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Setting the Club’s Course for the New Year
From Our New Commodore, Keith Campbell
Happy New Year! I’d like to first thank the membership for the
opportunity to serve as Club Commodore for 2016. I first had the
desire to learn to sail while I was stationed in Norfolk, Virginia. I
accomplished that goal when I joined the Naval Reserve Officers
Training Corps at the University of Oklahoma. I learned on the
unit’s Lasers (the same ones that are currently in our Boat Yard),
and went on to skipper the Columbia 8.3, Laura Jean, as well as
becoming Sail Team Captain. I purchased my own boat, Sooner Fi,
shortly after graduation and earning my commission. From those
formative learning experiences here at Lake Thunderbird, I’ve had
the opportunity to sail all over the country; Newport, Key West, Pensacola, San Diego
and the Puget Sound.
I’d also give thanks to all of the past officers and members who have donated their
time, talents and energies into making the Thunderbird Sailing Club what it is today.
They’ve worked incredibly hard to establish a phenomenal sailing club, in excellent
fiscal and physical condition. They’ve positioned us right on the shores of Lake Thunderbird to launch us for success. Together, we’ll raise our Club’s sails, trim them to the
prevailing conditions, and set our Club’s course for the coming year.
The club officers have a broad framework of ideas for the coming year. Already in
2016, we've rung in the New Year with traditional black-eyed peas and a Polar Plunge
courtesy of the OKC Triathlon Club. Captain Shawn Lobree imparted some of his 40
years of sailing wisdom with the Club in a very well attended program. We’d like to
make the most of the Winter and early Spring preparing the Club for the upcoming
sailing season. Toward that goal we’ll schedule tactics, racing rules of sailing, and sail
trim presentations. We’ll also get the boat yard in order this Spring, and set our racing
course marks out on the lake. I’d ask every member to give some thought to what they
would like to see from the Club in the coming months ahead, then share those
thoughts and suggestions. Please share your passion for sailing with your friends and
family, they are welcome to club events. It’s our Sailing Club, together we’ll make it a
great 2016!

Commodore Sends

A note from the Mainsheet’s Editors
This is your newsletter. We welcome article submissions, corrections, comments, and
suggestions. The Mainsheet is published on the first day of each month. Article submissions must be received no later than five days prior to publication. If you would
like to receive an email reminder of the upcoming deadline, just let us know.

mainsheet@thunderbirdsailingclub.org

Happy 50th Anniversary,
David & Joyce Craigie!
Married February 5, 1966 in Oxnard, CA

Wow...what an accomplishment! We hope to be like you someday - only halfway there. Wishing
you Golden Days sailing in Golden Sunny Rays. Great knowing you and Joyce. Thanks for all
you've done for the TSC, the BoatHouse, and for the opportunity to share sunny days in the North
Channel. Wishing you many adventures to come! — Lorrie and Paul
Congrats, Craigies. Wow. Fifty years. You must have married in preschool. Love you guys. I keep
up my membership without a boat because of people like you who are such fun to be with. —
Kathy Anderson
Congrats David & Joyce Craigie! — Many more happy years and sails! Gegen den Wind — Mike &
Genevieve
Congratulations on your 50th Golden Anniversary! An amazing accomplishment and testament
to you both! — Keith Campbell
Congratulations on 50 fine and exciting years. Only just
recently met you both but we can tell that you both have
enjoyed a great life together. Congrats — Jim & Judy
Happy anniversary to a wonderful sailing couple! Fifty
years is a major landfall ! Wilma and I celebrated our
fiftieth last year. It is such a special time. Congratulations, you guys! — Phil and Wilma DeBerry
David and Joyce — What better voyage than a 50-year
sail with your first, only, forever mate? It's not that the
trip is without storms, it’s that no storm can sink the
vessel. Marriage, like sailing, requires balance, attention
and time. A tweak here, to smooth things out, replotting
there when things have gone fully off course. It is, after
all, a relation-ship, and you have navigated with great
skill and a steady hand. Congratulations on this mark in
your golden voyage. We wish you fair winds, full sails,
and many more sunsets on the water. With best wishes,
The Streulis — Ted, Betsey, Raymond and Ryland
Congratulations, Dave and Joyce! We hope you enjoy the
day and enjoy many more years together. Best wishes,
Cleo & Howard
Congratulations from David and Rita Hendricks. The
confines of a trailer boat apparently cemented some real
togetherness.
David & Joyce — May today be filled with happy memories of the past and bright hopes for the future — Dorrie ’n’
Gray

The sail number is also their wedding date

Happy fiftieth anniversary to Joyce and David. This milestone celebrates fifty wonderful years
spent together and I have been privileged to know and work with you both for about twenty of
those years. — Barbara Schindler
David and Joyce, Congratulations! Your companionship and marital joy is an inspiration to us
all. What a great occasion in your two lives and in your life together. Best wishes for your celebration of this wonderful achievement and best wishes for many happy married years to come. —
Jim Eller
Your 50 years together are a wonderful example for us all. Congratulations! — Paul & Sandra

Happy Hoodie Hoo Day!
Chase away those Winter blues and celebrate with

TSC Meeting and Potluck
February 20, 2016
Let’s go outside, wave our hands in the air and yell, “Hoodie Hoo”! Traditionally done at noon on this day, but we’ll do
it to kick off our meeting and potluck.
Lorrie Sylvester, Past Rear Commodore &

Jason Pudlo, Rear Commodore

Program: Racing Rules of Sailing/Right of Way/Start Signals

Food (Potluck starts at 6:30): I think anything goes for Hoodie Hoo Day – Winter or Spring food….whatever you feel
like! As usual, the club will provide beverages, utensils, plates/bowls, etc. Alphabetically-oriented
folks, see below:
a-g: main dish (soups, casseroles, etc.)
h-m: veggies (hot and cold)
n-s: appetizers/fruit
t-z: desserts/breads

“Hoodie Hoo” to You,
Old Man Winter!!

For additional inspiration, it’s also National Cherry Pie Day.

Introducing Our New Fleet Captain
Happy New Year!
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Fleet Captain this year. I am new to sailboat racing; my first race was
here on Lake Thunderbird two years ago. I have grown up near the water my whole life, Lake Michigan, Lake Erie and
the Puget Sound.
My father’s dream was to buy a sailboat and he finally achieved that dream in my 20’s. I learned to sail with him on
Presque Isle Bay (PA) and then moved to Seattle where I met my husband, Keith, who had his own sailboat. We sailed
Puget Sound and to Victoria, British Columbia. We have towed our boat to Key West and Pensacola, Florida, finally
arriving back in Oklahoma and sailing Lake Thunderbird.
As we get closer to the beginning of the racing season I will do my best to keep everyone updated about the schedule
and sponsors for each race.
I look forward to the coming year, warmer weather and longer days.

Melissa Campbell, Fleet Captain

Heading Out for Adventures, Part 2
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie

Greetings, Thunder Sailors,
January was an interesting month for us as we
checked another item off of our bucket list: the
Chicago Boat Show. Allegedly called Strictly Sail,
it was a lot of power and RV stuff that held little
interest. Nevertheless, it was an interesting trip
with sailing friends for St. Louis and arriving in
Chicago by train.
But there were a lot of interesting seminars and
a lot of wishing that summer would hurry along.
Perhaps one of the most interesting tidbits of
boating knowledge that I gleaned from this adventure was the LED Visual Distress Signal Device. Basically it is an electronic version of the
safety flares that you are required to carry on
your boat. Please read more about this innovation and how to get one at a discount on a separate page in this Mainsheet.
On Feb 5th Joyce and I will celebrate our 50th anniversary. So we will be gone all month to Florida, enjoying the sunshine from a cruise ship deck. We will miss some club activities, but we will
have everyone in our thoughts. Hoping for great weather all around.

Membership
Information
If any of your membership
information has changed,
please contact:
David Craigie
9100 Pine Creek Dr.
Midwest City, OK 73130
405-613-7774
Incipient@msn.com

Thunderbird Sailing
Club membership is a
bargain! Be sure to
renew yours early.
Regular Members
$75 per year

What is a Captain? See Figurehead
Figurehead — Decorative dummy found on sailboats. See Captain.

Family Members
$75 per year

2016 TSC Membership Directory:

Associate Members
$37.50 per year

You should have received your copy of the new membership directory via email in pdf format. I
plan to have a follow-up version in the next several weeks with updates as I receive them. If for
some reason you did not receive, or are have issues downloading the Directory, please let me
know.

Renewing your TSC membership:

Thank You!

For those who have responded with your annual renewal payment,
However, for those who have yet to send theirs in, it is very disappointing to go to my mailbox
and find nothing there. It has been slow going for membership renewals this year and I am hoping that if you are among those who have yet to return yours, that you will consider doing so.
We really need your support. Thanks!!!
If for some reason you have not received your renewal, or perhaps misplaced yours, please get
in touch with me.
Thank you for all your support. 

See you on the water,
David

Student Members
$15 per year
Group Membership
$75 per year

The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
at Norman, Oklahoma
Presents the Spring 2016

US Sailing Basic Keelboat Course
An opportunity for individuals who want to improve their sailing skills
and achieve a nationally recognized certification on big boats

Why:
1. Opportunity to learn how to sail 25-27 foot big boats at a local lake
2. US Sailing Certification provides a record of your skill level.
3. Synchronizes your experience with a proven sail training course.
4. An accomplishment for yourself that can last a lifetime

Who...
Individuals eager to learn or reinforce big boat sailing techniques and obtain a US Sailing certification recognized at boat charter facilities nationwide.

When and Where...
Two Friday evening classes (6 - 9 p.m.) April 8 & 22 @ Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse
Then at least two four-hour on the water sessions on a 25 or 27 foot sailboat.

Cost...
$300 – US Sailing course fee, Includes a 1 year US Sailing membership ($65 value),
and a one year Thunderbird Sailing Club Associate membership.

Topics covered:
Parts of a boat (nomenclature)
Points of sail
Basic rules of the road
How to read charts
Commonly used knots

Parts of a sail & choice per wind speed
How to handle heat & cold emergencies
Upwind & downwind sailing skills
Anchoring, heaving to, reefing sails
PFDs & other personal gear

What’s next?
This is the entry level US Sailing Keelboat class. There are five more advanced courses available around the
country. More information is available on USSailing.org

For additional information contact:
Rick Shaw, Keelboat Instructor 405-306-8597, Shaw9939@sbcglobal.net

TSC and LLS Team Up for the First Annual Leukemia Cup Regatta

SAVE THE DATES
1ST Annual Leukemia Cup Regatta
June 4 & 5, 2015
Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, Norman, Oklahoma
VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE FORMING NOW – OUR FIRST MEETING WILL BE on Tuesday, Feb. 11, 7:00pm at the home
of Doris Dewberry, 2331 Rockwood Ln., Norman. Come with ideas! There will be snacks!
TSC Members & Racers: Join us for the first ever Oklahoma Leukemia Cup Regatta at Thunderbird Sailing Club on
June 4 - 5, 2016! This event combines the joy of sailing with the important task of raising money to cure cancer
through teams, fundraising AND a Silent Auction. The Leukemia Cup Regatta has raised millions of dollars for lifesaving research and patient services, bringing help and hope to patients and their families.
By raising funds as part of your participation, you can earn great incentives <https://llsdata.box.com/s/
hrbjqz11k8k7sp03vki5otf1idzskdhe>, including the opportunity to sail with Gary Jobson in Newport Beach, California!
Register to sail at <http://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/racing/leukemia-cup-regatta>, register for a fundraising
page at <http://www.leukemiacup.org/pages/ok/ok16>, or donate to an event participant.
For more information, contact James Anderson, Chair of the LLS Regatta Planning Committee with TSC at 405-2491768 or jandersonone@gmail.com, or Marta Miller at 405-943-8888 or marta.miller@lls.org, or Marty Siederer at 732
-390-5579 or marty.siederer@lls.org.
Silent Auction: TSC will also hold a silent auction over the weekend, ending on Sunday, June 5. Please contact Lorrie
Sylvester (Lorraine-sylvester@ouhsc.edu; 405-250-6956), or come to the volunteer meeting if you can help with organizing, setting up, or to acquire items for the auction. Look for separate information about auction plans coming in
the Mainsheet soon!
So, get your crew together! Sign up to help and get involved!! Contact James for racing details
(jandersonone@gmail.com) or Lorrie (Lorraine-sylvester@ouhsc.edu) for Silent Auction info! We will be holding a
kick-off soon! Watch the Mainsheet for special announcements! Hope to see you on Feb. 11 at 7:00pm!

Click to view: Regatta Information & Recruitment Video

FIRST CALL **SILENT AUCTION** HELP AND ITEMS NEEDED
The Thunderbird Sailing Club and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society are teaming up for TSC’s First Leukemia Cup Regatta® on June 4 and 5, 2015. This event is a thrilling series of sailing events that combines the
joy of boating with the important task of raising money to cure cancer. Since its inception, the Leukemia
Cup Regatta has raised millions of dollars for lifesaving research and patient services, bringing help and
hope to patients and their families. In addition to racing and donations, TSC will hold a silent auction over
the weekend, ending on Sunday, June 5. See below for how you can help!!!
SILENT AUCTION – WHAT WE NEED!
YOU to help with ORGANIZING: Come to the meeting at Doris Dewberry’s home, 2331 Rockwood Ln., Norman on Feb. 11, 7:00pm, or contact Lorrie (Lorraine-sylvester@ouhsc.edu; 405-250-6956). We can hold it
over the entire weekend, online, or just one day…any ideas are helpful!
AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED: It is not too early to start getting auction-worthy items. Please talk with your
friends, business associates, local artists, etc. to request an item donation for the auction. Also, we are looking for donated items with which we can make up tantalizing themed baskets to auction off. Gift cards for
hotel stays, restaurant dinners, or local merchants also make great items for the auction. Some ideas below
may help you with auction items.











Gift Card Tree (I will provide a small ‘tree’, and collect gift cards to put on it)
Chocolate Basket – donate lots of fine chocolate items and I will arrange into a basket
Coffee/Tea Basket – as above for Chocolate, but coffee, tea, mug items
Spa Basket – nice smelling bath stuff or things that help one relax
Movie Night Basket – items like movie passes, popcorn, other movie snacks, movies on DVD…
Wine & Cheese / Bread Basket – wine, glasses, stoppers, cheeses, breads
Holiday Themed items (Christmas ornaments, etc.)
Sailing themed things or memberships
Sports themed baskets (OU and OSU; Thunder, etc.)
Lake tours

CONTACT LORRIE AT 405-250-6956, FOR MORE INFORMATION or to sign up to HELP! FIRST ORGANIZATION MEETING ON FEB. 11 AT DORIS’ HOUSE – 7:00PM! Hope to see you there.

Sea Scout Ship 5790

Seventeen years ago when the Thunderbird Sailing Club was asked to sponsor a Sea Scout Ship, Rick Shaw volunteered
to organize it. Now we need your help. We need people to help with recruiting, boat maintenance and sailing with the
scouts. It’s a lot of fun and really rewarding to share your experience with a new generation of sailors. Contact Skipper
Rick at 405-306-8597

The Thunderbird San Juan 21 Fleet is Here!
Commodore Keith just bought the boat pictured here. He got
a great deal and I've included the advertisement below. Jim
Eller and James Anderson are each buying one now. That
brings to 4 the number of racing SJ21s in the club. The SJ21 is
a lightweight (1400 lb.) easily trailered swing-keel sloop with
a great turn of speed especially in light to moderate air. With
a reef and a storm jib it is well managed in a strong breeze.
Since it is almost always kept on the trailer the bottom stays
clean and fast. It is usually set up to fly a spinnaker if you
wish. The cabin has vee and quarter berths and is suitable for
camping with a porta-potty and a stove. You can launch in
shallow water; I have set up the mast and dunked in as little
as 20 minutes. It is a great boat - let's grow this fleet. Anybody else want to join?

Paul Reynolds
Moving. Must sell my super sailboat. Winner of multiple regattas and PHRF series over the years, including WurstFest on Canyon
Lake. Best of all worlds, cheap, fun, and easy to use. Everything is quick disconnect and made for quick ramp launching off its trailer. Boat has been faired and long-boarded. Speed is obvious on the water. Multiple upgrades: North Sails, new motor in 2009, new
forward hatch in 2007, Melges style motor mount, split back stay, traveler, cunningham, spinnaker halyards, topping lift, foreguy,
tweakers, spin launch basket, new closed-cell foam cushions and fabrics in 2007, new mainsail cover in 2008, new hatch retainers
in 2015, new windows, upgraded winches on cabin top, new ratchet blocks on coamings, new spin blocks. It is an incredible boat,
but I haven't used it in 2 years (had 2 kids), so it's a little dirty. Purchased in 2006 for $3500. Over $2k in upgrades. Willing to let it
go today for half of what I have in it at $2.25k to move it fast. Boat is located in the Montgomery neighborhood of April Sound on
Lake Conroe.

Do you have outdated flares on your boat?
I do. When I went to the Chicago Boat Show, perhaps the most interesting
item I saw was a modernized LED flare for recreational boats. It is battery operated and takes the place of traditional flares. One per boat does the trick,
and they never expire. Read the following from the Weems and Plath website.

THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO TRADITIONAL FLARES
The SOS Distress Light is the first and ONLY LED Visual Distress Signal Device that meets U.S. Coast Guard requirements to completely replace traditional pyrotechnic flares. Unlike traditional flares, this electronic flare never expires
which solves the challenge of flare disposal. This floating electronic flare can be hand-held, tethered, or hoisted aloft.
It runs up to 60 hours, unlike traditional flares which last minutes or less.
FEATURES AND BENEFITS
 Complies with all U.S. Coast Guard requirements for “Night Visual Distress Signals” as found in the Code of Federal Regulations: 46 CFR 161.013
 Flashes ONLY the SOS light sequence
 When combined with a daytime distress signal flag (included in package), meets ALL USCG Federal Requirements
for DAY and NIGHT use in lieu of traditional flares
 Floats with lens-up to optimize both the all-around horizontal and vertical light beams
 No expiration or disposal issues
 Family and boat SAFE – no flame!
 SIMPLE twist-on operation
 Visible up to 10 nautical miles.

How to buy at a discount price:
If you google SOS Distress Light - Electronic Flare you come up with several sites that sell this unit for $100.
But if you want a Chicago Boat Show bargain price of 25% off, you can go to www.weems-plath.com. Go to the search
box and put in SOS.
This will bring you to the page with the SOS Flare. Add it to your cart, fill out the shipping and credit card info and when
you go to the next page, fill in the promo CHICSHOW16. This coupon is good until June 15, 2016.
I think it is a good deal and while I will still keep my traditional flares and flare gun on Incipient, this will make me legal
on the water.
See you on the water,
David

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Vice Commodore Mike Devenitch at
405-200-1668 or sentrymike@yahoo.com.

Lake Thunderbird Current Readings

Happy Birthday!

Click image for latest data

Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you would like
to help your friend celebrate their birthday, contact them by
one of the many mediums that are available, and wish them
Happy Birthday on their special day. All birthdays are listed in
your TSC Membership Directory.
If your birthday is not included, it is probably because you did
not share that information with your Treasurer/Membership
Secretary. If you want to share your special day, please contact
me at: Incipient@msn.com or phone 405-613-7774. Thanks,
David Craigie
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Deresa Claybrook
Linda Monroe
Virginia Fitzpatrick
John Miller
Gray Graham
Karen Rieger
Liz Hedrick
Brenda Shinn
Sue Kendrick
Kenneth Kerby
David Hendricks
Tracy Stevens
Marles Bradley
Kristen Maupin

Mike Devenitch
Bea Waller
Camisa Stewart
Paul Reynolds
Jacques Landry
Ann Luppens
J. Alva Brockus
Cindy Wood
Catherine Morin
Phil DeBerry
Tim Teel
Emily Schuster
Hadley Jerman
Roger Monroe

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff?
Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter
that includes sailing stories, events, seamanship
and humor. If interested send an email to Bill at
sailorbrains@cox.net or visit the website at
www.sailorBrains.com.
Bill also operates a business that caters to small
boat owners with maintenance problems. Contact
Bill if you are in need of repairs. 405-922-7787

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB
An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with:
United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association
www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org

