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Thunderbird Sailing Club  October 1, 2016 Norman, Oklahoma 

Greetings, Thunder Sailors, 

 September was yet another great month for our club! Our 
Tuesday evening Commodore's Cup racing series continue to be 
great fun, even with the lighter air. Thanks to Phil Moershel and 
Brad Rose for the help in setting the new triangle course in front of 
the BoatHouse. This course presents great viewing opportunities 
from the club dock, as well as new navigational challenges (and 
hazards) to our sailors. As always, if you'd like to join us on the 
lake, either as skipper or crew, contact our Fleet Captain, Melissa 
Campbell to get included in the Fleet Group text messages. She 
sends out the evening’s race instructions and coordinates crewing opportunities. It's a 
great way to learn how to race in a friendly, semi-competitive environment. Any club 
member is welcome to text the Fleet Captain on a Tuesday night’s race, or sponsor an 
impromptu “flash" regatta on a weekend when the winds are favorable. Club sponsor 
selects trophy, start schedule, course, and can award trophies to any and all partici-
pants. First, last or any the above.  

 Bravo Zulu to Les for navigating the byzantine OU administrative process to 
acquire the titles (the boats were already in our possession) of four Lasers and one 
Laser 2, along with their trailers! A great addition to our sailing fleet. Those boats have 
a special place in my nautical heart, having learned to sail onboard here at Lake Thun-
derbird. Les’ efforts will ensure future generations of sailors will have the same oppor-
tunities. Thanks also to Phil Moershel for facilitating sailing events for the OU Sail Club. 
The next chance will be today, Saturday, October 1st from 1000-1600. All are wel-
come, and the boat yard will be open for centerboard sailing. Seize the opportunity 
while the water is still warm. 

 Great Job to Rick Shaw for signing up new Sea Scouts onboard his ship. Good 
to see them out on the water!  

 This year’s Layton will feature San Juan 21’s. I have contacted the SJ21 associa-
tion and notified them of our club event. The Sunday, October 9th event is unique in 
that the Skippers rotate through each boat, while the crew remains on board.  

 October’s club meeting will feature a treasure hunt for the kids and a Caribbe-
an-themed Pot Luck.  

 Thunderbird Sailing Club is your Oyster; your ideas and suggestions are wel-
come! Please bring any ideas you may have and we'll make them a reality! Also, it’s 
not too early to consider serving on the Sailing Club’s board next year. If you’d like to 
serve in any capacity, please let the nominating committee know.  

Fair Winds! 

Keith Campbell, TSC Commodore 

Commodore Campbell’s Message 
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Interested boat builders, boat owners, 
sailors, and enthusiasts, Join Us for... 

MESSABOUT 

...with the Thunderbird 
Sailing Club 

October 15, starting at 11 a.m. & 
October 16, starting at 10 a.m. 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 
1312 Indian Point Rd., Norman, OK 73026 

Location: https://g.co/kgs/Od8xvn 

 

 BoatHouse, Ramp, Overnight storage & nearby Camping 

 Speakers: Jerry Lojka on Model Boats, Paul Reynolds on Building the Penobscot 14, and Bill 
Rains on Professional Finishing Tips 

 Exhibitors: Sea Scouts and Sea Shanty 

 Awards! Raffle! Refreshments! 

 Potluck Dinner and Full Moon Raft-Up, Saturday, October 15 

Contact: Teresa Smith Galoob, (405) 329-2514 or Paul Reynolds, (405) 250-2093 

 WHAT IS A MESSABOUT? 

A Messabout is… 

...an informal gathering of special boats that includes sail-
boats, rowboats, kayaks, canoes, and some motorized boats. 
Many Messabouts are for boats of wood, but we hope to see 
your favorite “plastic” too!  

...a “live boat show” that includes lots of sailing, rowing, pad-
dling, etc., either individually, or in organized, “on the water” 
activities.  
 

Onshore activities can 
include workshops, 
demos, exhibits, lectures, 
meet-ups, and discussion.  

 

Messabouts welcome 
boats, sailors, and  

enthusiasts.  

https://g.co/kgs/Od8xvn


 

 

TSC Potluck and Program 
Oct 15th, 2016 

 

Meeting and Potluck: 6:00 p.m. 
(Dinner bell around 6:30) 

  
Fall is here! Halloween is coming soon!  If the spirit grabs you to dress up, feel free! Prizes for costumes and 
a treasure hunt for the kids (and young at heart).  
 
For October, let’s spice things up with a pirate-inspired Caribbe-
an theme.  As usual, the club will provide beverages, utensils, 
plates/bowls, etc... While anyone is welcome to bring anything 
they like, if you want suggestions, see below:  
 
a-g: main dish  
h-m: veggies or salad 
n-s: appetizers or fruits 
t-z: desserts or breads 
 
Watch for the reminder email for additional details. See you at 
the meeting! 
 
Jason Pudlo – Rear Commodore 

A little preview of my upcoming talk at the 

Messabout... 

The Penobscot 14 is coming along. It is planked, the deadwood 

and stem facing attached, and two coats of epoxy applied. 

Painting comes later. It is now time to turn it over and start on 

the inside. More about this build at the Thunderbird 

Messabout, October 15.      

Paul Reynolds 



 

 

Raft Up 

 
Greetings! 
 
It has been some time since we have had a club RAFT UP! 
 
What is a RAFT UP? We take the pontoon boat out to a calm area on the lake and all that want to sleep the 
night on your boat, socialize and have fun on a full moon attend. Live music? Bring your favorite beverages! 
 
 
 
 

RAFT UP *** DATE CHANGE *** 
Saturday, October 15th, after the club meeting 
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Mike Devenitch, Vice Commodore 

A Note from Chris Luppens 
 
I just wanted to thank you all for a great job. I am also im-
pressed with all the programs at the boathouse. My wife and I 
are very glad to be supporters and we really do want to back 
visit and help at a regatta some day (I can't tow the old Soiling 
that far!) We are swamped by each of us having a very elderly 
parent we are willingly managing now. We are also finally new 
grandparents! Max Raney born August 1. 
 
You all may also be interested to know I am the current Rear 
Commodore of the Gulf Yachting Association http://
www.gya.org/. That is keeping me very busy. Many members of 
Thunderbird have ties to the GYA. Anyone is welcome anytime! 
Clubs from St. Petersburg to Houston (Houston YC, Lakewood 
YC and Texas Corinthian all belong!). Soon we hope to add Cor-
pus Christi YC.  
 
We have very fond memories of Norman and TSC and really 
hope to visit one day.  
 
Chris Luppens 
jcluppens@ussailing.net 
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Greetings, Thunder Sailors, 

Joyce and I are back from a great summer 
on the water in Canada. If anyone would like 
detailed further information on our summer 
adventures, please feel free to contact me 
and we can get together for a cup of coffee. 

Delinquent TSC Membership Re-
newals 

Meanwhile it is back to my duties as TSC 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary. It is 
just a short month away before I start send-
ing out Membership Renewals for 2017. 
Sadly, I still have several members who have 
not renewed their memberships for the cur-
rent year. This makes it difficult to keep our 
budget goals, and it makes my volunteer job 

harder having to personally remind you. If you have not taken care of the current years 
renewal, Please do so now. We really need you and we desperately need your financial 
support. Please. 

If you have any questions about your membership, please contact me. Thanks! 

What is a Bunk? 

1. A small, uncomfortable area where wet sailors attempt to sleep 

2. A location to store unused sails and other stuff that needs to be moved before 
attempting to lie down 

Thank you for all your support.  

See you on the water, 
David 

Back at Thunderbird 
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie 

Thunderbird Sailing 
Club membership is a 
bargain! Be sure to 
renew yours early. 
 

Regular Members 
$75 per year 
 
Family Members 
$75 per year 
 
Associate Members 
$37.50 per year 
 
Student Members 
$15 per year 
 
Group Membership 
$75 per year 

Membership 
Information 

 
If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact: 
 
David Craigie 
9100 Pine Creek Dr. 
Midwest City, OK 73130 
(405) 613-7774 
Incipient@msn.com 



 

 



 

 

CAST For Kids Photos 



 

 

A Request from Teresa 
 
On October 15-16, TSC is hosting our 3rd annual Messabout. 
 
I am needing a Race Committee to assist with an informal, fun race for small boats, around a short course. 
Maybe we use a Kayak as a mark, issuing treats to participants rounding marks (just one idea). I will require 
that someone volunteer to assist with the Start, the Course, the Finish, or Race format. 
 
It's suggested that all boats be the same class, no handicapping. We may be able to use the Puddleducks, if 
enough participants, which fits best with the theme of a Messabout. If not enough Puddleducks, we may 
have to use the Optis, or Sunfish, but preferably something that's easy, fun, and manageable, for either kids 
or adults, in some short-course racing. 
 
If you can assist with the Race, that would be great! 
 
Teresa Galoob 

 

SAVE THIS DATE: FALL CLEANUP ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22 

 9:00 TO 2:00, LUNCH PROVIDED 

Barbara Schindler, BoatHouse Manager 

Six new Sea Scouts have joined and they LIKE SAILING! - Rick Shaw 



 

 

A Nice  
Selection of 

Photos 

From Keith 

Campbell 



 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARADE SET FOR DECEMBER 18TH 

OKLAHOMA CITY (August 20, 2016) – The Oklahoma City Christmas Parade will take place at 6 pm on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18 on the Oklahoma River. An annual tradition, the river parade is the largest free family holiday event in Oklaho-
ma City.  

This year the parade festivities will include “Santa’s Elves River Show,” a parade of boats, the arrival of Santa and a 
spectacular fireworks show. The river parade festivities begin at 6 p.m. in the Boathouse District located at 700 South 
Lincoln Boulevard. 

Anyone with a boat can enter the parade, and there are no entry fees to participate. Entry forms can be found on the 
parade website at www.okcparade.com. Boat entries must be appropriately decorated and participants must abide by 
all parade rules.  

The Christmas Parade attracts thousands of people annually to the shoreline of the Oklahoma River. The inaugural pa-
rade took place in 2004 to officially open the Oklahoma River and to celebrate the completion of the MAPS 1 initiative. 
Due to construction of the new shoreline to support boathouse row, the parade was not held in 2010.  

Major sponsors for the parade include Air Comfort Solutions, BancFirst, Chickasaw Nation and the City of Oklahoma 
City. 

For parade sponsorships and general parade information visit www.okcparade.com or contact parade chairman Mike 
McAuliffe at (405) 630-7668.  

[Editor’s Note: Bill Rains submitted the above article and also offered the following comment.] 

I participated in the parade last Christmas. It was well managed, a lot fun, and I was surprised by the crowd turnout. I 
will add however, that getting a small sailboat (I used my O’Day 22) decorated with lights and launched on the river 
was quite a job. Anyone interested can talk with me. 

Cheers! 

Bill 

Welcome New Members to TSC 

We were privileged to add two new TSC Memberships during the past month. Please welcome aboard to the TSC: 

William “Scott” & Deborah Davis of Norman. They are the proud owners of Enya, a Catalina 30 with long roots to 

TSC. Welcome aboard! 

Piers Hale of Norman. Piers is part of the Triathlete group that is partnering with the 

BoatHouse. Welcome! 

We welcome you all and hope that you will become active members in TSC. 

See you on the water, 
David Craigie    

http://www.okcparade.com/
http://www.okcparade.com


 

 

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Vice Commodore Mike Devenitch at 

(405) 200-1668 or sentrymike@yahoo.com. 
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1975 Guppy 13 For Sale 

Asking $2,850 
Manufactured by Mellon Marine 
300 were built from 1974 to 1975 

Specs 

LOA: 12.5' 
Beam: 5.5' 
Draft: 19" fixed keel 
Ballast: 150 lbs concrete 
Displacement: 480 lbs 

For additional information, contact: 

Bobby Cockerham 
(405) 464-5344 
rscockerham@yahoo.com 
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J-24 For Sale 
 
Includes 5hp Honda 4-stroke outboard, trailer w/
hydraulic brakes and new tires. 2 sets of sails, 2 spinna-
kers, all in very good condition. The bottom was flawless-
ly fared and new bottom paint last October. The running 
rig is in good condition and the boat is ready to race! It's 
sitting in a slip at Little River Marina. The slip rental is 
paid thru mid October. $4700 with the slip and $4200 
without. 
 
Call James @ (405) 249-1768 

19' Pocket Cruiser for Sale 

Starwind 19 

 Circa 1985 

 Mainsail, 2 Jibs 

 Good Condition 

$2,500 

Contact: Mike or Teresa Galoob 

(405) 329-2514 or (405) 600-8263 

San Juan 7.7 For Sale 

 2015 Tohatsu 6 h.p. motor 

 Roller furling jib 

 Tandem axle trailer 

 Spacious, updated interior 

 Spinnaker and pole 

 Just under 26’ long 

 

Currently in a slip at Lake Thunderbird 

 

Asking $5500 

 

Call Paul @ (405) 774-9308 

Boston Whaler Harpoon 5.2 For Sale 
 
Seventeen foot dinghy with trailer, main sail, fractional jib, 
spinnaker with pole and Johnson 2 HP motor. Needs var-
nish work. Ready to sail. Pics on craigslist. 
 
Call Jim Waller @ (580) 320-1551 



 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like 
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by 
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them 
Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in 
your TSC Membership Directory. 

If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did 
not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership 
Secretary. If you want to share your special day, please contact 
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone (405) 613-7774. Thanks, 
David Craigie 

October 
5 Jim Eller 
5 Philip Carter 
7 Adam Fournier 
8 Mike Klatt 
8 Judy Carriger 
12 Frank Lawler 
13 Jeannie Himes 
14 Star Humphrey 
15 Ryan Doezema 
19 Joyce Craigie 
23 Warren Fitzpatrick 
28 Barbara Schindler 
28 Cheryl Lockstone 

Lake Thunderbird Readings 
Click image for latest data 

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff? 

Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter that 
includes sailing stories, events, seamanship and hu-
mor. If interested send an email to Bill at sailor-
brains@cox.net or visit the website at 
www.sailorBrains.com 
 
Bill also operates a business that caters to small 
boat owners with maintenance problems. Contact 
Bill if you are in need of repairs. (405) 922-7787 

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with: 
United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association 

 

www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org 

November 
3 Pam Landry 
15 John Potts 
16 Patsy Crittenden 
24 Paul Carter 
25 Sandra Messer 
30  Sylvia Ritzky 
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