MAINSHEET
Near Term Schedule
Apr 7: Tuesday Racing
Begins
Apr TBD: Work Day
Apr 10: Keelboat Class
Apr 18: TSC Mtg & Potluck
Apr 24: Keelboat Class
Cont.

More dates on P11

April 1, 2015

The Commodore’s Column
Drought? Still?
We are lucky….We’ve had just enough rain to
keep the lake up. We are less than 3 feet down
from our normal pool level. Many of us will remember the struggles
we had with our classes and launching our boats when the lake was so
low in 2006 and again in 2012. Recollect that we also had to shorten
the Hiram Douglas Regatta course to avoid groundings in the west end
of the lake. In the course of a year the lake can drop almost 5 feet if
we don’t get adequate rain. Evaporation last July took almost 9 inches
out of the lake. The Midwest City, Dell City and Norman combined
almost drew another four inches that month for our lawns, laundry,
showers and tooth brushing. Rainfall in April and May will be critical
hold the water levels through 2016, so pray dance or do whatever it
takes to bring in the good storms.

ESL Sail Girls
2015 Officer’s Roster
Commodore: Phil Moershel
405-208-1532
pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Past Commodore: Jim Eller
405-924-3148
wjimeller@gmail.com
Vice Commodore:
Ed Shoemaker
405-205-2146
edconnieshoemaker@gmail.com
Rear Commodore:
Lorrie Sylvester
405-250-6956
Lorrainesylvester@ouhsc.edu
Co-Fleet Captains: Keith
Campbell & James Anderson
kc2glox@gmail.com;
jandersonone@gmail.com;
Secretary: Mike Devenitch
405-895-7278
sentrymike@yahoo.com
Treasurer: David Craigie
405-613-7774
Incipient@msn.com
Mainsheet Editor: Chadwick Cox
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com
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Courtesy of the Central Oklahoma Conservancy District.
While we worry about keeping water under our keels, the cities and
the Central Oklahoma Master Conservancy District worry about
keeping service going year round. This month our program will be
presented by Ken Komiske, Head of the Norman Utilities Department.

Ken will discuss Norman’s recently adopted Strategic Water Supply Plan and some of the strategies
other than dance and prayer that could be used to supplement the amount of water that Norman can
draw from the lake. Please turn out on Saturday evening April 18 at 6:30 to welcome Ken and to hear
about Norman’s water plan.
The sailing season is now upon us. Our first race, weather permitting, should be Tuesday April 7. The
fleet is gearing up: Shamrock was launched with new go fast bottom paint. The Seidleman 25 is splashed
with new bottom paint. My boat darn well better be splash with new bottom paint before the first race.
Good Times has a new spinnaker… It should be a fun season.
James and the Leukemia Cup planning committee are hammering out the details of what promises to be
a good time and a great fund raiser. Watch for the Notice of Regatta in the next week or so. Part of the
competition is the amount of donations raised. Prizes will go the crew that brings in the largest
contributions. So start making a list of your friends with spare change. Also in the works is a silent
auction. There will be both short course races and a long distance race. So keep your calendars clear to
race or help out on June 6 and 7.
Congratulations and thanks to Rick Shaw our Regional US Sailing
Coordinator, Level 1 Instructor Trainer and Keelboat instructor for hosting a
Regional US Sailing Symposium on March 28th. Over six hours we discussed
insurance, training and a multitude of ideas that can enhance our programs.
Participants came from as far as Davenport, Iowa. I was really pleased by
the muster from TSC. We clearly presented ourselves as a club with a lot of
energy and potential.
I hope to see a lot of you at our first race April 7 and again April 18 for a club
meeting.
Till then
Phil
Racing starts this month!!
April 7 we will resume our Tuesday evening Commodores Cup races. Tuesday evening races starts begin
with 5 min countdown rule 26 sequence at 6:30. Skippers meeting will be at 6:00 PM on the boat
house dock. Even with daylight savings time, it gets dark a little early, so, the first races will be short.
Volunteers are needed to help with the starting and timing. Spectators and crew should gather at the
boathouse at 6:00 pm. With the shorter course the boat house should be a great venue for watching the
race.
Monthly Sunday Afternoon Races
We will also be having Monthly Sunday Afternoon Races on Sundays following the general meetings.
These races are planned to start at 3:00 PM with skippers meeting at 2:30.
Spectators and crew should gather at the boathouse at no later than 2:30 pm on April 19.
April 11 Lake Thunderbird Trash Off
Anyone interested in helping police some of the shorelines should give me a call at 208 1532. I’ll launch
the Pontoon boat with some tarps on the bow to keep it clean. Weather permitting; the boat will leave
at 10:00 AM to clean up some of our shorelines.
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Get Your Youth Sailors Involved!

We are as excited as ever about the 26 Junior Olympic Festivals scheduled for 2015! Every year 4,000 kids
compete in Junior Olympic Festivals hosted by yacht clubs and sailing centers around the country.
These Festivals improve racing skills, connect young sailors with new friends and serve as a guide to a pathway of
sailing adventure. Youth sailors, instructors and coaches, and host organizations can look forward to some amazing
experiences this season.
Your junior program staff wants their students to join the fun. Please share this information and the 2015
Schedule with your staff and your members, especially parents of young sailors. We hope your club or sailing
center will be represented at the 2015 USA Junior Olympic Festivals this season.
Please post this schedule on your organization’s website, and share through email communications and social
media using hashtag - #JOSailing15.




Schedule - USA Junior Olympic Sailing Festival 2015
Logo - Post the Junior Olympic Festival web button on your website and link to the schedule (Forward the
attached web button to your webmaster)
Video - An Introduction to USA Junior Olympic Sailing Festivals

Want to host a Junior Olympic Festival? For more information, contact US Sailing’s Inshore Director Lee Parks at
leeparks@ussailing.org or at 401-366-3126.
Learn more about US Sailing Junior Olympic Festivals at http://bit.ly/JOSailing.
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What is the relationship between the TSC, LTEF and BoatHouse?
Many TSC members (new and old) are not familiar with the relationship between the Thunderbird Sailing Club (TSC), Lake
Thunderbird BoatHouse, and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (LTEF). We thought it would be helpful to clarify
each organization annually and the roll it plays in our mission to provide affordable boating and safety classes.
1. The TSC is an Oklahoma non-profit who’s mission is: “To promote water safety; to encourage the pursuit of sailing as a
recreational activity and as a competitive sport; to teach the rules of sailing; to engender a spirit of sportsmanship among its
members,
their families and within the community; to promote the teaching of the methods, techniques and sciences of sailing to young
people. To enter into such business transactions as are authorized by the Statutes of the State of Oklahoma governing charitable,
benevolent, educational or scientific corporations." The TSC’s Articles of Incorporation were filed on November 5, 1969 and its
first year in operation was in 1970. The TSC is also the MANAGING PARTNER of the BoatHouse. Phil Moershel is the 2015
Commodore. The TSC, as Managing Partner for the BoatHouse site until 2017 at which time it will apply for another 5 year
contract.
2. The LTEF is an Oklahoma non-profit and is recognized by the IRS as a 501 ©(3) tax-exempt organization. It was formed by
the leadership of the TSC in 1997, the result of two years of planning following the 25th TSC anniversary celebration in 1995 at
which time many of the original TSC charter members said they wish they had developed a facility at the lake that they could
call home. Seizing the moment, the TSC leadership began discussions which eventually led to meetings with the Oklahoma
Department of Tourism and Recreation, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), Thunderbird State Park, and the Central
Oklahoma Master Conservancy. The LTEF was formed on April 1, 1997 with Walt Hedrick as President and on April 7, 1998
the LTEF received its 501©(3) Letter of Determination by the IRS. In 1997 and 1998 approval was given for the building site, a
fenced boatyard was built, 5 TSC members received their U.S. Level One training certificates, the first class on the site was held,
and several centerboard boats were donated to the LTEF. In addition, building plans began to be worked on by Miles Associates
AIA, the TSC and LTEF voted to name the facility the Lake Thunderbird Boathouse (Howard Haines’ idea), and the OEC
installed an electrical service to the site thanks to help from Scott Brown. The TSC membership matched a $500 challenge grant
from the LTEF board and raised $1,000 for the LTEF. In 1999 the BoatHouse design was complete and blueprints were
approved by the State and U.S. BOR. Les Cummings had taken over as fundraising chair for the LTEF and the first major grant
was awarded in June of 1999 for $40,000 from the Noble Foundation of Ardmore, Oklahoma. Fundraising begins in earnest and
another $25,000 grant is funded in 2000 by Sarkeys Foundation of Norman. The dock and boatramp had now been completed,
and assets were in excess of $129,000. We also received a second grant from the Noble Foundation of $25,000 and many
additional individual and corporate financial gifts and gifts-in-kind….assets were now approximately $190,000 with no debt. It
was time to select a contractor and begin construction in the spring of 2001…over 110 volunteers worked for nearly nine months
to complete the interior. In early 2002, thanks to a generous gift from our good friend, Dave Shumake who was serving as our
Board Attorney, we began the Dave Shumake Endowment that now exceeds some $20,000 and will continue to grow as the
board resolution requires 10% of all unrestricted gifts to go to the Endowment. Please spend a little time reading the names on
the large plaques in the BoatHouse foyer to appreciate the number of financial and gifts-in-kind donors, volunteers, and
leadership that made the BoatHouse possible. On April 6, 2002, the BoatHouse was christened on a cold, rainy, but wonderful
day with over 125 people in attendance! Since that time we have provided the Norman and Lake Thunderbird community with
over 2,000 volunteer hours each year along with hundreds of new sailors and boaters that understand the boating and safety laws
of Oklahoma. The audit for 2013 listed over $216,000 in assets with no liabilities. This speaks volumes for the support of our
BoatHouse partners and the leadership that the TSC provides on a day-to-day basis. The LTEF has raised an average of $1,000 per
month since the construction phase of the Boat-House was completed, this does not include any funds from classes which goes
to the BoatHouse account. The LTEF raises funds for special capital needs and helps fund the LTEF Dave Shumake Endowment
Fund. Ten percent of all undesignated contributions also go to the Endowment. The LTEF’s cash position, including shortterm securities, is approximately $30K plus the $45K endowment. LTEF officers are Roger Elliott, President, Dr. Frank Lawler,
VP, Connie Divine, Treasurer, and Jim Eller, Secretary, the remaining board members are, Marilyn Friend, Phil Dame, Phil
Moershel, Jerry Lojka, Phil Trotter, Walter Hedrick, Janie Davis, Betsey Streuli (board attny.) and Les Cummings, Executive
Director and Fundraising Chair. As an example of how you and the LTEF help the TSC/BoatHouse; just in the past couple years
your donations enabled the LTEF to provide funds for insurance, and half of the funds needed for the new Pontoon Boat and the
metal cover and a 2015 grant of $5,000 for insurance, nautical flagpole and upgrade to AED system.
3. The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse is the operations function or third leg of the TSC, LTEF, BoatHouse three-legged stool.
We ask all our partners to have at least one representative serve on the BoatHouse Management Committee, which is a loosely
formed management group made up of those interested in the BoatHouse and its programs. The BH Management Committee,
Barb Schindler, Chair, manages the planning, schedule, budget, classes, income and expenses. Jim Waller is the BoatHouse
Treasurer.
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From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie
Greetings Thunder Sailors,
As we move into the sailing season, the boating bug starts to bite anew. I helped launch Gray Graham’s boat this last
weekend and we actually had to wait for other boaters to use the ramp ahead of us. That is a good sign that spring is
here and summer is not far behind.
That said, our weekly racing season starts the first Tuesday this month. Shamrock is again in the water, and with a new
bottom, is primed to sprint to the finish line. We are usually looking for crew, especially I the summer when I am gone.
So contact either me or Jim Waller if you would like a chance to crew. Contact James Anderson or Keith Campbell if you
would like to be put in contact with other skippers in need of crew.

If you are a new member or a graduate of a sailing class:
You spent your good money on new membership or perhaps a sailing class. You don’t yet own a boat and your wish that
you could expand your sailing knowledge. This is your chance to get a free ride on different boats and expand your
sailing knowledge, for FREE.
All you have to do is show up on the BoatHouse dock at 6 on Tuesday evenings with your life jacket in hand and perhaps
a personal snack and drink.
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO HAVE RACING EXPERIENCE TO PARTICIPATE. Just a love of sailing and a want-to-learn attitude.
So, this is on you. Free rides, Free experience, Free everything. Just show up. We want you to have fun, learn and be a
part of TSC

Renewing your TSC membership:
Please……If you are among the remaining few, please respond. We need you.
2015 TSC Membership Directories:
I have either given you your 2015 TSC Membership Directory or sent it in the mail to your home. If I have
missed you, please let me know.
US Sailing Renewals:
We are currently members of US Sailing “Member Partner Program.”
They offer a 20% discount on memberships and it benefits TSC with some promotional. If you are interested,
please get in touch with me and I will send you the information you need.
TSC Membership Directory:
The 2015 TSC Membership Directory has been published and is available to all
members. We are also offering an electronic version in a pdf, suitable for keeping
on your computer, your smart phone or other portable device. This version is
available to members who send me a request by e-mail.
Thanks for all your support
See you on the water,
David
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Message from the Rear:
Boathouse Cleanup Day: Thanks to you all for so much help as we celebrate TSC each month with our
meetings/pot luck meals, and fun activities. I enjoy these evenings, seeing old and new faces! I wanted to
make special mention of the many hands that helped spiff up the Boathouse and grounds on Saturday, March
21. Inside and out looked great!! Hands on deck for cleanup day: Rick Shaw, Les Cummings, David Craige,
Sheryl Tiffany, Doris and Ed Shoemaker, Paul Reynolds, Jim Waller, Al Boren, Grey Graham, Mike Devenitch,
Mike Galoob, Brian Nisbitt, Kerry Knowles, Keith Campbell, James Anderson, Jason Pudlo and his fabulous
kiddos, Abbie, Bekah, and Nate - these guys picked up 2 large trash bags full of stuff around the grounds, and
along fence lines, AND swept up outside! If I have inadvertently omitted some helping hands, I do
apologize…all are appreciated!
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Leukemia Cup Silent Auction: As you all know by now, TSC will be hosting its first Leukemia Cup Regatta in
early June. We hope to raise a lot of money for the Leukemia/lymphoma Society with this event, and have a
great time sailing. See James Anderson for more information and signing up to help with activities during this
2-day event. I will be helping to coordinate the silent auction, as well as food-oriented activities for the day. I
will be happy to collect silent auction item donations, but need your help to acquire these items. Auction items
can be almost anything, and some suggestions follow:
 Themed baskets like- coffee/tea; chocolate goodies; movie night; spa/soaps; art work;
 Sports themes (OU, OSU, Thunder….)
Monthly Meetings and Potlucks: Thanks to all of the folks that help out with the monthly meeting/potlucks
(setting up and cleaning up, and food!!). It is so helpful when folks pick up and remove their own pots/dishes at
the end of the evening as we swab the decks and make the galley ship shape again. Thanks again to all of
you! See you all again on April 21. Sailing days are here again!! Woo hoo!
Lorrie

TSC PotLuck and Program
April 18, 2015
Yes, it’s National Kindergarten Day! Celebrate Teaching & Learning
with Kids!
*Meeting and PotLuck: 6:30pm
Program: Water Resources, with KEN KOMISKIE, HEAD OF NORMAN UTILITIES
Food (6:30): How about “Kid Friendly & Fun” foods? Maybe your kids or grandkids want to make something? Pizza,
chicken or Fish sticks, fun sandwiches, veggies/fruits- or whatever you think! (Only edible play dough, and no white paste
or glue please). Weather permiting, Kerry will grill some burgers.
As usual, the club will provide beverages, utensils, plates/bowls, etc. Alphabetically-oriented folks, see below:
a-g: appetizers/fruit
h-m: desserts/breads (It’s also National Chocolate-Covered Cashew Day – for real)
n-s: main dish
t-z: veggies (hot and cold)

Bringing up the Rear,
Lorrie
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THUNDERBIRD SAIL and MESS-ABOUT

TSC will host the Thunderbird Sail and Mess-About on Saturday May 9, 11:30-7:00.
The goal is to have a fun day of sailing and gawking for wooden boat builders and fans. Plastic is welcome too.
There is huge regional interest in the October wooden boat Sail Oklahoma event at Lake Eufala. Our MessAbout will allow some local sailors to get together soon, show off their projects, and exchange ideas.
We are already expecting two Caledonia Yawls, two Puddle Duck Racers, and three Roosters.
We will provide snacks and beverages. I'll fire up the grill for hamburgers at 5:00.
Perhaps, as this event gels, we might come up with some door prizes and demonstrations.

Mike and Teresa’s Rooster

John Jantzen’s Caledonia Yawl

For further information contact Paul Reynolds 250-2093, par2058@yahoo.com
or Teresa Smith-Galoob at 405-600-8263, mtgaloob@msn.com

You might be interested in joining the fun by buying yourself a Puddleduck.
For Sale: Puddleduck Racer, NEW!!!
Newly built PDR of Top Quality Marine Plywood,
Quality Construction, National Award Winning Design!
Complete with 2 Sailing Rigs.
Asking price: $350.00 includes PDR and 2 sets of Spars.
Contact : Bill Nolen, OKC. at BGN731@aol.com
ph. : 405/794/6152
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Hi all, James here just wanting to keep everybody informed on our clubs first Leukemia Cup Regatta!
When? June 6th- 7th .
Where? The TSC Boathouse.
Why? To raise money to fight cancer and to have a great regatta!!!
Two days of racing, live music, and a silent auction, are some of the events we have planned so far for this
regatta.
And I want to give a big Thank You to Lorrie, Paul, Jim, Mike, Doris, Ed, Phil, and Karen for volunteering your
time, providing valuable input, and helping with the organizing of what's going to be an “Epic Event”!!!
We still need volunteers to help work the regatta, so contact me and I'll sign you up! It's going to be a lot of fun
and for a great cause.
See ya on the water! Cheers!
jandersonone@gmail.com
405 249-1768
Leukemia Cup Silent Auction: As you all know by now, TSC will be hosting its first Leukemia Cup Regatta in
early June. We hope to raise a lot of money for the Leukemia/lymphoma Society with this event, and have a
great time sailing. See James Anderson for more information and signing up to help with activities during this
2-day event. I will be helping to coordinate the silent auction, as well as food-oriented activities for the day. I
will be happy to collect silent auction item donations, but need your help to acquire these items. Auction items
can be almost anything, and some suggestions follow:
 Themed baskets like- coffee/tea; chocolate goodies; movie night; spa/soaps; art work;
 Sports themes (OU, OSU, Thunder….)
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Happy Birthday!
APRIL

MAY

7 Kathy Lawler
8 Nathan Boren
12 Helene Miller
To the following TSC members! If you
15 Lorrie Sylvester
would like to help your friend celebrate
their birthday, find their contact info in
19 Cheri Elliott
your TSC Membership Directory, which 19 James Anderson
itself lists TSC members’ birthday dates.
20 Keith Campbell
If your birthday is not included, it is
24 Brian Crittenden
probably because you did not share that
26 Nita Trotter
information with your
Treasurer/Membership Secretary. If you 28 Mike Mumford
want to share your special day, please 29 Jim Kasbohm
contact me at: Incipient@msn.com or
phone: (405) 613-7774.
Thanks, David

4 Bill Brackett
9 Rick Shaw
11 Sandra Magar
13 Cleo Haines
14 Pam Bradford
15 Neal Schuster
17 George Morin
20 Keith Campbell
20 Jennifer Owings
22 Kathy Anderson
28 Michael Ozmun
29 Jerry Lojka
30 Max Waldrop
31 Mike Kelly

TSC Long-Range Schedule (Subject to change) Please send all official schedule
changes to TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch at (405) 895-7278 or
sentrymike@yahoo.com & thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com

Current as of March 24
Date
7th
10th
11th
18th
24th
24th
25th
2nd
9th
16th
15-19
18th
13th
18th
22nd
27th
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Month Time Event
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
May
May
May
June
May
June
June
June
June

6pm
pm
10am
6pm
pm
noon
7pm
6pm
9am
noon
7pm
6pm
noon

Weekly Racing Begins
Keelboat Class
Annual Trash Off
Club Meeting
Keelboat Class (Cont.)
Norman Vets Outing
ESL Class
Raft-up
Sail & Messabout
Club Meeting
Kids Camp Session I
Norman Vets Outing
Raft-up
Club Meeting
Norman Vets Outing
G.O.D.S.A. Water Fest

Date
6-10th
18th
16,17,18
19th
20th

Month Time Event

31st
15th

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
August

16th
24th
26th
19th
11th
17th
1st
21st
12th

August
August
Sept
Sept
Oct
Oct
Nov
Nov
Dec

9am
6pm

noon

6pm
?
noon
6pm
6pm
6pm
6pm

Kids Camp Session II
Club Meeting
Intermed. Sailing Class
Center Board Racing
Norman Vets Outing
Family Fun Day
Tie Sailing Knots
Club Meeting
Adult Sailing Class
Center Board Racing
Norman Vets Outing
C.A.S.T.
Club Meeting
Layton Regatta
Club Meeting
Hiram Douglas
Club Meeting
Christmas Party

English-Learners’ Sailing Day
On Saturday morning, April 25, international students taking an English conversation class will meet at the BoatHouse to
learn about sailing in Oklahoma. Michael Klatt will teach the students basic boating vocabulary and safety, as well as
idioms they’re likely to hear in English that are rooted in sailing. Then, volunteers-willing, the class will take to the water
for keelboat rides.
The students this
spring hail from China, Taiwan,
South Korea, Turkey, and
Russia. About 12 to 15 attend
the class, though additional
students may participate on
April 25 if friends or family
members come along. Most of
the students are graduate
students or post-docs at the
University of Oklahoma or are
family members of a
researcher temporarily posted
at OU. Most have never been
on a boat before, much less a
sailboat—sailing in their home
countries can be prohibitively
expensive. They are very
excited to visit Lake
Thunderbird, learn about
sailing, and take a sailboat
ride!
Thank you to all of you who have supported this program in the past by attending the class, talking with the
students, or taking them out on your sailboat. They have talked about it for weeks afterward! Please consider joining the
class again this year on April 25 and taking a small group of students out on your boat, if you are able.
The details: The classroom portion of the class will begin at the BoatHouse at 10:15 a.m. The presentation
portion should wrap up by 11 or 11:15 at the latest. We’ll take a brief lunch break and then be ready to start sending
groups down for rides from the dock by 11:30 or 11:45 p.m. at the latest. The students will be divided between the
boats and rotated if necessary. Everyone should be off the water and packing up to head out by 2 p.m.
If you are interested in participating, have questions, or
would like more information, please contact Emily (Jerman) Schuster
at (405) 227-7874 or ejerman@ou.edu. We would love to have you
join us! The sailing day is part of a free weekly conversation class
offered by Trinity Lutheran Church in Norman as an outreach to its
international neighbors during the school year.
—Emily (Jerman) Schuster

Mike leading the class
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Central Region Symposium at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse

US Sailing Training Director Stu Gilfillin moderated the Central Region Symposium at the Lake
Thunderbird BoatHouse on March 28, 2015. There were 20 attendees at the meeting. Most from TSC,
but there were people from Windycrest in Tulsa, Lake Hefner and Iowa. Stu led a discussion on US
Sailing training programs, insurance, and how to efficiently manage volunteer staff.
Rick Shaw

Winner of Hiram Douglas
“Winner” of Snapooh
At the March 20 Meeting
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Guest Leukemia Cup Speaker

