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Thunderbird Sailing Club  May 1, 2016 Norman, Oklahoma 

Greetings, Thunder Sailors! 
As I write this, we are hunkering down for the first potential Tornado Watch of the 

year. Storm shelter prepared, ponies snug in stalls, vehicles tucked in the barn and out-
side furniture secure. Commence the Gary England drinking game. Hoping we did all 
this work for naught. Or is it truly for nothing? Once, in a bar (naturally, I am a sailor), 
on travel in Pensacola, my family safely ensconced in the storm shelter back home in 
Oklahoma, with the Weather Channel on screen, I was asked by a native Floridian how 
we could possibly deal with the tornado threat. I replied that they are rather well fore-
cast, and the damage, while devastating, was limited to city block areas. As opposed to 
the county wide devastation that visits the coasts when a hurricane makes landfall. 
The Floridians were unimpressed by my reasoning. I actually believe that being pre-
pared for the threat of tornadoes imposes a discipline and interdependence on the 
Sooner State. Just as the our Sailing Club is stronger for having faced the adversity of 
flooding and tornadoes, I am certain that Sooners are more resilient in the face of the 
manageable threat of Oklahoma weather. Sooner sailors should be weather aware and 
take appropriate precautions. Further, our racing fleet has shown flexibility and resili-
ence adjusting our schedule to the prevailing conditions. 

Great thanks to everyone who put in the hard work of preparing our BoatHouse 
for Spring. Please put in some time and effort in preparing for the first annual Leuke-
mia Cup Regatta!  

Break Break.  
This is the first installment of the Voyages of the Sailing Vessel, Sooner Fi. In its 

twelvish year mission to educate her skipper and crew, she has continuously sought 
out new shorelines and climes. We purchased our Merit 22 from Lake Geneva, Wiscon-
sin. I looked for a Merit 22, having sailed on Earl Carpenter’s Merit 25. I was interested 
in the trailerablility and sailing qualities. Its first sailing journey was to Lake Thunder-
bird. I won’t mention its purchased name, only to say that it was soon changed. Our 
first sail on Thunderbird was a success, and I have enjoyed the boat ever since its very 
first tack.  

Our first sailing venture from Thunderbird was to Lake Texoma. We stayed at 
Shepherd AFB Recreational Annex, on the south side of Texoma. We launched and en-
joyed the lake, wondering if our mast would pass under the bridge. We explored the 
islands and restaurants. Wrapping up our weekend, we docked our boat back on the 
trailer, taking note of the overhead power lines. My trusty Toyota’s starter chose this 
precise moment to fail me. . . thankfully it was manual transmission. Executing one of 
my best automotive moves ever, I roll-started the 4Runner backing down the ramp. 
Yut. Being careful not to stall the vehicle all the way back to Norman, we completed 
the trip. We may have also learned about the importance of trailer tires . . . having 
blown a few passenger tires on the way home. Sooner Fi made her crew all the better 
for having taken the trip. Next installment, Corpus Christi . . . 
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TSC Potluck and Program 
May 21, 2016 

 

Meeting and Potluck: 6:00pm  
 
Fiesta! With Cinco de Mayo behind us and spring sailing in full swing, it seems like a good time to cele-
brate. Bring your favorite Mexican-inspired dishes and desserts and enjoy a great time with other club mem-
bers. As usual, the club will provide beverages, utensils, plates/bowls, etc. Alphabetically-oriented folks, see 
below. Of course, these are just suggestions and anyone may bring anything. 
 
a-g: veggies (hot and cold) 
h-m: appetizers/fruit 
n-s: desserts/breads 
t-z: main dishes 
 
Did you know: Cinco de Mayo comes to us from the 
Mexican victory over French forces in 1862, which was 
also the last time a North American country was invaded 
by a European nation? 
 
Jason Pudlo, Rear Commodore 

Welcome New Members to TSC 

We were privileged to have several new member during the past month.  
 
Please welcome aboard John and Janet Mork, and Mark and Jamie Benge, all from Oklahoma City. John and Mark are 
both members of the Hobie Fleet that has recently become affiliated with the BoatHouse . We look forward to hosting 
their regattas here. We welcome you and hope that you will become active members in TSC. 
 
Also, we would like to welcome the most recent graduates of Skipper Rick’s keel boat 
class. They have all been awarded a Complimentary Associate membership for the re-
mainder of the year. Please welcome them. 
 
Glenn & Julia Flansburg from Moore 
Eddie Lao from Norman 
Maricel Spelling 
Dean Kirton from Piedmont 
Jim & Judy Chapman who are currently members of TSC 
 
We hope that you will all become active members and come to events as your schedule 
permits. 
 
See you on the water, 
David Craigie 



 

 

City of Norman's EARTH DAY Festival 2016 a Big Success! 
Many Thanks to Jason Pudlo for his full participation, with the assistance of Mike Galoob! 
The Optimist, brought by Jason and family, on site, was a huge hit with many visitors making their way across the park to 

check out the actual sailboat and enjoy an Intro to Sailing for Kids from Jason and Mike. 
Many parents and adults also took an interest, or were interested in rekindling an old interest in sailing! Information was 

offered on both Kids’ Camp and adult classes and referrals to the Thunderbird Sailing Club website at Thunderbirdsailingclub.org. 
Our TSC Banner flew high and was very noticeable! 

I, myself was temporarily absent from the booth, with my usual involvement in my other interests, however I understand that 
one of the best visitors to the TSC booth, even giving a sit in the boat a whirl was a giant squirrel!! (Yes, the SAME squirrel made 
famous in the Mike Hosty Tornado song! By the way, Mike Hosty did make an appearance on stage with his many entertaining 
songs about Norman life and Oklahoma!) This was followed by "Publico Werks," a wonderful band consisting of Norman's own 
Public Works employees! These were among so many additional venues that add to the quality of life in Norman! 

Many thanks to the staff with Norman Parks and Recreation as well, who always do a first class job of hosting their volunteers! 
We enjoyed a free lunch, snacks, water, t.shirt and bag w/goodies, and shade tent and furnishings, all day long!  

If you missed it — and we missed you, too — there's always next year!! 

Teresa Smith-Galoob 

Thunderbirdsailingclub.org


 

 

Volunteer Needed! 
Lorrie Sylvester is unable to continue as coordinator of the Leukemia Cup Auction due to prior commit-
ments. This is a very important part of the overall event and fund raising, and we need your help! Please 
contact James Anderson at (405) 249-1768 or jandersonone@gmail.com to learn more about this great vol-
unteer opportunity. Lorrie is also willing to help you get started. She can be reached at Lorraine-
Sylvester@ouhsc.edu . Thanks!  

From Our Vice Commodore 

Greetings, Sailors! 
 
I’m looking for ideas and things you would like to see this year for a speaker, program or presentation at our 
monthly meeting. Do you have a friend or know someone that could give a presentation? Drop me a line at 
sentrymike@yahoo.com with all your ideas. Thanks! v/r Mike Devenitch, Vice Commodore 

Fleet Captain’s Report 

April has gotten off to a slow start. The first two races have been cancelled due to weather. Make-up days 
are Wednesdays if Tuesday is not favorable for racing. Please contact me if you would like to be included in 
the weekly group text. 
 
If you would like to sponsor the weekly race, you can pick how the race will start. For example, LeMans start, 
racing rules of sailing start, handicap start or GPS start. 
 
After-race meeting at the Little River Marina dock. 
 
Cell (405) 637-6568 
lass.campbell@gmail.com       Melissa Campbell, Fleet Captain 
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TSC in the Norman Transcript 

The Norman Transcript has published an article about the Thunderbird Sailing Club! Here’s a link to the arti-

cle online: http://www.normantranscript.com/section/livenorman/enjoying-the-water/article_24f2289e-

0d73-11e6-98e3-33c408335488.html As an added bonus, we have been assured that the more views the arti-

cle receives, the better the chances of the Transcript publishing more sailing-related articles, so click away! 

Here are the photos we provided for the article…      David Craigie 
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Thunder on the Plains Regatta 
Lake Thunderbird, Norman, OK 

May 14 - 15, 2016 
Division 14/HOBIE Fleet 131 

Schedule: 
Saturday: 
 Registration – 9:30-10:30am 

Skippers Meeting – 11:00am 
 First Shape – 12:00pm 
  3-5 Races Thereafter 
Sunday: 
 Skippers Meeting – As Needed 
 First Shape – 10:00am 
  2-4 Races Thereafter 
 Awards – 1 hour after last race 
 

Authority: 
This is a Hobie sanctioned event and all boats 
must conform to Hobie factory specified one-
design rules. Races are governed by the ISF 2013-
16 and International HCA racing rules. All com-
peting boats must have one paid member of the 
Hobie Class Association, either prior to or at the 
event. Proof of insurance must be available upon 
request. 

Contact: 
Race Organizer: John Mork @ (405) 229-8817 
E-mail: jmork1@cox.net 
 

Regatta Fees: 
To be determined 
 

Accommodations: 
Camping available North of Regatta Site 
 
Please search for hotels in the area of I-35 and Main 
Street, Norman, OK. 
 

Directions: 
From Norman, OK: Take Alameda Eastbound to Indian 
Point Rd., then go approximately 1/3 mile North to 
Thunderbird Sailing Club (BoatHouse) entrance. 
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Greetings, Thunder Sailors, 
Summer is growing closer and as I ready our 
Hunter 26, Incipient, for our trip to the Tex-
as 200 in June with Bobby Cockerham and 
Paul Reynolds, I am growing increasingly 
excited. If you don’t know what the Texas 
200 is, Google it and look at the float plan. 
This is not a trip for the faint of heart. 

Shortly after returning from Texas, Joyce 
and I will be repacking Incipient for our an-
nual trek north to the North Channel in the 
upper reaches of Lake Huron in Canada. 
Joyce did not go with me last year and that 
opened the door to invite others. 

It was a sincere delight to have Ted Streuli 
and son Ray with me for a week. Then Jim 
Eller and Jim Waller were with me for al-

most two weeks and we did some sailing to die for. Lastly, but certainly not least, was a 
one week visit from our own Phil Moershel and Paul Reynolds. 

If the summer goes as planned, we will be aboard Incipient until the end of August. I get 
to stay later this year now that I have given up driving the school bus and we will not 
have a grandchild with us. But we will have the company of Jim Eller for a few weeks 
during the annual Trailer/Sailor cruise in August. 

We will be gone for the summer, but we will be in contact and watching what is going 
on at the BoatHouse. 

Renewing your TSC membership 

If you have still not sent in your dues renewal, I am asking you kindly to please do so. 
We really do need your support. Thanks. 

For those who have responded with your annual renewal payment, Thank You! 

If for some reason you have not received your renewal, or perhaps misplaced yours, 
please get in touch with me. 

Thank you for all your support.  

See you on the water, 
David 

Summer Activities 
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie 

Thunderbird Sailing 
Club membership is a 
bargain! Be sure to 
renew yours early. 
 

Regular Members 
$75 per year 
 
Family Members 
$75 per year 
 
Associate Members 
$37.50 per year 
 
Student Members 
$15 per year 
 
Group Membership 
$75 per year 

Membership 
Information 

 
If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact: 
 
David Craigie 
9100 Pine Creek Dr. 
Midwest City, OK 73130 
(405) 613-7774 
Incipient@msn.com 



 

 

Notice of Race 

CSSA Spring Regatta 
May, 21-22, 2016 

A CSSA Sanctioned Open Regatta 
Oklahoma City Boat Club 

1. Rules 
The regatta will be governed by current rules as defined in 2013-2016 The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS). 

2. Eligibility 
The Skipper must be a member of CSSA, or another US Sailing regional sailing assoc. if skipper resides outside CSSA region. 
Membership $10.00. Join at time of registration if not already a member.  

3. Registration 
3.1 Registration will be in the OCBC clubhouse 05/20 from 1700-2000 and 05/21 from 0800-1000. For planning purposes 
 (trophies, meals, etc.), please e-mail Daniel Camp faydan1@msn.com with boat class and number of crew. 
3.2 Entry fee for this regatta is $25.00 per boat, includes skipper $5.00 each for crew up to 3, no charge for more than 3. 
US Sailing members receive $5.00 discount. Fee includes continental breakfast Sat.and Sun morning. Beer and sodas after 

the races. Please provide your own lunch and on-the-water drinks. Saturday evening meal $ 10.00 

4. Schedule of Events 
Friday, May 20, 2016         1700-2000     Registration 
Saturday, May21, 2016     0800-1000     Registration 
                                              1000------        Skippers’ meeting 
                                              1100------        First warning signal — 3 races 
Sunday, May 22, 2016      1100------        First warning signal — 2 races — No races started after 1200 

5. Sailing Instructions  

The official Sailing Instructions will be available at registration. 

6. Venue 
The regatta will be conducted on Lake Hefner in northwest Oklahoma City by the Oklahoma City Boat Club. OCBC offers two  
hoists for launching as well as two ramps. There is plenty of room for trailer parking and camping is permitted on the grounds. 
Restrooms and showers are available in the clubhouse. Many restaurants and hotels within a few blocks. 

7. Courses 
The courses shall be described in the Sailing Instructions.  

8. Scoring 

8.1 Five races are scheduled 
8.2 One competed race constitutes a regatta  
8.3 Low point system 1 for 1st, 2 for 2nd, 3 for 3rd etc. DNF=number of finishers in fleet; DNS=number of entries in fleet  
DSQ=number of entries in fleet plus 1 point. Boats must have sail number to compete. 

9. Trophies 
9.1 4 boats make a fleet . 3 tropies per class  
9.2 Handicapping; the current Lake Hefner PHRF System will be used for keel boats, Portsmouth for centerboards and mul-
tihull 

10. Disclaimer of Liability 
Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See RRS4Decision to Race. Neither the organizing authority  
 nor the host organization will accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction 

 with or prior to, during, or after the regatta. 
  

 For more information contact Daniel Camp (405) 820-0781 faydan1@msn.com 
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Knot of the Month – Anchor Bend 
The Anchor Bend is a modification of two half hitches. It can be used to bend a line onto an anchor ring or tie a line to a post or 
dock eye with more security than two half hitches. This is a much better due to the fact friction from the additional turn around the 
ring or post makes a tight lock to keep your sailboat in place. It also "spreads" the chafe over two turns. 
 
To tie an anchor bend: 

 Make two parallel turns through a ring (or around a post). 

 Next, bring the bitter end up, over the two loops and pass it through them. 

 Then, pass the bitter end under the standing part, up, over it, and through the loop just made. 

 For permanent applications, it wise to lash the bitter end to the standing part. 

 80% - 90% line breaking strength remaining. 

Learn more at:  
http://thepirateking.com/knots/knot_hitch_anchor.htm  

Mike Devenitch, Vice Commodore 

http://thepirateking.com/knots/knot_hitch_anchor.htm


 

 

June 4 & 5, 2016 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 

 

The Thunderbird Sailing Club and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society are teaming up for TSC’s First Leuke-
mia Cup Regatta, on June 4 and 5, 2016. This event is a thrilling series of sailing events that combines the 
joy of boating with the important task of raising money to cure cancer. Since its inception, the Leukemia 
Cup Regatta has raised millions of dollars for lifesaving research and patient services, bringing help and 
hope to patients and their families.  

Skippers register their boats and recruit friends and colleagues to help crew and to raise funds. Crew mem-
bers seek donations from friends, family, co-workers and employers to sponsor their boat. National and lo-
cal event sponsors also support the Leukemia Cup Regatta. Look for links to our online registration, the Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) information and donation page, and NOR posted at 
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing. Net proceeds from the regatta will be donated to the LLC.  
 
This is going to be a fun event that will raise money to fight cancer. We plan two days of RACING with a 
COOKOUT, SILENT AUCTION and LIVE ENTERTAINMENT on Saturday! Registered skippers should look for 
an email from LLS that will offer a fundraising page that will help in fundraising efforts. There will be instruc-
tions on how to use and customize your page to tell your own story if you choose, and helpful tips on your 
fundraising.  
  
So, get your crew together! Come on out and sail, dance, and party for the fight against cancer!  

For more information, contact:  

James Anderson - Race Committee Chair  

(405) 249-1768 

jandersonone@gmail.com 

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing
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Thunderbird Sailing Club Presents 

Leukemia Cup Regatta 

June 4 & 5, 2016 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 
 
CLASSES: All keelboat and multihull classes are welcome. Boats shall register in either Multihull, Spinnaker or Non-
spinnaker classes. Three or more boats of the same class pre-registered may constitute a one design class. All boats 
shall conform to class rules. The primary helmsman of a boat must be a current member of Central States Sailing As-
sociation or of another US SAILING Regional Sailing Association if that helmsman resides outside the CSSA Region or a 
TSC recognized sailing club. 
 
REGATTA FORMAT: This is a two-day mixed format regatta. One day will be devoted to a long distance race and the 
other day to buoy racing (3 races). The race committee will decide at its sole discretion which format will be raced 
first. In case of a tie within a class for the regatta, the tie-breaker will go to the lowest scoring boat in that class for the 
long distance race. 
 
RULES: The race will be governed by the Rules as defined in the 2013-2016 Racing Rules of Sailing, and CSSA Sailing 
Instructions with supplemental Local Appendix. 
 
SCORING: The PHRF TOT scoring system will be used for keel classes and PHRF for Multihull. The Low Point System 
noted in RRS Appendix A will apply. One race completed shall constitute a regatta. RRS rule A2 is amended; no throw-
outs will be allowed.. 
 
TROPHIES: Trophies will be presented to 1st - 3rd in each Spinnaker, Non-Spinnaker, Multihull, and pre-registered one 
design fleet.  
 
FACILITIES: Ramps for all boats are 1 mile north or ½ mile south of Little River Marina. Courtesy docks are adjacent 
to the BoatHouse. Beach launching is available at the BoatHouse. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS: Camping is allowed at Lake Thunderbird State Park. http://www.travelok.com/listings/
view.profile/id.4386 Camping is NOT permitted on the BoatHouse grounds. Showers and toilets are available at the 
BoatHouse. There are numerous hotels in the Norman area. 
 
DIRECTIONS: From the North: I-35 south to I-40, then east to Choctaw Road exit; Choctaw Road south to Alameda 
Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north) 
to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east). 
From the South: I-35 north to State Highway 9, then east on S.H. 9 to 84th Avenue; north on 84th Ave. to Alameda 
Street; east on Alameda to Lake Thunderbird State Park and until the road starts to enter the lake. Turn left (north) 
to the Regatta site, which will be the first right (east). 
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ll=35.238732,-97.237834&spn=0.004443,0.009645&t=h&z=17 
 
FEES: $50.00 suggested registration for Skipper and Boat/ $75.00 after June 1, 2016. $10.00 for each crew member. 
No charge for after-race entertainment. All net proceeds will be donated to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 
 
REGISTRATION: May 1 – June 1 Please complete registration online at: 
http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing/leukemia-cup-regatta/ 
 
After June 1, registration may be completed at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, June 3, 4 & 5. 
 
STATE LAW requires that all boats have a copy of their registration aboard.  (Continued next page) 
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DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY: Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See rule 4, Decision to 
Race. The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in 
conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta. 
 
INFORMATION: James Anderson, (405) 249-1768, jandersonone@gmail.com 
 
SCHEDULE:  
 
Friday, June 3 
18:00 – 20:00 Launching and registration 
 
June 4, 2015 
08:30 Registration, coffee, donuts 
10:30 Registration ends 
10:45 Competitors' Meeting 
11:20 Harbor Gun 
11:50 Warning Signal 1st start  
Warning signals for subsequent races ASAP after previous finish 
17:00 Refreshments: Hamburgers, hot dogs, sides, beverages and live entertainment 
 
Sunday June 5 
10:00 Competitors' Meeting 
10:30 Harbor Gun 
11:00 Warning Signal 1st start of Distance race 
17:00 Trophy presentation 

Hello, TSC Members!!! 
James here to remind you that the Leukemia Cup is just a few weeks away and you can register your boat now and you 
will get your online fund raising pages from LLS. If you don't have a boat you can still register for your own fund raising 
pages! To register ,just click on this link. It's Easy!!! http://www.leukemiacup.org/ok/ You will find all the LLS guidelines 
facts, fund raising guide, tips, and ideas. And some great incentives like a Fantasy Sail with Gary Jobson at Newport 
Beach and lots of cool stuff from the national sponsors too! 
 
We are now collecting items for our Silent Auction and donors can make an invoice with the value of that item and a 
balance of zero on the invoice for your tax records. 
 

We Need Volunteers To Help With The Regatta! 
Anyone can help us no matter how big or small. We need help with the auction, food, registration, t-shirts, safety and 
spectator boats, photo/video, and other tasks. Please call, email, or text me if you can help. 
 
Thank You! 
jandersonone@gmail.com 

(405) 249-1768        James Anderson, Leukemia Cup Chair 

45+ 

Regattas 

Nationwide 

Invest more than 

50 Million+ 

in cancer research 

11,000+ 

sailors, friends 

and sponsors 
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 Leukemia Cup Regatta 

June 4 & 5, 2016 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma 

Regatta Entry Form 

 

Skipper’s Name: _____________________ Phone: ____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________ State: ________ Zip: ________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________________ 

Boat Class: ____________________ Sail Number: ____________________ 

Boat Name: ____________________ Home Club: _____________________ 

CIRCLE ONE: I wish to enter as a member of the 

SPINNAKER  NON-SPINNAKER MULTIHULL  ONE DESIGN fleet 

 

I certify that my boat conforms to the (above) Class rules as to sails, spars, hull measurements, propulsion, and all other class 
rules: Yes___ No___  

  

LIABILITY RELEASE AGREEMENT: In consideration of my registration in the regatta, and recognizing the risks associated with the 
sport of sailing, the undersigned hereby waives all claims for personal injury and property damage and hereby releases the Thun-
derbird Sailing Club, and their directors, officers, members, employees, and the regatta volunteers and sponsors, of and from any 
and all claims, including those of negligence and gross negligence, which I or my crew might have, arising out of my participation 
in the regatta and all activities relating thereto.  

 

Skipper’s Signature:___________________________________Date___________________ 

 

 

    Make checks payable to Thunderbird Sailing Club 

 

May 1 – June 1 Please complete registration on-line at  

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing/leukemia-cup-regatta/ 

Regatta entry fee: $50.00 registration for Skipper 
and Boat/ $75.00 (after June 1) 

 $ 

Crew # ____ @ $10 each 

    (no charge for youth 12 and under) 

 

 $ 

          Total  $ 

http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing/leukemia-cup-regatta/


 

 

Need Help "Seeing" the Wind? 

Everything you should know about ticklers (telltales). By "Uncle Al" of Wayfarer-International.org 

Ticklers are going to annoy you each time you sail, if you don't make a little effort to get the right kind and to install them the best 

way. 

Materials: I have found that sticking ticklers onto the sail with tape (see lower ticklers in the photo above) is the easiest but not the 

best way to install them because their loose ends tend to get stuck on the tape at inopportune moments. Also, ticklers made from 

spinnaker cloth or better yet, your favourite Elvis tape, may be the lightest and most wind sensitive, but they too, are not - in my 

experience - the best choice. When they get wet (rain or spray), they stick to the sail cloth "forever"!! No, the ideal solution is virgin 

wool "sewn" into your sail. The virgin wool (of a nice, dark colour so that you can better see the leeward tickler through the sail 

cloth!) is water resistant due to its oil content and will fly again very soon after a soaking. 

Installation: To start with, I get a sailmaker's needle with an eye that will - grudgingly - accept wool's thickness. When I couldn't find 

my wife's needle threader, I put a loop of thread through the needle's eye, inserted the end of the wool through the thread loop, 

and then used the thread to pull the wool through the needle eye. This was enough of a pain that I made sure I cut off a length of 

wool (three or four feet) which was certain to avoid my having to do more threading and to be more than enough to make eight 

four-inch ticklers (6 for the jib luff, and one each for the main and jib leech - well, if you want to get technical, three luff ticklers @ 8 

inches/20 cm, half of that length showing on each side of the sail). 

Jib luff ticklers: We have three "sets" of 4-inch luff ticklers located at approximately quarter, half, and three-quarter height. It is 

more important to keep these ticklers away from seams that can snag them, than to have them exactly at quarter height, etc. It is 

important, however, to have all three ticklers the same distance in from the leading edge of the jib (to avoid confusing readings). 

That distance should be just far enough aft of the luff sleeve stitching to keep tickler ends from being able to snag.  

Having marked the desired location for our three luff ticklers on the jib luff's cloth, we now use the needle to thread the first tickler 

through the cloth such that 4" of loose end remain on one side of the sail. Next, we cut the wool such that there will also be 4" on 

the other side of the cloth. All that now remains to be done is to tie into the wool an overhand knot (above) close to each side of 

the cloth to keep our tickler centered with 4" on each side of the sail. Note: Until I used the blunt end of the needle as a fulcrum 

inside the loop of the overhand knot, I had trouble working the knot as close to the cloth as I would have liked.  

Leech ticklers: On our main, we use just one wind tuft (tickler), on the leech near the upper batten. The jib leech tickler also goes at 

about 3/4 height, far enough above or below the spreader to avoid entanglements as much as is reasonably possible. The leech 

tickler attachment procedure is as follows:  

1. Put a figure 8 or overhand knot in the long loose end of the wool. 

2. Slide the needle inside the fold of cloth at the trailing edge of the 

leech between two of the stitch holes, letting the needle come out 

through the folded cloth at the very aft end of the leech. 

3. Pull through until the stopper knot is wedged safely inside the fold 

where it will not catch the rest of the tickler. 

4. Cut wool to leave a tickler of the desired length. 

Paul Reynolds 

Wayfarer-International.org


 

 

Sea Scout Ship 5790 
Fund Raiser 

 

Sailboat garden ornament (11”x 26”) 

Made of durable steel & painted to order. 

$45 

For more info, contact Skipper Rick at 306-8597 



 

 

Just FYI 
 

Big Catch Fishing Tournament - May 21, 2016 

Lake Thunderbird State Park 
100 Calypso Cove Marina 
Norman, OK 73026  
 
Head out to the Big Catch Fishing Tournament for a day of fishing fun. This family-friendly event is 
held at beautiful Lake Thunderbird in Norman. All anglers with a valid Oklahoma fishing license are 
welcome to join in, so set your alarm early because registration begins before the sun comes up. An-
glers can fish from docks, boats and the shore at Lake Thunderbird, and all fish must be caught from a 
rod and reel or pole. Winners of the event will take home bragging rights, cash and prizes. 
 
http://www2.mda.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=108642 
 
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.19098/event.12572?utm_source=State%20Parks%
20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=May 
 

 

Turtle Feeding - May 28, 2016 

Lake Thunderbird State Park 
13101 Alameda Dr 
Norman, OK 73026  
 
Phone: (405) 360-3572 or (405) 366-8150 
 
Head to the Lake Thunderbird Nature Center for a fun time watching park staff feed the different types of turtles that live in the 
area. Bring a camera along to capture shots of both aquatic and terrestrial turtles as they come out to feed. If you have overripe 
fruits, vegetables, worms or crickets, feel free to bring them along and join in on the activities. 
 
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.22822/event.12832?utm_source=State%20Parks%
20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=May 
 

 

THUNDERBIRD SPLASH-N-DASH — May 8 

Details & Registration 

Lake Thunderbird, Norman, OK (BoatHouse), 10:30 a.m. start 

Contact: Piers Hale, (405) 923-0151 

500 Yd Swim/2 Mi Run 

http://www.triokc.org/?page_id=3 
 

 

C.A.S.T. for Kids 

This is a C.A.S.T. for Kids event designed to provide children with disabilities, ages 5 - 17, the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a quality outdoor recreational experience through the sport of fishing. Take to the 
water with C.A.S.T. for an unforgettable morning of fishing and boating! 
 
http://castforkids.org/event/lakethunderbird/ 
 

Mike Devenitch, Vice Commodore 

http://www2.mda.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=108642
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.19098/event.12572?utm_source=State%20Parks%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=May
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.19098/event.12572?utm_source=State%20Parks%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=May
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.22822/event.12832?utm_source=State%20Parks%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=May
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.22822/event.12832?utm_source=State%20Parks%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=May
http://www.triokc.org/?page_id=3
http://castforkids.org/event/lakethunderbird/


 

 

 KIDS’ COED SAILING DAY-CAMPS  
at 

THE LAKE THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE 
 

 
Prerequisites: Ages 9-13 

Swim 50’ (any stroke) and br ing  your own fitted life 
jacket. 

 
Camp Sessions Contacts: 
June 13-17 Les Cummings (405) 823-2342 
  or email cummingslester@gmail.com 
June 27-July 2 Phil Moershel (405) 208 -1532 
  or email pmoershel@sbcglobal.net 
Fee: $200 
 
“Lots of fun!” say previous campers (2001 thru 2015). 
 
Sailing, kayaking, canoeing, and rowing 
 
Presumes no previous skills, progressive skill training 
 
U.S. Sailing Certified Instructors
 
Awards and diplomas at course conclusion 

 

Sailing Better - Three-day Intermediate Kids Sailing Camp (Ages 9-14) 

Thursday thru Saturday.  Improve your sailing skills, with an intro-
duction to racing Prerequisite: Sailing Smart Camp or equivalent experi-
ence. 9 a.m. til 3 p.m. daily. Bring your own fitted life jacket. 
 

Camp sessions Contact: 
July 14-16 Paul Reynolds (405) 250-2093 
 or email par2058@yahoo.com 
Fee: $150 
 

Online registration at 
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org 

Click “Learn To Sail” button 
 

The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse is 1/2 mile north of Little River 
Marina on Indian Point Road in Thunderbird State Park, east of 

Norman, OK. 
 

Les Cummings 

Attention Scouts! 

This camp will help you attain the  

 Small Boat Merit Badge! 

mailto:cummingslester@gmail.com
mailto:pmoershel@sbcglobal.net
mailto:par2058@yahoo.com
http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org


 

 

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Vice Commodore Mike Devenitch at 

(405) 200-1668 or sentrymike@yahoo.com. 

mailto:sentrymike@yahoo.com


 

 

 
Two suits of sails, NEW 
bottom job, Newly painted 
hull, boat is currently at 
The OKC Boat Club.  
 
$15,000.00 OBO, negotia-
ble price. 
 
Please contact: 
Jeff Burke 
sailorjb@cox.net 
(405) 361-7684 or 
 
Dwight Bays 
dwight@onesds.com 
(405) 473-0444 
 
...for any questions, pic-
tures, or demo sail.  

For Sale: 2005 IC-24 CONVERSION FROM J-24 

mailto:sailorjb@cox.net
mailto:dwight@onesds.com


 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like 
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by 
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them 
Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in 
your TSC Membership Directory. 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did 
not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership 
Secretary. If you want to share your special day, please contact 
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone (405) 613-7774. Thanks, 
David Craigie 

May 
1 Sarah Griswold 
4 Bill Brackett 
9 Rick Shaw 
13 Cleo Haines 
14 Pam Bradford 
15 Neal Schuster 
17 George Morin 
22 Kathy Anderson 
28 Michael Ozmun 
29 Jerry Lojka 
30 Max Waldrop 
31 Mike Kelly 

Lake Thunderbird Readings 
Click image for latest data 

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff? 

Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter 
that includes sailing stories, events, seamanship 
and humor. If interested send an email to Bill at 
sailorbrains@cox.net or visit the website at 
www.sailorBrains.com. 
 

Bill also operates a business that caters to small 
boat owners with maintenance problems. Contact 
Bill if you are in need of repairs. (405) 922-7787 

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with: 
United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association 

 

www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org 

A smooth sea never made a skillful mariner! 
- submitted by Phil Moershel, Past Commodore 

June 
1 Ted Streuli 
3 Genevieve Betts 
7 Courtney Fisher 
8 Sandra Carter 
9 Gus Shaver 
14 JB Messer 
14 Karen Thurston 
19 Jim Shinn 
19 Brianna Teel 
22 Fredrica Cottrell 
28 Cheryl Shaw 
29 Buff Burtis 
30 J. C."Chris" Luppens 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com
http://www.sailorbrains.com/
http://www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org
http://www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil/THUN.lakepage.html

