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Norman, Oklahoma

Message from Our Commodore
Greetings, Thunder Sailors,
Spring is upon us, and with it warmer sailing weather. We've spent our winter months productively, preparing for the coming sailing season. I encourage everyone to get outside of your
comfort zone and make an effort to seek donors for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Cup
Regatta. It's a truly worthy cause, and James Anderson is working hard to make that a great
event. I am personally seeking corporate sponsors, and hopefully will be taking Jenna Anderson
(no relation to James) up on her offer to accompany me to corporate offices to help solicit donations. If you know of any potential donors who might be interested, but would rather someone else contact them, I'd be happy to contact them.
Keep a weather eye on the Club calendar for upcoming events and classes. The 2nd of April
is a boatyard working party day, and we plan on working on the lake course marks as well. The
18th of April kicks off our weekly racing series. Our Fleet Captain, Melissa Campbell, will be coordinating the weekly racing.
Past Commodore Phil Moershel, Rear Commodore Jason Pudlo, and I attended Oklahoma
City Boat Club's highly informative Club Racing Judge Seminar. We left with additional homework and outstanding tasks remaining to become a certified Judge, but the process is underway.
I spoke last month with the Lake Thunderbird Park Manager Susie Snider. She shared with
me that the State is considering implementing a fee for entry to Lake Thunderbird. This decision is in its preliminary stages, but could come this Fall. It's a revenue driven decision, as the
Park's budget has taken a 60% cut this year. The details are not yet final, regarding daily or annual fees, or even the costs of each. The logistics of trying to collect the fees at Lake Thunderbird’s myriad of entries will present a challenge as well. If you have questions or concerns regarding this proposal, I recommend you contact your State Representative.
Some of the fun of a new (to us) boat is coming up with a suitable
name for the vessel. With our San Juan 21, over the course of several
weeks we considered a number of names. One clue to our boat’s name is
its jarring black and yellow paint scheme. The San Juans are truly children
of the seventies, and are often found with bright livery. My Naval Aviation
background immediately brought to mind the Boeing N3N, the World
War II yellow Training Biplane, nicknamed the Yellow Peril. Good but not
quite. There are also a long line of American warships named Wasp, Hornet, etc., but too insect like. The paint scheme also reminded us of the
Black and Yellow of the Campbell Crest. So various plays on that were
explored. Campbell's Sloup, etc., but again no traction. I searched a bit trying to understand
how the ship icons were incorporated in the Crest, but there was nothing definitive, just an
expeditionary flourish. I briefly considered the swashbuckling Corsair, also an Icon of WW II
Naval Aviation. Given that it is a large and warlike Clan, I wondered, could there be a previously
unknown Campbell Family history of . . . Piracy? No one that knows me would be surprised. A
quick Google search later, and I discovered James Campbell. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy and
served onboard the Constitution and the Niagara under Commodore Perry and the Battle of
Lake Erie. He later relocated to Galveston, and was appointed as Captain of the Concord, and
later the Hotspur, sailing as a privateer with letters of Marquee under Jean Lafitte. So, not just a
Privateer, but an Enlisted to Officer Mustang Captain. Now I really like this guy! As it also happens, one of my favorite nautical tales is "Horatio Hornblower and the Hotspur." Ladies and
Gentlemen, after much deliberation and family discovery, I present the Sailing Vessel (SV)
HOTSPUR.
Fair Winds! Commodore Sends

BoatHouse Work PARTY - Saturday, April 2, 0900-1500
Hey Hey! Spring is upon us and it is time to give the BoatHouse and Yard a good polish. This is going to be an
especially busy year so let's make it look good.
If you would like to work inside, look for Les; outside, look for me. Much work has been done
already by Les, Kerry, Keith and Phil, to name a few. The tractor is running and the Sprint has
been sold. Outside we'll need to re-install some batteries, scrub and wash boats, rake and
shovel debris, and clean up the beach. The prams need to be pulled off and cleaned. I would
like to prepare the Illusion 12 for sale. Keith would like to build two new racing buoys. We
need to move boats around and check the lift for plumb and level.
Coffee, doughnuts and fruit will be available in the morning, and Barbara will make a run for pizza at lunch
time.
This is all about the "joy of common effort", right? (See below)
Boathouse Vision statement, 4/4/2000
The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse will be a non-profit organization dedicated to community service. Through education,
promotion of recreational activities, and the commitment of volunteers and partners, the BoatHouse will offer programs
which build character and lifelong skills, honor the joy of common effort, and advance a greater appreciation of the lake
environment and its potential.

Paul Reynolds, on behalf of Boathouse Manager Barbara Schindler (whose computer is having a little
visit with the Geek Squad).

TSC Potluck and Program
April 16, 2016
Meeting and Potluck: 6:30pm
Program and Theme forthcoming – watch for the email reminder before the meeting.
For inspiration, come celebrate Stress Awareness Day on April 16th as it comes after Tax Day. So, take the
boat out, relax a little, and then join us for the meeting.
As usual, the club will provide beverages, utensils, plates/bowls, etc... Alphabetically-oriented folks, see below:
a-g: appetizers/fruit
h-m: desserts/breads
n-s: main dishes
t-z: veggies (hot and cold)
Jason Pudlo, Rear Commodore

Texas Navy Submarine Recovered from Lake Thunderbird
Norman divers from the Oklahoma Coast Guard took part this morning in a delicate wreck recovery operation to bring to the surface a Texas Navy submarine discovered two weeks ago at
the bottom of Lake Thunderbird.
The Texas Navy U-boat was spotted for the first time by noodlers in mid-March, who then contacted the
authorities. Archaeologists associated with Norman University of Theoretical Studies (NUTS) and master divers from the Oklahoma Coast Guard were mobilized onsite to determine what it was, and they soon realized
that they were dealing with a Texas Navy submarine that sank during World War II.
A wreck recovery vessel of the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (LTEF) was mandated to recover
the boat and bring it back to Norman, where it must be restored before being displayed in a museum. The
divers of the Oklahoma Coast Guard braved the frigid water temperature to attach cables to the wreck for
the recovery operation. The delicate operation took nearly 30 hours to complete, but the submarine was finally brought down on the bank with relative ease.
The submarine was identified as the UX-791, a unique experimental Texas Navy submarine, based on the
U-1200 model, and known to have participated in the “Battle of the Red River.” It was reported missing in
1943 and was believed to have been sunk near the Ouachita coast.
Professor Mark Carpenter, who leads the team of archaeologists, believes that the U-boat could have
traveled up the Little River, all the way to Lake Thunderbird, where it intended to disturb Oklahoma’s economy.
A report dated from February 1943 suggests that the boat could have attacked and destroyed three cargo
ships and two fishing vessels, even damaging the USS Sable (IX-81), an aircraft carrier of the U.S. Navy that
was used for training in Lake Overholtzer, before finally being sunk by anti-sub grenades launched by an Oklahoma frigate.
“We have known for a long time that Texas had sent some of their U-boats into the Red River, but this is
the first proof that they actually reached Lake Thunderbird,” Professor Carpenter told reporters. “This could
explain the mysterious ship disappearances that took place in the region in 1943, and the reported “Battle of
Wichita Falls” which had always been dismissed as a collective hallucination caused by fear.”
The restoration of the submarine could take more than two years, but once completed, the boat is expected to become one of the major tourist attractions of the region.
Phil Moershel, Past Commodore

Calling all skippers!
Trinity Lutheran Church’s English as a Foreign Language
conversation class will meet at the BoatHouse from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 30, to learn about sailing
and water safety, and then to take rides on keelboats,
weather-permitting. The class will kick off with a presentation by Michael Klatt on the basics of sailboat vocabulary
and points of sail—not to mention a few fun, sailingrelated idioms. We’ll have a brief lunch break, and then—
TSC volunteers willing!—the students will take rides on
sailboats through the early afternoon. The English class
this year has included students from China, Taiwan, Korea, Russia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Egypt—and they
can’t wait for what will be, for most of them, their first time on a sailboat. Thank you to all of you who have volunteered your time and boat decks to these students in the past. We appreciate those of you who have come out to welcome and talk with the students on land, too! We hope to see all of you again on April 30! If you would like to participate or have questions, please contact me at (405) 227-7874 or ejerman@ou.edu.
Emily Schuster

To all Thunderbird Sailing Club members and officers: The Norman Earth Day Festival is this April 24, 12 noon to 5
p.m., and Thunderbird Sailing Club is registered as a participating booth in this increasingly popular annual event! This
year, 2016, our booth may be bigger than ever with added power outlets and a tent provided by the City of Norman's
Park and Recreation Department. We will also, as last year, include a TSC/Boat House OPTI Class Sailboat at our booth
— a main attractant! Since we have power outlets this year, we will be showing slide shows during the festival. If you
would like to include your own pictures from a TSC event, you are welcome to either give me a thumb drive at the April
TSC general meeting or you can bring them with you when attending the festival. We will also be giving out a Welcome
Bag to the first 100-plus visitors. If you wish to add a "Coupon" or "Give Away" to the Welcome bags, please contact
me.
Volunteers are needed with organizing, set-up, take-down, and managing the booth. First Registrants/Volunteers may
receive a free t-shirt and all-day refreshments, while supplies last. Should you wish to participate and volunteer to assist with this event or make a donation for the Welcome Bags, you may contact me at mtgaloob@msn.com or (405)
329-2615.
Teresa Smith Galoob

Thunder on the Plains Regatta
Lake Thunderbird, Norman, OK
May 14 - 15, 2016
Division 14/HOBIE Fleet 131

Schedule:

Contact:

Saturday:
Registration – 9:30-10:30am
Skippers Meeting – 11:00am
First Shape – 12:00pm
3-5 Races Thereafter
Sunday:
Skippers Meeting – As Needed
First Shape – 10:00am
2-4 Races Thereafter
Awards – 1 hour after last race

Race Organizer: John Mork @ (405) 229-8817
E-mail: jmork1@cox.net

Authority:
This is a Hobie sanctioned event and all boats
must conform to Hobie factory specified onedesign rules. Races are governed by the ISF 201316 and International HCA racing rules. All competing boats must have one paid member of the
Hobie Class Association, either prior to or at the
event. Proof of insurance must be available upon
request.

Regatta Fees:
To be determined

Accommodations:
Camping available North of Regatta Site
Please search for hotels in the area of I-35 and Main
Street, Norman, OK.

Directions:
From Norman, OK: Take Alameda Eastbound to Indian
Point Rd., then go approximately 1/3 mile North to
Thunderbird Sailing Club (BoatHouse) entrance.

Racing, and Renewing your Membership
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie
Greetings, Thunder Sailors,
As our thoughts turn to a new
season, and Racing…..
Soon we will start our Tuesday night races.
If you are new to sailing, I see this as an opportunity for you to get on the water,
whether you are a boat owner or not. All
that is required is for you to be standing on
the end of the BoatHouse Dock around
5:30ish, life jacket in hand and an eagerness
to sail. Give it a try. You are always welcome. Only on rare occasions will there not
be a vacancy. For questions, contact our
Fleet Captain, Melissa Campbell.

2016 TSC Membership Directory:
You should have received your copy of the new membership directory via email in pdf
format. I plan to have a follow-up version in the next several weeks with updates as I
receive them. If for some reason you did not receive, or are have issues downloading
the Directory, please let me know.

Renewing your TSC membership:
For those who have responded with your annual renewal payment, Thank

You!

However, for those who have yet to send theirs in, it is very disappointing to go to my
mailbox and find nothing there. It has been slow going for membership renewals this
year and I am hoping that if you are among those who have yet to return yours, that
you will consider doing so. We really need your support. Thanks!!!
If for some reason you have not received your renewal, or perhaps misplaced yours,
please get in touch with me.
Thank you for all your support. 
See you on the water,
David

Membership
Information
If any of your membership
information has changed,
please contact:
David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City, OK 73130
(405) 613-7774
Incipient@msn.com

Thunderbird Sailing
Club membership is a
bargain! Be sure to
renew yours early.
Regular Members
$75 per year
Family Members
$75 per year
Associate Members
$37.50 per year
Student Members
$15 per year
Group Membership
$75 per year

June 4 & 5, 2016
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma
The Thunderbird Sailing Club and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society are teaming up for TSC’s First Leukemia Cup Regatta, on June 4 and 5, 2016. This event is a thrilling series of sailing events that combines the
joy of boating with the important task of raising money to cure cancer. Since its inception, the Leukemia
Cup Regatta has raised millions of dollars for lifesaving research and patient services, bringing help and
hope to patients and their families.
Skippers register their boats and recruit friends and colleagues to help crew and to raise funds. Crew members seek donations from friends, family, co-workers and employers to sponsor their boat. National and local event sponsors also support the Leukemia Cup Regatta. Look for links to our online registration, the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) information and donation page, and NOR posted at
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing. Net proceeds from the regatta will be donated to the LLC.
This is going to be a fun event that will raise money to fight cancer. We plan two days of RACING with a
COOKOUT, SILENT AUCTION and LIVE ENTERTAINMENT on Saturday! Registered skippers should look for
an email from LLS that will offer a fundraising page that will help in fundraising efforts. There will be instructions on how to use and customize your page to tell your own story if you choose, and helpful tips on your
fundraising.
So, get your crew together! Come on out and sail, dance, and party for the fight against cancer!
For more information, contact:
James Anderson - Race Committee Chair
(405) 249-1768
jandersonone@gmail.com

Thunderbird Sailing Club Presents
Leukemia Cup Regatta
June 4 & 5, 2016
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma
CLASSES: All keelboat and multihull classes are welcome. Boats shall register in either Multihull, Spinnaker or Nonspinnaker classes. Three or more boats of the same class pre-registered may constitute a one design class. All boats
shall conform to class rules. The primary helmsman of a boat must be a current member of Central States Sailing Association or of another US SAILING Regional Sailing Association if that helmsman resides outside the CSSA Region or a
TSC recognized sailing club.
REGATTA FORMAT: This is a two-day mixed format regatta. One day will be devoted to a long distance race and the
other day to buoy racing (3 races). The race committee will decide at its sole discretion which format will be raced
first. In case of a tie within a class for the regatta, the tie-breaker will go to the lowest scoring boat in that class for the
long distance race.
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2013-2016 Racing Rules of Sailing, and CSSA Sailing
Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix.
SCORING: The PHRF TOT scoring system will be used for keel classes and PHRF for Multihull. The Low Point System
noted in RRS Appendix A will apply. One race completed shall constitute a regatta. RRS rule A2 is amended; no throwouts will be allowed..
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st - 3rd in each Spinnaker, Non-Spinnaker, Multihull, and pre-registered one
design fleet.
FACILITIES: Ramps for all boats are 1 mile north or ½ mile south of Little River Marina. Courtesy docks are adjacent to
the BoatHouse. Beach launching is available at the BoatHouse.
ACCOMMODATIONS: Camping is allowed at Lake Thunderbird State Park. http://www.travelok.com/listings/
view.profile/id.4386 Camping is NOT permitted on the BoatHouse grounds. Showers and toilets are available at the
BoatHouse. There are numerous hotels in the Norman area.
DIRECTIONS: From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road south to Alameda
Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north)
to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
From the South: I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th Ave. to Alameda
Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north)
to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east).
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ll=35.238732,-97.237834&spn=0.004443,0.009645&t=h&z=17
FEES: $50.00 suggested registration for Skipper and Boat/ $75.00 after June 1, 2016. $10.00 for each crew member.
No charge for after-race entertainment. All net proceeds will be donated to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
REGISTRATION: May 1 – June 1 Please complete registration online at:
http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing/leukemia-cup-regatta/
After June 1, registration may be completed at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, June 3, 4 & 5.
STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.

(Continued next page)

DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY: Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See rule 4, Decision to Race.
The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta.
INFORMATION: James Anderson, (405) 249-1768, jandersonone@gmail.com
SCHEDULE:
Friday, June 3
18:00 – 20:00 Launching and registration
June 4, 2015
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts
10:30 Registration ends
10:45 Competitors' Meeting
11:20 Harbor Gun
11:50 Warning Signal 1st start
Warning signals for subsequent races ASAP after previous finish
17:00 Refreshments: Hamburgers, hot dogs, sides, beverages and live entertainment
Sunday June 5
10:00 Competitors' Meeting
10:30 Harbor Gun
11:00 Warning Signal 1st start of Distance race
17:00 Trophy presentation

45+
Regattas
Nationwide

Invest more than
50 Million+
in cancer research

11,000+
sailors, friends
and sponsors

NOW IS THE TIME!
It's time to get started on your fund raising to fight cancer!
Register your boat now and you will receive your packet with all the incentives and a lot of great ideas to
help you with your own fund raising campaign. Members who don't have a boat but would like to start their
own fund raising campaign can go here. There's a lot of great tips and you can view a very inspiring video
here.
If you have any items for the silent auction please contact Lorrie, Lorrane-Sylvester@ouhsc.edu
We are still looking for someone to print the t-shirts and posters. If anyone knows someone that can do this
and give us a good price, and anyone that would like to volunteer in any way in the regatta, please contact
me at jandersonone@gmail.com
So Join Us In Fighting Cancer! With the help of organizations like The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, more
people survive cancer than die from cancer. We are winning the fight and your efforts will help win the
battle!
James Anderson, Leukemia Cup Chair

Leukemia Cup Regatta
June 4 & 5, 2016
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma
Regatta Entry Form

Skipper’s Name: _____________________ Phone: ____________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _______________________ State: ________ Zip: ________________
Email: _________________________________________________________
Boat Class: ____________________ Sail Number: ____________________
Boat Name: ____________________ Home Club: _____________________
CIRCLE ONE: I wish to enter as a member of the
SPINNAKER

NON-SPINNAKER

MULTIHULL

ONE DESIGN fleet

I certify that my boat conforms to the (above) Class rules as to sails, spars, hull measurements, propulsion, and all other class
rules: Yes___ No___

LIABILITY RELEASE AGREEMENT: In consideration of my registration in the regatta, and recognizing the risks associated with the
sport of sailing, the undersigned hereby waives all claims for personal injury and property damage and hereby releases the Thunderbird Sailing Club, and their directors, officers, members, employees, and the regatta volunteers and sponsors, of and from any
and all claims, including those of negligence and gross negligence, which I or my crew might have, arising out of my participation
in the regatta and all activities relating thereto.

Skipper’s Signature:___________________________________Date___________________

Regatta entry fee:
$50.00 registration for Skipper
and Boat/ $75.00 (after June 1)
Crew # ____ @ $10 each
(no charge for youth 12 and under)
Total
Make checks payable to Thunderbird Sailing Club
May 1 – June 1 Please complete registration on-line at
http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing/leukemia-cup-regatta/

$

$
$

Sea Scout Ship 5790
Fund Raiser

Sailboat garden ornament (11”x 26”)
Made of durable steel & painted to order.

$45
For more info, contact Skipper Rick at 306-8597

Attention Scouts!
This camp will help you attain the
Small Boat Merit Badge!

KIDS’ COED SAILING DAY-CAMPS
at
THE LAKE THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE
Sailing Smart - Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. til 3 p.m.
Prerequisites: Ages 9-13
Swim 50’ (any stroke) a n d b r i n g your own fitted life
jacket.
Camp Sessions Contacts:
June 13-17
Les Cummings (405) 823-2342
or email cummingslester@gmail.com
June 27-July 2 Phil Moershel (405) 208 -1532
or email pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
Fee: $200
“Lots of fun!” say previous campers (2001 thru 2015).
Sailing, kayaking, canoeing, and rowing
Presumes no previous skills, progressive skill training
U.S. Sailing Certified Instructors
Awards and diplomas at course conclusion

Sailing Better - Three-day Intermediate Kids Sailing Camp (Ages 9-14)
Thursday thru S aturd ay. Improve your sailing skills, with an introduction to racing. Prerequisite: Sailing Smart Camp or equivalent experience. 9 a.m. til 3 p.m. daily. Bring your own fitted life jacket.
Camp sessions Contact:
July 14-16
Paul Reynolds (405) 250-2093
o r email par2058@yahoo.com
Fee: $150

Online registration at
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org

Click “Learn To Sail” button
The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse is 1/2 mile north of Little River
Marina on Indian Point Road in Thunderbird State Park, east of
Norman, OK.
Les Cummings

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Vice Commodore Mike Devenitch at
(405) 200-1668 or sentrymike@yahoo.com.

For Sale: 2005 IC-24 CONVERSION FROM J-24
Two suits of sails, NEW
bottom job, Newly painted
hull, boat is currently at
The OKC Boat Club.
$15,000.00 OBO, negotiable price.
Please contact:
Jeff Burke
sailorjb@cox.net
(405) 361-7684 or
Dwight Bays
dwight@onesds.com
(405) 473-0444
...for any questions, pictures, or demo sail.

Lake Thunderbird Readings

Happy Birthday!

Click image for latest data

Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them
Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in
your TSC Membership Directory.
If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did
not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share your special day, please contact
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone (405) 613-7774. Thanks,
David Craigie

May

April
7
8
12
14
15
19
19
20
26
28
29

Kathy Lawler
Nathan Boren
Helene Miller
Lauren Gibson
Lorrie Sylvester
Cheri Elliott
James Anderson
Keith Campbell
Nita Trotter
Mike Mumford
Jim Kasbohm

1
4
9
13
14
15
17
22
24
28
29
30
31

Sarah Griswold
Bill Brackett
Rick Shaw
Cleo Haines
Pam Bradford
Neal Schuster
George Morin
Kathy Anderson
Kristen Maupin
Michael Ozmun
Jerry Lojka
Max Waldrop
Mike Kelly

A Note from Paul Reynolds
For anyone interested in helping build our SJ 21
fleet, there is one for sale in Dallas. See it here:
http://dallas.craigslist.org/dal/
boa/5414941305.html

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff?
Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter
that includes sailing stories, events, seamanship
and humor. If interested send an email to Bill at
sailorbrains@cox.net or visit the website at
www.sailorBrains.com.
Bill also operates a business that caters to small
boat owners with maintenance problems. Contact
Bill if you are in need of repairs. (405) 922-7787

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with:
United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association
www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org

