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Commodore Campbell’s Message
Greetings, Thunder Sailors!
June was a great month for our Club. We hosted our inaugural
Leukemia Cup Regatta, with about 20 boats in attendance and
raised over $2500 in the fight against cancer. This year's fund
raising doesn’t end until the Fall. So keep up the great fundraising work. Thanks to everyone who contributed their time, donations, and efforts into making the Leukemia Cup a success.
The weeknight Commodore’s Cup races are a runaway smash
hit. A great introductory venue to come out and learn your way
around a race course. Thanks to our Fleet Captain Melissa Campbell for her efforts
coordinating these races. And Alva Brockus for tirelessly tabulating the hotly contested results.
Great thanks to Les Cummings and Phil Moershel for hosting our Kids' Sailing
Camp, and to everyone who volunteered to support them. Equipping the next generation of kids with the life skills to become sailors is an incredible thing! Thank
you everyone for sharing your passion for sailing.
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Announcements
The Oklahoma Adaptive Sports Association's WATERFEST is Saturday, July 9. This
event includes skiing, kayaking, sailing, and LUNCH. We have three or four keel
boats lined up but may need more volunteers. We also put the pontoon boat
out. If you can't come all day, help with clean-up at 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. would be
really appreciated.
The Intermediate Sailing class has 10 students enrolled. That's July 14, 15, 16
(Th, Fr, Sat) from 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. We have some really good volunteers but
need a few more hands. Please help.
Call/text Paul Reynolds at (405) 250-2093 or par2058@yahoo.com.

A story related by our own Teresa Galoob to the folks at the Summer
Sailstice organization was recently published here. It’s worth a read!

Leukemia Cup Recap
A BIG THANK YOU!!! to everyone who participated in making our First Annual Leukemia Cup Regatta a
Great Success!!! Although we were only able to get in one of the three races planned for Saturday, due to
the weather conditions, Sunday was perfect sailing conditions and everyone had a great time! We were
able to raise $2448.00 for the Leukemia Lymphoma Society from the event. $1273.00 of the money was
from the silent auction, and the rest from shirt sales, and donations from members and participants. But
the fund raising competition is still on going ‘til November. If you haven’t started your own fund raising
pages, it’s not too late!. Get in on the competition! Just click on the link.
http://www.leukemiacup.org/pages/ok/ok16
Special thanks to Phil Moershel for organizing the regatta and everything that is involved in creating a great
weekend of racing! Also special thanks to Lorrie, Doris, Fredricka, Sheryl, and everyone else that helped
with the Silent Auction, Jason, Amy, Mike D. and I’m sure there were others for helping with all the food for
dinner and breakfasts. Les on the safety boat and all the great photos that are available on our TSC site!
And everyone who helped on the Race Committee boat!
And last but not least, a Big Thank You for the donations to the Silent Auction! Tanqueray Gin from Mike
Devenitch, John Anderson Concert Tickets from Les Cummings, Ronstan Fiddle Blocks from LTEF, OKC Thunder and Horny Toad Metal Art from Mason’s Pecans, a Gift Basket from Mason’s Pecan’s, Kozies and Coasters from Sandra Carter, Port/Starboard lamps from David Craigie, Wet Suit from Paul Reynolds, Gift Cards
From Sheryl Tiffany and Lorrie Sylvester, Decorative Booze from East 9 Liquors, Four Hand Crafted Mugs
and Smoked Salmon from Phil Moershel, Beached Painting by Emilio Galindo from Teresa Galoob, Yamaha
Acoustic Guitar from Altus Boren, The Beautiful Jewelry Pieces from Caymen’s Clothing, Sailboat Wall Hanging from Sandra Carter, OSU Signed Team Soccer Ball from Jason Martin (Lorrie Sylvester), Party ball and
Tequila from Doris Dewberry, Philip Steel Art on Canvas from LLS, Bar set-up from Goslings Rum, and a Vase
and Platter from a mystery person!!
We All Should Be Very Proud of Our Accomplishments in this event. I know that I’m Very Proud to be a part
of this Fellowship. And what we have learned from this year will only make next year’s Regatta even
better!!
Cheers! CC James Anderson

Leukemia Cup Results

Jim Waller, David Craigie, and Keith Campbell

Where Do You Get Your Wind?
By Phillip Moershel – Past Commodore, and Mike Devenitch – Vice Commodore
You’re planning your week to sail, so how do you get a wind forecast? Here are some ideas.

MESONET
Located at Max Westheimer Airport in Norman, almost 16 miles west of the lake. "Mesonet" is a combination
of the words "mesoscale" and "network". https://www.mesonet.org/. This site provides current wind data.

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/ or go to weather.gov. Click through the maps until you find a local forecast.
There will be an icon of the graph. Click on the map where Lake Thunderbird is.

Use the hourly weather forecast, where you can get 48 hours of wind, rain and other data.

WINDFINDER (continued from previous page)
This site gives you good wind forecasts for the lake. I keep it up and refresh it every time I take a look.
www.windfinder.com

It lists Lake Thunderbird.

Attention Scouts!
This camp will help you attain the

Small Boat Merit Badge!

KIDS’ COED SAILING DAY-CAMPS
at
THE LAKE THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE
Sailing Better - Three-day Intermediate Kids Sailing Camp (Ages 9-14)
Thursday thru S aturd ay. Improve your sailing skills, with an introduction to racing Prerequisite: Sailing Smart Camp or equivalent experience. 9 a.m. til 3 p.m. daily. Bring your own fitted life jacket.
Camp sessions Contact:
July 14-16
Paul Reynolds (405) 250-2093
o r email par2058@yahoo.com
Fee: $150

Online registration at
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org

Click “Learn To Sail” button
The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse is 1/2 mile north of Little River
Marina on Indian Point Road in Thunderbird State Park, east of
Norman, OK.
Les Cummings

T-bird BoatHouse Kids Sailing Camp I
June 13-17, 2016

Please lend a hand for Paul Reynold’s
Intermediate Sailing Camp on July 14-16.

The first Kids Sailing Camp of the year was a terrific success! Congratulations to the great volunteers and ten
very capable student sailors. Day one began with the introduction of boat and sailing terms, a review of their test scheduled for Thursday morning and then the fun began. First all the students walked hand in hand back and forth off the
beach to ensure there were no obstacles in the water. Each student then had to swim a 50’ course without their PFD to
show the instructors that they were comfortable in the water. After lunch all the students learned what to do in case of a
capsize. Starting with land drills followed by shallow water drills and then deep water drills at the end of the dock. The
rest of the day the students got to use the canoes and prams to learn how to paddle and get used to the various motions
on the water. In addition, to teach everyone how the tiller/rudder works we did the usual towing of the prams behind a
safety boat so the student could get the feel of just how the tiller/rudder actually worked while following the whistle
and hand signals of the instructor.
On Tuesday the students began to learn the four basic sailor’s knots. The square knot, stopper/figure eight knot,
the cleat hitch and the bowline. These knots are used on the training boats as well as all sail and motor boats. After the
knots class Cap’n Les demonstrated how to rig both the Optimist Prams and the Vanguard Prams which are the mainstay of our kids’ training fleet. After the demonstration, each student selected a boat and were assisted with rigging their
boat for the first time. In that the winds were just perfect for a first sail, the boats were launched and Cap’n Les set a
course for a nice beam reach sail heading southeast across the lake. It soon became obvious that this would be a perfect
opportunity to sail all the way across the lake. For the first time in Cap’n Les’s 16 years teaching the Kids Camp the
students sailed all the way across and back on their first sail!
Wednesday was more sailing with introduction of various hand signals used to instruct the students to tack,
trim, safety position, etc. etc. On Thursday the test was given with more great sailing across the lake, knots and discussing sailing angles and the effect of wind. On Friday we had the test results, another sail across the lake before the families arrived for lunch and a final sailing demonstration in BoatHouse Cove.
We thank Christian, Jim, Gavin, Katelyn, Phil, Tommy, Eric, Greg, Warren, Doris, Fredrica, Mary Anne (who
just completed the US Sailing Small Boat Instructor Course), Jason, Gray, Amy, Joey, James, Kerry and Roger for their
great work during the class. We thank the students’ fathers and grandfathers who helped put away the equipment on
Friday, too! Finally, we extend our heartfelt condolences to Jerry Lojka who had planned to be the Primary Instructor
but had to spend the time with his very ill Mom, who passed away a few days ago in Salt Lake City. I look forward to
working with Jerry next year as I pass the baton after 16 years of teaching these terrific kids’ sailing camps.

Photo
Left to right starting with back row:
Ben Summers, Nate Pudlo, Will
Lange, Cap’n Les, Quinn Stewart,
Raymond Streuli and Brock Ratliff.
Front row are:
Megan Cargill, Abbie Pudlo, Will
Cargill and Tad Cargill.

GREAT NEWS
FOR
THE T-BIRD BOATHOUSE!
Great news from the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation!
We are pleased to report that the LTEF board of directors has approved funding to resurface the
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse boat ramp following the damage caused by last spring's flooding.
The request was written by Les Cummings, as LTEF Executive Director. The proposal was approved by the Thunderbird State Park, Oklahoma Dept. of Tourism and Recreation and the U. S.
Bureau of Reclamation.
The project will be completed when the lake level allows the new concrete boat ramp to be connected to the existing concrete ramp that is presently covered by water. We will need the lake level to drop to approximately 1038', which should occur later this summer. The ramp will be 20'
wide and some 130' long running from the existing boatyard gate down to the water. The high
strength concrete will be a minimum of 4" thick with 1/2" rebar on 24" centers throughout.

The photo above shows the concrete ramp that was poured
back in 2007 when the lake was down some nine feet. The
new concrete ramp extension will run from the top edge of
the existing concrete up to the boatyard gate on the east
side of the boatyard.

Sailing Adventures
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie
Greetings, Thunder Sailors,
What a great month this has been with the coming together of the LLC event and my just returning from the Texas 200 event with Bobby Cockerham and Paul Reynolds.
First the LLC Regatta where Shamrock took the
First Place trophy in the Non-Spinnaker class.
Captained by Jim Waller, the winds were near
perfect and everything fell in place to make this
a stellar event. (See picture of myself with Captain Jim and Commodore Campbell.) Thanks to
all who participated, donated and otherwise
helped to make this event happen. A special
shout out to the event promoter, James Anderson, whose personal sacrifice alone brought this
event to the TSC and Lake Thunderbird.
Second up was an event that the three of us had
been planning for over a year, the Texas 200.
The picture of the three of us by Incipient was thought to be maybe the last to be taken while
we were alive. But alas, we did make it home; exhausted, sunburned, cut up a little. But we did
have some wicked (GREAT) downwind sailing in winds up to 25 knots. We sailed along at times
reaching hull speed and above, occasionally touching 8+ mph on the GPS. So the 200 miles that
we covered in six grueling days sped by effortlessly. The biggest obstacle that we had to overcome was the relentless heat; high 90’s and a heat index over 100+. And a dip in the water at 86
degrees provided no relief.
So it was good for all of us when we arrived back home and got to sleep in a familiar and dry
bed. The picture of the Texas 200 burgee tells it all. Read the fine print where it says, “You May
Die.”
By the time you read this, Joyce and I will be aboard Incipient in the water in the Canadian waters of the North Channel. We look forward to our summer on the water, but we also look forward to returning and catching up with TSC events. I can now send and receive texts in Canada.
If you take a notion and would like to send a text I would love to hear from you. (405) 613-7774
Landlubber: Anyone on board who wishes he or she were not.

If any of your membership
information has changed,
please contact:
David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City, OK 73130
(405) 613-7774
Incipient@msn.com

Thunderbird Sailing
Club membership is a
bargain! Be sure to
renew yours early.
Regular Members
$75 per year
Family Members
$75 per year
Associate Members
$37.50 per year
Student Members
$15 per year
Group Membership
$75 per year

Renewing your TSC membership
If you have still not sent in your dues renewal, I am asking you kindly to please do so. We really
do need your support. Thanks.
For those who have responded with your annual renewal payment,

Membership
Information

Thank You!

If for some reason you have not received your renewal, or perhaps misplaced yours, please get
in touch with me.
Thank you for all your support. 

See you on the water,
David
*** See the next page for photos related to this article… ***

TSC Potluck and Program
July 16, 2016
Meeting and Potluck: 6:00 p.m. (Dinner bell around 6:30)
Program: Summer Social Continues
We are well into summer and our summer socials. In continuing the series, the BoatHouse will be opened
before the meeting to allow for sailing in the centerboards. During the meeting, we welcome updates from
around the TSC community on fun or upcoming sailing adventures.
While everyone is welcome to bring what they like, let’s try for a
common theme. In honor of July 4th and summer cookouts we
will have hotdogs and burgers. Feel free to bring your favorite
sides or items to add to the grill. As usual, the club will provide
beverages, utensils, plates/bowls, etc...alphabetically-oriented
folks, see below:
a-g: main dishes
h-m: veggies (hot or cold)
n-s:
appetizers/fruit
t-z:
desserts/breads
See you at the meeting!
Jason Pudlo, Rear Commodore

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Vice Commodore Mike Devenitch at
(405) 200-1668 or sentrymike@yahoo.com.

19' Pocket Cruiser for Sale

Starwind 19




Circa 1985
Mainsail, 2 Jibs
Good Condition
$2,500
Contact: Mike or Teresa Galoob

(405) 329-2514 or (405) 600-8263

J-24 For Sale
Includes 5hp Honda 4-stroke outboard, trailer w/hydraulic brakes and new tires. 2 sets
of sails, 2 spinnakers, all in very good condition. The bottom was flawlessly fared and
new bottom paint last October. The running rig is in good condition and the boat is
ready to race! It's sitting in a slip at Little River Marina. The slip rental is paid thru mid
October. $4700 with the slip and $4200 without.
Call James @ (405) 249-1768

San Juan 7.7 For Sale







Nearly new Tohatsu 6 h.p. motor
Roller furling jib
Tandem axle trailer
Spacious, updated interior
Spinnaker and pole
Just under 26’ long

Currently in a slip at Lake Thunderbird

Asking $6000
Call Paul at (405) 774-9308

Lake Thunderbird Readings

Happy Birthday!

Click image for latest data

Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them
Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in
your TSC Membership Directory.
If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did
not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share your special day, please contact
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone (405) 613-7774. Thanks,
David Craigie

July
3
5
7
9
10
11
12
17
18
18
19
20
20
20
22
24
24
30

August
Doris Shoemaker
Steve Bradford
Michael Galoob
Corbett Brown
Allison Tran
James Waller
Greg Stevens
Les Cummings
Jennifer Waldrop
Bill Rains
David Brockus
Chad Cox
Bob Kendrick
Ed Shoemaker
Jim Chapman
Phil Dame
Adam Gibson
Bill Burrows

5
9
10
15
19
21
21
22
23
25
28
31

Betsey Streuli
Melissa Campbell
Rick Wood
Barbara Boren
Andy Rieger
Cheryl Brackett
George LeVan
Jason Pudlo
Mary Burrows
Linda Lojka
Linda Sadler
Richard Carriger

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff?
Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter
that includes sailing stories, events, seamanship
and humor. If interested send an email to Bill at
sailorbrains@cox.net or visit the website at
www.sailorBrains.com.

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with:
United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association
www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org

