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Thunderbird Sailing Club  September 1, 2016 Norman, Oklahoma 

Greetings, Thunder Sailors! 

August was yet another great month for our club! Our Tuesday Even-
ing Commodore's Cup racing series is enjoying great turnout and spirited 
competition. If you'd like to participate, either as Skipper or Crew, be sure 
to contact our very own Fleet Captain Melissa Campbell to get included in 
the Fleet Group text messages. She sends out the evenings’ race instruc-
tions, and coordinates crewing opportunities. It's a great way to learn how 
to race in a friendly, semi-competitive environment. As a reminder, any-
one may sponsor a race. Sponsor selects trophy, start schedule, and can 
award trophies to any participants. First, Last or any and all of the above. 
This year, I actually won back the bottle of rum I wagered! Perhaps I 
should have let it ride to the next week . . . But it didn’t last to the follow-
ing Tuesday! 

And now to give away my Shanghai Crew Recruiting success secret . . . Just Feed Them! I 
learned this crewing on an Olson 30 at the Pensacola Yacht Club. I was a newly commissioned 
Ensign, undergoing flight training and had left my family in Norman. So, without a boat, and 
with some time on my hands I volunteered as crew at a club meeting. And just like that, a world 
of sailing opportunities opened before me. The Olson Skipper, a FedEx pilot, would make a 
sandwich lunch for his crew prior to each race. As Napoleon so famously stated, an army 
marches on its stomach. So does your crew. I find it only fair to feed the ones I may be counting 
on to execute my orders. Or think of yourself as hosting a guest on your boat, and be a gracious 
host. Jersey Mike’s, Hollywood Corners, and even WalMart make surprisingly good crew chow.  

Bravo Zulu (Nautical for Job Well Done) to Phil Moershel and Mike Klatt for conducting 
centerboard qualifications for the OU Sail Club. (Which for legal reasons can’t be called the OU 
Sail Club). The OU Sail club was highly enthusiastic and grateful for the opportunity to learn to 
sail on what proved to be a wonderful Saturday. I myself learned to sail through an organization 
similar to the OU Sail Club, and it was a great opportunity for me to give back in a small way. 
The OU Sail Club membership has ebbed and flowed over the years, and it is vital that we sup-
port them for the future of our sport. BZ to Brad Rose for quickly coordinating the OU Sail Club 
students for our Saturday evolution. 

Big Thanks to Les and his efforts contracting our new Boat Ramp. We can now launch our 
boats in style! Again, Bravo Zulu! 

We will continue to open up the boatyard prior to the monthly meetings for Centerboard 
Sailing. August’s open Charcoal Grill and Potato bar was such a success that it will be back by 
popular demand for the September Club Meeting! 

The Layton Regatta this year will feature San Juan 21’s. I have contacted the SJ21 associa-
tion and notified them of our club event. The Sunday, October 9th event is unique in that the 
Skippers rotate through each boat, while the crew remains on board. Rather like the IROC Z28 
races of years past.  

As always, it is your Sailing Club! Make it a great one! Please bring any ideas you may have 
that you'd like to see happen, and we'll get it on the schedule! Regarding the schedule, the 
BoatHouse is a fantastic facility capable of accommodating multiple groups’ activities simulta-
neously. There are synergies and efficiencies achieved operating together (think one Safety 
Boat supporting multiple groups). Unless the event is truly large, like the Hiram Douglas 
(Sunday November 6th, mark your calendar) or CAST, the more the merrier. 

Commodore Sends 

Commodore Campbell’s Message 
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Raft Up 

Greetings! 
 
It has been some time since we have had a club RAFT UP! 
 
What is a RAFT UP? We take the pontoon boat out to a calm area on the lake and all that want to sleep the night on 
your boat, socialize and have fun on a full moon attend. 
 
After the weather cools off, and we have a full moon, we have two dates. This year the full moon falls on a club 
meeting night so we will try the Friday nights before. Weather might be a factor so two events are scheduled. 
 
First RAFT UP 
September 16th, Friday, 7 p.m. 
Full moon 1845-0557 hours  
 
Second RAFT UP 
October 14th, Friday, 7 p.m. 
Full moon 1746-0441 hours 
 
Kerry said he might be able to get the pontoon boat out. Live music? 
Bring your favorite beverages! 
 

Mike Devenitch, Vice Commodore 

Trinity Lutheran Church Boat Day 
 
Greetings! 
 
Last year we contacted you about being able to have some of your folks come be part of our annual Boat Day for the 
teens and college students of our church. You graciously said yes, and someone was going to help us out, but it 
rained that day last September and it was canceled.  
 
Our next Boat Day is at Zoom Beach, front pavilion, on Sunday Sept. 18 from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. 
 
We have the picnic pavilion by the beach and we’d like to have them go tubing out with motorboats and also take 
them out sailing. Would there be somebody who could help us with their sailboat that day, to take the young people 
out on Lake Thunderbird? If so, that would be wonderful! 
 
You can contact me at the number below or send a text. Thanks for considering this! 

 
 

Pastor Dave Nehrenz, Trinity Lutheran Church 
(405) 306-8464 

www.tlcnorman.org 
 

http://www.tlcnorman.org


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Sailing with Bridges 
 
Back to school is an exciting time for most high school students. For students 

who have no safe home, the return to school is a time of uncertainty, fear and anxi-
ety. Such is the case for Norman’s students who are homeless through no fault of 
their own, but now live at Bridges. Bridges, a local non-profit, provides housing and 
support services to high school students who are determined to overcome their 
circumstances, graduate from high school and go on to study for a career at college 
or technical school. 

On Saturday, August 20, the Thunderbird Sailing Club and the Lake Thunderbird 
Educational Foundation provided a fantastic experience for 23 Bridges students. 
These teens enjoyed an exciting day on the water “just being kids.” Club members 
provided the students with instruction and access to keel boats, centerboard boats, 
kayaks, a canoe and a pontoon boat. Few had ever been to a lake or on a boat of 
any kind! One girl said, “I have never seen this much water all in the same place!” 
The students who started out frightened because they had never been on a boat 
ended up loving the experience. One student started out squealing in fright when 
the boat healed over even a little, but later asked to go faster and to sit on the lee 
side! Two students were very reluctant to go into the water and intended to only 
watch, however, they both tried out the kayaks and loved it! Three of the guys want 
to continue to learn to sail and perhaps join the Sea Scouts! 

This was the second year that club members have provided this special oppor-
tunity for these students. This day provided students with an opportunity to experi-
ence new activities outside their comfort zone and gain self-confidence in a safe 
environment. All the volunteers were extremely generous with their time, equip-
ment and information. Students are still sharing stories about the day, their experi-
ences (including an overturned houseboat) and the sailors that they met!  

As they begin a new school year and new jobs to help pay for housing, these 
teens are left with great memories of this day that will help sustain them through 
the difficult challenges that lie ahead.  

Let us extend a huge thank you to Phil Moershel and the other club volunteers who made 
this such a successful day! 

 
Liz Hedrick, President, Bridges Board 
Debra Krittenbrink, Executive Director, Bridges 
Walt Hedrick, Bridges Volunteer 
Students, staff and volunteer mentors of Bridges 
 

Invitation to Thunderbird Sailing Club and Friends 

Luncheon and Tour of Bridges 

Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2016, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
1670 Stubbeman Ave (across from Norman North) 

Call 364-0518 if attending (leave message) 

Please join us for a free and delicious luncheon, a campus tour and a brief presen-
tation about Bridges, a local non-profit that provides housing and support services 
to Norman’s homeless high school students. Ninety-five percent of Bridges stu-
dents graduate from high school with 85% continuing on in higher or technical 
education. All Bridges students are required to maintain good grades, good con-
duct and attendance, and work part-time to help with the cost of utilities and 
rent. You are encouraged to invite a friend to attend with you!  

We promise you will not be asked to donate money at the luncheon. 

Liz and Walt Hedrick 



 

 

CAST FOR KIDS FISHING DERBY  

BoatHouse ready for 15th Annual Event! Saturday, September 24, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 The local CAST for KIDS committee, consisting of Susie SnIder (Thunderbird State Park Manager), Jeff 

Tompkins and Ashley Dixson (U.S. Bureau of Reclamation) and Les Cummings (Lake Thunderbird Educational 

Foundation) are busy preparing for the annual September fishing derby for children with disabilities. Susie 

stays busy managing the State Park but her office also recruits fishermen who serve as fishing guides and reg-

isters children to participate in the event. Jeff and Ashley work closely with the national CAST for KIDS Foun-

dation that provides fishing equipment, T-shirts, hats and provides photos and plaques for each child and 

their fishing guide. Les, representing the LTEF, TSC and the BoatHouse has been the primary fundraiser for all 

15 events. He works with local donors to cover the expense of the 30’x50’ tent, food, gift cards for each fish-

ing guide and gifts for each child.  

 The event is not a competition, it is an opportunity for these special children to spend a morning on 

the lake fishing with an experienced fishing guide. Each child is provided a shirt, hat, PFD to use, a new rod 

and reel along with a tackle box filled with tackle and bait. Once they are paired up with their fishing guide 

around 9 a.m., they leave the dock for their fishing trip. While they are gone, lunch preparation is underway 

under the leadership of Roger Elliott and his kitchen support crew. They get the BBQ going and start prepar-

ing the food that is so generously donated by vendors such as Homeland Stores, Hiland Dairy and Country 

Corner Store. Tables and chairs are set up under the tent to provide a cooler, protected area to enjoy their 

lunch. Each child and their fishing guide are introduced to the crowd and they are given a plaque with their 

photo aboard their fishing boat. In addition, each child is given the choice of prizes that are displayed on sev-

eral tables. Some thirty donors and major contributors assist each year providing everything including tables, 

chairs, ice, pizza, fishing tackle and financial donations.  

 Many TSC and LTEF members help each year but most TSC members have never been part of this an-

nual event that continues to solidify the great working relationship with Thunderbird State Park and the Unit-

ed State Bureau of Reclamation. Please come out and lend a hand this year. 



 

 



 

 

Interested boat builders, boat own-
ers, sailors, and enthusiasts, Join Us 
for... 

MESSABOUT 

...with the Thunderbird 
Sailing Club 

October 15 & 16, 2016 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 
1312 Indian Point Rd., Norman, OK 73026 

https://g.co/kgs/Od8xvn 

 

 BoatHouse, Launch, Overnight storage & nearby Camping 

 Refreshments & Saturday pot-luck dinner 

 Enjoy convenient facilities, a new boat ramp, boating, and presentations! 

The Messabout program is still being developed but speakers include Bill Raines on Boat Repair, Jerry Lojka 

on Model Boat Building, and Paul Reynolds on Building the Penobscot 14. Exhibitors include the Sea Shanty 

and Sea Scout Ship 5790. 

Contact: Teresa Smith Galoob, (405) 329-2514 or Paul Reynolds, (405) 250-2093 

 

https://g.co/kgs/Od8xvn


 

 

Sails for Gorillas 

The OKC Zoo has asked for old sailcloth, any old sails for their gorillas. The young males need 
fun things to play with. The word is that the adolescent males love pieces of old sails. They can 
trash them, jump on them, throw them, you name it and the material holds up. Zoos love 
to collect cast off or recycled old sails.  

I received an email from Pace Frank for the gorilla program about two years 
ago. I donated an old sail. I took my grandson and was given the chance to watch 
"the Guys" play with my donated sailcloth. It was so fun and very rewarding. Now they are look-
ing for more. Does any one have an old sail you would donate? If so, please contact me and let 
me know. I am glad to transport it to the OKC Zoo or you are welcome to contact Pace Frank directly by call-
ing the OKC Zoo and asking for her.  

Looking forward to your donations. 
        Jim Eller, wjimeller@gmail.com 

BoatHouse Meeting - August 7, 2016 

A BoatHouse Committee meeting took place at the BoatHouse on August 7, 2016. Instructors for sailing 
classes were in attendance, as well as other members of the BoatHouse Committee. 

Paul Reynolds, Boatyard Manager, proposed the agenda. One major problem dealt with the help needed 
by instructors of the sailing classes. It was pointed out that volunteers were needed to register students, fill 
water containers, get boats ready for use, and help the instructor at the end of class by picking up the boats 
and cleaning the building.  

The following suggestions were made: (1) Use a person to coordinate volunteer activities so that all activi-
ties are covered. (2) Another suggestion was to have a volunteer and instructor team. The time commitment 
for the volunteer would be the same as the instructor. (3) It was pointed out that more people would volun-
teer if they knew their responsibilities. 

Les Cummings expressed appreciation to those who have helped cut grass, but more volunteers are 
needed. 

Another issue addressed was the place of the Triathlon club in TSC. Piers Hale, represented the Tri club. 
Discussion centered on the need for a partnership agreement to be instituted. A committee was appointed to 
work out the details with the Triathlon group. Committee members included Jim Waller, Phil Moershel, Les 
Cummings, Jim Eller, and Barbara Schindler. 

Needs in the boatyard were discussed. They were: (1) purchase of another shed or a larger shed to re-
place the current one; (2) to clean out old hulls or get rid of them; (3) to store hulls vertically; (4) to get rid of 
the old PFDs. 

Other items mentioned: (1) Construction of concrete boat ramp will wait for lake to go down; (2) All the 
paperwork has been completed with OU and the 4OUNROTC Lasers, 1 Laser 11 and trailers have been trans-
ferred to LTEF; (3) Fall Clean up on October 22; (4) A 5 cubic ft. freezer was gifted to the BoatHouse, motion 
was made and passed to accept the freezer; (5) We pay no taxes on purchases for the BoatHouse. Les has the 
tax-free number. 
 
Barbara Schindler, BoatHouse Manager 

SAVE THIS DATE: FALL CLEANUP ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22 

 9:00 TO 2:00, LUNCH PROVIDED 

mailto:wjimeller@gmail.com


 

 

[Editors’ Note: While David and Joyce 
make their way back to Lake Thunder-
bird, we suggest that you keep up with 
them on Facebook and please do renew 
your TSC membership.] 

Renewing your TSC membership 

If you have still not sent in your dues renew-
al, I am asking you kindly to please do so. 
We really do need your support. Thanks. 

For those who have responded with your 

annual renewal payment, Thank You! 

If for some reason you have not received 
your renewal, or perhaps misplaced yours, 
please get in touch with me. 

Thank you for all your support.  

See you on the water, 
David 

Incipient in Absentia 
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie 

Thunderbird Sailing 
Club membership is a 
bargain! Be sure to 
renew yours early. 
 

Regular Members 
$75 per year 
 
Family Members 
$75 per year 
 
Associate Members 
$37.50 per year 
 
Student Members 
$15 per year 
 
Group Membership 
$75 per year 

Membership 
Information 

 
If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact: 
 
David Craigie 
9100 Pine Creek Dr. 
Midwest City, OK 73130 
(405) 613-7774 
Incipient@msn.com 

Sailing a boat calls for quick action, a blending of feeling 

with the wind and water as well as with the very heart and 

soul of the boat itself. Sailing teaches alertness and cour-

age, and gives in return a joyousness and peace that but 

few sports afford.    — George Matthew Adams 

Read more at: http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/sailing.html 



 

 

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Vice Commodore Mike Devenitch at 

(405) 200-1668 or sentrymike@yahoo.com. 
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1975 Guppy 13 For Sale 

Asking $2,850 
Manufactured by Mellon Marine 
300 were built from 1974 to 1975 

Specs 

LOA: 12.5' 
Beam: 5.5' 
Draft: 19" fixed keel 
Ballast: 150 lbs concrete 
Displacement: 480 lbs 

For additional information, contact: 

Bobby Cockerham 
(405) 464-5344 
rscockerham@yahoo.com 

mailto:rscockerham@yahoo.com


 

 

J-24 For Sale 
 
Includes 5hp Honda 4-stroke outboard, trailer w/
hydraulic brakes and new tires. 2 sets of sails, 2 spinna-
kers, all in very good condition. The bottom was flawless-
ly fared and new bottom paint last October. The running 
rig is in good condition and the boat is ready to race! It's 
sitting in a slip at Little River Marina. The slip rental is 
paid thru mid October. $4700 with the slip and $4200 
without. 
 
Call James @ (405) 249-1768 

19' Pocket Cruiser for Sale 

Starwind 19 

 Circa 1985 

 Mainsail, 2 Jibs 

 Good Condition 

$2,500 

Contact: Mike or Teresa Galoob 

(405) 329-2514 or (405) 600-8263 

San Juan 7.7 For Sale 

 2015 Tohatsu 6 h.p. motor 

 Roller furling jib 

 Tandem axle trailer 

 Spacious, updated interior 

 Spinnaker and pole 

 Just under 26’ long 

 

Currently in a slip at Lake Thunderbird 

 

Asking $5500 

 

Call Paul @ (405) 774-9308 

Boston Whaler Harpoon 5.2 For Sale 
 
Seventeen foot dinghy with trailer, main sail, fractional jib, 
spinnaker with pole and Johnson 2 HP motor. Needs var-
nish work. Ready to sail. Pics on craigslist. 
 
Call Jim Waller @ (580) 320-1551 



 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like 
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by 
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them 
Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in 
your TSC Membership Directory. 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did 
not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership 
Secretary. If you want to share your special day, please contact 
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone (405) 613-7774. Thanks, 
David Craigie 

September 
1 Marilyn Friend 
4 Teresa Galoob 
5 Naree Devenitch 
5 Jamie Benge 
12  Barrett Williamson 
13 Mary Anne Secrist 
13 Mary Boren 
14 Jill LeVan 
17 Kerry Knowles 
18 Janet Mork 
23 Angela Kasbohm 
23 Matthew Peverly 
30 Ray Psikal 

Lake Thunderbird Readings 
Click image for latest data 

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff? 

Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter 
that includes sailing stories, events, seamanship 
and humor. If interested send an email to Bill at 
sailorbrains@cox.net or visit the website at 
www.sailorBrains.com. 
 

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with: 
United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association 

 

www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org 

October 
5 Jim Eller 
5 Philip Carter 
7 Adam Fournier 
8 Mike Klatt 
8 Judy Carriger 
12 Frank Lawler 
13 Jeannie Himes 
14 Star Humphrey 
15 Ryan Doezema 
19 Joyce Craigie 
23 Warren Fitzpatrick 
28 Barbara Schindler 
28 Cheryl Lockstone 

mailto:Incipient@msn.com
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