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Commodore’s Column:
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2015 Officers Roll for the
Thunderbird Sailing club
Commodore: Phil Moershel
405405-208208-1532
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Past Commodore: Jim Eller
405405-924924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
Vice Commodore: Ed Shoemaker
Rear Commodore: Lorrie Sylvester

405405-250250-6956
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu

CoCo-Fleet Captains: Keith Campbell
& James Anderson
Secretary: Mike Devenitch
405405-895895-7278
sentrymike@yahoo.com
Treasurer: David Craigie
405405-613613-7774
Incipient@msn.com

Happy New Year Thunder Sailors
We had a great party on New Year’s Day at the boat house
with black-eyed peas, wild rice, ham, chicken soup, and some
sweet treats. No sailing however. The balmy 33 degree heatwave was not enough to entice even the heartiest sailor into the
water.
Spring can’t come soon
enough. As soon as I get
a barrier coat and some
new go fast paint on the
bottom of the Dreadnought, I’ll be back on the
water. I have sanded and
sanded and sanded and
sanded and now I need
some warm dry days to
paint.
It looks like we have a good year shaping up; the Vice Commodore promises excellent programs. The Rear Commodore promises great provisions. The Fleet Co-Captains promise excellent
racing and are working on a new regatta. We have all the traditional activities to look forward to plus we have the best minds
scheming for some new fun. Overall, we will focus on getting
everyone out on the water.
This month’s board agenda will be to set a
budget for the upcoming year (PLEASE
PAY YOUR DUES ASAP) and to get the
calendar worked out. My calendar has already gelled to include a kids camp July 6 –
11 (I have at least 4 kids already signed up)
and a sail in the North Channel in August.

Mainsheet Editor: Matt Maupin
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com

Phil Moershel
Commodore

Sam and Sheryl Tiffany Awarded 2014 Uncle Donnie Award!
The annual Uncle Donnie award is in memory of Capt. Donnie Cummings, who along with
his wife Jo Anne hosted the TSC's memorable Chesapeake Bay cruise in 1995. Uncle
Donnie and Jo Anne were most hospitable to our membership during the trip to Tilghman
Island and during the day spent on his crabbing boat, “Megan's Tuition.” Donnie and JoAnne will be long appreciated.
The year 2000 saw the passing of Uncle Donnie, along with his wonderful sense of humor
and his desire to help his fellow man. We duly note, along with the TSC's annual Uncle
Donnie Award, in his eulogy. Several hundred people were in attendance at his funeral service, which spoke volumes about Donnie and his wife Jo Anne.
This year, the award goes to a TSC member who served the club as Commodore during
the most difficult period of its existence, the 2010 Tornado! Not only did he help keep the
club active during this time but he helped set the stage for the growing and vibrant organization it is today. Along with his wife they helped organize events at the BoatHouse and
took the extra time and energy to do a terrific job decorating for the events. In addition to
his service as Commodore he also served as BoatHouse treasurer and was instrumental in
setting up the checking account to make it easy to generate and mail checks online.
The previous Uncle Donnie awardees are: '95 Mark Wilson, '96 Frank Lawler, '97 Roger
Elliott, '98 Dave and Joyce Craigie, '99 Paul Reynolds, 2000 Cheri Elliott and Barbara Cummings, '01 Chad and Pat Cox, '02 Phil Moershel, ‘03 Howard Haines, ’04 Vesta Gettys, ‘05
Karen Mellgren and Kerry Knowles, ‘06 David and Rita Hendricks, ‘07 Jim and Bea Waller,
‘08 Ed and Doris Shoemaker, ’09 Jerry Lojka, ‘10 Marilyn Friend ‘11 Karen Thurston, 2012
Matt Maupin and 2013 Rick Shaw.
I am honored to present the Uncle Donnie award for
the year 2014 to two terrific volunteers. Please join
with me in congratulating Past Commodore Sam
Tiffany (in memoriam) and his lovely wife Sheryl.

Presented by Les Cummings, December 13,
2014 at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse.

Sheryl & Sam; New Year’s Day sail 2014
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Dear Thunderbird Sailing Club,
A word of thanks for all the thoughts,
prayers, encouragement and many
acts of kindness that you showed
Sam and I over the last few
years. Sam enjoyed being part of this
organization and I will always be
grateful for your support.
Many Thanks,
Sheryl Tiffany and Family

From left to right: Ross, Abbie, & Ella Gatewood; Sheryl
Tiffany, Jill Hunteman, & Les Cummings

Are You On facebook?
If you are on facebook, then “like” Thunderbird Sailing Club. If you “like” it, then when
a member posts on our facebook Page, you will get notified. There are times when
leaders post announcements on facebook that don’t go out in other formats. There
are almost always pictures posted after fun Thunderbird Sailing Club events. If you
put “Thunderbird Sailing Club” in the search on facebook, it will take you to our facebook page. There you can hit the “like” button. It will also give you the choice of
whether you want to receive notices about posts on our page. If you want TSC news,
say yes to notices.
Jim Eller
Past Commodore

Growth Task Force Forming
During November, about twenty of our club leaders met to talk about our future, the
BoatHouse and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation. We affirmed a lot of
what we are doing and have done. We decided not to change our mission statement
or most of our activities, but we did agree that we want to be better at reaching out to
potential new members, integrating new members, and initiating new activities that
will be fun and add momentum and visibility. The Growth Task Force will begin meeting in February. If you are interested in joining it, please contact Jim Eller, Task Force
Chair, at wjimeller@gmail.com.
Jim Eller
Past Commodore
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Treasurer and Membership Secretary
Greetings Thunder Sailors,
I was on a Winter Holiday over the Jan 1st get-together at the BoatHouse, thus missing one of the biggest days of the year. From what
I hear the weather was lousy, but the black eyed peas were a delight. More especially, I missed the chatting-up of sailors hoping for
a great year on the water. However, it is going to be hard to top the
wonderful year of sailing and racing we had last year.
If you have been sitting on the sidelines and have resolved to be more involved and
get in more sailing time this year, then come on out. If you don’t own a boat you are
sure to catch a ride on some other club member’s boat.

Renewing your TSC membership for the coming year
Renewals have been sent out. Please let me know if you did not receive yours. Kindly respond as soon as possible so that I can comMembership Information
pile the necessary information for our 2015 TSC
Membership Directory. The $$ amount for our
If any of your membership information
dues is still the same; the same it has been for
has changed, please contact:
years. I hope that we can keep it that way in the
David Craigie
future.
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City OK 73130
It is that time of year when we again ask you to
(405) 613-7774
show your support for TSC in a financial way.
It would be nice if we had a big fat sugar daddy
Incipient@MSN.com
that would endow us with unlimited amounts
of money. But, be that as it may, we go to you annually and ask for your continued support. The $$ amount for our dues is still the
same; the same it has been for years. I hope that we can keep it that way. Like you, I
too pay the same dues and I hate to see any price increases. That said, I think for an
organization the caliber of TSC, for the service that we provide to our members and
the community, we are very affordable.

US Sailing Renewals:
We are currently members of the US Sailing Member Partner Program. They offer a
20% discount on memberships. If you are interested, please get in touch with me and
I will send you the information you need.
Thanks for all your support!
See you on the water!
David
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Happy Birthday!
...to the following TSC members! If you would like to help
your friend celebrate their birthday, find their contact info in
your TSC Membership Directory, which itself lists TSC members’ birthday dates.
If your birthday is not included,
it is probably because you did
not share that information with
your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share
your special day, please contact me at: Incipient@msn.com
or phone: (405) 613-7774.
Thanks,
David

2
3
4
9
10
15
16
17
21
22
25
26
27
30
30
30

January
Karen Mellgren
Mary Doezema
Connie Divine
Rita Hendricks
David Craigie
Howard Haines
Liane Ozmun
Roger Elliott
Gary Claybrook
Beth Brown
Dorrie Trent
Reggie Frank
Amy Pudlo
Bobby Cockerham
Walter Hedrick
Wilma DeBerry

February
Deresa Claybrook
Virginia Fitzpatrick
John Miller
Gray Graham
Karen Rieger
Liz Hedrick
Brenda Shinn
Sue Kendrick
David Hendricks
Tracy Stevens

2
5
7
8
12
13
13
15
20
20
24 Kristen MacGorman

TSC Long-Range Schedule (Subject to change) Please send all official
schedule changes to TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch at (405) 895-7278 or
sentrymike@yahoo.com & thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com
Current as of Jan 7th, 2015
January 17: BoatHouse Committee Mtg, 4
pm; TSC Officer Mtg, 5 pm; TSC Mtg &
Potluck, 6 pm
February 14: 21st Annual Mardi Gras Parade Downtown Norman, 7 to 8:30 pm
February 21: TSC Mtg & Potluck
July 6 – 11: Children’s Sailing Camp

Rear Commodore Lorrie Sylvester creates fun out of thin air during the New Year’s Day non-sailing event.

August TBD: North Channel Sail
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