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Thunderbird Sailing Club  December 1, 2015 Norman, Oklahoma 

It’s been a short year. We’ve had an incredibly busy one with almost weekly activities. 
Our club is a lively bunch and we’ve had great times this year. The big highlight of the 
year is, of course, the flood and the repair and recovery from it. In March I was con-
cerned about drought and wrote in the Mainsheet …“so pray, dance or do whatever it 
takes to bring in the good storms.” Be careful of what you wish for. In June, I was 
writing about how the BoatHouse was 
flooded and that no one expected that 
the water could get five feet higher than 
any previous record lake water levels. 
We rose to the challenge in volunteer 
contributions in time and money. You 
wouldn’t know the BoatHouse was 
flooded if someone didn’t tell you. The 
repairs were completed expeditiously 
and thoroughly by so many volunteers. 
The postponed Leukemia Cup regatta 
and the cancelled June sailing camp, as 
it turns out, were the only real casual-
ties of the flood. 
 
The year in review gives a long list of 
activities that almost everyone has par-
ticipated in in some way. We’ve had 
great programs, coordinated by Ed; 
great potlucks and events coordinated 
by Lorrie; great weekly racing coordinat-
ed by Keith. We hosted a US Sailing 
Symposium, a “Messabout,“ Multihull 
regatta, and Leadership Oklahoma re-
gatta. We brought boats and provided 
sailing out for the ESL program, Bridges and GODSA. Our volunteers turned out for 
CAST, the Lake Thunderbird trash-off and the Lake Thunderbird Halloween program. 
We had two sailing camps and a keel boat class. We now have the NROTC midshipmen 
and the OU sailing club back sailing with us. All this is possible only because we all par-
ticipate!  
 
Many thanks for the new hat! Paul R. was a mad hatter and crowned 
me with a most special TSC Commodore’s Bicorne at the November 
meeting. Alas, I have only half of a meeting left to wear it! 
 

Phil Moershel, Commodore  

Commodore’s Year-End Review 

The Honorable Commodore Moershel, 

Resplendent in his Bicorne 
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Annual Meeting Report 
Our annual business meeting was held on November 21 in conjunction with the pot luck and the Crew Management 
program by Keith. Per the bylaws, the Board was able to declare a quorum. With a unanimous voice vote, membership 
adopted the proposed dues increases and removal of the initiation fee. We no longer charge $20 to join the Club. Dues 
beginning in November 2016 will be $99.00 for a regular membership, $50.00 for the associate membership and 
$25.00 for the student membership. Membership voted to waive the “one family member on the board” clause in the 
standing rules for this upcoming year and then unanimously voted to accept the proposed slate of officers.  
 
Congratulations to the 2016 Board 

Commodore:  Keith Campbell 
Vice-Commodore: Mike Devenitch 
Secretary:  Doris Dewberry, assisted by Ed Shoemaker 
Treasurer:  David Craigie 
Rear Commodore: Jason Pudlo 
Fleet Captain:  Melissa Campbell 
 

Mainsheet Editors for 2016: Paul and Sandra Carter – Thanks for agreeing to this appointment.  
Phil Moershel, Commodore  

2015 Nominating Committee’s Report 
 Thanks to Gray Graham and Teresa Galoob for serving on the TSC nominating committee this year. We visited with lots 
of different folks and are happy to report that the above slate of officers received unanimous support by acclimation at 
our November meeting. We have a nice mix of new folks and veterans.  
 
Congratulations all! This board will be sworn in at our December meeting, and begin work in January. 
Lorrie Sylvester, Rear Commodore and Nominating Committee Chair 

From the Cockpit of the LTSC Fleet Captain 

 What a great year of Racing! The 2015 season started off slowly, with the fleet showing its nimbleness and 

resiliency by dodging the June Monsoons. We established a group text for coordinating racing instructions. (Text 405- 

826-1031, if you’d like to be included!) We kicked off the weekly series with a Monte Carlo start from the LTSC Dock, 

and kept interest high with weekly Skippers’ Trophies. The premise is simple, any and all can sponsor a weeknight 

race, and award a prize to whomever they saw fit. First, Last, or anyone in-between, and the sponsor was able to se-

lect the start, either Racing Rules of Sailing, or a staggered handicap-adjusted start. Prizes included a bottle of Pusser’s 

rum, a Gin & Tonic Top 3 Cocktail Mixer, a six pack, Two Buck Chuck for all competitors (Charles Shaw wine, for those 

who may not be familiar), Ice Cream At Braum’s, and a Mani Pedi gift basket. We’ll keep that tradition going for 2016, 

so there’s a wide open calendar ready for sponsorship! 

 The Layton Cup was blessed with great winds, and was a resounding success, with Captain Lobree (of the OU 

NROTC Unit) displaying his skills across five different hulls and crews. The LTSC racing fleet exposed the 2015 Cohort of 

Leadership Oklahoma to the thrills of crewing on a racing sailboat. We concluded a great year of racing with the Hiram 

Douglas. The winds were light and challenging, to not just the skippers, but the race committee as well. The multihull, 

spinnaker and cruising fleets all adapted to the challenging conditions, adjusted the start, and even the finish lines on 

the fly, concluding another great Hiram Douglas Regatta. Officer Douglas’ family was on hand for the race, the award 

presentation, and most importantly, the Chili Cook-Off! 

 Happy Holidays! Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Fleet Captain for 2015. I look forward to an 

even better 2016 regatta season! 
 

Fair Winds, 

Keith Campbell, Fleet Captain 

Thanks! 



 

 

 

The Thunderbird Sailing Club 

Community Service 

Three-legged stool 

 

BoatHouse 

2002 

LTEF 

1997 

TSC 
1970 

Lake Thunderbird 

Community 

Service 

See next page for some history and background 



 

 

What is the relationship between the TSC, LTEF and BoatHouse?  
 

Many TSC members (new and old) are not familiar with the relationship between the Thunderbird Sailing Club (TSC), 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (LTEF). We thought it would be help-

ful to clarify each organization and the roll it plays in our mission to provide affordable boating and safety classes. 

 

1. The TSC, as the first leg, is an Oklahoma non-profit whose mission is: “To promote water safety; to encourage the pursuit of 

sailing as a recreational activity and as a competitive sport; to teach the rules of sailing; to engender a spirit of sportsmanship among 

its members, their families and within the community; to promote the teaching of the methods, techniques and sciences of sailing to 

young people. To enter into such business transactions as are authorized by the Statutes of the State of Oklahoma governing charita-

ble, benevolent, educational or scientific corporations." The TSC’s Articles of Incorporation were filed on November 5, 1969 and its 

first year in operation was in 1970. The TSC is also the MANAGING PARTNER of the BoatHouse. The TSC treasury has around 

$7,000 in its general account with additional funds in the Barbara Cummings Scholarship Fund, the Jerry Layton Committee Boat 

Fund, the Leukemia Regatta Fund and the Junior Sailing Fund. Keith Campbell is the 2016 Commodore and will serve on the LTEF 

board in the coming year per our bylaws. 

 

2. The LTEF, as the second leg, is an Oklahoma non-profit and is recognized by the IRS as a 501©(3) tax-exempt organization and 

its FID is 73-1522799. At the 1995 TSC 25th anniversary several charter members of the TSC said that they only wish they had 

built a facility at the lake to call home. Seizing the moment, the TSC leadership began discussions which eventually led to meetings 

with the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), Thunderbird State Park, and the 

Central Oklahoma Master Conservancy. The LTEF was formed on April 1, 1997 with Walt Hedrick as President and on April 7, 

1998 the LTEF received its 501©(3) Letter of Determination by the IRS. In 1997 and 1998 approval was given for the building site, 

a fenced boatyard was built, five TSC members received their U.S. Level One training certificates, the first class on the site was 

held, and several centerboard boats were donated to the LTEF. In addition, building plans began to be worked on by Miles Associ-

ates AIA, the TSC and LTEF voted to name the facility the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse (Howard Haines’ idea), and the OEC in-

stalled an electrical service to the site thanks to help from Scott Brown. The TSC membership matched a $500 challenge grant from 

the LTEF board and raised $1,000 for the LTEF. In 1999 the BoatHouse design was complete and blueprints were approved by the 

State and U.S. BOR. Les Cummings had taken over as fundraising chair for the LTEF and the first major grant was awarded in June 

of 1999 for $40,000 from the Noble Foundation of Ardmore, Oklahoma. Fundraising begins in earnest and another $25,000 grant is 

funded in 2000 by Sarkeys Foundation of Norman. The dock and boat ramp had now been completed, and assets were in excess of 

$129,000. The following year we received a second grant from the Noble Foundation of $25,000 and many additional individual and 

corporate financial gifts and gifts-in-kind….assets were now approximately $190,000 with no debt. It was time to select a contractor 

and begin construction in the spring of 2001…over 110 volunteers worked for nearly nine months to complete the interior. In early 

2002, thanks to a generous gift from our good friend, Dave Shumake, who was serving as our Board Attorney, we began the Dave 

Shumake Endowment that now exceeds some $20,000 and will continue to grow as the board resolution requires 10% of all unre-

stricted gifts to go to the Endowment. Please spend a little time reading the names on the large plaques in the BoatHouse foyer to 

appreciate the number of financial and gifts-in-kind donors, volunteers, and leadership that made the BoatHouse possible. On April 

6, 2002, the BoatHouse was christened on a cold, rainy, but wonderful day with over 125 people in attendance! Since that time we 

have provided the Norman and Lake Thunderbird community with over 2,000 volunteer hours each year along with hundreds of 

new sailors and boaters that understand the boating and safety laws of Oklahoma. The audit for 2014 listed approximately $220,000 

in assets with no liabilities. This speaks volumes for the support of our BoatHouse partners and the leadership that the TSC and 

LTEF provides on a day-to-day basis. The LTEF has raised, on average, $1,000 per month since the construction phase of the Boat-

House was completed; this does not include any funds from classes which goes to the BoatHouse account. The LTEF raises funds 

for special capital needs and helps fund the LTEF Dave Shumake Endowment Fund. Proceeds from the sale of boats go to the LTEF 

as well. The LTEF’s cash position, including short-term securities, is approximately $32,000 plus the $37K endowment. LTEF of-

ficers are Roger Elliott, Board President, Dr. Frank Lawler, VP, Connie Divine, Treasurer, Betsey Streuli, Attorney, Jim Eller, Sec-

retary and Les Cummings, Executive Director. The remaining board members for 2016 are Keith Campbell, Phil Trotter, Jerry 

Lojka, Marilyn Friend, Phil Dame and Walter Hedrick. 

 

3. The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse is the operations function of the TSC, LTEF, BoatHouse three-legged stool. We ask all our 

partners to have at least one representative serve on the BoatHouse Management Committee, which is a loosely formed management 

group made up of those interested in the BoatHouse and its programs. The BH Management Committee manages the planning, 

schedule, budget, classes, income and expenses of the BoatHouse. The annual budget is around $18,000 with some $8,000 in insur-

ance fees alone. Barbara Schindler is the BoatHouse Management Committee chair and Jim Waller is the Treasurer. 

 

Note: We are pleased to report that all operations are fully volunteer supported and that no salaries or honorariums are provided to 

those who support the BoatHouse or its programs. 



 

 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse and Dock circa 2001 

Merry Christmas and a Very Happy 2016! 

 2015 has been a very trying year but thanks to so many terrific volunteers we have had one of our 

most successful sailing seasons. Who would have thought it after the torrential rains and historic flooding at 

Lake Thunderbird in May and June. I think this success speaks volumes regarding the dedicated and hard-

working officers and members of the TSC and LTEF along with the support of the T-bird State Park and the US 

Bureau of Reclamation. Although the Leukemia Cup regatta was canceled due to the flooding, the club had 

one of the most successful Commodore’s Cup racing seasons as well as terrific Layton and Hiram Douglas re-

gattas. We were also forced to cancel the June Kids Sailing Camp but held the sold-out July camp thanks to all 

the great volunteers even though we had 16 inches of drywall cut away throughout the entire BoatHouse.  

 Of great significance was the terrific response to the call for financial assistance for the repairs need-

ed for the BoatHouse. Thanks to our donors over $10,000 was raised and all the repairs were completed in 

record time. We also added a new brick patio addition, nautical flagpole and seating area thanks to the LTEF.  

 We decided not to make the annual LTEF end of year ‘ask’ mailing this year in that so many of our 

members donated to the BoatHouse Repair Fund. However, as all funds raised by the LTEF go to the Boat-

House and its programs, if you were unable to help financially with the BoatHouse repairs or you wish to 

make an end of year tax-deductible gift to the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation, please send your 

donation to: LTEF, C/O Connie Divine, 900 Goshawk Drive, Norman, OK 73072. 

— Les Cummings, LTEF Executive Director 



 

 

I’ve enjoyed my time serving TSC as Rear Commodore. It’s been fun and educational in both a culinary and 

nautical sense. TSC comprises a great group of talented folks. Welcome to Jason Pudlo, the 2016 Rear Com-

modore. I look forward to a bit more time on the water in 2016, and to continued service to the club as I 

can. Thanks for a great year, and looking forward to another! 

Lorrie’s Notes from the Rear 

The holidays are once again upon us! If you wish to help decorate for the December 12 meeting and Christ-

mas party, please let me know!! I will be at the BoatHouse in the early afternoon if you wish to join in some 

pre-meeting holiday fun! 

December TSC Meeting/Potluck/Holiday Party – December 12th 
 

Happy Holidays! Share some fun, music, friendship, and food with TSC at this annual holiday event. 
 
Program: Altus Boren will provide holiday music…lots of holiday singing! We will change the watch, celebrate 
the new board and praise the old! TSC awards, officers, and other holiday fun!  
 
Food (Potluck starts at 6:30): Bring your favorite holiday fare – the club will provide beverages (hot and 
cold), and meats. Thanks to Phil, Jim Eller, and Dave Craigie for providing salmon, ham, and turkey!! Alpha-
betically-oriented folks, see below for other side dishes and desserts: 
 
a-g: veggies (hot and cold)  
h-m: appetizers/fruit 
n-s: desserts/breads 
t-z: side dish  
 
Wishing you all Peace, Joy, Health, & Happiness this season and for the New Year!  
 

 
Coming Events 

 
January 1, 2016: New Year’s Day Sail – Don’t forget your Black Eyed Peas! 
 
January 16, 2016: First TSC Meeting of 2016! – Program: TBA 

Lorrie Sylvester, Rear Commodore 



 

 

Greetings, Thunder Sailors, 
 
It is that time of year when we again ask 
you to show your support for TSC in a 
financial way. I finished mailing renewals 
out a few weeks ago. If for some reason 
you have not received yours, please get 
in touch with me. I admit that I make 
mistakes. 
 
For those who have received and 
promptly returned your renewals, Thank 
You very much!! 
 
If you have perhaps laid that renewal on 
the back burner, won’t you please con-
sider putting it in the mail today. As an 

uncompensated volunteer, I would be very grateful. 
 

Our biggest expense, by far, is insurance.  
 

We have insurance to insure our building, to insure our boats and most im-
portantly, to insure the liability we incur. The BoatHouse Committee has pored 
over all of our policies to make sure that we are properly covered, and at the 
best price possible. 
 
But the cost of insurance keeps going up. I am sure that you see this in your own 
finances. Insurance comprises over 75% of our budget. So, regardless of where 
you live, regardless of how often your schedule permits you to attend meetings 
or other events, and regardless of your level of membership, please help by con-
tinuing your support of TSC.  
 

If you failed to renew your membership for 2015, there is still time. If 

you have any questions, please get in touch with me. We need you!! We need 
your support!! 
 
Thank you for all your support.  
 
See you on the water, 
David 

Renewing Your TSC Membership 

From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie 

Thunderbird Sailing 
Club membership is a 
bargain! Be sure to 
renew yours early. 
 

Regular Members 
$75 per year 
 
Family Members 
$75 per year 
 
Associate Members 
$37.50 per year 
 
Student Members 
$15 per year 
 
Group Membership 
$75 per year 

Membership 
Information 

 
If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact: 
 
David Craigie 
9100 Pine Creek Dr. 
Midwest City, OK 73130 
405-613-7774 
Incipient@msn.com 



 

 

The 2014 and 2013 regattas were high winds 

and near blowouts, but this year, almost no 

wind. The course is usually 14 miles from the 

BoatHouse to the twin bridges and up to the 

north end and back to the BoatHouse. This 

year’s course was set short from the BoatHouse 

to a mark off Clear Bay and then back to a mark 

off of Indian point. After postponing the race 

with no wind Gary Sander, our PRO visiting from 

OCBC, was finally able to get the fleets started. 

Racing was painfully slow with shifty winds 

around 2-3 mph. The course for the Multihull 

fleet was shorted to finish in front of the Boat-

House with no north leg, and the spin and cruis-

ing fleets were finished at the mark near the 

dam. The shortened course ended up with only 

3.43 NM. It was very slow sailing for most of the 

race; the boats mostly were moving with will 

power over the glassy waters. And then, with 

the course shortened… a nice puff came to let 

the remaining boats finish and get back to the 

dock. 

2015 Hiram Douglas 
Memorial Regatta Ends 
With a Puff! 

Waiting for the start 

A wild ride! 

A short-lived puff 

Waiting for the final puff to take 

us to the finish 



 

 

Owner Name Boat Type   

MULTIHULL FLEET  Corrected time minutes 

Bill Etchileson Corsair 28 138.03 

Andy Davidson Tornado 141.54 

Nick Fairless Inter 20 149.81 

Ryan Goltz Nacra 16 205.08 

      

SPIN FLEET   Corrected seconds 

James Anderson J24 7085.76 

Keith Campbell Merit 22 7299.41 

Phil Moershel Mirage 236 7306.73 

      

CRUISING FLEET   Corrected seconds 

Sid Rousseau Holder 20 6733.73 

Dan Camp Sj21 6774.22 

Paul Reynolds Sj21 6803.22 

Jim Eller Catalina 22 8121.9 

Michael Devenitch Catalina22 9279.9 

Jim Waller Oday 24 DNF 

David Craigie Hunter 26 DNF 

Roger Monroe Catalina 25 Wk DNS 
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Congratulations to Bill Etchileson for his first place finish in the multihull fleet.  



 

 

Sid Rousseau won the Hiram Douglas traveling trophy with his victory over the cruising 

fleet. Sid also gets special recognition for coming from Wichita, KS to compete!  

Congratulations to James Anderson for victory over the Spinnaker fleet.  



 

 

Chili Cook-Off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Results 
Phil DeBerry, Keith Campbell and Les Cummings , 1st, 2nd and 3rd place chilies. The smiles say it all. Many 

thanks to everyone who contributed chili to make the Hiram a great success! 

 

 

Hiram Douglas Family 

Our regatta honors the memory of Hiram Douglas and his contribution to sailing and Thunderbird Sailing 

Club. Thanks to the Douglas family for their attendance, a beautiful cake and best of all a special plaque for 

the regatta! 



 

 

Registration Fredrica, Dave, Barbara 

Equipment check prior to race (flags, horns, radi-
os, marks, anchors, gas, etc.) 

Paul R., Gavin 

Harbormaster, boat launch, marks and equip  Paul R., Rick, Gavin 

RACE COMMITTEE  

 PRO Gary Sander 

 Committee boat skipper  Kerry 

 Sounder Marylyn 

 Scorer Fredrica 

 Timer Phil DeBerry 

Mark boat (Sprint) Rick, Eric 

Mark boat (Bayliner)  Les, Paul C., Gray 

Photographer Greg S. 

Chili Cook-off Contest Lorrie 

Breakfast (donuts, etc.) Lorrie, Diane, Sheryl, Sandra 

Beverages  Lorrie 

Desserts Lorrie, Diane 

Watch Crock pots Lorrie 

Kitchen help Sheryl, Doris, Sandra, Ed 

Corn bread  Joyce/David 

BoatHouse cleanup Lorrie, Ed, Doris, Gavin 

Boat yard cleanup Paul R., Kerry, Keith, Bobby 

Thanks to everyone who helped out 
The Hiram Douglas Regatta is a production with a volunteer “Cast of Thousands.” Special recognition 

should go to each of the volunteers that made the regatta possible. Here is an incomplete list of every-

one who helped (apologies to everyone that I probably missed for this list): 



 

 

 Sea Scout Ship 5790 

The Sea Scouts wish everyone at TSC happy holidays and invite 

you all to come sail with us. We would welcome any adult or 

youth (13 & up) to join the ship for sailing activities. 

Call Skipper Rick at 405-306-8597 



 

 

 

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Secretary Mike Devenitch at 405-895-7278 

or sentrymike@yahoo.com, and cc: thunderbirdmainsheet@gmail.com 
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Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like 
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by 
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them 
Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in 
your TSC Membership Directory. 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did 
not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership 
Secretary. If you want to share your special day, please contact 
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone 405-613-7774. Thanks, 
David Craigie 

December 

1 Karen Cockerham 
3 Altus Boren 
3 Cathy Dame  
3 Loraine Frank 
4 Wendell Crittenden 
11 Judy Peterson 
12 Phil Trotter 
12 Matthew Maupin 
17  Orville Fisher 
17 Sheryl Tiffany 
28 Shane Mumford 

January 

2 Karen Mellgren 
3 Mary Doezema 
4 Connie Divine  
9 Rita Hendricks  
9 Tony Bradley 
10 David Craigie 
15 Howard Haines 
16 Liane Ozmun 
17 Roger Elliott 
19 Barbra Rains 
21 Gary Claybrook 
22 ` Beth Brown 
25 Dorrie Trent 
26 Reggie Frank 
27 Amy Pudlo 
30  Bobby Cockerham 
30 Walter Hedrick 
30 Wilma DeBerry 

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff? 

Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter 
that includes sailing stories, events, seamanship 
and humor. If interested send an email to Bill at 
sailorbrains@cox.net or visit the website at 
www.sailorBrains.com. 
 

Bill also operates a business that caters to small 
boat owners with maintenance problems. Contact 
Bill if you are in need of repairs. 405-922-7787 

LAKE THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with: 

United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association 
 

www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org 

TSC's, First Annual Leukemia Cup Regatta 

Hello, TSC Members, James here, just giving you a 

heads-up, “God willing and the creeks don't rise,” 

we are going to try again to host the First Annual 

Leukemia Cup Regatta! June 4th-5th 2016. This time 

we are going to get an earlier start in the organizing, 

fund raising, and all that's involved in making this a 

Great Regatta and for a Great Cause! We are looking 

for volunteers to help with the race committee and 

with various tasks needed to make this regatta hap-

pen. 

Last year due to the flooding of the BoatHouse, the 

regatta was canceled but we were still able to hold 

the silent auction and raised a little over a thousand 

dollars. We will have another auction this year and 

sometime in March or April we want to have a “Kick-

off Party” to get the ball rolling. We will have more 

information to share as we go so I plan to have an 

update in the Mainsheet in the months leading up to 

the regatta. 

So hold this date, June 4th-5th, in your calendar! It's 

going to be a great time! And you can call or email 

me if you want to help with the regatta. 

Cheers, 

James Anderson, Fleet Captain 

jandersonone@gmail.com 405-249-1768 

Click to view: 

Regatta Information & Recruitment Video 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com
http://www.sailorbrains.com/
http://www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org
mailto:jandersonone@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIMElk9_eVA&feature=em-share_video_user

