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Thunderbird Sailing Club  October 1, 2015 Norman, Oklahoma 

Thunder Sailors, 

September went fast! In 
September we had 
CAST, the Hobie rega a, 
NROTC is now sailing 
regularly at the boat 
house and the OU Sail-
ing Club has started up 
again. We had a great 
club mee ng in Septem-
ber with Brian’s tales of 
sailing to the Caribbean. 
Thanks and congratula-

ons go to Les and his 
crew for pu ng on a 
Great CAST with a rec-
ord number of kids. 

October will go even 
faster. The Layton  is on 
the 11th,  the club 
mee ng is on 17th when 
we will thrill you with 
North Channel sailing 
tales and then on Octo-
ber 24th we will be 
hos ng Leadership Okla-
homa  for a “race”.  All 
this leads up to the No-
vember 1 Hiram 
Douglass rega a! 

It was a great series of races last week. Paul an Lorrie sponsored and RC’d  three short races . 
With a short line light winds and eight boats, it was great fun at the start. I’ve never heard 
“starboard” called so many mes. I must apologize for my own exple ves 
from when I tried rounding the wrong mark. Congratula ons to Mike and 
Theresa for their victory and thanks to Paul and Lorrie for their sponsorship.   

Be sure to volunteer to help out at the Layton and the Hiram and plan on en-
tering some killer chilies at the Hiram.  

Phil Moershel, Commodore  

So long, summertime sails 
September was a busy farewell to summer sailing 

September’s Hobie Fleet Rega a was great fun on twin hulls. 



 

 

Gree ngs 
Thundersailors, 
I hope that your schedule will permit you to come to 
the BoatHouse for our next mee ng. I and several oth-
er TSC members will be reminiscing our summer up 
north aboard Incipient.  Please look for my announce-
ment on a separate page in this edi on of the Main-
sheet.    

Hoping to see you!!! 

Renewing your TSC membership: 
Please let me know if you have any ques ons about 
your membership.  Thanks!! 

2016 TSC Membership Directories: 
We are going to make a major change in the way we 
publish and distribute our TSC Membership Directory. 

In an effort to keep costs to a minimum, those who 
wish a paper directory will s ll receive one.  However, 
in this me of being able to store the Directory on our 
personal electronic devices, it makes more sense to 
send you a pdf.  $0.00 cost to publish, occasional up-
dates during the year and immediate distribu on. 

The pdf version will be expanded to include more pictures and more informa on; schedules, 
annual events and rega as and more.  The limits of what will be in the new and improved Direc-
tory are unlimited and if you have any sugges ons regarding what to include, I encourage you to 
get in touch with me. 

2015 Directories: I have either given you your 2015 TSC Membership Directory or sent it in the 
mail to your home.  If I have missed you, please let me know.  I s ll have a few paper copies le .   

Looking for a new cover picture for the 2016 Directory 
If you have a picture that you think is worthy of gracing the cover of our next Directory, please 
send it to me.  There are no prizes, but you will receive credit for your choice.   

A look at what is in the TSC treasury: 
We are a li le behind last year in what we have in the TSC account.  Here is an accoun ng of 
what we have and what some of our future obliga ons are for this year. 

TSC account   $7683.81 

Jr Sailing account   $  460.16 

Layton Fund   $  513.80 

In the coming weeks I will need to write almost $4000.00 to the BoatHouse This is our annual 
contribu on to running the BoatHouse and paying for the insurance on the BH, our boats and 
our personal liability.  It is by far the biggest item in our budget.  

Thank you for all your support J  

See you on the water, David  

Treasurer’s report 
BoatHouse contribution due 

Membership 
Informa on 

If any of your member-
ship informa on has 
changed, please contact 

David Craigie 
9100 Pine Creek Dr. 
Midwest City, OK 73130 
(405) 613-7774 
Incipient@msn.com 

Thunderbird Sailing 
Club membership is a 
bargain! Be sure to 
renew yours early. 
 
Regular Members 
$75 per year 
 
Family Members 
$75 per year 
 
Associate Members 
$37.50 per year 
 
Student Members 
$15 per year 
 
Group Membership 
$75 per year 

Captain Dave at the helm of Incipient 
North Channel, July, 2015 



 

 

Fall is upon us; cooler breezes; great sails. Halloween is 
coming soon!  If the spirit grabs you to dress up (kiddos for 
sure), feel free! 

Program: 

Our own David Craigie will share summer me sailing expe-
riences aboard Incipient on the North Channel.  David 
hosted a number of TSC members on this amazing voyage, 
and they may have a few stories of their own!  (Jim Eller, 
Phil Moershel, Jim Waller, Paul Reynolds, and Ted Streuli 
and his son Raymond) 

Food:  

Let’s try casseroles, or any fall foods you enjoy. As usual, 
the club will provide beverages, utensils, plates/bowls, etc. 
Alphabe cally-oriented folks, see below, or bring whatev-
er Pirate’s Booty suits your palate: 

a-g: main dish, soup or casserole (It is Na onal Seafood 
Bisque Day if you need ideas!) 

h-m: veggies/salads 

n-s:  appe zers/fruit 

t-z:   desserts/Bread 

See you on October 17!! 

Nomina ng Commi ee Reminder: 

Please consider serving on the 2016 TSC Board.  The 
a ached document gives you an idea of what each posi-

on entails. Consider nomina ng someone from the club, 
or even yourself! Need more informa on? Contact anyone 
on the Nomina ng Commi ee (Lorrie Sylvester, Teresa 
Galoob, or Gray Graham), or current officers. We need all 
nomina ons in by the end of October.  

Lorrie 

Meet & eat: Officer nominations, casseroles due 
Lorrie’s notes from the Rear  

Are you t-z? How about Paula 
Deen’s recipe for pumpkin pie? 

We found it here: 

h p://www.foodnetwork.com/
recipes/paula-deen/pumpkin-pie



 

 

W hat a terrific event!  Perfect weather, great volun-
teers, wonderful donors and dedicated, experienced 
fishermen made the 14th Annual CAST for Kids fish-

ing derby an event to remember for 27 special kids!  Having 
worked for several months raising funds and gi s In kind, I was 
overwhelmed by the sheer number of hardworking volunteers at 
the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse last Saturday morning.  I did 
my usual rou ne of picking up worms and ice at the Country 
Store when it opened at 5:30am.  I opened the gate to Boat-
House Road before 6 am, drove down to the BoatHouse and 
started unloading.  Before long Bureau of Reclama on volun-
teers started arriving as did the other volunteers.  Drinks were 
iced down, breakfast foods set out and of course the required 
coffee pots were star ng to heat up.  With that in mind, we 
thank Sco  and Chandra Stewart for dona ng a coffee pot to 
replace the one that had seen its be er days. The registra on 
tables were set up out front and tables and chairs were arranged 
under the large tent that protects our guests from the hot Sep-
tember sun.   By 8am everything was in readiness for the du es 
of registering volunteers, kids and fishermen. A er instruc ons 
to the fishermen by Local CAST Commi ee member Ashley 
Dixson, the kids started their short walk to the dock to be 
matched up with their fishing guide for the morning fishing trip.  

Its always great watching this, especially when the kids are 
matched up with their captains from previous events!  By 9:20 
the boats are filled with excited children, parents/or care-givers, 
siblings and of course fishing guides and in some cases their 
crew.  Photos of each child in their boat and skipper are taken by 
the BOR and a copy of each is used for a beau ful plaque pre-
sented at the luncheon.   

While the kids are fishing, Roger Ellio  and his food prep crew 
are preparing enough food for a small army.  This year Home-
land Stores (thank you Kaye Parker and Alameda Homeland Mgr. 
Jeff Shaw) have outdone themselves again by providing most of 
the food and supplies needed for the event.  With addi onal 
burgers provided by Sysco Foods and refreshing juices, milk and 
ice cream from Hiland Dairy topped off by delicious pizza by 
Country Corner Store on Choctaw Road, everyone had a deli-
cious and ample luncheon!   A big thank you to the Food Prep/
Servers! 

The fishermen started in around 11 am and everyone was back 
at the dock by noon.  Lunch was served by many TSC members 
and even a couple Air Force volunteers from Tinker AFB.  Once 
everyone was served I welcomed everyone, thanked the donors 
and volunteers and presented Susie Snyder with the new 2015 

CAST really is a CAST really is a 
special thrillspecial thrill  
By Les Cummings 



 

 

CAST for Kids poster, a copy of which is now hanging in 
the BoatHouse.  I finished my comments with a special 
‘thank you’ to Art Pasley, who has re red from CAST for 
Kids, and I led everyone with a rousing hip hip hooray!  
for Art.  Greg Snyder then took over as MC and intro-
duced our special CAST for Kids representa ve, Mr. Jeff 
Barnes, Eastern Re-
gional CAST for 
Kids Di- rector from 
Alabama.  Jeff was 
very im- pressed 
with our event and 
said it was the best 
run, best organized 
CAST event he 
has ever a ended.   

A er Jeff’s com-
ments, the micro-
phone  was handed 
back to Greg who 
did a great job 
introducing each child and their fishing guide. The last 
piece of business was the tradi onal CAST photo op in 
front of the BoatHouse, just remember there were many 
people who were busy cleaning up who were not in the 
photo.  This year we had around 27 kids, 27 fishermen 
+crew and over 80 volunteers, we are confidant we had 
over 150 present.    See you at the 2016 CAST! 

  

The 14th Annual 
CAST for Kids 

fishing derby was 
an event to 

remember for 
27 special kids 



 

 

Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta 

A one day Regatta, Sunday, November 1, 2015 

A distance race, 10 - 18 miles 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 

 

CLASSES: All boats 18 feet length on deck or greater are welcome. Other boats allowed at the discre-
tion of the Regatta Chair; please inquire. Boats shall register in either Spinnaker, Cruising, or multi hull 
handicap fleets. The primary helmsman of a boat must be a current member of Central States Sailing 
Association or of another US SAILING Regional Sailing Association if that helmsman resides outside 
the CSSA Region or a TSC recognized sailing club. 

 

RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2013-2016 Racing Rules of Sailing, 
and CSSA Sailing Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix. 

 

TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st - 3rd in each fleet. The traveling Trophy will be presented 
to the Skipper and Crew of the boat with the lowest corrected time in the largest fleet. 

 

FACILITIES Ramp at Sailboat Point for centerboard and daggerboard boats and some fixed keelboats.  
Ramps for fixed keelboats ½ mile west or 1 mile north of marina. Courtesy dock at the BoatHouse. 

 
SCHEDULE:                
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts 
10:30 Registration ends 

10:45 Competitors' Meeting 

11:20 Harbor Gun 

11:50 Warning Signal 1st start for Distance Race 

16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building 

17:00 Trophy presentation 

 
DIRECTIONS:  From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road 
south to Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to 
enter the lake.  Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east). 
From the South:  I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th Ave. 
to Alameda Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter 
the lake.  Turn left (north) to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east). 
 
INFORMATION: Keith Campbell, Regatta Chair (405) 826-1031 or email kc2glox@gmail.com   
 
COST:   
$20.00 for Skipper and Boat  

$ -2.00 for US SAILING Member (+10.00 if not yet member of CSSA)  

$ 5.00 for each crew member 

NO Charge for a er race warm-up (or cool-off) 

 

 STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.  



 

 

Hiram Douglas Memorial Rega a 

Chili Cook Off  
Sunday, November 1, 2015 · Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 

 

CLASSES: All chili with beans or without are welcome. Cooks shall register in either Bean or Non-Bean 
handicap pots with handicapping using the current TSC Sailing Hotsmouth Yardstick heat correction factors. 

 

RULES:  The winning chili will be voted on by the diners.  Diners will be given tokens to cast their vote for 
their favorite.  Chili with the most tokens wins. 

 

TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to best chilies. 

 

FACILITIES: Chili should be hot and ready for judging by 1600. 

 
SCHEDULE:                
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts 
10:30 Registration ends 

16:00 Chili Judging 

16:40 Refreshments: chili and sides, beverages & warm building 

17:00 Trophy presentation 

 
DIRECTIONS:  The best chili cooks already know the way! 
 
INFORMATION: Keith Campbell, Regatta Chair (405) 826-1031 or email kc2glox@gmail.com   
  
COST:  $1.00 for cook and chili $ -1.00 for TSC Member. 
NO Charge for after race warm-up (or cool-off) 

STATE LAW requires that all chilies have a copy of their registration aboard.  
Please let me know if you will be participating in the chili cook off. Cornbread, cheese, salad and brownies 



 

 

Wicked as defined in the Urban dic onary means RE-
ALLY COOL !  

Not to be confused with evil or morally bad. 

In that respect, WICKED, it was a great summer aboard 
Incipient in the cool northern waters of Lake Huron’s 
North Channel.  It was great too in the respect that 
several members of TSC traveled the 1500 miles to join 
me aboard Incipient.   

Please mark your calendar and plan to a end the Oct 
17th mee ng at the BoatHouse.  We will be sharing 
some of our finest moments and talking a lot of 
“sailorly” talk as we return to the North Channel and 
some of the finest fresh water sailing in North America. 

Hoping to see you on the water, David 

A wicked cruise aboard 
Incipient with David 
Craigie and summer crew 



 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like 
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by 
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them 
Happy Birthday on their special day.  All birthdays are listed in 
your TSC Membership Directory. 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did 
not share that informa on with your Treasurer/Membership 
Secretary.  If you want to share your special day, please contact 
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone 405 613 7774. 

October 
5            Jim Eller 

5 Phillip Carter 

8 Mike Kla  

12 Frank Lawler 

12  John Warden 

13 Jeannie Himes 

15 Ryan Doezema 

19 Joyce Craigie 

23 Warren Fitzpatrick 

28 Barbara Schindler 

28  Cheryl Lockstone 

29 Pat Cox  

TSC Long-Range Schedule 
Subject to change 

 
Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Secretary Mike 
Devenitch at (405) 895-7278 or sentrymike@yahoo.com & 
thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com 
 
OCTOBER 
Every Tuesday: Commodore’s Cup Racing 
Every Saturday: Sea Scout Ship 5790 mee ng 
11th: Jerry Layton Memorial Rega a 
17th: TSC Club Mee ng/Potluck/Program 
24th: Leadership Oklahoma Rega a 
 
NOVEMBER 
Every Saturday: Sea Scout Ship 5790 mee ng 
1st: Hiram Douglas Memorial Rega a 
21st: TSC Club Mee ng/Potluck/Program 
 
DECEMBER 
Every Saturday: Sea Scout Ship 5790 mee ng 
12th: Christmas Party and Change of Watch 
 
JANUARY 
Every Saturday: Sea Scout Ship 5790 mee ng 
1st: New Year’s Day sail 

Welcome New Members 
We were privileged to have two new Group Memberships 
during the past month.   

The OU NROTC is again affiliated with TSC.  The sponsor of this 
group is Capt Shawn Lobree, the Chair, Dept of Naval Science 
at the University of Oklahoma CO, NROTC.  

Thanks Captain Lobree!! 

The OU Sailing Club is also again affiliated with TSC.  The spon-
sor of this group is Aaron Fournier.  

Thanks Aaron!! 

We welcome you all and hope that you will become ac ve 
members in TSC. 

If you see any of these group members at a mee ng or on the 
water, give a hearty welcome and encourage them to par ci-
pate in various events.   

See you on the water, David Craigie 

November 
3 Pam Landry 

15 John Po s 

11 Patsy Cri enden 

24 Paul Carter 

25 Sandra Messer 

About that LOK regatta … 
We will host a five-race rega a on 
Oct. 24 for Leadership Oklahoma. 
There could be as many as 60 par ci-
pants  and the races will run with rota ng crews; there will be 
five teams from the organiza on. Those who aren’t on the 
water will be ea ng, drinking and socializing at the Boat-
House. 

The skippers’ mee ng is at 10 am and we should be locking 
the gates by 4 pm. We need help on the water and in the 
BoatHouse; David Craigie or Ted Streuli would love to hear 
from you if you’re available. 

Leadership Oklahoma alumni are among the state’s most in-
fluen al people; they are legislators, school district superin-
tendents, business leaders, professional people and heads of 
non-profit organiza ons. Hos ng a group like this is good for 
the club because it exposes decision makers to our lake and 
our ac vi es. That can result in new members, of course, but 
more importantly it can help our cause when  our park, our 
water or the way we use it is jeopardized or we need help to 
get a project going. 

Please support this event if you can! ted@tedstreuli.com or 
incipient@msn.com will get you in the loop. 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com
mailto:thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com


 

 

A safe harbor for news on the North Channel 
By Ted Streuli , The Journal Record, July 29, 2015  

“Is there any emergency, medical or priority traffic?” 

With those words, Roy Eaton opens another daily broadcast. He is a re red school principal 
whose voice can be heard on the airwaves only in July and August. But during those two months, 
Eaton has an audience so dedicated that some drop in every morning to help with the broadcast. 

My introduc on to Eaton came aboard Incipient while we were anchored at Heywood Island 
in the North Channel. That’s north of Lake Huron in Ontario, Canada, where the high was 64 de-
grees on a clear, sunny day in mid-July. No, that’s not Celsius. 

Eaton broadcasts from the Anchor Inn Hotel in Li le Current on Manitoulin Island through an 
antenna that pushes the signal to both ends of the North Channel. 

There being no emergencies, Eaton proceeds each morning with news from the United States 
and Canada; a li le sports, a li le business, a touch of poli cs, all topics cruisers on the North 
Channel have requested over the past 11 years. 
One day, there’s a touch of pride in his voice as he 
reports that Canada is trouncing the second-
place U.S. delega on at the Pan American Games 
in Toronto. There is no Wi-Fi here, minimal cell 
service and not even the New York Times delivers 
to boats at anchor. Eaton’s voice on VHF Channel 
71 is the only tether to world events. It’s good he 
doesn’t broadcast on April 1; the tempta on to 
pull a War of the Worlds-style prank would be 
hard to resist. 

Eaton’s so , even mbre has a comfor ng, 
paternal quality that makes him immediately lika-
ble. I know nothing of Eaton except his voice, yet I 
am certain he was the sort of principal who genu-
inely cared about each student, the kind kids seek 
out when they need to unburden their minds in a 
safe harbor. I want to meet him. 

He leaves news behind as he segues into a “This Day in History” segment, a feature held over 
from his years on the PA system. He offers a few community announcements: There’s a happy 
hour for cruisers Friday from 3-5 hosted by the Anchor Inn; Turner’s will give a prize to the first 
boater to correctly answer the trivia ques on a er 1 p.m.; the community is saddened by the loss 
of a cruiser’s dog that had to be euthanized. He gives the weather forecast and invites the boaters 
to call in. 

“Good morning, Roy. This is Good News, Good News, in Covered Portage.” 

“Good News in Covered Portage,” Eaton acknowledges, and with two assistants scribbling 
notes, he takes the names and loca ons of as many as 200 boaters plying the North Channel. That 
informa on can be crucial for the Canadian Coast Guard when a boat doesn’t turn up in the right 
place at the right me. Eaton’s broadcast is also the means for family members to reach boaters in 
emergencies, and he some mes relays lesser distress calls when a skipper needs a hand. 

VHF broadcasts cannot be commercialized, so Eaton operates on dona ons, volunteer labor 
and the occasional sale of a hat or T-shirt. He enjoys a certain local-celebrity status as cruisers 
drop by to take pictures with him. 

The simplicity of Eaton’s Cruisers’ Net, coupled with its extraordinary importance, reminded 
me of the piers on which all news organiza ons are built. Whether it’s Eaton’s voice on VHF Chan-
nel 71, the Nightly Newson CBS or the Washington Post, the job is the same: collect the infor-
ma on that’s important and distribute it. 

http://journalrecord.com/author/tedstreuli/

