lojka
club t-shirt. We have added new members and had lots of
405405-620620-4498
fun together. I am glad to have helped.
jerrylojka@gmail.com
I hope during the next year we continue our work toward
Vice Commodore: Kerry Knowles
405405-833833-7044
adding an OU Sailing group to our
Rear Commodore: Lorrie Sylvester
club and that we add a Growth and
405405-250250-6956
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu
Outreach Task force. We are also
hoping to add a new charity fund
Fleet Captain: Phil Moershel
405405-208208-1532
raising regatta to support blood canpmoershel@sbcglobal.net
cer research. We have lots of sailing
Secretary: Mike Devenitch
405405-895895-7278
to look forward to doing together and
sentrymike@yahoo.com
adventures to have. Have a great
Treasurer: David Craigie
Holiday Season and a Happy New
405405-613613-7774
Incipient@msn.com
Year!
Mainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin
Jim Eller,
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com
Commodore

Fleet Captain’s Corner
Racing gnus December 2014
INCIPIENT BRINGS THE TRAVELLING
TROPHY HOME!
Congratulations to David Craigie and Incipient for the fastest corrected time of the cruising fleet in the Hiram
Douglass memorial regatta. The travelling trophy goes to
the winner of the largest fleet in the regatta. Congratulations also to Nick
Fairless with Windycrest for victory over the spinnaker/multihull fleet.
This year’s regatta was another high wind event with gusts recorded at the
Shawnee Mesonet station over 30 mph and the Norman station gusting to
29 mph. The start line was set just ESE of the BoatHouse with a weather/
starboard-turn buoy due south about ¾ mile and then a port-turn buoy out
at the west end of the lake approximately 3 miles. Returning, the fleet was
required to do a port turn at the weather buoy and head north for the 4 mile
run to the leeward buoy and then the finish line.
This race and wind conditions clearly favored the multihulls that flew
through the course and finished before several monohull boats rounded the western mark. With the
heavy south winds the keelboats
had a rough day under reefed sails.
The safety boat crews are still recovering from the beatings they took
from the heavy waves.
Thanks go to our Pro Gary Sanders
from Oklahoma City Boatclub and
the crew of the committee boat and
to the safety/mark boats for their endurance. Special thanks to Dave
and Rita who brought their Wellcraft
Incipient crossing the finish line
which was used in the daring rescue
in raging surf of the San Juan 21.
(Continued next page)
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Fleet Captain’s Corner (continued from previous page)

SPINNAKER/MULTIHULL FLEET:
NACRA INTER 20 - Nick Fairless Windycrest
Nacra F18 Andy Davison - OCBC
Corsair F-28 Bill Etchieson
San Juan 21 Paul Reynolds - TSC
J/24 James Anderson - TSC
Mirage 236 Phil Moershel - TSC
CRUISING FLEET:
Hunter 26 David Craigie - TSC (OVERALL REGATTA WINNER!!)
Cat 27

Barrett Williamson - TSC

Merit 22 Keith Campbell - TSC
Cat 22

Jim Eller - TSC

Rawson 30 Orville Fisher - TSC
San Juan 21 Dan Camp - OCBC

(Continued next page)
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Fleet Captain’s Corner (continued from previous page)
MARYANNE WINS THE BEST CHILI TROPHY

The banquet after the race was
great! Special thanks go to the
shore crew who had everything
set up for the intrepid wind warriors to come in for warm fellowship, hot chili, and all the fixings.
Thanks go to the judges for tasting the 14 different pots of chili
and their impeccable taste.

MaryAnne gets a bowl for her chili

I’d like to give my thanks to everyone who
pitched in to make the day a success. TSC
was clearly up to muster to support our day
of racing. Thanks to everyone who turned
out to help. I hesitate to list anyone because
I will likely miss at least one of you.
COMMODORE’S CUPS TO BE AWARDED AT
THE DECEMBER BANQUET

We have had a great year of racing with 16
races on Tuesday nights and two Sunday afternoon centerboard races. Who won the
Commodore’s Cup? Come to the banquet
December 13th when the winner of the Commodore’s Cup will be revealed (and reviled).
Phil Moershel,
Fleet Captain
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December TSC Meeting/Potluck/Holiday Party – December 13th
Happy Holidays! Share some fun, music, friendship, and food with TSC at this
annual holiday event.
Program: There will be music, carol singing, wonderful decorations, awards,
officer induction (incarceration), and a few fun contests. This is always one of
our best events of the year.
Food (Fun starts at 6, Potluck starts at 6:30): We will have turkey, salmon and
ham provided by the board. The club will provide beverages (hot and cold).
Please, bring your best sides to share. – Alphabeticallyoriented folks, see below:
a-g: veggies (hot and cold)
h-m: appetizers/fruit
n-s: desserts/breads
t-z: main dish
January 1, 2015 – New Year’s Day Sail (weather permitting)
Bring your Black Eyed Peas!
January 17, 2015: First TSC Meeting of 2015!
Program: Justin Green with the American Red Cross

Wishing you all Peace, Joy, Health, & Happiness
this season and for the New Year!
Lorrie,
Rear Commodore
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ANNUAL LTEF FUNDRAISER
It’s been quite a busy and successful year for the Thunderbird Sailing Club as well as another terrific Greater Oklahoma Disabled Sports Association (GODSA) Waterfest and the 13th annual CAST
FOR KIDS fishing derby for children with disabilities. The club has once again hosted weekly sailing
regattas, the 20th Jerry Layton Match Race Regatta, and the 31st annual Hiram Douglas Memorial
Regatta.
In March of 2014, Phil Moershel headed up the purchase and construction of the large boat storage building that protects our recently purchased committee boat, the “Jerry L” and the Sprint Safety
Boat. This building project was successfully completed through donations from the TSC, TSC members, and a matching contribution from the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (LTEF).
The BoatHouse has been busy with the June and July weeklong kids sailing camps as well as the
small boat sailing and keelboat classes. Enrollment for these classes along with the TSC BoatHouse
usage fee pay the lion’s share of the BoatHouse expenses. Skipper Rick Shaw has kept the Sea
Scouts busy as well with their weekly programs at the BoatHouse and on the lake.
For the past two years, Jim Eller has served the TSC as Commodore and he and his fellow officers
have led the club back to prominence from the difficult days following the 2010 tornado disaster. The
monthly meetings, raft-ups, programs, workdays and events have kept the membership busy and
entertained at the lake. Congratulations to Jim and his entire officer corps.
As you know the 501c3 Non-profit Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation was formed to
raise funds not only to build the BoatHouse but to provide needed financial and leadership
support. Each year, as Executive Director, I ask each of the LTEF Board Members and the
TSC general membership to consider a year-end tax-deductible contribution to the LTEF.
This year I have a gift offer that will match up to $1,000 in contributions. Please help us raise
$2,000 for the LTEF this holiday season so we don’t leave any of the matching gift on the table.
Please make your check out to the LTEF and mail your tax-deductible donations to: LTEF,
PO Box 1756, Norman, OK 73070-1756. Please be sure to include your mailing address with
your donation so our LTEF Treasurer can send a thank-you and receipt back to you for your
tax records.
Finally, Camisa and I wish you and yours a wonderful Holiday
Season and a most prosperous and healthy 2015!
Very truly yours,

Lester R. Cummings, Executive Director
Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation
P.S. We hope to see you at the TSC Christmas and Awards Party at 6 pm, Saturday December
13th, 2014. More information is available on page 4 and at the TSC Website:

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org
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Sea Scout Ship 5790
We would like to say thank you to all of the TSC people who attended the Sea Scout Open
House. What a success; we picked up several new members in the ship. La Devinitch returned
to the ship and has brought a wealth of skills with her. Here she is teaching parts of the boat
to Eric and Elizabeth Blazek and J.B. Messer. We welcome any TSC members who would like to
participate in the ship and Skipper Rick has recruiter badges for anyone bringing in a new crew
member.
Skipper Rick
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Treasurer and Membership Secretary
Hiram Regatta 2014
I am still pumped from racing, and winning this year’s Hiram Douglas Memorial
Regatta on Nov 2nd. This was undoubtedly the most exciting race that Incipient
has ever participated in. Like all sporting events where a team effort is involved,
I had the pleasure of having a great crew: Frank Lawler is a regular that I have
raced with many times and Paul Carter was a welcome new addition. A recent
graduate of Skipper Rick’s Keel Boat Class, Paul was concerned that he might
not have the skills to participate, but oh how wrong he was! With winds in excess of 25 kts and gusting higher, we all excelled and stayed the course. I know I had a sailing high and I think I can say
that of my crew.
A huge Thank You to Phil Moershel and everyone else who participated in and facilitated the
event. And a special Thank You to Les Cummings for his great photography which gave me some
everlasting memories and a new profile picture for my facebook page. Check it out. Even better,
friend me: David Craigie; Incipient@msn.com
Renewing your TSC membership for the coming year
Renewals have been sent out. Please let me know if you did not receive yours. Kindly respond as
soon as possible so that I can compile the necessary information for our 2015 TSC Membership Directory. The $$ amount for our dues is still the same; the same it has been for years. I hope that we
can keep it that way in the future.
Membership Information
Thanks for all your support!
If any of your membership information
See you on the water and at the Christmas Party!
has changed, please contact:
David

David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City OK 73130
(405) 613-7774
Incipient@MSN.com

Incipient at anchor
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Happy Birthday!
...to the following TSC members! If you would like to help
your friend celebrate their birthday, find their contact info in
your TSC Membership Directory, which itself lists TSC members’ birthday dates.
If your birthday is not included,
it is probably because you did
not share that information with
your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share
your special day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com
or phone: (405) 613-7774.

1
3
3
3
3
4
11
12
12
17
17
28

December
Karen Cockerham
Holly Nelson
Altus Boren
Cathy Dame
Loraine Frank
Wendell Crittenden
Judy Peterson
Phil Trotter
Matthew Maupin
Orville Fisher
Sheryl Tiffany
Shane Mumford

Thanks,
David

2
3
4
9
10
15
16
17
21
22
25
26
27
30
30
30

January
Karen Mellgren
Mary Doezema
Connie Divine
Rita Hendricks
David Craigie
Howard Haines
Liane Ozmun
Roger Elliott
Gary Claybrook
Beth Brown
Dorrie Trent
Reggie Frank
Amy Pudlo
Bobby Cockerham
Walter Hedrick
Wilma DeBerry

TSC Long-Range Schedule (Subject to change) Please send all official
schedule changes to TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch at (405) 895-7278 or
sentrymike@yahoo.com & thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com
Current as of Nov 30th, 2014
December 13: Club Mtg and Holiday Party, 6
pm (Second Saturday)
January 1: New Year’s Day Sail (Weather Permitting) & Meal
January 17: BoatHouse Mtg, 4 pm; TSC Officer Mtg, 5 pm; TSC Mtg & Potluck, 6 pm
February 14: 21st Annual Mardi Gras Parade
Downtown Norman, 7 to 8:30 pm
February 21: TSC Mtg & Potluck
Feb 14: Norman Mardi Gras Parade
Feb 21: TSC Mtg & Potluck
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