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Please Share Your Stories and Ideas
Greetings, Thunder Sailors,
Even with a leap day, February has gone by in a flash. The Club members have
made the most of the time and unseasonably warm weather. Various and vital Lake
Thunderbird Education Foundation, Boat House and Sailing Club Board meetings were
held. Club members reluctantly came together for the sad and arduous task of dismantling a thirty foot S2, a forlorn tornado casualty. Phil and I studied Zen and the Art of Tractor Maintenance. We’ll
see if we can reassemble it without a Buddhist monk’s blessing. We
gathered together and enjoyed an amazing Pot Luck feast (thanks,
Chefs!), hosting first time Japanese exchange students and OU
NROTC Midshipmen. Jim Eller and Phil Moershel put together a
great Racing Rules of Sailing presentation, complete with starting
signal flags demonstration courtesy of Paul Reynolds and
Commodore Keith
handouts. Former Commodore Phil and I gave our Sailing Club’s
Campbell
Elevator Pitch to a large and very enthusiastic group of prospective
OU Sailing Club members. You can look forward to a great group of
OU students joining us this coming year. There is also, I understand, furious work
afoot, conducted by various Skippers turned Ship Yard Workers at improvised back
yards turned boat yards throughout the local area, sanding, painting, preparing, and
quite possibly plotting. All in all, the Thunderbird Sailing Club is readying for the coming spring, even warmer weather, and sailing!
Skippers — past, present and perhaps future — I ask you to share with the
Mainsheet editors and the Club the story of your sailboat’s name. It’s very interesting
to me that it is customary to name a sailboat, while most power boats are not. Sooner
Fi, our Merit 22, was a result of blending the phrases Sooner Faithful and Semper Fi,
the USMC motto meaning Always Faithful, creating a uniquely Oklahoman military expression. Just today I may have arrived at the name of our new-to-the-Campbells San
Juan 21, after about a month’s thought. I’ll share that story next Mainsheet. Incidentally, my personal theory as to why changing a boat’s name is considered bad luck is that
it usually signifies a change in ownership. The Skipper must necessarily then be broken
into the idiosyncrasies and mysteries of the newly acquired vessel. Coincidentally,
there is a great deal of “pier pressure” building a San Juan 21 fleet for the goal of one
design racing. The club now has three confirmed and one possible for weekly competition, with the likely possibility that SJ 21’s in the local area may join us for our larger
regattas.
A friendly reminder to share with us your Great Ideas that you would like to
see brought to life by the Sailing Club. Make your Club even better by contributing
your ideas! James Anderson is working hard to realize his vision of a Leukemia Cup Regatta. And, please feel free to bring guests to the Club meetings. Share your passion
for sailing, and help Thunderbird Sailing Club grow!
Fair Winds & Following Seas, Commodore Sends

TSC Potluck and Leukemia Cup Kickoff
March 19, 2016
Potluck and Meeting: 6:30pm
Program: Join us as we launch the Leukemia Cup at TSC - See the announcement below for more details on
the Caribbean theme!
Food: Fish Fry! However, we still need help with sides. Some suggestions include cornbread, baked beans,
and fruit. There has also been a request for strawberries, bananas, pineapples, and orange juice.
As usual, the club will provide beverages, utensils, plates/bowls, etc... Alphabetically-oriented folks, see below:
a-g: desserts/breads
h-m: side dishes
n-s: veggies (hot and cold)
t-z: appetizers/fruit
Jason Pudlo, Rear Commodore

Leukemia Cup Kick-Off Party!!!!
We're going to have a big catfish fry along with some fun “Sailors’ Music,” like Calypso, Reggae, Jimmy
Buffet and Kenny Chesney, to dance to! It's going to be a great time with some tropical treats and fun music! So wear your Bermuda shorts , flip flops, and your best straw hat, because there will be a contest for the
most creative island styling outfit! But most importantly, you will learn how you can start your own fund
raising campaign and we are looking for volunteers to help with the event.
We are going to need people to help with setting up for the regatta, food, silent auction, entertainment,
driving chase/safety boats, video and photography, T-shirts, and the race committee. To volunteer for the
race committee, contact Phil at phil@moershel.com.
We are also having a silent auction and if you have something that you would like to contribute, or would
like to help Lorrie with the auction, please contact Lorrie at Lorraine-Sylvester@ouhsc.edu. For everything
else, contact me at jandersonone@gmail.com or call (405) 249-1768.
I am also having a volunteer meeting at my place, Thursday, March 10 at
6:30 p.m., if you would like to come over, share some of your ideas and
see how you can help! Here's my address: 4560 SE 37th Street, Norman,
OK 73072. It's easy to find, just call me for instructions. I look forward to
hearing from you!
I hope to see everyone at the party!
Cheers!
James Anderson

TSC and LLS Team Up for the First Annual Leukemia Cup Regatta

SAVE THE DATES
1ST Annual Leukemia Cup Regatta
June 4 & 5, 2015
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma
TSC Members & Racers: Join us for the first ever Oklahoma Leukemia Cup Regatta at Thunderbird Sailing Club on
June 4 - 5, 2016! This event combines the joy of sailing with the important task of raising money to cure cancer
through teams, fundraising AND a Silent Auction. The Leukemia Cup Regatta has raised millions of dollars for lifesaving research and patient services, bringing help and hope to patients and their families.
By raising funds as part of your participation, you can earn great incentives <https://llsdata.box.com/s/
hrbjqz11k8k7sp03vki5otf1idzskdhe>, including the opportunity to sail with Gary Jobson in Newport Beach, California!
Register to sail at <http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing/leukemia-cup-regatta>, register for a fundraising
page at <http://www.leukemiacup.org/pages/ok/ok16>, or donate to an event participant.
For more information, contact James Anderson, Chair of the LLS Regatta Planning Committee with TSC at (405) 2491768 or jandersonone@gmail.com, or Marta Miller at (405) 943-8888 or marta.miller@lls.org, or Marty Siederer at
(732) 390-5579 or marty.siederer@lls.org.
Silent Auction: TSC will also hold a silent auction over the weekend, ending on Sunday, June 5. Please contact Lorrie
Sylvester (Lorraine-sylvester@ouhsc.edu; (405) 250-6956), or come to the volunteer meeting if you can help with organizing, setting up, or to acquire items for the auction. Look for separate information about auction plans coming in
the Mainsheet soon!
So, get your crew together! Sign up to help and get involved!! Contact James for racing details
(jandersonone@gmail.com) or Lorrie (Lorraine-sylvester@ouhsc.edu) for Silent Auction info! Watch the Mainsheet
for special announcements!

Click to view: Regatta Information & Recruitment Video

**SILENT AUCTION** HELP AND ITEMS NEEDED
The Thunderbird Sailing Club and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society are teaming up for TSC’s First Leukemia Cup Regatta® on June 4 and 5, 2015. This event is a thrilling series of sailing events that combines the
joy of boating with the important task of raising money to cure cancer. Since its inception, the Leukemia
Cup Regatta has raised millions of dollars for lifesaving research and patient services, bringing help and
hope to patients and their families. In addition to racing and donations, TSC will hold a silent auction over
the weekend, ending on Sunday, June 5. See below for how you can help!!!
SILENT AUCTION – WHAT WE NEED!
AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED: It is not too early to start getting auction-worthy items. Please talk with your
friends, business associates, local artists, etc. to request an item donation for the auction. Also, we are looking for donated items with which we can make up tantalizing themed baskets to auction off. Gift cards for
hotel stays, restaurant dinners, or local merchants also make great items for the auction. Some ideas below
may help you with auction items.











Gift Card Tree (I will provide a small ‘tree’, and collect gift cards to put on it)
Chocolate Basket – donate lots of fine chocolate items and I will arrange into a basket
Coffee/Tea Basket – as above for Chocolate, but coffee, tea, mug items
Spa Basket – nice smelling bath stuff or things that help one relax
Movie Night Basket – items like movie passes, popcorn, other movie snacks, movies on DVD…
Wine & Cheese / Bread Basket – wine, glasses, stoppers, cheeses, breads
Holiday Themed items (Christmas ornaments, etc.)
Sailing themed things or memberships
Sports themed baskets (OU and OSU; Thunder, etc.)
Lake tours

CONTACT LORRIE AT (405) 250-6956, FOR MORE INFORMATION or to sign up to HELP!

Spring Break 2016
Where are you going this year? Many opportunities wait on the
water somewhere within a day’s drive. Last year my daughter,
granddaughter and I hit the beach and coast of Port Aransas,
Texas. Lots of things to do and keep us busy the entire week,
from Corpus Christi with the USS Lexington, to the beaches of
Mustang Island, deep sea fishing on a head boat, or eating great
seafood, a trip can be fun, even if it is still a little chilly for a
swim. P.S. Don’t forget the shopping!
Mike Devenitch, Vice Commodore

A Note from Our Fleet Captain
Daylight Saving Time is almost here! Spring Ahead to Tuesday night races in April. If you would like to crew
or have a sailboat you would like to race please send me an email with your name and cell phone number
for the group text.
Melissa Campbell, Fleet Captain
(405) 637-6568 cell
lass.campbell@gmail.com

BoatHouse Work Party!
It is almost time for spring cleaning.
We will meet on Saturday, April 2 from 0900-1500 to ship-shape the BoatHouse and Yard. We will wash and
ready boats, rake, toss flotsam and jetsam, and shine up the building for this new and busy season. Bring
gloves, wheelbarrows, yard implements and a chainsaw or two. YOUR HELP is MUCH APPRECIATED. Coffee
and donuts, and a pizza lunch provided.
See you there!
Paul Reynolds

Earth Day
To all Thunderbird Sailing Club members and officers: The Norman Earth Day Festival is this April 24, 12
noon to 5 p.m., and Thunderbird Sailing Club is registered as a participating booth in this increasingly popular
annual event! This year, 2016, our booth may be bigger than ever with added power outlets and a tent provided by the City of Norman's Park and Recreation Department. We will also, as last year, include a TSC/Boat
House OPTI Class Sailboat at our booth — a main attractant! Since we have power outlets this year, we will
be showing slide shows during the festival. If you would like to include your own pictures from a TSC event,
you are welcome to either give me a thumb drive at the March or April TSC general meetings or you can
bring them with you when attending the festival. We will also be giving out a Welcome Bag to the first 100plus visitors. If you wish to add a "Coupon" or "Give Away" to the Welcome bags, please contact me.
Volunteers are needed with organizing, set-up, take-down, and managing the booth. First Registrants/
Volunteers may receive a free t-shirt and all-day refreshments, while supplies last. Should you wish to participate and volunteer to assist with this event or make a donation for the Welcome Bags, you may contact me
at mtgaloob@msn.com or (405) 329-2615.
Teresa Smith Galoob

Sea Scout Ship 5790
Fund Raiser

Sailboat garden ornament (11”x 26”)
Made of durable steel & painted to order.

$45
For more info, contact Skipper Rick at 306-8597

Heading Out for Adventures, Part 3
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie

Greetings, Thunder Sailors,
Thank You to everyone who expressed well
wishes as Joyce and I passed our 50th anniversary. We are now off on a Caribbean
cruise on the Carnival ship Glory. We will
also be visiting some of our northern snowbird friends who nest in Florida during the
winter. I love having and visiting snowbird
friends in southern climes, but I am equally
glad that we live in Oklahoma where we get
to enjoy a not so bad winter and can keep
our boats in the water 365.
We will again miss some club activities, but
we will have everyone in our thoughts. Hoping for great weather all around.
What is Cruising? Cruising is a waterborne pleasure journey embarked on by one or
more people. A cruise may be considered successful if the same number of individuals
who set out on it arrive, in roughly the same condition they set out in, at some piece of
habitable dry land, with or without the boat.

2016 TSC Membership Directory:
You should have received your copy of the new membership directory via email in pdf
format. I plan to have a follow up version in the next several weeks with updates as I
receive them. If for some reason you did not receive, or are have issues downloading
the directory, please let me know.

You!

However, for those who have yet to send theirs in, it is very disappointing to go to my
mailbox and find nothing there. It has been slow going for membership renewals this
year and I am hoping that if you are among those who have yet to return yours, that
you will consider doing so. We really need your support. Thanks!!!
If for some reason you have not received your renewal, or perhaps misplaced yours,
please get in touch with me.
Thank you for all your support. 
See you on the water,
David

If any of your membership
information has changed,
please contact:
David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City, OK 73130
(405) 613-7774
Incipient@msn.com

Thunderbird Sailing
Club membership is a
bargain! Be sure to
renew yours early.
Regular Members
$75 per year
Family Members
$75 per year
Associate Members
$37.50 per year
Student Members
$15 per year

Renewing your TSC membership:
For those who have responded with your annual renewal payment, Thank

Membership
Information

Group Membership
$75 per year

Attention Scouts!
This camp will help you attain the
Small Boat Merit Badge!

KIDS’ COED SAILING DAY-CAMPS
at
THE LAKE THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE
Sailing Smart - Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. til 3 p.m.
Prerequisites: Ages 9-13
Swim 50’ (any stroke) a n d b r i n g your own fitted life
jacket.
Camp Sessions Contacts:
June 13-17
Les Cummings (405) 823-2342
or email cummingslester@gmail.com
June 27-July 2 Phil Moershel (405) 208 -1532
or email pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Fee: $200
“Lots of fun!” say previous campers (2001 thru 2015).
Sailing, kayaking, canoeing, and rowing
Presumes no previous skills, progressive skill training
U.S. Sailing Certified Instructors
Awards and diplomas at course conclusion

Sailing Better - Three-day Intermediate Kids Sailing Camp (Ages 9-14)
Thursday thru S aturd ay. Improve your sailing skills, with an introduction to racing. Prerequisite: Sailing Smart Camp or equivalent experience. 9 a.m. til 3 p.m. daily. Bring your own fitted life jacket.
Camp sessions Contact:
July 14-16
Paul Reynolds (405) 250-2093
o r email par2058@yahoo.com
Fee: $150

Online registration at
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org

Click “Learn To Sail” button
The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse is 1/2 mile north of Little River
Marina on Indian Point Road in Thunderbird State Park, east of
Norman, OK.
Les Cummings

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Vice Commodore Mike Devenitch at
(405) 200-1668 or sentrymike@yahoo.com.

For Sale: 2005 IC-24 CONVERSION FROM J-24
Two suits of sails, NEW
bottom job, Newly painted
hull, boat is currently at
The OKC Boat Club.
$15,000.00 OBO, negotiable price.
Please contact:
Jeff Burke
sailorjb@cox.net
(405) 361-7684 or
Dwight Bays
dwight@onesds.com
(405) 473-0444
...for any questions, pictures, or demo sail.

Lake Thunderbird Readings

Happy Birthday!

Click image for latest data

Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them
Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in
your TSC Membership Directory.
If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did
not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share your special day, please contact
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone (405) 613-7774. Thanks,
David Craigie

March

April

8
13
13
14
15
19
19
19
21
24
24
27
27
30

7
8
12
14
15
19
19
20
26
28
29

Mike Devenitch
Bea Waller
Camisa Stewart
Paul Reynolds
Jacques Landry
Ann Luppens
J. Alva Brockus
Cindy Wood
Catherine Morin
Phil DeBerry
Tim Teel
Emily Schuster
Hadley Jerman
Roger Monroe

Kathy Lawler
Nathan Boren
Helene Miller
Lauren Gibson
Lorrie Sylvester
Cheri Elliott
James Anderson
Keith Campbell
Nita Trotter
Mike Mumford
Jim Kasbohm

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff?
Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter
that includes sailing stories, events, seamanship
and humor. If interested send an email to Bill at
sailorbrains@cox.net or visit the website at
www.sailorBrains.com.
Bill also operates a business that caters to small
boat owners with maintenance problems. Contact
Bill if you are in need of repairs. (405) 922-7787

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with:
United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association
www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org

